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Report of the Twenty-first Annual

Irish Trades Union Congress,
DUBLIN, 1914,

The following is the Re ort of the Parliamentary Committee
presented to Congress, the discussion wpon which will be foud in
the proceedings mjfra :—

Perapow DRErecATes. —In  presanting thelr Report for the vear
just passed your Committee have again to express their regret that

bour Legislation is not advanced during the period nnder review
to any appreciable extent, and to record a succession of serious
disappointments is but to place before yon the absolute truth, We
have again failed in our efforts 1o have the National Health Insnrenoee
Act amended as demanded by Congress and but liftle attempt has
been made to nreet our demands in other respects.  The resolutions
adopted at the Congress of 1913 were forwarded, as in previous
years, to the varions parties, Ministers, Government Departments
and Local Bodies, but we have little to record beyond the formal
acknowledgments of the receipt of onr communications.

Conferences with the Labour Party-—As directed by last year's
“Congress in Cork, yonr Committee somght an interview withi thi
Labour Party immetiately after theclosing session.  The intefyiew
took place on July 13th in the House of Commous, and. your
Committee were vepresented by the (hairman, Treasurer, and
Becretary ; Councillor Egan, J.P., being unable to travel. Tho
Conference was held under the Chairmavnship of Conneillor Fox,
Amongst tlivse present were —Mr. J. Ramsay MacDonald, M.1,
Chairman of the Parliamentary Party 3 Mr J. Keir Hardie, M.PJ;
Mz Arthur Hendervson, M.P. ; Mr, G, . Roberts, M.P.; Mr. W. C.
Anderson, efc.

Councillor Tom Fox, on behall of the Lubour Party, expressed
their pleasure in receiving the representatives of the Irish Labour
Movement, and said they would be very pleased to hear what they
had to say, and that he could assire them theif views would receive
the earnest consideration of the Party. ‘ H fwoczaiS ars

Mr. James Larkin gaid they had been directed to draw thy =
attention of the Party 1o the position the workers in d werd
in with regard to representation under the Government of Ireland
Bill. The effect of the Schedule of the Bill as draft-] was that the
industrial workg; were to all intents and purpeses excluded from re-
prosentation in the Home Parlinment. They had alreu's brought this
matter under the notiee of the Labour Party, but nuthing had been
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done and their communications had been received with but scan€
courtesy. He protested against the Party taking counsel with the
Irish National Party on Labour matters or on questions affectin
the workers in Treland over the heads of the representatives of
Irish Trades Congress, and he had to tell them that these very ment
whom he accused the Party of consulting were the same men whom!
in Ireland they had to fight as amongst their bitterest enemies. I
elections to the local bodies the aims of the Labour Party were hel
up to public odium and the objects of the Party were brand
with the bitterest hostility to Ireland and her claims: - The
demanded the extension to Ireland of the Feeding of Necessitou
School Children Act, from which their country had been cut off i
direct opposition to the expressed wish of the workers of

* country, and they further claimed that any Amending Act int

<uced and applying to Great Britain should also apply to Ire
They had children who were ill-fed and ill-clad, and he claimed
that their children had as good a right to consideration as the
<hildren of any other country, He had to bring under their notice *
the manner in which the Trades Disputes Act was worked in
Ireland, and from his experience with regard to them it might as
well never have been passed. He cited cases where men who were
imprisoned for picketing in a perfectly legal and lawful manner,
and said that a police official had laid it down that not more
than two men would be allowed on a picket and Courts in Ireland
had convicted men because the picket exceeded that number.
Prosecutions followed by imprisgnment had heen promoted
against men in the Labour movement on hypothetical o6ffences,
as had the Secretary of the Irish Trades Congress in Wexford, and
when they requested the Labour Party to rnise the question in the
House of Commons it was not raised, and they never had the
conrtesy of a reply to their communication from the officials of the
Party. e thought there should be eloser relations between them
than this state of affairs would tend to show, and he desired to draw
their attention to the fact that whilst their men were prosecuted
and imprisoned. men who were ex-members of the Government,
members of the Privy Council and others who were members of the
House of Commons were allowed to preach revolution and openly
prepare for rebellion and were not even threatened with prosecution,
whilst all the time a course of Government espionage was carried
wut with reference to men engaged in and meeting in connexion
with the Irish Labour Movement. In reference to the working of
the National Health Insurance Act, the speaker made several grave
allegations. He stated that instances had come to his knowledge
where men were paid for signing the form of membership of
:ﬂsnmd societies in Treland connected with political parties, and
he had been informed that this had been done openly hy the
land and Tabour Association in Cork. The workers of Ireland
were unanimous in demanding the extension of the Medical Benefits
~and he asked them to press this matter on with all the power at
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Mr. D. R. Camiphell said that they in Treland were engaged at!
present in formulating a scheme for the establishment of a Labour
Party to promote Labour representation on local hoards in the
mmediate future and to secure that the workers would have direct
representation in the Irish Parliament and in the Imperial
Parliament. They were in grave difficulty with regard to funds,
and his Committee had instructed him to request that monies paid
in Ireland by members of International Unions should be handed
over to the Irish Labour Party. He wished to support the views
put forward by Mr. Larkin with reference to the Government of
Ireland Bill and the National Health Insurance Act, and joined
with him in protesting against the mauner in which the Labour
Party had dealt with thecommunications of the Irish Trades Congess.
In reference to the Government of Iveland Bill, he drew their
attention to the fact that proportional representation had been
introduced. Personally he was in favour of proportional repre-
sentation, but the manner in which it had been introduced into the
Bill would work out against the interests of the workers of the
country. In the coustituencies where Labour had a chance of
winning proportional representation was introduced, but in the
other constituencies where proportional representation would benefit
Labour it was excluded. He dealt with the questions of the Trades
Boards Act, the lack of Factory Inspection in Ireland, and the
Nationalisation of Irish Railways. He stated the resolutions which
had already been forwarded to the Labour Party outlined their
views upon these iniportant subjects, and he asked them to press
forward the carrying out of the recommendations of the Majority-
Report of the Viceregal (‘ommission on Irish Railways in 1910.¢
The Report recommended the Nationalisation of the Irish Railways,
and he thought portion of the money could be found by the
<conomies introduced in eonnexion with the working of the Home
Rale Bill. They were also desirous of securing the co-operation of " .
the Labour Party in econnexion with Government Supplies in
Ireland, and instanced a case where one of the Government
Departments had been directed by the Treasury to obtain certain
supplies in England to the detriment of the Irish worker. He
said there had been grave violation of the Fair Wages Clause in
Government Contracts, and he asked them to secare more stringent
insﬁtion of factories, workshops, railways, and other offices in

Mr. P. T. Daly said that he, too, objected to the Tabonr Party
acting on the advice of any other Party but the Irish Labonr Party. -
In Freland they had to meet the hostility of the very men whom the
Labour Party were alleged to have consulted, and in elections
which had been held in the City of Dublin quotations from the
speeches of Messrs. Ranmisay MacDonald and Arthur Hendergon in
praise of the Irigh Parlinmengary Party had been used as a reason
why their corrupt nominces should be supported as against the
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My, J. Ramsay MacDonald, M.P., said Jthe remarks of the Iriske
Daﬁguhﬁn surprised hint very much. He had never received
communication from them that did not receive every consideration.
The result of their visit showed him the nrgent necessity there was
for closer velations between them.  They shiould he kept informed
with vegard to the Trish Movement, and i they were he promised
that their views would always rveceive consideration and, where
advisable, support.

Me. Arthur Henderson, M1 said to his knowledge there syas not
justification for the statements that the views of their Irish brethren
im(l not received every consideration.  He drew the attention of the
Conference to the fact that the lrish Dody had arranged to send on
copies al Amended Sehedule to the Government of Treland Bill, but
they had never received theni,

Mr. Daly said that was quite so, but they shopld remember that
the Chiel Secretary had announced that no further changes conld
be made in the Bill, and they had considered there was very little:
use in preparing amendments w hich wonld not be accepted. The-
Labour Party knew, however, the views of the Trish Trades Union:
Congress on the matier,

Mr. J. Keir-Hardie said it was uit e evident they were not i

such close relatiouship to each other as they should bhe. That
Conference would go a good way towards bringing that about, and
Le thought they would be better employed than in récrimination.

Mr. W. (. Anderson said he hoped their being brought together
would have’ benieficial results, and he felt sure they would go away
from that mcctmg satisfied that better relations mmld prevail in
future.

Mr. Fox said that the views put forward hy fhe, deputation would
roceive the best consideration of the Party. It was evident there
wers fanlts on hoth sides, and he hoped now that they had threshed
the matter out that they understood one another, and these misun-~
derstandings would not occur again.

Mr. Henderson said he could not see how the Laboar Pnrty mld.
interfere in veference to the payment of levies, and

Tt was “arranged  that a further Clonference would be held in
Dublin in referenve to the finaneial amnimlents.

The deputation then mthdrew, Mr. havi mg tlmnked them

for. lhair. mmrffeu{m qqrepttpn
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Mr. T, Johnson was appointed to-the clair, and in openin
stated that the representatives would all be aware that the Irish
Congress both in 1912 and in 1913 had made it part of their duties
to build up a Labour Party in Ircland,  Different ideas had been
put forward as to what was desirable, and certain suggestions had
already been made to the Labour Party in England.  The relations
between the British Parliamentary Labour Party aund the Irish
Committee had been amicable, but the question had arisen as to
whether the Parliamentary Labour Party in England were fairly
representing their desires as representatives of the workers in
Ireland. The Party had met with their criticism in the past
because in the opinion of the Irish Committee they had been. too
muchinelined to listen to the voice of the Trish Natipnalists, The
Nationalist Party claimed to be a Labour Party. in Eugland, but on
many occasions it had to be denounced as a capitalist Party by the
Trade Union Movement in Ireland.  He hoped all the representa-
tives would try and understand the dilferent points of view, and
that some satisfactory basis would be :m'ivetrut. The practical
question they had to consider was the possibility of securing to the
Irish Movement some propartion of the Parliamentary levy paid by
Irish Members to Afliliated Societies.

Alr, Camphell stated that he had alveady put forward his view
belore the I[;Ilg”ﬁll Congress and the Executive of the Labour Party
that they in Ireland were certainly entitled to some part of the 1s.
per: year contributed by the Irish- membership of the various
Societies. A majority of the wembers of the Amalgmamated
Societies believe that if practical propaganda is to be done it must
be done locally and under local control. There was a considerable
membership of the Societies throughout Ireland, but there would
be very few dissentients so far as the payment of the levy was
concerned.  They wanted fo have a clear nnderstanding as to the
proportion of the finances coming to the Irish Movement ; and at _tlls
present moment they could not altogether rely upon that being
done. :

Mr. Roberts pointad out that his Organisation, the Typographical
Association, allowed 25 per cent. of the Parliamentary Levy to be

-vetained by Branches for Local Tabowr Representation purposes,
but that was rather a different proposal to that put forwanl by Mr.
Campbell. ; £.xa

Mr. Henderson considered the guestion of finance was commg np
~ dor discussion at the wrong place.  Finanee would be governed by

Elﬂaﬁmﬁ _that exist between the Irish and the English

vements, I:Eimd Mr. Roberts were representing the Executive
of the English Party and not the Parliamentary Labour Party, so
that any eriticism the Irish Movement may have to make against
the latter hody would not be dealt with by them officially, though
both he and Mr. Roberts would be prepared to discuss then apart
from the immediate busigess they had in hand. Once the question

* of relationship between the two bodies was fised up it would be

=
-
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quite easy to find a solution to the money question. They had thel
precedent, referrred to by Mr. Roberts whereby Branches were
permitted to retain 25 per cent. of their political funds for local
purposes. In all the Trade Union Conferences he had recently
attended for the purpose of explaining the Trade Union Act he had
always endeavoured to bring out most clearly the power the Act,

ve to the Unions for any part of the political fund that the

xecutive or the rules declare to be used for local purposes. With
these precedents before them the guestion of finance would be a
matter of very easy arrangement. What they did want to know,
and what must govern the whole of the Constitution that was goin
to be set up, was whether the Irish Trades Congress passed a’
resolution or set up any Standing Order, and that the Irish repre-
sentatives acting as the Parliamentary Clommittee intended to set
up in business on their own from a political labour point of view ;
whether the new Party was to be formed exclusively of Irish
Unions, financed exclusively by Irish money, with evervthing else

ish ? Were they going to set up a distinct firm, so to speak, with
no connection with the firm over the wav? This embodied a
fundamental and vital principle so far as the English Movement
was concerned.  He did not think that he and Mr, Roberts could
be parties to laying it down that of the money that went to the
headqguarters of the Party some of it should he vetnrned for Irish
purposes in addition to the 25 per cent. they retained for losal

- purposes. They had to realise that the British Movement had still
the interests of the Movement throughout the TTnited Kingdom to
p in mind, and that while the Trish Party in the Irish Parlia-

ment and the Irish Movement would be concerned with purely Irish
affairs there would still remain maiters of common importance to
all of them that would require to be dealt with at Westminster, and
which would form the work of the British Movement. It appeared
that under Home Rule the Irish Party wished to be quite separate
and distinet from the British Movement : to be based on broad and
general lines of an Irish charaoter. They must determine what was
to be the relations between the Irish Labour Party and the Eaglish
Party, and what attitude the Irish Labour Members wonaining ab
Westminster would asswme to the Parlicoentary Labour Party—
then the question of finance would he more easily settled.

Mr. O'Brien said it was proposed to set up an Irish Labonr Party
as a separate and distinet Party from the National Labour Party,
ut that in matters concerning the workers of the United Kingdom
‘as g whole they would co-operate with the National Labonr Party.
- They proposed as an Irish Party to set up business on theie own.

Mr. Campbell said it was generally understood that ontside
and smrronadings to attempt to do any organising i
connection with the Labour Party would be a failure as matters
at the moment.  The only thing to be done was te set np an
' isation eontrolled wholly jn Ireland, but in no way

; abgariiadl
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antagonistic to the National Labour Party. The idea was to have
an Irish Party attending purely to Irish affairs, acting in consonance
with the National Labour Party on broader matters, while retaining
local autonomy.

In reply to Mr. Roberts, Mr. Campbell stated there was no con-
nection between the Irish Trades Con and the British Con-
gress ; but he admitted that the same idea animated the minds of
Irish Labour supporters in making the new political departure as
animated them in setting up their own Irish Congress : they had
received scant courtesy from the British Movement, and their re-
solutions, often of considerable importance to Irish workers, were
always relegated to the end of the agendas at British Congresses
and Conferences.

Mr. Henderson, instancing the distinction between the constitu-
tion of the British Trades Union Congress and the Labour Party—
one being a purely Trade Unionist body, while the latter included
Socialist organisations—asked whether the proposed Irish Labour
Party was to include Socialist organisations ?

Mr. Hill replying, said it was intended to set up a purely Trade
Unionist body. The idea was that the Irish Labour Party should
be responsible to the Irish Congress. If a strong Socialist senti-
ment should grow up and require political expression the position
would require to be reconsidered. At present the intention was.
that the new Party should be comtrolled by the Irish Congress
acting through the present Parliamentary Committee.

Mr. Campbell added that the first idea was to set up a Party on
- the English lines; but subsequently the idea of gradually evolving
a Party through the Congress and in connection with the Congress
was adopted.

. Mr. Henderson then read Clause I. of the Labour Party Constitu-
tion, and asked if it was contemplated that such a clause would be
applicable to the new Irish Party, to which an unanimous reply in
the negative was given. There was no idea of bringing in Socialist
bodies.

Mr. Henderson then pointed out the difficulty that would arise
in the Labour Party having direct connection with the Irish Party
or the Irish Congress if straightway the Irish branches of the L.L.P,
were to be to excluded.

© Mr. Johnson said that for the present and for some considerable
time their Constitution would not be framed to admit Socialist
organisations. They had to build wp a movement in Ireland
that would be conditioned by Irish circumstances—a Party that
would grow out of Irish conditions and not simply be a replica of
the Party in England.
~ Mr. Roberts noted that the same circumstances had applied in
the setting up of the Irish Trade Union Congress. The whole
~ tendeney of the Labour Movement was towards internationalism as
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opposed 1o sectionalism. If sectionalism on political lines was
secognised how could it be resisted if applied to Trade Union
matters ?

The question of the fees of Trish members of Trade Unions being
paid to the Labour Party again avising, Mr. Handerson pointed ou
tliat the contribntions were made for definite purposes. Taking
the briniches of the Ironfounders as examples, he pointed out that
contributions were made at present by both the | Dublin
and Belfast branches—pavments were made by members who were
Home Rulers and Ant.z-homn Rulers, Soecialists and Anti-Socialists,
because of work that was being done by himself and his colleagues
of the British Labour Party—work affecting their own industrial
condifions, particulars clause, inspection of foundries, fair wages
contracts, and goon. With reference to the proposal to retain a
proportion of the 1s. levy for Trish purposes, that wis a matter that

~the Irish representatives wounld have to arrange with the respective
societies.  The 1s. did not go tothe Labour Party ; only 1d. per yéar
was recaived by the Party for its own purposes, and 25 per cent. of
the Irish contribations, accepting the nwmhomlnp figmres of the
Congress, would not amovint to more than £30 per aounm.

Mr. Hill explained that Wi own 1Tnion, the Railway (‘lerks, by
~its political fund would raise something like' £550 per anmum. A
“eartain proportion of that wunld nmluuhtedly go o the Labour

Party, but there was 1o reason in the world why the Conference
of the Union ghould not agree to 3d. per member per annum of
the Irish contribntions heing given from the political fund to the
fundsof the Irish Labonr Party.  He agreed, however,that that
was a matter of arrangement with the Union itself and not one for
~ the Labour Party to be concerned with.

Mr. Campbell, however, elaimed fhat a eertam praportion of the
_ Lil. per annum confributed to: the Labour Party funds should also
- 8o back to the Irish Party’s funds.

Mr. Johnson said they had to face the fact that the new Insh
Parliament would: take all the atlention of the Irish workers for a
considerable time.

Mr. Henderson urged that the proposal to have a distinet and
separate Trish Labonr Party was out of harmony with the general
political cirenmstances wlnch were put forward to justify if. Tt
must be remembered that while there was to he a separate Trish
- Parliament for Irishaffairs of a%ﬂ] character—domestic legislation—
~ mnevertheless connection inster and the National Parlia-
~ ment had dﬁnhjﬁlmﬂu] However, they had preferred to
admmrmmmapnmlylnm Party on their own. In;hur
 attempt to seeure the retention of part of Trish contributions to

pal:twal funds for Irish purposes none of the British Labour Party

~would stand in their way. Insettmgantcnapuraly'l'rado
: i sis they were running on lines different to the Dritish
10l ﬂammuslhat&heyshwld start on l}u




lines their experience in England had demonstrated as successful,
If they had commenced on the narrow line adopted by the Irish
Party they would have had to exclude some of their best and most
earnest men, including Mr. MacDonald, the Chairman of the
Parliamentary Party.

Mr. Johnson said it appeared there could be no organic
connection between the two organisations. The constitutions
of the two bodies would require to be similar and that
would mean that the control of the business of the Irish Labour
Party would rest with the Annual Conference of the Labour Party
in England

Mr. Henderson here protested against that interpretation. If by
any alteration of the Irish Constitution they would bring in the
Irish Socialist organisations, Conference arrangements could be
fixed up. They could then have their own Irish Conference and
also attend the British Conference when purely legislative matters
of common interest to all sections were under discussion. The
chief point was that all Trish sections of the movement should be
entitled to representation at the Irish Conference and take part in
the work of the Irish Party. Until the Irish Constitution and the
composition of the Irish Party were similar to the British there
coild be no elaim on the fees paid to the British Party or any
connection with it,

Mr. Roberts inquired whether it was the desire of the Irish
Party to have any claim on the Labour Party in the British House
of -Commons,

Mr. Johnson replied that when they had an Irish Party built up
in Ireland and were able to send Labour members to the British
Parliament they hoped those members would work with the British
Parliamentary Labour Party.

Mr. Roberts then asked if it was clearly understood that the new
Party was to have nothing to do with the British Labour Party,

Mr. Campbell said it was to have no connection. :

Mr. Hill said it was not to be under the control of the British
Labour Party in any way.

Mr. O’Lehane said it was to be perfectly free in its action so far
as dealing with Irish questions was concerned.

Mr. Henderson then put the two alternative proposals—(1) the
Irish scheme to build up a purely Irish Party, primarily for the
purpose of sending members to the Irish Parliament, proceeding
on Ir.iah' lines and leaving the British Movement alone, claiming
none of the British Party’s money; (2) the formation of a Party
that was going to work with the British Labour Party on the same
lines as the British Party, working through the Parliamentary
Committee of the Irish Congress, but embracing all sections of
the Irish movement, having its own Irish Conference and also
sending representatives to the British Conference. In his opinion

M ri

their snccess would lie in the second direction he had indicated.
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In reply to a question from the Chairman, Mr. Henderson then
explained the scheme that was under consideration, whereby a sub-
sidiary Scottish C'ouncil was to be set up.

Mr. Hill contended that the Labour Movement in England was
already suffering considerably from the system of dual control, and
they in Ireland wished to start out on the lines their own particular
circumstances warranted. Defining the position, he said the Irish
Movement was to have its own Irish Party, controlled by that pre-
sent Parliamentary Committee, working under such Constitution
as ghall be determined by the Irish Movement without any inter-
ference or dictation of any Party, national or international, outside
Treland ; that that Party shall go to its own constituent Unions
and that funds shall come from them in such a way as they and
the Parliamentary Committee shall determine; at the same time,
the Irish Party would work with the British Labour Party when
and if Irish Labour Members be elected to Westminster; and
generally their work will be carried on in the utmost fraternity
and with the best of good wishes of all concerned.

Mr. Johnson urged that it was desirable that the Labour Farty
in Parliament should consult the Irish Labour Movement as to the
possible results of voting one way or another in the House of
Commons. Such a course would be of great advantage to the Irish
Movement and wounld enhance the good feeling towards the Party
on the other side. -

Mr. Henderson replied that that was a matter for consideration
—the position in Parliament was frequently a difficult. one, par-
ticularly when they had to interpret the wishes of the Irish
democracy. He would urge them to get their Irish Party set up;
let it develop, and although they were not starting out on similar
lines, no doubt there wmﬁd be ample opportunity of giving each
other “ a friendly nod.” They may find as they went along that
something mors than that would be necessary in the interests of
‘both Parties.

Mr. Hill said it could not be too clearly understood that the only
body that rfpreaented Labour in 1;h.Ix'galand w]radthe Irinhtha'.l‘mde Union
Cm t certainly appeared that a to conclusion
oftl;;i'zuducum' ion. y‘l'hoyaaaulnsh"hﬁlgarty vgr‘o):ldhsw to goon

* in their own way, hoping at the same time that as occasion offered
thsy would receive the friendly help and recognition of the British
Movement.

Greneral discussion then took place upin the policy of the
Parliamentary Party in Irish affairs, after which tﬁ Conference
concluded. '

After a lengthened correspondence with the Labour Party and in
eonsequence of the reply of Mr. Duncan to the letters of your Com-

' mittee, we considered it essential to the maintenance of our position
~ that a further Conference should be held with the Labour Party.
_ This Conferen .mnk,,plaga in ‘the Labour Party’s Room in the _ £

"
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House of Commons under the Chairmanship of Mr. J. R. MeDonald,
M.P. There were also present :—Messrs. James Parker, M.P.;
F. W. Goldstone, M.P.; A. Wilkie, M.P.; and H. S. Lindsay.
Your Committee were represented by Messrs. Tom Johnson,
D. R. Campbell, W. E. Hill, and P. T. Daly. The following
Memorandum was submitted on our hehalf :—

IRISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS,
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE,
Trades Hall, oth May, 1014.

Gentlemen—On behalf of the Irish Trade Union Movement we
‘beg to reiterate our resolution forwarded you-on March 18th, in
relation to the exclusion of Ulster from the provisions of the Govern-
ment of Ireland Bill. As I have informed you in my former com-
munications this question is not alone important but is vitally
important to the workers of this country.

I have already drawn your attention to the answer of Mr. Birrell,
in reference to Amendments to the Bill in 1912. At that period
in answer to our Resolution claiming Amendments to the Schedule
«of the Bill, he answered that alteration of any kind was then
impossible, Since then the Premier and other Ministers have notified
their willingness to accept Amendments or in fact have stﬁg&'tﬂd
Amendments excluding portions of the counties scheduled in the Bill,
I have asked and | again ask on behalf of m{ colle%g%ues and myself:
Is it not possible to get the Bill amended in favour of the workers of
the cities and towns of Ireland, when it is possible to get it done
in favour of men who are hostile? I have already pointed out in
my letters to the Secretary of the Labour Party, and to Mr- Birrell,
the manner in which the workers are being “ jockeyed.” 1 have
stated that in the Province of Connaught there is not even a

bility of the organised workers returning one Representative,
Leinster, constituencies which at present return members from
industrial areas—and which would return Labour men, but for their
absorption in the Home Rule Movement—are deprived under the -
visions of the Home Rule Bill from representation, being absorbed in
two-member constituencies, and the same thing applies to Munster.
My Committee strongly resent any compromise agreeing to the
Exclusion of Ulster, and [ am instructed to impress upon you their
view, viz.: that the whole of Ireland, North, South, East and West
must be included.

Even in the case of the exclusion of Ulster conceded, a
]nt%-;: tation of Urban interests for the er of Ireland
in House of Commons is

necessary.

In reference to the * Insurance Act,” I have already notified
of our views upon this matter. We claim the extension of the
Benefits, and we complain that Sanatoria are not being

provided as they ought. Cases been brought to our notice
.whuemdingednghgachuﬂy' encouraged owing to the looseness
-of the system of * cal Examination.” With regard to the gues-
ﬂmo?uMedicalReimwehaveakesdydmcumd that matter

with
as you say, it may not be necessary to discuss the
f* Fair Wages Resolution,” I think it advisable to draw yonr atten-
tion to the War Office Contracts. The Military Authorities all over
the country in their eaforcement of the clause are very lax.
~.1 am glad to be able to inform you, that your action in refer-
ence to the Bread Contract in Dublin has secured it to a fair firm,
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andhadittakenmgof:omtheme objected to. I regret, how,
ever, that the Brush tract is still held by Messrs. Varian, who

pa standard wage, nor observing fair conditions.
I have already raised the question of wages at Haulbowline,
but I have been informed that wages there in different grades
are not as high as are paid in other ental Dock Yards. I
brought the matter under the notice of the Admiralty already,
but as far as I can learn without result.

P. T. DALy, Secretary.

THOMAS JoHNSON, Vice-Chairman,

D. R, CampBELY, Treasurer,

W. E. Hnx,

Mr. T. Johnson said of the several matters which the deputation
desired to speak about the item uppermost in their minds at the
resent moment was the proposal to separate Ulster or part of
Ister from the other Provinces of Ireland under the Home Liule
Bill. As Trade Unionists they looked at the matter from the
practical aspect.  Whatever sentimental considerations might
weigh with some, they for the moment wished to deal with the
subject as it affected the working-class movement. Their demand
was that in any legislation affecting Ireland—whether Home Rule
or any other scheme—the country must be treated as a unit, and
they appealed to the Labour Party to resist any attempt to divide
up the country, What were the probable effects of the exclusion
of Ulster? All their hopes of uniting the workers of North and
South would be deatroyetf.“ Organisation on sectarian lines would
be extended and **tightened up.” Employers would continue to

use sectarian and political issues to keep the workers apart, ”

Under any exclusion of Ulster scheme—even temporary—the
effect on proposals for industrial legislation of a remedial character
would be fatal for both North and South—the included and the
excluded area. The included area would be predominantly rural
and agricultural—its representatives in the Irish Parliament would
hesitate to pass any measures of a beneficial character for the
industrial worker for fear of repelling the Ulster farmer and
capitalist. The cue of the Irish Parliament would be to be con-
servative in legislation and administration with a view to inducing
the Ulster party to come in. On the other hand the Ulster worker
would be left outside the pale of either Irish or British Parliament.
Remedial measures brought before the Parlinment at Westminster:
wpuld be left to apply only to Britain—Ulster being in a state of
suspension—a good excuse would be available for restricting these
measures to Britain and making them not applicable to fer.
He ho%ed that whatever amendments were to be made to the Home
Rule Bill to conciliate the Ulster opposition other lines than
exclusion would be followed. If any amendments were to be made
- the Irish Trades Union Congress urged that the scheme of repre-

tion ghould be altered to enable Urban interests to secure &

ger representation in the Trish House of Commons. The population

e 'Y E j
A¥y s il hizrals S, TR
TR I e AN e S R e el

comprisesabout one-third Urban and two-thirds Rural,
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Under the schedule of the Bill only one-ifth ‘of the members will

represent Urban interests. We propose a scheme of grouped Urban
constituencies [which has since been forwarded to Mr. MaeDonald],
under which the Urban representation would be increased by
sixteen and the Rural representation proportionately decreased.

Mr. Campbell said that Mr. Johnson and he were from Belfast
and they knew the position there from daily experience. If Ulster
were excluded it would be against the interests of the workers in
that province, and he helieved that the Commercial Party were'as
much opposed to it as they were. In regard to the other matters,
he pressed on them the necessity of actively co-operating with the
Irish Labour movement in® securing the extension of the Medical
Benefits under the National Health Insurance Act. He drew their
attention to the lack of inspection of factories in Ireland.

L
Mr. Hill supported Messrs. Johnson and Campbell in regard to
the exclusion of any portion of Ireland from the provisions of the
Home Rule Bill.  Of the four representatives from Ireland three of

- them were of the Protestant religionh. He liad been for seven years

an Orangeman and had held high office in that Order. Mr. Camphell
was the son of an Orangeman. They had all come together in the
Labour movement and they all protested against any attempt being
made to divide any portion of Ireland from the rest of Ireland for
six days much less six vears. They had seen the prosecutions
which had been entered against seven Irish Labour men for holding
a meeting in a thoroughfare in which meetings had been held in
his recollection for thirty years withont anything of the like
occurring. He was interested, as they were, in the question of the
Nationalisation of Railways. How could they nationalise a railway
if one portion of it was under the control of an Irigh Parliament
and the other portion was legislated for out of the country ?

Mr. Daly supported the views of his eolleagues with regard to

the exclusion policy. He was of the opinion that if any portion of

Ulster was excluded in order to allay the hostility of Sir Edward
Carson that they would have to include it in order to allay the
hostility of men whose creed it was to fight for the freedom of their

* eountry, but not to go on the housetops to proclaim it. He raised

the question of the Feeding of Necessitous Sclhoo! Children, and

said they in Ireland demanded for their people the extension of
any measure, and the amendments to any measure, which conferred
* upon the community the right to feed and provide for the children

school-going age of the necessitous poor of the country. He

“endorsed the demand re medical benefits, and claimed for Ireland

the appointment of Factory Inspectors, which would remove them
from the operations of the policy of farce which was being enacted
in regard to the provisions of the Factory Acts as well as of the
Shops Act. He referred to the position of the War Office Con-

tracts in Ireland, and whilst thanking the Party with reference to
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the removal of Galbraith from the list of Government Contractors.
for Bread, demanded that the same thing should be done with
regard to Varian for Brushes.

Mr. J. R. McDonald, M.P., said the views of the deputation
would be considered by his Party, of which they were the officers.
He regretted that Messrs. Henderson, Duncan, and Poynter were
absent on business of the Party. In reference to the Feeding of
the Necessitous School Children, the Party were faced with the
difficulty that the rating system in Ireland created a difficulty which
did not exist in Great Britain. Their Bill had gone to Committee,
and he understood that one of the members of the Irish Party would
have moved an “instruction” to the Committee in relation to
Ireland. But the member in question refused to move the
instruction. This would create a further difficulty, and he was
afraid that a hostility whigh he was assured by two Irish ladies
had been removed was as bitter at present as when it secured the
exclusion of Ireland from the permissive measure. In reference
to the Fair Wages Clause, they could “advertise” the Party by
- publicly drawing attention to breaches, but they believed that
private negotiation with heads of departments was more effective,
and they did that as far and as often as they could. The other
matters would be pressed on.

Messrs. Goldstone and Wilkie, M.P's,, endorsed Mr. McDonald’s
remarks. Your representatives thanked the officers of the Labour
Party and withdrew.

The deputation interviewed several private members in the
Lobby in furtherance of the claims of the Irish Labour movement,
and on Wednesday, May 13th, secured an

INTERVIEW WITH MR. JOHN E. REDMOXND, M.P.

Mr. Johnson repeated the views expressed at the interview with
the Labour Party. He impressed upon Mr. Redmond, who was
accompanied by Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.P., the necessity there was
for him to point out to the Executive that whilst they were willing
to exclude portion of Ulsterto allay the hostility of the Covenanters:
they failed to realise the probability of the active opposition of the
Physical Foree Party to the exclusion of any portion of the country,
and claimed that Labour should be represented on the Senate.

Mr. Campbell, in addition to what he stated at the Conference
with the Labour Party, dealt with the position of Belfast and other

cities and towns in Ireland with regard to the operation of the

Factory Acts.
Mr. Devlin said that with reﬁalu'd to Belfast he was paying
spection, and he thought extra
Inspectors would be immediately appoiu .
Mr. Hill dealt with the question of the Nationalisation of Rail-
ways and the Inspection of Railway and other Offices and Factories
. ., by I . A ; .M 3
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Mr. Daly dealt with the policy of exclusion and the feeding of
necessitous school children, and pointed out the absolute lack of
inspection of factories in Ireland. He said that outside of Belfast
and Dublin he did not think there was any inspection to speak of,
and in some places they had never seen an Inspector, and he thou rrht.
when legislation was enacted machinery should be put in operation
to prevent it becoming a dead letter.

Mr. Redmond, M.P., said that all the points that had been made
would be considered by the Party. They had to consider in regard
to the question of the Feeding of Necessitous School Children the
different systems which obtained in Ireland to what obtained in Great
Britain, and they had a Bill at present before the House dealing
with the matter. As the deputation had stated that Bill was un-
satisfactory, he would endeavour to graft om such provisions of
the Amending Bill as would be suitable to the special needs of
Ireland. In reference to the Medical Benefits they had to remem-
ber their Poor Law Medical System, and they were for some time
doing what they could to evolve a scheme that would be satisfactory
to all parties. He felt as deeply as any man in the world the
exclusion of one rood of Irish soil, but he had to make the best
provision he could in the light of the circumstances which he would
not discuss, but which were ever present in the negotiations.

Mzr. Devlin said that in regard to Medical Benefits, Mr. Lardner
and himself had already raised the question. There was a majority
report, but there was also a minority report, and they conld be

* gatisfied that the matter was not being lost sight of. He endorsed

Mr. Redmond’s remarks with regard to the exclusion of any portion
of Ireland, In reference to Factory Inspection his duty to Belfast
had not been overlooked. They were glad to be strengthened with
the views of the Irish Trades Union Congress, and he hoped in
future that when anything occurred like the prosecutions in Dublin
they would be immediately informed of it.

Mr. Johnson, on behalf of your deputation, thanked Messrs. ‘
Redmond and Devlin, and_your deputation withdrew. g ‘

INTERVIEW WITH MR. BIRRELL,
Your Clommittee endeavoured to secure an interview with the
(‘hief Secretary for Ireland on many ocecasions during the year, but
were invariably informed by him that no good purpose would be

were informed that the Labour Party never interfered in matters of
this kind. In the interview whith-sour re tauvea seeured
with Messrs. Redmond and Devlin they menuoneg
Mr. Redmond said that the Chief Secretary ought to hear thew news,
and on the following day, Mr. Joseph Devlin, M.P., introduced yo:.u-
deputation to Mr. Birrell in the Chief %cmtarv s ToOM.

Messrs. Johnson, Hill, Campbell and Daly addressed the Chief
Secretary on point$ already d:scusaad with the Labour Party and.
the Irish Party. ¥
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Mz, Birrell said he was very glad that he had the opportunity of
meeting your deputation. With regard to the exclusion of Ulster
he did not like to close a door if closing meant bloodshed. He was
glad, however, to hear the opinions of the representatives of Irish
Labour, more especially as they spoke with authority of the con-
ditions in Ulster. He recognised their position, and realised that
whilst as a Trades Congress they had never proclaimed themselves
Home Rulers as had been stated by them, still they stood for a
United Ireland in the Labour World. But he was haunted by the
spectre called up in Ulster, and he had to try to prevent bloodshed
if it were possible. When the workers realised that the exclusion
was only of a tentative character, he did not believe that the men
to whom the Deputation referred as loving Ireland would plunge
their country into Civil War for the sake of the few years covered
by the proposals. The question of the Inspection of Factories was
not in his Department, but he recognised the point made by the
Deputation, and admitted that to some extent he was responsible
for seeing the law earried out. He referred humorously to the
request for representation on the Senate, and said that it would not
be overlooked. It was the first application that he had received
for an unpaid job. In reference to the Medical Benelits, that, too,
would be considered as well as the points in reference to the Rail-
ways and the Feeding of Necessitous School Children. With
regard to the Schedule of the Home Rule Bill, they were wrong in
thinking that the Government had not considered it from all points
of view, as Sir H. Verney, who accompanied him, could tell them.
He was glad to meet them, however, and they could rely that
whatever could be done would be done.

A discussion ensued, in which Mr. Birrell, Sir H. Verney, and
your Deputation took part, and it was eventually agreed to submit
amendments to the Schedule for consideration.

The Deputation, having returned thanks, withdrew,

(Government of Ireland Bill,—During the year your Committee
have been engaged in trying to secure that the demands of the
Irish Trades Union Congress in reference to representation of the
Irish industrial workers should be given effect to. Early in the
year we were met with the reply of the Chief Secretary—that no
amendments to the schedule of the Bill could be entertained.
Prior to this on several occasions they pointed out the unfairness
of the schemsh:;fe}rapm%t;tnﬁon. as it haddbtilu: rumoured that
<changes were likely to suggested, unti following reply
- seemed 10 close the masier :— - & 1opd
"~ Irish Office, Old Queen's St., SW., 28th February, :

SiR—With reference to vour letter of the 24th insat?ﬁt.'?l:m
alesired by Mr. Birrell to say that, in his opinion, there is no necessity
for any alteration of the gchedule of the Government of Ireland
Bill relating to representation such as you suggest.

I am, §ir, your obedient Servant,

Rt _ A. P. MacILL,

 Secretary, Irish Trades Union Congress, Dublin.

A .
= T e A
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In March of the present year, however, the Right Hon. H. H. Asquith,
Prime Minister, announced his intention, if it was agreeable to
the Opposition, of excluding, under certain conditions, several
counties in Ulster. Your Committee immediately eommunicated
with the Prime Minister, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and the
Labour Party, pressing on them your claims anew.

The following letter was forwarded to the Chief Secretary, and
letters on the same lines were sent to the Labour Party and to
Mr. J. E. Redmond, M.P. :—

IRISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS,
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE,
DusrLiN, 21st March, 1914.

Right Hon. Augustine Birrell, K.C.,, M.P.,
Chief Secretary for Ireland,
Irish Office,
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. '
DEAR SIR, }

Mr. A. P- Magill's letter of 28th ult., in response to my letter to
you under date February 24th, in which he states that he was
directed by you to inform us that in your opinion " there is no necessi
for any alteration of the Schedule of the Government of Ireland Bill,™
was before my Committee at their recent meeting.

I am directed to say that they quite appreciate your statement
in reference to your opinion; but I am further directed to draw your
attention to the fact that in public pronouncements made by you
my Committee gather that in your opinion there is no necessity for any

whatever in the Bill or the Schedule thereto. And notwith-
standing that, a considerable portion of the time given to the recent
debate showed us that the Government agreed to suggest, and yom
acquiesced in amendments to or alterations in this very Schedule.

My Committee feel that if you had consented to receive a depu-
tation when we requested you to do so that we would have shown you
that there is a very urgent need ‘ relating to representation "’ such as
I suggested, and they feel assured that you would have been convinced
of its necessity yourself. Take, for instance, the case of Newry, which
at present sends a representative to the Imperial Parliament, and.
which is an industrial, as differing from an agricultural, population,
This constituency is cut in two, one portion allocated to the agricultural
area of Co. Down and the other to the agricultural area of South Armagh.
And again, take the case of Kilkenny, which also returns a member to
‘Westminster—this is swallowed up in North Kilkenny, Wexford,
formerly a borough constituency, and Galway at present a single-mem-
ber constituency, are treated in like manner. And so on. Tn the whole
E‘dvineeoﬁmnnanghtthmismtoneconsﬁtumc_yinwhichthe

dustrial workers have the slightest chance of securing representation,
The Schedule as drafted, and which in your opinion, does not need
alteration, gives to the rural areas a representation of 128 as dgainst
34 to the Urban areas. . 4 .

T the views of my Committee, representing the organised
workers of Ireland, shall receive the consi n to which I feel
they are entitled.

' _ Yours truly,

.- P. T, DALY, Secretary.’
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Your Committee gave their earnest attention to the question of
the provosed exclusion of Ulster, A res-lution was adopted and sent
%o the Prime Minister, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, the Leaders
of the Labour Party and of the different Irish Parties, and they
endpnvgurod to secure inferviews in order to enter their protest
against the course suggested. They issued a Manifestr and
. convened a Public Demonstration at which the following resolution
was carried with acclamaticn :—

That this Mass Meeting of Trish Workers places on record its
emf:hatic protest against the suggested exclusion of any portion of
Ireland, whether temporary or permanent, from the provisions of the
Home Rule Bili, as-we consider such exclusion would be a national
disgrace, and, in addition, we feel that the separation of the demo-
cracy of Ulster from those of the other Provinces would be a dire
calamity. That in strongly and emphatically protesting against the
Tecent attempt of certain military officers to utilise the armed forces
in this country for the purpose of furthering the interests of their class,
we desire to impress upon the workers the necessity for learning
aright and fully digesting the full signifiance of this action, and to in
future apply it in a similar manner in the interests of their own clas

Your Committee opened up c-mmunication with the Labour
Party through Mr. Arthur Henderson, M.P., and received a reply
from Mr, Charles Duncan, M.P., fecretary of the Parliamentary

Group, as follows :— *
House of Commons,
23rd March, 1914,

Dear Sir—Your letters to Mr Henderson have been considered by
the officers of the Party.

. o They agree with what your resolution states as to the exclusion of
Ulster, and anything the Party may u}timatel{ agree to by way of
amendment to the present Home Rule Bill will be agreed to in order

to make any measure of Home Rule possible and with a view to

g:]aﬂng circumstances that will eventually lead to complete Home
e.

With refud to your suggested amendments to the Schedules, the
officers will be very glad to consider them and raise them if at all
Ppossible, but at the present moment it looks as though there will be
* Bo opportunity for suggesting amendments. In any event whatever
amendments might be made must be agreed amendments, and that
is the difficulty.

In connection with the extension of the Feeding of School
Children to Ireland, you will perhaps be aware that we have a Bill
this ion making the t Act compul where the necessity
exists We understnngn:ﬁ;lt when this Bill reaches Committee
amendments are to be moved to extend the 1go6 Act—the Per-

missive Act—to Ireland. We shall be glad to know whether your

- Committee would agree to such amendments, and we should also be
glad to have a statement of their views as to how the Act shodld be
administered in Ireland, for, as you know. the machinery of the
gnglkh Act could not' be made applicable to the conditions prevailing

country,

onthﬂni.nt to which you draw attention is the extension of
ts to Ireland  We did that this matter would

have been dealt with this Session, and we ha:e not entirely lost hope
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: E;:,but thetgretmtmﬂtkdstlteofaﬂain here makes it
btful whether there will be any chance of getting thromgh

more than the routine financial business and the Bills that are under
the operation of the Parliament Act. However, you may tely on us
ot to forget the amsiety of your Committee on this matter, and have
it dealt with if we can.

Yours faithfully,
CHARLES DUNCAN,

Mr. P. T, Daly, Irish Parliamentary Commiitee,

Your Committee considered this letter unsatisfactory, inssmuch.
as 1t suggested the probability of the Labour Party considering the
advisability of adopting the counsels of some 6ther Party as against
the demand of the Irish Labour Movement. The Secretary was
mstrueted fo reply as follows : —

C. Duncan, Esqg., M.P,,
House of Commons.

IRISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS,
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE,
: TRADES HALL.

Dublin, 30th March 1914,

DEAR S;R—Your letter of the 23rd inst.,, was before my Com-
mittee on Saturday.

In reference to your statement that: “They agree . . . . . .
m:i ultimatety agree to by way of amendment to the present Home
Rule Bill, will be agreed to in order to make any measure of Home
Rale possible, and with a view to creating circumstances that will
even(ually lead to complete Home Rule,” my Committee, speaking
on be! of the organised workers of Treland, think that the views
of their constituents should have first consideration from the Labour
Party for all legislation affecting Ireland. I may add that the reason
my Committee adopted the resolution forwarded to the Chairman,
and which he has not yet acknowledged, was because they are con-
vinced that it would not be so easy to secure that ** complete Home
Rule,” which your colleagues so earnestly desire, after the partition
of the country and the division of the workers as before it takes place.

In reference to the Feeding of Necessitous School Children Act, we
are desirous of securing the extension to Ireland of the provisions of
Mr. Jowett’s Bill, if at all possible; but, failing that, we would be

to secure the extension to Ireland of the Act of 1906. With regard

r query as to administration, my Committee favour the local

authorities administering it, Borough Councils, in the borough areas
and Urban Councils and Rural District Counci's in the other areas

In reference to Medical Benefits, my Committee are very desirous
that this matter should ba pressed on immediately. They have been
agitating this matter since before the Act was passed. In our various
jnterviews with the Labour Party we explained all this. A Comirissicoy
sat in Ireland, and presented a Report advocatingithe extension to the
Urban Areas of the Medical Benefits, and we would be glad if you
would elicit by means of guestions what are the intentions of the

t with regard to it.
e ; Yours faithfully,
- P. T. DALy, Secretary.
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Arising out of the Public Meeting held to protest against the
attempt to divide the workers of Ireland, the Dublin Metropolitan
Police Authorities issued summonses on a charge of obstruction
against Mr. Walsh, President of the Cork United Trades Couneil ;
Alderman Lynch, Vice-President Sligo Trades Council ; Councillprs
Partridge and Lawlor, and three of the members of the Parlia-
mentary Committee—Messrs. 0’Brien, Campbell and Daly. Fines
were imposed in each case. But inasmuch as for a period of over

*thirty years public meetings had been held in the same thorough-

fare the defendants refused to pay any fines. Mr. O'Brien was
arrested on the evening of May 14th, but was released on the 15th.
Two questions were asked in the House of Commons, of which the
following is one :— ,

-—"m
Mr. William Thorne—To ask the Chief Secretatg to the Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland, whether, with regard to the E) ice proceedings
that were instituted against ns who s?o e at a meeting
ogamsed by the Trades Union Congress and held in Dublin on the
5th of April last, he is aware that other meetings, addressed by
honourable Members of this House, have been held on the same
spot without interference, notably in April, 1912, and September, 1913 ;
and if he will state why such action was taken in connection with
this meeting to protest against the exclusion of Ulster from the
provisions ot the Government of Ireland Bill. (:8th May, 1914.)
Mr. Birrell —I am aware that public meetings have been held in
Sackville Stree}tl, I)ubl."lsn, on at least twomoccam‘o{ns vtvlilthgu:: dﬁﬁfmﬁ
-arrangements having been previo or the ho suc
meetings. The proceedings in thgﬂg'esent case were taken to obtain
a legal decision as to l::ﬁi ight of holding meetings on a main
thoroughfare and obstructing the traffic, to the great inconyenience
-of the public. There are several spaces near Sackville Street
where a meeting conld be held without inconvenience to the public,
and the promoters of this meeting were warned beforehand against
holding it in Sackville Street. (18th May, 1914.). :
Formation of Irish Labour Party —As instructed by Congress
your Jommittee had the :}uestion of preparing the Stinding Orders
and Constitution for the Irish Trade Union Oongress and Labour
Party under consideration, and after considerable discussion
adopted the following for presentation to Congress :— '
THE TRISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS AND
LABOUR PARTY.

ROUGH DRAFT OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTION, i

‘ (1) Tire—The Irish Trades Union Congress and Labour Party.
~ (2) Onseers—To organise and unite the workers of Ireland in

er to improve their status and conditions generally, and to take

- such action in the Industrial and Political fields, with that end in
 view, as may be decided upon at its Annual Meetings.

(3) ArriLiariox—The Irish Trades Union Congress and Labour
« . O‘
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(4) Fivaxce—All Affiliated Bodies ehall pay such fees as are
lsid down in the Standing Orders together with a fee for each
Delegate sent to the Annual Meeting.

The National Executive shall be authorized to issue a Special
Appeal for Funds for Political and other purposes from time to
time as may seem desirable.

(5) NarioNan Execurive—The National Executive shall consist
of ‘eight members together with Chairman, Vice-Chairman,
Freasurer, and Secretary ; all of whom shall be elected by ballot
at the Annual Meeting.

(6) Doumies oF NarroNar ExecurivE—The National Executive
shall ;

(1) Endeavour to give effect to the decisions of the
Annual Meetings.

(2) Wateh all Legislative Measures affecting Labour
in Ireland.

(3) Initiate such legislative and other action as may be
necessary and as the Annual Meeting may direct.

(4) Endeavour to secure the independent representation
of Irish Labour in Parliament and upon all Public
Boards.

(5) Generally to co-operate with the organised workers
in other countries towards the common advancement
of labour.

( Narionar Exeovrivé Sus-Coxmitrer—The National Ex-
ecutive shall appoint a Sub-Committee of four, together with the
Secretary, which shall meet at least once a month and transact all
routine and urgent business. Matters of importance to be sub-
mitted to all the members of the National Executive.

(8) CANDIDATES—

(1) A candidate for Parliament must be nominated
by the National Executive or by one or more of the
Affiliated Bodies.

(2) A candidate must be selected at a Conference con-
vened by the local Trades Council. Where no
Trades Council exists, the National Executive shall
arrange to have a Conference convened.

(3) Before any action towards the selection of a candi-
didate is taken, the National Executive should in
the first instance be consulted, and no candidature
can be promoted until endorsed by the National
Executive. :

(4) The e of candidates for election to local
hodiesm borne by the local organisation or
organisations gmmoting such candidature, and in
the case of Parliamentary elections, the expenditure
ghall be borne by the body or bodies nominating a
candidate with such financial assistance as the
Central Funds can afford,
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In addition to the foregoing objects, it shall be the duty of the
National Executive to assist in adjusting all differences, on the
m%uest of the trade affected, between employers and employees
and to aid affiliated bodies in their efforts to improve the con-
ditions of employment.

DRAFT STANDING ORDERS,

1. Orenive Proorepings.—The Congress shall assemble at
9.30 a.m (except the first day, when the proceedings shall com-
mence at 11 a.m.), prompt, adjourn at 1 p.m., reassemble at 2 p.m.,
and adjourn at 5 p.m. each day.

2. Dereaates’ QuarirrcatioNs.—The Congress shall consist of
(1) Delegated members or officials from bona-fide trade and labour
unions who are or have been practical workers at the trade or
calling they represent; (2) delegated members or officials from
recognised trades councils or similar bodies; and (3) any person
-qualified to represent a trade or labour union on any Irish trade or
labour council duly affiliated to Congress, shall be eligible to
represent such trade or labour union at Congress. The Delegates’
fees (£1 each), affiliation fees (as per Rule 3), and all personal
expenses allowed such Delegates must be defrayed by the union or
council they represent. -

3. Finavonan Svrporr.—The minimum Annual Contribution
payable not later than fourteen days previous to the Annual
Meeting shall be from societies or branches of societies at the rate
of one penny per member on their full certified membership to
date, and in the case of amalgamated unions it shall be assessed on
their full Irish membership simiarly. And it shall be the duty of
the Secretary to have these figures verified where necessary. 1'rades
Councils shall pay £1 for each 5,000 members or part thereof
represented. The minimum Annual Contribution from all affiliated
bodies shall be 10s.

4, Sraxpive Orpers Comuirree.—A Standing Orders Com-
mittee of five shall be elected from the Members of Congress, whose
duties shall be to verify and report upon the credentials of the
Delegates, see to the proper conduct of the business of Congress,
and have control of the distribution of all literature, introduction
of deputations, and other special business not provided for in these
Orders. The Standing Orders Committee shall meet not later than
half an hour previous to each sitting of Congress for the purpose
of the despatch of business.

5. Mope oF Vormwa.—TerLers.—The voting upon all matters
shall be by show of hands. Tellers shall be appointed at the
opening of Con, whose ruling as to numbers shall be final,
In cases where the Tellers disagree, the Chairman shall order a re-
count. Serutineers (3) shall be appointed before the distribution
of the ballot papers for the election of the National Executive Com-
mittee and shall hand in a signed report to the Chairman of Con~
~ gress as early as possible after vouching for the accuracy of the

»
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6. Resorurions.—Resolutions intended for the Congress, with
the name of the proposer, shall be in the hands of the Secretary of
the National Executive Committee at least SIX WEEKS before the
meeting of Congress in Whit Week, and shall be at once printed
and gent out by the Secretary of the National Executive Committee
to the various trades and labour societies and trades councils in

Ireland.

7. AMENDMENTS T0 REsoLuTioNs.—Amendments to the pro-
positions on the Agenda, written and signed in the following
manner, viz : —" Amendmaent to Resolution No. 8, to be proposed by
Mr. John Smith, Belfast,”’ must be sent to the Secretary of the
National Executive Committeee at least ONE CLEAR WEEK before
the meeting of Clongrees, and shall be printed and in the hands of
the Delegates along with the National Executive Committee’s Report,
on the assembling of Congress, before the commencement of
business.

8 ResorurioNs axd AMENDMENTS,—AIl Resolutions and Amend-
ments must be endorsed by and sent through the authorised
officials of trade or labour organisations or trades councils sending
Delegates to Congress. The names, addresses and societies repre-
sented by the Delegates shall be printed and ready for distribution
at the commencement of Congress.

9. LimiratioNy or Speecars.—The mover of a resolution or
amendment shall be allowed ten minutes and each succeeding speeker
five minutes each. No one shall speak more than once upon each re- -
solution or amendment except the mover of the original motion, who
shall be given an opportunity to reply. No second amendment or
rider to an original proposition shall be put to a vote until the first
amendment is disposed of,

10. Naroxan Execurive —The National Executive shall be
elected on the last day of the Annual Meeting, and Delegates only
shall be eligible for election. More than one member of the same
trade or occupation shall not be entitled to sit; but this condition
shall not apply to the officers. The Secretary shall aitend the
Annual Meeting by virtue of his office and be eligible for re-election,
The National Executive shall fix hissalary. At least two meetin
of the National Executive, or of a Sub-Committee, shall be held
in the locality selected for the next year's Congress, such meetings
to be arranged in conjunction with the local trades council or
organised trade unions.

11. Namioxar Exgourive Report.—The Report of the National
Executive, which shall have been transmitted to the Delegates at
least three days befire the assembly of Congress, shall be the
business next following that of the election of Congress cfficers.
And after the disposal of same the tenure of office of the National
Executive shall cease. A printed balance-sheet duly audited and
certified by the auditors to be presented to each delegate on the
second day of the meeting. - ' :
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- 12, Lasour Megrina.—At least onme General Labour
Meeting shall be held, under the auspices of the National Executive
Committee, in each town during the sittings of the Annual Con-
gress, the local trades council to render such assistance im
arranging for halls, advertising, ete., as shall be requisite,

13. Suspexsion or Staspine Orpeps.—Standing Orders shall
not be snspended unless previous intimation shall have been given
toStanding Orders Committee, and the motion agreed to by a two-
thirds vote of the Delegates present.

14. Nexr Prace or MeeTiNG.—Nominations for the next place
of meeting shall be forwarded to the Secretary for inclusion on the
Agenda of Congress, and only places soncminated sl all be eligible
or consideration.

This dcecument was circulated amongst the different Unions and
amendments were asked to be sent ia for consideration by Cengress,
some of which have been received.

Dublin Dispute.—Your Committee were busily engaged during
the year in connection with the dispute in Dublin. We desire to
reeord our appreciation of the magnificent and spontaneous demon-
stration of support displayed by the workers of (reat Britain and
¥reland. We have already conveyed this thanks to the British
T'rades Congress, whilst to the Scottish Trades Con our thanks
are due for the spirited response they made from their own funds °
in aid of the appeal, to which your Committee contributed the
sum of twenty pounds. In Ireland we have to record instances of
self-denial and generosity on behalf of the workers unequalled in
any struggle heretofore.  Whilst we do not feel justified in
specially mentioning a number of Societies, we feel that our thanks
are particularly due to the Limerick Pork Butchersand the Limerick
Carters and Storemen for their munificent contributions continued
throughout the whole fight, and we hope that the gratitude of the
workers of Ireland will be given practical expression in the case
of the latter Union, which is at present engaged in a struggle for
the maintenance of their Union and the betterment of their class.
Your Committee took occasion to place on record their condemnation
of the police authorities for their. brutality and the Government for
their partiality during the fight and in their appointment of the
QCommission of Inquiry into the police outrages, and desire to
record our appreciation of the action of the Bristol Trades Couneil
in trying to influence the Member for Bristol North, who is Chief
Secretary for Ireland, to place a workers' representative on the Com-
mission. We regret, however, that the promise made by the Chief
Secretary was not carried out, and as a consequence the Inquiry
degenerated into a farce. In this connection we protest against the
~ action and speech of Mr. P. J. Brady, M.P., and the voting of the
~ JTrish Party on the question.
~ Your Committee desire to acknowledge with grateful thanks the

it 1 from the Co-operative Movement in. Gireat.

.

L TR YRS
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Britain and Treland. They desive to emphasise: the importance of
<loser relations existing between the Trades Union Movement and
the Co-operative Movement, and hope that the object-lesson derived
from the late dispute will not be lost sight of by the Labour
Movement in Ireland.

Inter-Trade -Union Dispute in Waterford—Your Commitiee
regret the continuance of this dispute in Waterford They consi-
dered the report of their delegation to Waterford reported at last
Congress, and endeavoured to have the breach healed. The report
from Waterford goes to show that the men who took the places of
the men on strike continue to hold them. These men were, and it
is alleged are, members of the Belfast Society. Your Committee
cannot vouch for the accuracy of this statement, inasmuch as Mr.
Thomas M*Connell, who was elected last year, has resigned his seat
upon the Parliamentary Committee. On the other hand, our
deputation reported that the Secretary of the Waterford Branch of
the Irish Amalgamated Union of Bakers told them that his men
would not work with any man who was not a member of the Irish
Amalgamated Union * Your Committee reiterate the hope that
something may be done in the immediate fufure to bring the bakers
of Ireland into closer union and to prevent this intercine warfare.

Fair Wages Rlesolution.—Your Committee have again to express
their regret that Iocal Councils in Ireland do not observe to the
full Trade Union C-mditions with regard to their employment or
their contracts, and notwithstanding the fact that the Local
Gowernment Board has circularized them in connection with it, the
Fair Wages Resolution remains more honoured in the bresch than
the observance, We have had correspondence with the War
Department in connection with their contracts in Treland, and
we are glad to report that, mainly through the action of the
Labour Party, the complaint made by the Delegate of the Dublin
Bakers last year has heen attended to, and the contract given to
a Trade Union firm. In connection with the supply of brushes we
have had further correspondence, but, we regret to say, without
satisfactory results,

Obituary—Your Committee regret to chronicle the death of Mr.
Patrick Healy, who for a number of years represented the Irish
(lass Rottlemakers at our Annual (‘ongress, and they desire to
extend their sympathy to his widow and family as well as to the
members of the Irish Glass Bottlemakers' Union, of which he was
an old and valued member. They also regret to chronicle the
death of one of our sisters and two of our brothers who were
brutally done to death in the stréets of Dublin during the dispute
in Dublin in the month of August of last year, Alice Brady,
James Nolan and John Byrne. Your Commiitee have already
" d to their bereaved relatives their sympathy in their
terrible bereavement.
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Resignation of Mr. MeConnell.—At the concluding Session of
last year's ('ongress an arrangement was arrived at in connection
with the Waterford Bakers' Dispute, and early in the year your
Committee endeavoured to give it effect as stated in the earlier
portion of this report. Mr. MeConnell resigned before the first
meeting in Dublin of the Committee elected in Cork. Your
Committee decided unanimously that Mr. McConnell’s resignation
be received but not accepted, and that he be requested to forward
a report as to what steps had been taken to carry out the under-
dertaking given to Congress that the Belfast Bakers would be
withdrawn from Waterford. This decision was forwarded to Mr.
McConnell under date "September 9th, 1913. Your Committee
obtained no reply to their communication, and at their mnext
meeting decided to accept Mr. McConnell's resignation, but not to
fill the vacancy.

Labour Legislation—Of the Bills which the Labour Party
introduced they were unable to make progress with any of them,
although the Premier pledged the Government to allow facilities
for their education (Provision of Meals) Act Amendment Bill to
become law this Session,

Signed.—
James Taekix, Chairman.
Trouas Joussox, Viee Chairman.
D. R. Camrnrrs, T'reasurer.
Mo aux, J.P5 . 10
Tromas MacPawrrix,
R. P. O'Carrorr, T.C., P.L.G.
M. J. O'LEnaxe,
Jonx O'Svrnivas.
Wittian O'Braes.
W. E. Hie
P. T. Dary, Seeretary.

The following Amended Schedule has been forwarded at his
request to Mr. J. R. MacDonald, M.P., Chairman of the TLabour
_ Party. Tt has also been forwarded to Mr. Rirrell, Chief Secretary
Aor Ireland, as well as to the leaders of the otlier Parties in the

g
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AMENDMENT OF THE FIRST SCHEDULE TO THE GOVERN-
MENT OF IRELAND BILL SUGGESTED BY THE PARLIA-
%ARY COMMITTEE OF THE IRISH TRADES UNION

i I

Constituencies , No. of Constituencies No. of
named in Mem- Proposed by Irish | Mem-
Bill. bers. | Trades Union Congress| bers.
ULSTER.
AnTtRIM CO. North ..... 2 ANTRIM COUNTY ........ 6
37 Ml s 2 ‘orth Antrim Boroughs
” East ... 2 (including Coleraine) .. I
» South .... 2 South Antrim Borough& I
ARMAGH Co. North . 2 |ArMAGH COUNTY ...... 3
»” Mid. . 1 Armagh Boroughs I
e South . 1
BELFAsT Crry East .| 5 BELrAST Crrv (as per
¥ South 3 Bill) ..... oo T N
A West ... 2
- North J 4
Cavax Co. West . / 2 CAVAN COUNTY ..vvvnvn 4
4 Fast . =h
|
Dongcar, Co. North . ’ 2 DONEGAY, €O, Liaveeiorss 3
o West .. e
" East .. 1
” SDuth wen 2 i
Down Co. horth otk o 2 DOWN COUNTY ...ooovas 6
s East . ,l z North Down Boroughs 1t
& West . 2 South Down Boroughs|
ve South ..... 2 (including all Newry) I
FERMANAGH Co’' Nth.. 1 Frrmanaca CoUNTY
o Sth. . I (excluding Ezm.lskﬂlem
| which it is
| to include with Ty-
| rone Boroughs) ...... 2
MoxAcHAN Co. North I E,BI()SAGHAN County ... 2
P South 1
LONDONDERRY CITV ... 2 [LoNDONDERRY CITY .. 2
& Co. Northa..! 2 CouNty ... 4
B ) th... 2. (exdudmg Coleraine)
TvroNE Co. North ..... 1 TYR{)NE COUNTY . 3
3 East ...... I Borquhs {““t
» m wasw % dudnlg Fn | -
& Soutl ... I
Total for Ulster .........| 50  (Total for Ulster .........| 50
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Constituencies No. of Constituencies | No. of
named in Mem- by Irish | Mem-
Bill. bers. |’I'rades Union Congress| bers.
LEINSTER.

DusLiy Gty Dueraxy Criry  (includ-
College Green ......... 3 ing the entire D.M.P.
Harbonur wesessss sass 3 BTRR) +uiisnyatsvs v cpiuiieos g
Ste 's Green...... 2
St. Patrick’s L biae 3

DusrLiy Co. North ..... 3 DUBLIN COUNTY .....ont 3

» South ... 3
Knpare Co. North ...| 1 |[KIDARE COUNTY ...... z

» South ... I
Wickrow Co. West ... 1 VICKLOW COUNTY .uavs 2

" Eﬁst e b £
EKnxesny Co. North .. 2 KENNY GO i 3

P " South .. 1
CARTOW (C0. onsvsesenee 1 [Carrow CouNTY ......| I
XKine's Co., Birr ......c. 1 KING'S COUNTY vinepives| 1 2

" €| I T
-

QUEEN'S Co., Ossory .. ¥ OURENS CO.eoiivienenn 2

" A I
LONGFORD Co., North | ‘1 [LONGFORD Co. .......... 2

y South. 1
WEsTMEATH Co., Nth, 1 |[Wesrsmeara Co. ........ 2

» VR

1

I

I

I

2

2

41

- —_
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~ Consfituencies No. of Constituencies No. of
named. in { Mem- | Proposed by Irish | Mem-
Bill. | bers, |Trades Union Congresal bers.
Imsm—ConUnued |
Brought forward ...| 12 ‘ Brought forward ....| 17
RORE Co., S B, ciiv.oeves I :
o "North ........ 2 ‘West Cork Boroughs...| 1
i Mid, e ieis 2 |Eaat Cork Boronghs ... 1
e ‘West .......0 5 .
> Sonth' ... ... 1
4
Kerry Co., North .. 1 CERRY COUNTY .,..... ve 1
- West .,,... 2 Letry Boroughs ........
- South . I
" East ......| 1 |
{ _ 2
Lovrick Criy ....oo... 2 TIMERICE CITY ......... 15 g
Lnmrick Co., West... 2 LIMERICK COUNTY ...}
5 East .... 2
Treeerary Co., North i TIPPERARY COUNTY ... 3
5 West . 1 Tipperary Boroughs ... X
" SO‘Ilth I i
s Fast i - 3
WargrrorDp Crry ...... st WALERFORD CITV . 1
WATERFORD G0, West| % |WATERFORD COUNTY...| 2
5 East 1
Total for Munster...| 37 Total for Munster ..., 37
'CONNAUGHT.
Garway Co., Conne- GATAVAY COUNTY .oonif T
mara .. % Galway Boroughs ...... 1
” North ... -]
r East ..... 2
=T South . 2
lnnro Co,,, North ... 2 vo COUNTY ...... 7
- West iveess 2 yo smd Shgn '.Bot
e Rast-on 2 oughs .. 1
5 South_ S 2
mm ch 2 0SCOMMON COUNTY .| 4
Sth. 2
s South ... 1
IJQIIBIHCD, North ... : 'i!.mm CO. .ocviearnnns z
- t| 25 | Total for Connaught 25

25




ORI - cvocoursanessisnsnnssonasverivassavesnssneorsosssnss 50
.................................................. 4%

MUNSTER . 37
COWNATOEE i 7ovvioss s saierasibasuevissTrvRTl - AsaVEL Vo% 25
162

DUBLIN T NIVERBITY vicisevernssasnsrisvssissnsnbssorn 2
164

ProrosED NEw CONSTITUENCIES—ONE MEMBER EACH.

ULSTER.

North Antrim Boroughs (including Coleraine)—Ballymena, popu-
lation 11,381; Ballymon;y, a},!oo; Portrush, 2,107; Ballycastle,
1,485 ; Coleraine, 7,785. Total, 25,858.

South Antrim Boroughs, comprising Lisbum, 61:03)11.1811(‘»11 12,388;
Larne, 8,036 ; Ballyclare, 3,360 ; Carrickfergus, 4,008. Total, 28,405%.

Tyrone Boroughs (and Enniskillen) comprising Omagh, ulation
4,836 ; Cookstown, 3,685; Dungannon, 3,830; Strnbanpzp 5,107 ;
Enniskillen, 4,847. Total, 22,305.

Armagh Boroughs, comprising Armagh, ulation 7,356; Porta-
dmv 11,727; I‘“‘gml 123553' TM! 3llg£ d

North Down , comprising Newtownards, population
%.ésrs?; B Wiwid g:lywmd 4,035 ; Donaghadee, 2,215; Com-

, 2,589. Total, 26,202. -

South Down Boroughs, comprising Newry, ulation 11,063 ;
Banbridge, s5,101; Dromore, 2,364; Downpatri 3,109. Total,

22,627.
LEINSTER.

Wexford Boroughs, comprising Wexford, population, 11,531 ; New
Ross, 5,547 ; Enmscorthy, 5,495, Total, 22,573.

Louth Boroughs, comprising Dundalk, population, 13,128 ; Drogheda,
12,501. Total, 25,629.

MUNSTER.

West Cork Boroughs, comp Bantry, population 3,159; Skib-
bereen, 3,021; Bandon, 3,122; Kinsale, 4,020; C(l ilty, 2,061 3
Macroom, 2,717. Total, 19,000.

East Cork Boroughs, comprising Fernoy, population 6,863 ; Midleton,
3,8182: Mallow, 4,452 ; Queenstown, 8,209 ; Youghal, 5,6348. Total,
2 1354'

Tipperary Boroughs, comprising Clonmel, population 10,2003
Tgpg%n:y, 6,645 Carrick-on-Suir, 5,235; Thurles, 4,549. Total, -
26,638,

Kerry , comprising Tralee, population 10,300; Killarey
5.?93: Lmas.m; Dingle, 1,884 ; Caherciveen, 1,806, :n,m:
23,285. i

> CONNAUGHT,
and Mayo Boroughs, compri ligo, population, 11,1645 °

bar, 3,608 ; Ballina, 4,662 ; Westport, 3,674, Total, 23,198.
Galway Boroughs, comprising Galway City ion 13,2552
- Tuam, 2,980; Ballinasloe, 5,169 ; Loughrea, 2,335. Total, 23,742,

e

O - ATy Fhy, . T,
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FIRST DAY—MONDAY, JUNE 1st, 1014.

The Twenty-first Annnal Irish Trades Union (‘ongress was
?sened in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Dublin, on June lss,
914.

Mr. Thomas Johnson, Vice-Chairman Parliamentary Committee,
took the chair at the opening, welcomed the delegates, and ex-
pressed the hope that the Congress would be the beginning of a
new movement. He asked Councillor Richard O'Carroll, as the
leader of the Labour Party in the Dublin Corporation, to welecome
the  delegates on behalf of the Corporation and the Labour
citizens.

Councillor ("Carroll, in extending to the delegates a hearty
welcome to the metropolis, hoped the proceedings would be
gratifying to themselves, beneficial to their bnions,_ and stimulating
to the whole Labonr movement. There were some there who had
been present at the birth of the Congress, they had watched it
through the perils of childhood, and were now celebrating its
coming of age. The next stage to be celebrated in the life of the
Congress would be its Golden .Jubilee; and when that came about
he trusted many of them would be there to see it : and he hoped
that it would be celebrated in this ecity, and that Dublin would
then be the Capital of a free, independent, and prosperous Nation.
* Mr. John Simmons, Seeretary Dublin Trades Counncil, also
welcomed the delegates on behalf of the industrial movement. He
recalled the circumstances in which the First Congress had been
established, and declared that they were such that there was
nothing left for the Irish unions but to start their own Congress.
During these twenty-one years they had brought the cause of
Labour prominently not only before Ireland, but before the world.
Many beneficial Acts of Parliament had been passed for the workers
through the agency of that and the English and Scottish Trades
Congresses—the laiter of which has been founded on the same
grounds as their own. This Congress would bear f_m-ou!.able
comparison with its predecessors. He hoped its deliberations
wonld bear fruit and lead to good results. Standing almost on
the same spot as twenty-one years ago, he could congratulate
himself and them ou the manner in which the Congress had
Mr. Johnson expressed the gratitude of the Congress for the
welcome accorded to them. ‘ Ao

On the motion of Mr. ('Lehane, seconded by Couneillor
O'Carroll, Mr. John Simmons was elected Assistant Secretary to
the Congress. :

Mr. Arthur Murphy, P.L.G., and Mr. H. T. Whitley were
appointed Tellers.
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The election of Standing Orders Committee was then taken up..
Six nominations were ! veceived, aid, on” &) ballof Teing taken, the
wvoting was as follows :—Conncillor T, Lawlor, PR, 83;
Mz John Farven, 50 ; Mr. Patrick Lynch, 48; My, Arthur Doran, 41;
lTl 4 i ('ilﬁﬁill_\" 33 Mre. Dawson Gord m, 24, Tl:a first live were
declared ¢lected as Stunding Orders Commitice.

Three nominations were received for two Auditors, and, on@
vote being taken, the fhigures were:—.\. Dreslan, 44 : T Hegarty,
45; F. Hall, 17.  The first two were declared elected,

On the motion of Mr: William ('Brien, seconded by My, 1", Farren,
Mr. James Larkin was elected President hy acelamation, and
received a great ovation on taking the chair.

PRESIDENT'S  ADDR ESS.
. Larkin then delivered his Presidential Address,  He gaid ==
Coxitanes—We are Tiving in momentons times, hut we who have
been elected to tike up and carry still further the banner
which was hoisted by the pioneers twenty-one yoars ago in this
cily cannot afford to make mistakes. The knowledge 1gained i
the bitter days of the past should strengthen ws in our de tberbﬁéﬁ““
and work in the future (hear, hear). We are now on RN E

THE THRESHOLD OF A NEWER MOVEMENT, |

with a newer hope and new inspiration (¢heers). The best thanks
we could offer those who went before and who ruised the Irish
working class from their knees was to press forward with deter-
mination and enthnsiasim towards the ultimate goal of their efforts,
viz., a “ Co-operative Commonwealth for Irelind.” Tn the mean-
time, the immediate work 0 hand was the establishment of a New ;
Party—a Labour Party—an industrial army : « jpolitical party,
whase politics would be the assurance of bread and butter il‘:::- all
(hear, hear). We have been told in every mood and tense,
throughout the long weary past, that no common denominator
could govern the actions of the workers’ activities—North and
South, The question of Home Rule—the question of what some
ple call religion—had been used to divide them in the past.
E:W'ﬂmt the Government of Ireland Bill, which was alleged to he g
Home Rule Bill, was on the Statute Book, and would be law in '
the immediate future, that question was settled unce and for all
heers). The question of religion was a matter for each indi o
s conscience, and ina great wany cases was the outcome of
birth or residence in a certain geographical area. Claiming for
wurselves liberty of couscience, liberty to worship, weshall see to it

| THAT EVERY OTHER INDIVIDUAL ENJOVS TiE SAME RIGHT, '
lerance has been the curse of our, is for us to
¥ " i ‘1’{

country. It
for

toleration and comra
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reconsider our position. Whatever other classes in Ireland ‘might
do, we must march forward to the complete conquest of Ireland,
not as representing sections, sects or parties, but as representative
of the organised working class as a whole (cheers). There must be
freedom for all to live, to think, to worshij (cheers). No book, no
avenue must be closed (applause). B, God's help and the
intelligent use of their own strong right arms they could
accomplish great things. The Irish working class were now rising
from their knees and attaining full stature. The
NEW IRISH LABOUR PARTY HAD COME OF AGE,

entered into its inheritance, and wonld stand erect npon its feet
from this day Jorward (loud cheers). Looking back over the
immediate past—more particularly the long months of 1913 and
the early months of 1914 —we saw there the attempt of an organised,
unserupulons capitalist elass compuosed of men of different political
parties and holding different sectarian views who had combined
together for the purpose of destroying organised labour in Ireland.
The lock-ont in 1913 was & deliberate atten:pt to starve them into
submission, and met with well-deserved failure. The workers

EMERGED FROM THE BTRUGGLE PURIFIED AND =TRENGTHENED,

with a fierce determination and a fixed purpose. The employers’

attitude was a direct attack npon the essential principles of trades

unionism (applause). The outcome of the attack had been the

initiating of a new prineiple of solidarity inside the unions, and

for the first time in the history of the worlc of labour the beautiful

and more human principle had received universal recognition, viz.,
“AN INJERY TO ONE IS THE CONCERN OF ALL ™

“(eheers). That motto would be emblazoaed on the banner of
labiour the world over in the future. We have established a great
human principle. Once again the Dublin workers stood as ’Bllc;neers
in the upward and onward mareh of Labour (applause). men
and women engaged in the struggle had shown magnificent
courage, loyalty, and endurance. The history of their bitter
sufferings and fortitude had rung like a clarion call throughout all
the. comntries of the world (loud applause). In this morning's
papers I read with painand disquietude the report of the utterances
of an eminent churchman—a most learned rian—a man who claims
to be a educationalist and Christian—who had been speaking
foolish words on the industrial question. He would find it neces-
sary 10 go back to school and learn the A.B.C. of economics. This
learned gpnﬂamm;’ said unth ikingl (w;l will chmhh]ya%ppoﬁ
t capital must be - by, the employers—meaning by i
oy . eﬂpllai That statement had enly to be
made to prove his absurdity, o
- ALL CAPITAL IS SUPPLIED BY THE WORKING OLASS ; ot
_to our undoing and to our shame it was controlled by the
Bk R s i
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made should open the eves of the working class to the want of
knowledge of men who claim to be guides and leaders. And as
much as I respect the Church to which I belong and the views of
those who are interpreters of the dogmas of that Church, and as
much as I respect the opinions of members of any and every chureh,
I make this claim—That as long as the working class allow any .
churchman to abuse his trust and interfere in our affairs in
the industrial world so long would they have to submit to hunger,
privation, and wage-slavery (hear, hear). In matters spiritual they
wonld obey them, but on the economic and industrial field they
wonld be guided by knowledge gained by long and hard servitude
(applause). I submit that the working class have as much right
as any section or class in the community

TO ENJOY ALL THE ADVANTAGES

of science, art and literature. No feld of knowledge, no outlook
in life, and no book should be closed against the workers. They
should demand their sghare in the effulgence of life and all that
was created for the enjoyment of mankind. And here do T appeal
to those who cannot see eye to eye with us—who feel they cannoi
come all the way—to come with us as far as their knowledge will
permit.  Come at least to the bottom of the boreen, and then if we
must part, the pioneers will continue on and up the mommtain

TO MEET THE DAWNING OF THE NEW TO-!IBHGLW

(loud cheers). The working class must be free, not only econo-
mically. but intellectually. Speaking to a priest some time ago he
said, “I agree with some of your views and believe that improve-
ment and alteration is necessary in the world ; but,” said he, *“we i
are determined to build a wall round Ireland and keep out the
advanced ideas of Western Europe.” I replied, “as much as I -
respect vour views, Fatlier, there is no power on earth can build a '
wall to keep out thought * (cheers), The men in this movement are ‘
determined to enjoy the fulness of life and of the knowledge and
ﬂ:er that the Creator ordained them for. 1 desire to bring you

'k for the moment, and wonld speak with you on one or two points
of the struggle in Dublin last year. We saw too plainly then that s

SECTIONALISM CARRIED WITH IT DEFEAT

amongs the working class (sppluuse). We had thirts-soven anions

in the struggle, each acting upon its own line of defence
l attack and according to its own methods. Those who were ;

géd had shown magnificent cournge—women and men, aye,

children—had proven their heroism. Hunger, the gaol, -

itself did not deter them. Let us not forget our com-

 Nolan; and Byrne, who were murdered in the streets
_the hired hooligans of (he capitalist class—the
el s —the
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During that period it was shown clearly then that therefwas
NEITHER UNIONIST NOR NATIONALIST AMONGST THE EMPLOYING CLASS 3

and but two camps—employers and workers. We found no
Redmondites, Carsonites, or O'Brienites then. The enemy were
all employers, and every weapon they could wield—political, social
and administrative—they used unsparingly. Lef us not talk of
wooden gunsor tin guns. What the working class wanted was the
gun of intelligence. TLet “solidarity ™ be the watchword, and a
few years will broaden out the liberties curtailed by the most
unserupulous and most vindictive capitalist elass that any country
was ever cursed with (hear, hear). Police, politicians, the Press,
and the judges on the bench were simply the fools of the employing
class. No city in the world had a more useless or vicious capitalist
class than that of Dublin. Think of the treaiment meted out to
the soldiers in the industrial army by judges appointed for their
political views (hear, hear). Oneof these judges gave two years’
hard labour to our eomrade, Tom Daly, for a common assault on a
scab ; and the same judge in the same court gave a degenerate who
ruined a child of seven years old a sentence of three months, That

~was the class war they had to submit to. The foul, putrid Press

who told of the alleged outrageous attack by Daly published not a
word about the foul creature who

RUINED A BEAUTIFUL FLOWER OF WOMANHOOD

in this Chistian eity (“ shame ”). Condemnation and calumny
had been poured out upon the heads of the leaders of the working
class. I, too, received more than my share. The agitator had
been denounced by Press and pulpit, but thank God, the agitator
was the salt of the earth (cheers). The employers claim a victory,
but the employers did not beat back organised labour in this city.
I admit we .had to retreat to our base, but that was owing to the
treachery of leaders in afiliated unions and betrayal in our own
ranks (hear, hear). Two of the most influential nnions who had
undertaken to see the struggle through deliberately sold the pass,
made arrangements behind theircomrades’ backs with the employers,
and ordered their members to take other men's jobs (*shame ).
Two unions were guilty of this foul treachery, one of which was
represented at the Congress, the other was ashamed to face the
music. 1 will mention no names, in the interest of unity, but we
must gee to it that such happenings shall never take place in the
ture (hear, hear). One union is the only way out—one union for

“all industry. One might say when they hear this suggestion that

it is the term of & madman—that it is Larkin again. Tt is, how-
ever, the only sound, logical method and the only way that makes
for success. ;

L "o&“t}ww _ » 'Lnt._u.s'be
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and not, as now, 1,100 separate unions each acting upon its own.
When one union was locked out or on strike other unions or
sections were either apa hetic or scabbed on those in dispute. A
stop must be put to this organised blacklegging (cheers). We saw,
too, the workers in Belfast, who in 1907 put up one of the greatest
industrial fights in history, owing to the fact that sectarian bigotry
had been roused to such a piteh by the organised capitalistic class
in that great ¢ity, that they who appealed for help to Dublin and
other cities in 1907, with a few honourable exceptions, had
refused to send ammunition to Dublin during the late struggle.
These ..
CURSED LINES OF SECTARIAN AND POLITICAL DEMARCATION

must be wiped away. They must hunt the fomentors of such
higotry and intolerance out of the Trade Union Movement. No
employer ever asked a man whether he was a Nationalist or a
Catholic, - Unionist or Protestant. If a worker entered Quéen's
Island shipbuiliding yard and stated that he would not work with
an Orange lathe, a Protestant pneumatic rivetter, or a Catholic
anvil (Janghter) he would be fired ont at once.  They must drop
til‘afm_part}‘ dlilatirltstion‘;s (hmfl,ll;m). One u-n:':'m& is way out.
That union shonld embrace epartments of industry—engineers,
shipbuilders, distributive trades and  transport—each ig ‘these
sections looking particularly after its own work, but all of them
bound up tbglf;ﬁjer and working for the betterment of all men and
women (applause). Thoise who would not assist in this one-union
movement were on the side of th@@apitalist ; they must either be
with us or against us. We have no time to argue further with
these men and women who stand for sectionalism ; we must simply
march over them to the conquest and control of industry and our
own destiny.  Another side of their lives which had been too
long neglected—a line of advance which had not been taken
seriously into consideration—the safest line of advance I speak of
NOW—Vviz., -
THE C0-0PERATIVE MOVEMENT

(applause). In this city, at the present moment, the Annual Con-

gress of the British Co-operative Movement is being held. It is

attended by women and men from all parts of the earth, It would

be news to many to know that we here in Ireland had been pioneers

in eo-operation long before the Rochdale pioneers. There had
~been a communistic colony down at Usher's Quay, but it was
- erushed out by jealous and restrictive laws. Like every good thing
- Ireland ever started, ; ; e

~ ENGLAKD MADE IT ITS BUSINESS TO PUT A STOP TO IT.
; mworhsgclau of Ireland wonld be compelled to understand

% eration.  Through its agents we conld Ly
10 ey or themselv “;&P
N '.;,.Lv—‘:*.::'a.l:. —

at s
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co-operation in its truest sense. Man himself wias a social animal
and lived by co-operation.  We had a great opportunity this week
to see in the Co-operative Exhibition in the Rotunda what could be
done by co-operative methods. The hard-headed Northerner had
apppreciated the Dbenefits of co-operation (hear, hear). The
Northern missed some of the advantages of the Southern
atmosphere in whiell man lives for a day like a flower of the figld.
That was a beantiful and inspiring thing : vet the flowers closed
up at night to preserve the dew again for the appearance of the
morrow’s sun. They could start right away to develop Co-operation
in the shop and in the home, and eventnally they would have no
need for an emplover as he is to-day ; but they themselves would
become their own employers: produce, distribute, and consume
their own produets; and then in that day they would be able to
give the employers well-deserved punishment. They would give
him a job and he would have to work for his living (langhter and
applause). Thanks to the last two Congresses and the resolutions
therein carried, to-day we see

THE BIRTH OF AN IRISH LABOUR PARTY

in which there would De 1o room for the old lines of cleavage :
no sectional politics, no disagreements, no misunderstandings:
cemented by their common needs, a working-class party, that
would concern themselves with seeing to it that suflicient food,
clothing, and shelter were enjoyed hy women, men, and children
(cheers). We saw. foo, during the laust few months that the
law-breakers in Ulster were allowed to break every law in the
land, and, on the other hand, when Labour held a constitutional
meeting,
THE LEADERS WERE ARRESTED

and ‘cast into prison. | That should be a lesson to  the
workers (hear, hear). The question of Redmondites, O’Brienites,
or Carsonites should be a thing of the foolish past. We must
unite as Labourites in the three-leaved shamrock of Fellowship:
have Faith in our Cause, Hope of its realisation, and Charity to
all men (applause). [ have deliberately refrained from writing
anything in the shape of an address to this Congress, believing
the spoken word coming from the heart is of more value than
the written word ;: and all that I have said I have put my sonl
into. I recall that only a short time ago I was expelled by those
who were opposed to the newer movement ; expelled by methods
which were a disgrace to the Trade Union Movement (hear, hear).
As you all know, I have been in prison on a charge such as
no man of my elass would bo guilty of. I was released, thanks to
the efforts of my friends in the Trade Union Movement. I had
the honour to sit in this Council Chamber as a member of the City
Qo n. My opponents took M'w.tﬁ'hw;mf ietgﬂgd-
o alii a2 I I I. 3 '&va
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the honour to be a member of. Some day I hope that I will have
the pleasure of returning as an administrator to this Corporation.

However, eight good comrades of mine sit here as members, led by
our goud friend, Councillor O'Carroll, of the Bricklayers' Society.

Dublin Labour members now havea strong voice in the administra-
tration of local affairs. In Ulster we have our comrade, James
Connolly, fighting against forces that few realise the strength of
(hear, hear). We undertake the transport work of Sligo port, and
are active in other towns and cities. Throughout this conntry we
have made a name we need never be ashamed of. 1 hope we will
see the day when we will take full advantage of our opportunities,
cry “flinis” to onr differences, and obliterate all jealousies from
our ranks. Be truly Irish of the Irish. Give ear to all men who
do worthy work (applanse). Ireland must no longer

BE NIOBE BUT MERCURY

amongst the Nations. ILet us be comrades in the frue sense
of the word, and join with our brothers the world over to advance
the cause of the class to which we belong. On that day we will put
upon our escutcheon a mark worthy of the trust reposed upon us
twenty-one years ago. We are entering upon anew era to do work
worthy of the cause to which we are attached (hear, hear). Cathlin
ni Houlihan calls upon us to abolish old jealousies, old intolerances
that she may sit enthronedin the midst of the Western Sea (applause).

I claim. we have an opportunity given us of achieving much in the
future in our beloved country, towork andlive for,andifneeds be die,
to win back, in the words of Erin's greatest living poet, for Cathlin
ni Houlihan her four beautiful fields (loud and prolonged cheering).

+“" Mr. Michael Egan (Cork) moved “That the best thanks of the
CUangress be accorded 1o Mr. Larkin for his Presidential Address.”
He said the congratulations of the workers of Treland were due to
Mr. Larkin. It was the first time on record such an address was
unwritten, and there was not another man who would have
attempted it.
Mr. Rimmer seconded. He had attended a few Congresses, hoth
« in England and Ireland, and that was the most remarkable address
he had ever heard ; it came from a remarkable man. It struck
the right keynote for their proceedings and gave the right lead.
They often regretted the absence of idealism in the Labour and
Trade Union Movement ; he hoped this day would be the birth of
better things in Ireland and that a new effort wuuld he made to
draw the lines closer.

Mr. J"ohnson Vice-Clairman, said the uddmas wonld' m‘a,rk the
~ Congress as historic. They had all been inspired by the idealistic
Afervour and the ‘sound common sense combined of the address.
~ He then put the vote of thanks, which was carried by acclamation.
' “dthalmstthankswnstogetunmtht'hs\i‘ork
s to begm the ihacusmn of thé'
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Mr. T. Murphy having formally moved, and 'Mr, Rimmer
seconded, the adoption of the Report, the Congress proceeded to
discuss it section by section.

The adoption of the first 14 pages, dealing with Conference with
the Labour Party, was moved by Mr. O’Brien.

On page 4, paragraph 2, Mr. Connolly called attention to Myr.
Henderson's stutement as a sample of the general attitude of the
Labour Party in dealing with Trish guestions.  In conjunction
with this he called attention to Mr. Barnes’ statement that the
Labour Party on the Home Rule Bill wonld ** take their cue " from
the Home Rule Party in the House of Commons, not from the
. erganised Labour Movement in Ireland. 'This did not square with
Mr. Henderson's assurance. The Congress should put on record its
objection to the manner in which the Labour Party consistently
flonted every expression of opinion from organised labour in
Treland, if it was opposed by the Home Rule Party in the Honse
of (fommons. If they were going to have Home Rule—and he
was not so sanguine as the Chairman-—Labour representatian
would be erippled by the want of payment of members and by the
swamping of borough representation in an overwhelming rural
vote. The interests of the lrish working class had been systema-
tically ignored : 8o also on the questions of Feeding of School
Children, Medical Benefits, and Ulster.  They were. treated as
outlaws, Mr. Henderson's statement should be noted and the
Committee's attitude of protest endorsed.

Mr. Johuson invited the opinion of the Congress on the attitude
taken up by the Parliamentary Committee with regard to the
formation of a separate Labour Party in Irelaud. The representatives
of the British Labour Party at these conferences had urged the
formation of & branch of the Labour Party in Ireland as in Scot-
. land. The Parliamentary Committee held that the Irish Labour
Party should not form an erganic part of the British Labour Party,
but a separate organism ; that it should work in fraternal friend-
ship with the British Labour Party, but should not form a section

or branch of it.

The Chairman said the feeling of the English Party appeared to
be that we should be a sort of footstool. The Irish Labour move-
ment was big enongh to shoulder its own responsibilities ; there
must be & new government industrially as_well as politically,
Without using any hard words, he might say one did not look for

ispiration to the Labonr members. fI-‘.'h:iy had n'\]?\u?f Trish
i  opinion with regard to electoral arens.  With regard
;“‘:hk;m o?mhml— children, Mr. P. J. Brady had brought in a
Bill without consulting or informing the Irish workers ; it was the
Labour Party they ]iad aaked to rmg m ‘nl’le Bill to give Trish
children the same advantages as in England. They would work
in harmony with the great world-movement of Labour but they
would not kow-tow to apyone ; they would work with them anc
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shaw them new lines of advance. The Labour Party’s action in
ignoring Ivish claims had been brought home to them in the
Engineers’ Society. He had told all his f.nends to vote ngainst
the political levy and against the * Daily Citizen ™ levy.

Mr. H. T. Whitley said the Chairman was ineonsistent. He had
advocated one Union, but apparently wanted three or four Labour

Parties.  Would it not be better to have one Labour Party for the
four ecountries under one Execufive?  Solidarity was wanted
on the part of the leaders as well as the workers. = They

in Belfast found fault with the Labonr Party for not heeding the
workers of Ulster; aud no one would say the Labour Party was all
that it should be, Imr it was what the workers of Ireland had made
it.

Mr. John Mercer said the best way to influence the English
Lahour Party would have heen to send members to it, as they
could have denie if Cork-and Limerick and Waterford and Dublin
had done their duty; but the three southern provinces had never
fought alabour fight. Belfast had almost succeeded where the others
never tried. Where could Barnes and the Labour Party look to
for the voice of the lrish working class? Only &lepntghmm
correspondeuce.

M. Hill said Mr. Whitley's proposal was ruled out by tlw fact
that vou conldn’t have one Labour Party in two Parliaments. 1f
Mr. Whitley had been present ai the conferences he would know
that the only possible solution was that reached at the last two
Congresses, nmne]_}, i separvate Irish Labour Party.  The attitude
of the representatives of the British Labour Party showed that they
comld not preserve their self-respect or get their business done in
their own way if they had any organic connection with that Party.
All the Scottish candidates had toﬁlapproved by the Labour Party
Fxecutive, that is, by Mr. Henderson and his colleagues. It was
suggested that this right of vote was merely a matter of form. If
o it should not be there at all ; it must be for use. They in
Ireland eould not give that rig‘ht of vote to any body outside
Ireland. They must have a separate Labour Party, working in
comradeship and fraternity with Labour everywhere,

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE REPORT,
HrJahnkmn Chmmw) 1 the first report of the
Orders Com : ].'E:t Resolutions 1 a:ndpon on the
g‘%p g.mupui I‘.hat the(angressad]num ﬁml . to
pam, that day, and sit from 2.30 to 5

- Mr. Mercer moved as an ‘amendment : * ’l“hat me.vmsa adjmtm
ﬁ'alh ! pm till 9.30 next morning.’

Brien mul Mr. A. Mnrphy. P.LG. prq@eq&ed that thm

d not ) tad,agmtmrytnt'haﬁtmﬂmg,

= SIS/
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The Chairman allowed  the amendment, but spoke against it,
hoping the Congress would agree to work till five.

The Amendment was lost, only three voting for it. The Standing
Order Committee recommendations, amended by tho substituting
of 2 for 2.30 p.m., were then adopted.

The Chairman moved a vote of condolence with t1e relatives of
those who had suffered in the “ Empress of Ireland ” disaster and
the Yorkshire Colliery Disaster. This was seconded by Mr. J. P.
Dunne, and adopted in silence.

Mr. D. R. Campbell, continuing discussion on Parliamentary
(C'ommittee’s Report, said the formation of a separate Irish Tabour
Party had been decided on two years ago, and last year the only
question that remained was as to its constitution. The British
Labour Party saw that the Irish Labour Party could not be
affiliated hecanse it was to have a différent consfitution, being
composed only of trade union bodies, whereas the Dritish Labour
Party admitted Socialist and Co-operative bodies to affiliation,
The critical point was the claim of the Irish Labour Party to the
Irish portion of the Parliamentary levy raised by amalgamated
societies.

Mr. Whitley said that in his union they already retained }d. of
the 1d. for local and Municipal purposes.

The Chairman said they should retain the penny.

The (‘ongress adjourned,

On resuming at 2 pm. the discussion on the Parliameniary
Committee's Report was continued.

Mr. Campbell said the Labour Party was most impressed by the
demand for the money raised in Ireland. They thought this a
“ tall order.” It was pointed out to them that th: members of

ted unions resident in Ireland did not w:sh to pay for
English representatives only, The Labour Party representatives
tried at first to rebut the charge of ignoring Irish labour, but
finally admitted that “there were faults on both sides.” Mr.
Clynes said it was for want of proper channels of communication ;
and they promised, if ‘kept posted as to the views of Irish
labour, that they would put that view. DBut Mr. Barnes’ statement,
referred to by Mr. Connolly, directly contradicted this. The
IAb](;eur Party comot:aE 30 look on thg t.I]:.iSh Parliamen ofiaht;y P:hrz
as the representatives of democracy and the exponents wi
of this country. They themselves were partly to blame; yet the
Belfast Trades Council had always been affiliated to the Labour
Party and represented at its Congresses ; so the plea of complete
ignorance was not justified. Whatever view might he taken as to

e constitution of the Irish Labour ther it was to be
Enmly a Trade Union body or to include Socialist bodies—the

nglish Labour Party would have to realise that they in Ireland
intended to control it entirely, to have no masters, and to please

theniselves as to candidates,
o
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Mr, Drummond said the Irish Trades Union Congress had taken
a wise and judicious step in confining the new Irish Labour Party
to trade union bodies only, and for two reasons. In Great Britain
the Labour Party was neither Socialist nor Labour, neither milk
nor water. Its lack of success was due to its lack of a declaration
of principles, either Trade Union or Socialist. Ulster was not
very enthusiastic about Socialism ; neither was the rest of Ireland ;
therefore, in adopting a purely Trade Union basis, a step was being
taken to bring them both together. Socialism would have made
much greater advance had it bheen kept separate from Trade
Unionism,

The Chairman asked Mr. Drummond to keep to the point.

Mr. Drummond said he was eriticising the Labour Party from
his own point of view. A second advantage of a purely Trade
Union organisation was that it would prevent bounders on the
hop from coming in as M.P.s; the men selected would have to
have the confidence of their unions for years; he did not believe
in reputations made in five minutes. It would be a wise step if
the resolutions of this Congress were sent by the Secretary to the
Trades Congress of Great Britain, then they would be dealt with,
and the Labour Party would no longer be able to ignore them.

The Chairman said he hoped advantage would be taken of Mr,
Drummond’s suggestion. y i

There being no further discussion relative to the conferences
with the Labour Party, pagés 1 to 14 of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee’s Report were adopted, and the Congress proceeded to consider
pages 14, 15, “Interview with Mr. John Redmond.” ' This was
adopted without discussion, the Chairman saying the Irish Party
had failed to carry out-any of their promises. Tge portion dealin,
with the Interview with Mr. Birrell (pp. 15-16) was also adoptag
without discussion. _

On pp. 16-20 (Correspondence with reference to Government of
Ireland Bill and O’Connell Street prosecutions), ,

Mr. Campbell said Mr. Birrell's alleged reason for bringing the
prosecution, namely, to have a case statedand establish the right of
the Government to the thoroughfare, was not the real one, as it
was only when the defendants” solicitor applied that the magistrate
said he would state a case. The prosecution was really brought
to prevent the workers from using that thoroughfare, which was
used as a meeting place by all other classes of '&aognmunrly “AL
first they were warned the meeting was “illegal”; and when
these warnings had no effect, a State trial was brought. '
Mr. Partridge pointed out that the police, who had allowed
revious large demonstrations to be held there without objection,

g .as the willing implements of the employers. One
hromi he blamed for all that had taken place
ed as a speaker, but the police

18
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came to him and warned him not to go to the meeting, and that
was an invitation he couldn’t resist. He thought the police wanted
to get particular men into their net; prosecufions were taken only
against those in the first waggonette at the meeting, though both
waggonettes were causing an obstruction. The prosecutions had
fal_lgn through, the fines had not been paid, and never would be
paid.

This portion of the Report was adopted. Before proceeding to
what the Chairman described as the most important matter oil the
Agenda—the Constitution of the Irish Labour Party—a further
Report of the Standing Orders Committee, recommending the
grouping of resolutions 5 and &, and of resolutions 6 and 7 on the
Agenda was presented and adopted.

Un paragraph (1) Title of the Draft Constitution being taken up,

Mx. Gordon said they ought to bring in all progressive forces in
Ireland. They had Socialist bodies in Ireland ; they would be
able to do good work once the Home Rule question was settled ; if
they were not inside the Labour Party, they might start a Party of
their own outside it. The title should be wide enough to include
Socialist and Co-operative and all other progressive bodies,

Mr. Walsh moved to delete the words “ Trades Union Congress
and,” so that the title would read *‘ The Irish Labour Party.” -+

Mr. Smith (Cork) seconded.

Mr, A. Murphy asked what reason was there for departing from
the carefully eonsidered recommendation of the Parliamentary
Committee.
ﬁn&ixn Walsh said they should not confine the Party fo narrow
imits.

Mr. A. Murphy said the important question was, who were fo
control the new Party in the event of its establishment—the
Parliamentary Committee or the men in the House of Commons ?

Mr. Drummond suggested that the words “ Union Congress’
should be left out, so that the title might read : * Irish Trades and
Labour Party.”

Mr. Connolly supported the original wording. They had to
make allowances for people who did not agree with them. There
was a danger of warnin off people who were not prepared fo

t political action as Congress saw it. There was also a
danger that if the words “Trades Union Congress” were dropped
* secessionist or other bodies might organisea Trade Union Congress.

of their own as a rival body. There was already a move on foot
to get ““ trade unions,” on sectarian or other grounds, to tear up
ey must no;glny into the hands of

‘names, and let the Trade Union
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The amendment was beaten, as was a further amendment moved
bygMr. Drummond and seconded by Mr. McClure, to omit the
words “Union Congress.” The Title clause was then adopted
unamended,

Clause (2), Objects, was adopted without diseussion, on the
motion of My, Thomas Clarke, seconded by Mr. Breslan.

On Clause (3), Affiliation,

Mr. Mercer moved to add the words * co-operative societies and
branches of the LL.P.”

The Chairman asked did he mean the English or Irish I.L.P.

Mr. Mercer said any branch of the LL.P. in Ireland. They were
on the eve of a new erain Ireland. The Trade Union and
Socialist movements were twin movements, and should make them
one working unit in the Irish Labour Party. There were men
who could not join Trade Unions or Trade Councils ; and they
should draw their constitution wide enough to admit all who
wished to join.

Mr. Gordon seconded, but said he would prefer the wordin
“ Bocialist organisation ' ; they had two in Belfast. Why shoul
they keep out any party ? The Labour party in Great Britain had
been blamed for slowness and indifference; this was because it
was run by the Trade Union Party. If they were going to be only
a Trade Union Party, they might as well be Nationalist or Unionist.
They wanted something to force them forward, and that the
Socialist bodizs only could give, for they were “the progressive
people. If thay were kept outside, the Labour Party would do no
good. Let thom start right. The co-operative societies were not
very progressive ; they were under the control of the Tory Party
in Belfast; but they should go into them and make them
progressive.

Mr. MeBrids said they should not try to do too much.

Mr. Rimmer called attention to the fact that they were first a
Trade Union Congress. Many Socialistsand Co-operators were not
Trades Unionists; and these non-unionists might be elected as
delegates ; they could not pick and choose. e called attention to
Standing Order 2.

The Chairman said a man who was not a Trade Unionist was
not a Socialist.

Mr. A, Murphysaidthemur required to be dseplytﬂon t
out and should be referred back to the Parliamentary Gommrg

~ Mr. Johnson said that it had been very thoroughly considered
by the Parliamentary Committee, and the draft was the conclusion
they eame to. This was not a detail ; it was vital. He had some
syt mththusewhodamredtoﬁollowthelﬁnglmhhma but
: ﬁemmmncas ofIreland he thought it better 1
ginning, at any rate. It was. desizable mp); to.
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the functions of the Trades Union Congress to include political
action. If they went beyond this, there might be an influx of
Socialist bodies; there were two or three in Ireland. If they
admitted co-operatives, they must include the farmers’ co-operatives;
they might be swamped by combinations of farmers under the name
of co-operative societies. The true function of the Socialist bodies
was propagandist merely—to educate, not to form a political party.
Therefore, the Parliamentary Committee had decided after con-
sideration to confine the Irish Labour Party to delegates from trade
unions and trades councils. But if any trades council liked to
open its doors to the local Labour Party it could do so, and eould
send its members as representatives to Congress; if a man had
thus proved his worth, he would be eligible; but they would pre-
vent an influx of men who might wish to lead and capture them.
The Irish Labour Party should be based on the industrial working
class in its organised capacity. Therefore he supported the present
wording of the clause.

At this point the Standing Orders were suspended to enable
Mr. Ben Purse, of the National League of the Blind, to address the
Congress.

Mz, Purse said the blind were profoundly dissatisfied with the
present system of voluntary charity, which presupposed that the
sightless were to he for all time the recipients of this promiscuons
form of aid, and undermined imiepemﬂ*lu.'e. Every man shonld
justify his existence by the exercise of his hands and brains, and

lindness should not preclude him from doing a necessary and
useful share of the world's work (hear, hear). The limit of the
regources of the voluntary agencies had been reached ; they pro-
vided for 2,310 blind people, and there were 26,000 in the country.
The system was wasteful and the funds were not reaching the
people for whem they were intended (applanse). The State should
consolidate the funds and appropriate tﬁam for the aged and infirm
blind poor. For the physically and mentally fit the State and
Municipalities should provide work. There was now no guarantee
that the funds were not being utilised for undesirables. In the
administration of the charities all sorts of disabilities were attached
which shut out those most in need of aid; many excluded such
categories as ‘son of a common labouring man,” * son of a common
street vendor,” “ son of a common artisan,”” Charity was good for
arity organisations ; fifty distinet organisations had been called
into existence to administer the funds, and the money was useful
to keep them going. The case for State administration was proven
(hear, hear). The lkogamnantsl Committec on the Social and
Industrial ditions of the Blind (of which he was a member)
had only a very small representation of the blind on it, and was
virtually controlled by people associated with what was called the

Charity Organisation Society” and to the institutions for the
blind, But the data at their disposal would compel the State to
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blind in every large centre of industry was a disgrace to common-
sense and humanity. They wanted to ensure that no' sightless
man or woman should be obliged to stand in the streets making
an exhibition of their afliction in order to live. SirJ. 1, Rees,
the apologist for every autocracy, had said it was no disgrace for a
blind person to beg. It might be good enough for him, as he had
been begging all his life at the other end of the scale with his
Civil Service pension and £400 Parliamentary grant, but it wag
not good enough for the blind, and their intelligence revolted
against this humiliating condition of life (loud applause).

The Chairman said he wished those who had sight had as much
insight as Mr. Purse ; it was they who had been blind (hear, hear).
I ever a system was condemned, the social system stood condemned
to-day by the words of Mr. Purse. All the churchmen in the
world could not answer him (hear, hear).

STATE AID FOR THE BLIND.
Mr. MacPartlin moved :—

“That this Trades Oongress, fully realising the great necessity
which exists for improving the unhappy condition of our sightless
brethren, call on the Government to give facilities for the intro-
dncuonand into law of a B tﬁ],wuhmguoﬂmw&m,

hmﬁmcunng of a wxﬁn, the handicrafts, & dge of
they have mmg which would enable them to main-
tamthmnsalmmemay and comfort. And we call on the
Irish Representatives to give their strenuous and undivided
support to sach a measure. That copies of this resolution be
forwarded to the Prime Minister, the Chief Secretary, and the
Labour and Irish Parties.”

He said there were nearly 30,000 blind, 10,000 of them were
paupers, and less than 3,000 were employed. The charitable
institutions were a failure ; the money was devoted to the upkeep
of officials who might be engaged in more useful work, The
pressure of the Labour bodies had secured for the blind some
representation on the Departmental Committee; but he had no
belief in Commissions ; they were meant to shelve the guestion
(hear, hear). If the organisad workers supported the blind, the
Government could be foreed to introduce a Bill te provide for
them. Those who were young and able-bodied should be properly
cared for and trained to perform the duties of life. Their s mt_
was much hetter and more determined than those of us who

Hﬁ: (Timma Lm'lnr seconded the resolution. He said they w

all deeply touched by Mr. Purse’s speech. He hoped it would ba-
an inspiration to some of them who were mentally blind to see:
their pwa conditions and mend them (applause).

resolution was carried unanimously, and the discussion of
?anm of the Insh Inbotu- Parl;y (C]mse 3) was
. s g cail igenilncs) spatieda
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Mr. Lumley said many co-operative societies were controlled by
dividend-hunters who were nothing better than capitalists. If they
admitted societies, they could not refuse any elected delegate.
That would let in employers of labour, and it was no place for
them (hear, hear).

Mr. O'Lehane said that if Co-operative and Sceialist bodies were
to be admitted they could not keep out other lahour organisations ;
and some organisations of agricaltural labourers might ecome in
as a political element. The question had been very fully debated
by the Parliamentary Committee, and they decided that, taking all
the circumstances into consideration it would be inadvisable at the
moment (hear, hear).

Mr. Campbell, reminded the Congress that a resolution to eall a
conference of various hodies to form a Labour Party was defeated,
and subsequently the P.C. was instructed to draft a constitution
exclusively confined to those eligible for Congress. It would be
counrting disaster to broaden the base. He dreaded frontal or flank
attacks from farmers’ agricultural societies or  Land and Labour™
associations. Until the co-operative societies were further per-
wmeated with the real co-operative spirit, it wonld be disastrous to
admit them. There were some people in the socialist and
co-operative movements who had a hereditary gpposition to Trade
Unionism. He regretted to have tocounsel cantion ; he had rather
it were otherwise ; but till the other organisations made a forward
move, and they had sufficient safegnards agamst trade unionism
being overshadowed, it would be disastrons (applause).

Couneillor McCarron said that in Derry the co-operators were
opposed to the workers. They were dividend-makers, and one has
to be careful how one touches them (hear, hear).

Couneillor T, Lawlor said that at present co-operators in Treland
were mainly middle-class and employers. If the co-operative
societies were allowed to affiliate it would offer an opening for their
enemies, the politicians, to enter and capture th? movement under
the cloak of co-operation. The time was not ripe for broadening
out (hear, hear).

Mr. Whitley moved, Mr.  A. Murphy, P.L.G., seconded, and it
was carried unanimously * that the question be now put.”

“The Chairman said that any co-operator or Socialist could join
the Trade Union movement; there was no man or woman who
could not be in a trade union if they wished. The workers conld
control the co-operative movement if they wished. The co-operators
brought - McGuffin, a box-maker and sweater from Bnlﬁmt,. 1o
welcome their Conwa;g:ﬂ thglm co-operative ahon};taellﬂmgg

s m&mg& fopegands shbAld §o'on Giitsids th%




\ [48]

Om a division beilﬁ taken, 6 voted for Mr. Mercer’s amendment
and 75 for the original wording of the clause, which was accordingly
retained.

Mr. Gordon desired to moved a further amendment, to add the
words “ Socialist bodies " only, excluding co-operative societies.

Mr. Walsh moved that the Congress proceed to the next business,
which was carried, and Clause 3 adopted as it stood.

(lanse 4 —** Finance "——was agreed fo without discussion.

Clause 5 was agreed to without disecussion, Mr. Johnson ealling
the attention of Congress to the change of title from “ Parliamentary
Committee ” to “ National Executive.”

Clanse 6 was agreed to without discussion.

On Clause 7, Mr. Drummond proposed to add the words
“oftener if necessary ' with regard to the meetings of the Sub-
Committee. The Chairman said the Sub-Committee sometimes
met twice a week ; the phrase “ at least once a month ” was merely
a minimum.

Mr. Drummond expressed the fear that there might time
be o reactionary committee. F2ige Figte

The Chairman said there never would be again in Treland.

The Clause was adopted without alteration. .

On Clause 8—* Candidates,”

M. MceCarron, T.C., asked were the Executive to have power to
override the wishes of local workers with regard to candidates.

The Chairman said they must have confidence in the Ezxecutive,
Tt it did wrong let it be dealt with.

Councillor MeCarron said the Executive was mainly drawn from
two towns, Dublin and Belfast. The country districts had no
chance. It was dangerous to leave too much power to eight or ten
men. If the Chairman, or the speaker himself, were selected as a
candidate, opposition to them might be made for personal reasons,
and their candidatures vetoed. They should not put a tyrannous
power into the hands of the Executive, or coerce the con-
stifuencies to accept men endorsed by it.

Mr. Houston (Belfast Trades Council) said this discussion was
unnecessary. No Executive could reject a candidate withont
giving a reason. &2 : B

The Chairman said a new spirit and new ideas were abroad, and
he did not think Mr. MeCarron need fear any use of tyranny by the
Executive. Nobody had better abilities than My, McCarron, and
he was sure the Esecutive wounld endorse him for Derry.  Of conrse
he power of vote might be abused ; it had been in the English
L abour Paz the é;p_gst take it that their Executive was

ST RMLY
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Mr. O'Flanagan suggested the insertion in sub-section 2 of the
words “and endorsed " after ' selected.”

The Chairman said it was the same thing.

Mr. Whitley said it was not. If the Belfast Trades Council
nominated an individnal they could not proeceed until he was
endorsed. He corrected Mr, McCarron’s statement »e the Parlia-
mentary Committee ; it was not altogether from Dublin and Belfast.
Theve was only one Belfast man on if (a voice “ And two from

“Cork "),

Mr. Johnson asked how eould they have a cenfral Executive
without giving it some say as to the candidates who vere to be run
under the name of that Executive ? The “selection ” mentioned
in sub-section 3, which was not to take place until he Executive
had been consulted, should be the * selection.”  Ta say that,
because there was a possibility of overriding local withes, therefore
no such power should exist, was to say that that sort of organisation
was impossible in trade unionism. How then could they give a
National Executive any authority in a strike? (hear, hear).

Mr. MeCarron suggested that sub-section 1 shoull be amended
by taking away from the Executive the right to nominate a
candidate so as to reserve his right to the affiliated bodies,

The Chairman said they abrogated all the furctions of the
Executive if they took away inifiative.

Mr. Whitley moved the re-arrangement of sub-secions 2 and 3
8o as to place in proper order the various steps in the selection of a
candidate,

Mr. Lumley suggested a further alteration of “should” to
“ghall,” as more specifically imperative, in sub-section 3.

The re-drafted sub-sections were then put to the Congress in
the following form, and adopted unanimously :—

(1) A candidate for Parliament must be nominated
by the National Executive or by one or more of the
Affiliated Bodies.

(2) Before any action towards the selection of a candi-
date is taken, the National Execntive shall in the
first instance be consulted. A candidate must be
selected at a Conference convened by the local
the National Executive shall arrange to have a
Clonference convened. And no candidature can be

promoted until endorsed by the Natioral Executive,

 completed the consideration of the
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Myr. Drnmmond said two points had been overlooked. TFirst, the
qualification of the candidates, whether they must be members of
trade unions or not ; secondly, the mdcpfmdence of the party and
its eandidates. He desired o move an additional clause covering
these points. First, that the candidate should be a member of a
trade union.

The Chairman, intervening, said they couldn’t help being mem-
bers of trade unions. No man or woman—and he hoped they
would have women in the new Parliament—could be appointed
who was not.

My, Drummond said they might get a seat, and then drop the
union. His resolution would lay it down that they must remain
members of their unions. Steps should also be taken to mark out
an independent line for the Party.

The Chairman said it was unnecessary ; they were free and
independent from this hour. Let it be understood that the new
Party went forth as apostles.

Mr. Drummond said: there should be a pledge.

The Chairman said it would be sufficient if the man elected tnok.
a pledge to observe the constitution of the Party. T

Mr. Johnson said the Chairman was overriding speukers t0o
severely. Mr. Drummond’s suggestions were deserving of con-
sideration, He hoped Mr. Drummond would make a definite
suggestion with regard to safeguards for candidates.

The Chairman said Mr. Drammond had not been closured, but
he was not going to allow time to be taken up with frivolous
arguments ; let Mr. Drummond put his proposal in writing.

Mr. O'Flanagan thought it should be left to the National
Executive to deal with candidates. ;

Couneillor McCarron said that any men elected as a Labour
Party would surely be true to the Party without statement or
pledge. It was not right to suggest in advance that they would
be traitors.

The Chairman said something ought to be laid down with
regard to status—that a candidate must be a fully-paid member of a
union and must agree to work with the Party.

Mr. Gordon said thd? mn:;& like th}::er]:uhour Party im England,
prevent their candidates mem from appemng on the
‘platforms of other parties.

. The Chairman said the clause would cover that. Nome of their
m?qq, in Dublin dare go on any other platform.

'l Stapding Orders Committee now presented a further report,
ommending tha "putatmns from the Inah Bmldm Uﬂ.—-_
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deputation from the Citizens' Housing League be received at 2.15
on Tuesday, and the Housing Resolution on the Agenda be taken
immediately afterwards, The report was agreed to.

Mr. Drummond presented a written draft of his proposed
additional clause, but the wording being considered unsatisfactory,
it was agreed that the matter be adjourned till the following
morning.

The consideration of the Draft Standing Orders was then taken
up. Standing Order 1 was agreed to without discussion.

On Standing Order 2, Mr. Longmore raised a question re the
proposed fee of £1.

Mr. Daly said the scheme had been circulated five months ago,
and only one society had sent in an amendment to it.

Mzr. McCarron said no credentials had been sent to individual
delegates.

Mr. Daly said that in communicating with the secretaries of
Societies he had followed the practice usual since he had been
secretary.

Mr. Johnson pointed out that the new Standing Order 2 was an
exact copy of the old one except in regard to fees.

Standing Order 2 was agreed to without alteration.

On Standing Order 3, some delegates wished to discuss the
assessment on amalgamated wunions. Mr. Johnson said the
delegates were not getting time to grasp the points.

The Chairman said the Standing Order had heen agreed to.

Mr. Johnson disputed this. The Congress was not realising the
difference between the new and the old Standing Orders.

The Chairman_ said the Standing Order was passed; if Mr.
Johnson was not watching that was his own fault.

Standing Order 4 was agreed to without discussion.
On Standing Order 5, Mr. Rimmer moved :—

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO P.C. DRAFT STANDING ORDERS,

Strike out the first three lines of Standing Orders No. 5 and insert:—

“Mode of voting, T'ellers;—The majhoduivoﬁanhnﬂbaby
card which must be issued to the Delegates by the retary of the
National Executive Committee on the first day of Congress, and
shall be on the basis of one card ﬂorem&lﬂo members or frac-
tional part thereof, in accordance with nding Orders No. 3.
Teﬂmshaﬂboapmhduthaopeningof“cm whose deci-
sion as to the numbers voting on any matter be final, unless
challeng me.hﬂlw!;bﬂmﬁawhmﬂmmﬂadbys

majority of Delogates.”
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He said his was the only organisation which had com-
plied with the Standing Orders and sent in amendments
to the Draft Standing Orders for insertionn on the Agenda,
It was not demoecratic if individuals moved amendments at
the Congress without having troubled to consult their societies.
The method of voting hy show of hands gave a society with
500 members more votes than one which paid on six or
seven fimes that number. Small societies could swamp the
Congress by spending money on delegates’ expenses. The large
societies should have a proportionate voice in the management, If
a society had 500 members it need only, if the card system were
adopted, send one delegate, who could cast five votes. The dele-
gates of a society with 3,000 members would cast 30 votes. The
National Union of Railwaymen had already paid more than £12 in
afiliation fees to the Labour Party and the Congress, Was it
fair that it should have only three votes when, if it chose, it could
send 100 delegates ?

Mr. Orr seconded the amendment. They ought to begin the
new Party on democratic lines. It was undemocratic that small
societies should outvdte large.

Mr. MeBride said societies with small membership were apt to
rush in and swamp the Congress. ; AR

Mr. O’Lehane said the proposed system was not workable. The
Tailors, for example, were represented here as an organisation, and
separate branches were also represented. TIf they adopted the card
system, they would haveto change theirwhole basis of representation.

Mr. Johnsoa said he would like to support the motion if it were
confined to any vote necessarily involving financial responsibility.
But there was grave risk of duplicating the situation which caused
all the trouble in England, where cotton and coal gave all their
vards to one nan who voted as he wished. It was better to run
the risk of a small society wasting money on numerous delegates
than to run the risk of large societies sending, not many delegates,
but one delegate with large voting powers. He hoped the smaller
and perhaps more active societies would not be overrun. The
strength of Mr. Rimmer's argument lay on the financial side.
Under the new scheme the large societies would pay largely
increased fees, and he thought they ought to have proportionate
voting power as regards voting money.

Mr. Connol'y supported the Standing Order as it stood. They

to have forgotten the business and e of thisg
S i ot 101 f supicio oy
roceedings, o5 if the larger societies had something to fear from
‘the smaller ores. If the smaller societies were foolish enough—as
Rimmer viould say—or if they had sufficient comradeship and
Ci ism, as he would say—to send large numbers
larger societies had it in their own hands to pro
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ference in L(ll‘llll}ll on December Oth, and had heard a delegate
asking the teller *“ to put him down for 137,000 votes.” To eall
that “ democratic” was playing with terms. Let them not pre-
suppose treachery. He kuew mauy of the smaller societies had a
high sense of public spirit and workingelass solidarity. 1f they did
tend to dominate, he hoped they would retain their power and
their aggressive spirit, would se md more delegates, and shame the
big societies into sending delegates also.

Mr. Houston (Belfast Trades Council) asked how trades councils
would be represented under the card system.

At this stage the debate was adjourned till the following morning.

The Chairman, speaking with reference to entertainments, said
that never again would they accept contributions from any but the
working class. He invited the delegates to tea and a dramatie
entertainment at Croydon Park.

The Congress then adjourned till the next morning at 9.30.

SECOND DAY—TUESDAY, 2nd JUNE, 1914.

Congress opened at- .40 am. The minutes of the previous
day’s proceedings were read, and, on the motion of Mr. Gordon,
seconded by Mr. Hill, confirmed.

Mzr. Drommond brought forward a draft of his proposed addition
to the Draft Constitution re candidates, in the foltowing form :—
Candidates who are selected to contest constituencies shall be
members of an affiliated union of the Trade Union Movement, and
shall remain members so long a= they continue to be candidates or
members of public bodies. They shall also give an assurance to
the National Executive that they shall not appear on any other
Party’s platform, or do anything likely to destroy the independent
position of the Labour Party.” He called attention to the phrase
“of the Trade Union Movement,”" as empowering the selection of
candidates from unious not necessarily affiliated to this Congress.
They might get some useful men from outside.

Mr. Breen (Rosslare) seconded.

The Chairman st d that the be rewitted to the
Emutm,whw VO Mnmw thabmnuhaufnrm—

dmﬂ 1

Mr. Drummond daclnrodhisraadmeasmampt this suggestion.
Thaohmrmmtald this would mean that they would proceed
."Irandf urely wmld na%‘ ‘come \into operation for

_nhadme
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Mr. A. Murphy said this was a new departure and they had no
opportunity of going really deep into the question. It would be
unfair to pass a resolution of such importance without referring it
to the Executive to consider how far it ought to bind the Trade
Union Movement as a whole.

The Chairman suggested as an alternative that they might deal
with it on Wednesday morning.

Mr. MacPartlin moved that the matter be referred lo the
Executive. .

Mr. Drummond said if this were done the Executive must be

given full power to draft the clause. He was not prepared to wait
two years for the decision.

The Chairman said the Executive had no right to deal with such
a fundamental matter ; It was for the Congress. He suggested
that they should deal with it as first business on Wednesday
morning, and meantime a copy of the draft should be typed and
put in the hands of every member of the Congress.

This was agreed to, and on the Chairman’s suggestion Messrs.
Hall, Drumond, McCarron and Connolly were added to the com-
mittee for the apeclal puropse of preparing the draft for submission
to Congress on Wednesday morning.

The discussion on Mr. Rimmer's amendment to Drafi Standing
Order 5 was then resumed.

Mr. McCarron supported the amendment, According to the
present system one society must pay £12 10s. on 3,000 members,
another might pay only 3s. 4d. or 10d ; there was no equity or
justice in giving them equal votes. Why should not the big
societies cast big votes, as it had been said * cotton and coal " did ?
The majority had the greater wisdom. Mr. Connolly had said all
the clever men were in the smaller societies ; but sometimes there
were clever men in the bigger societies, too. Connolly had sug-
gested that the large societies might get powers by sending a large
number of delegates. He must have great influence with his
society to think snch a thing possible. 1f such a thing were sug-
gested in the speaker’s society the members would tear him limb
from limb and say they wanted “excursions.” In any case, ten
societies at 10s. could combine and outvote £20) a year. Let them
have some regulation based on equity and justice. If Congress
were held in Derry he could get all the tailors in Derry to attend
and dominate the Lungreaa hey must give extra voting power
to the big societies giving big subseriptions, and these would not
submit to be outvoted by the * intellectuals.”

Mr. Connolly said he never stated that the smaller societies had
all the clever men.

“ampbell said the existing system of representation was
.raqmred clnmge But it had obtained for many years.
| no change except a
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slight change as regards affiliation fees. The old seale of fees was
never observed by the big societies; not even by the tailors.

Mr. MeCarron said it was.

Mr. Campbell said the penny-a-head rule was “ more honoured in
the breach than the observance.” No society should be snowed
under, no interest obliterated. Mr. Rimmer's remedy would be
worse than the disease. It would give one or two delegates great
voting power. The duty of a society was not confined to paying
fees ; they wanted time and energy as well as money. At the
British Labour Party meetings one or two members could render
nugatory all discussion. Whaose fault was it if the small societies
were more influential? Tt was the fault of the large societies, whao
should send representatives. Some amendment mightbe necessary ;
they might allow the larger societies a larger proportion of dele-
gates ; but they should require the delegates to he present and to
vote in person.

Mr. Lumley suggested as a compromise that a card vote shonld
be allowed only if sanctioned by a majority of the delegates
actually present.

Mr. Kelly said that in the Postmen’s Congress he had seen 50 or
100 votes left by one man to another to cast for him while he was
out of the room. This Congress had worked successfully for
21 years on the present system. DBut he was not opposed to some
alteration in future.

Mr. MacPartlin said the amendment would not make for a better
standard of democracy. He had seen a man casting 137,000 votes
while the branches of his organisation had passed resolutions in
the opposite sense; he was voting for his own opinion only. In
Ireland unskilled labour had been badly organised till lately ; now
there was a wave of organisation among the nnskilled ; and if the
card system were adopted the Transport Union might soon he able
to swamp all others. Moreover, some Executives sent delegates
without consulting their unions. The Trade Union movement in
Ireland was in a transition stage ; therefore any alteration should
be postponed. Let them examine the question and not rush into
card voting, which he believed would ruin the Congress as it had
ruined the English Labour Movement.

Mr. Houston repeated his question about the place of Trades
Councils in the proposed scheme.

Mr. Rimmer replied on the debate. He said the previons night's
arguments were mamnhg:a and that morning's he had not heard.
The idea that the rights of the majority should be subordinated to
the minority appeared to be spreading fram North to Sonth. He
claimed simply that societies ought to be given their proper voting
strength on questions of finance. He had overlooked the difficulty
about Trades Councils; but Trades Councils should not be repre-
sented there, The argument against representation of co-operative
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societies applied equally to Trades Councils, They were making
a fundamental change this year, introducing labour representation ;

difficulties would arise in politics in regard to the selection of
candidates and other details ; let them alter their rules now before
the difficulties arose. He zlgreed largely with Connolly’s speech,
but he was not there to voice his own opinions but those of his
society. They were there as delegates and had no right to voice
individual opinions other than those of their societies. If he was sent
there by a Sacialist organisation lie would take the same line as
Connolly. He thought ‘his pmpusﬂl might have been considered
more sympathetically, as even its opponents agreed that some
change was needed.

The Chairman said minorities were always right ; that was the
law of life. The large societies could do now what Mr. Rimmer
wanted, Nothing prevented them from bringing their full strength
to bear except that feeling of disquietude about excursions. On
December 9th he heard Robert Smillie say he had a million votes
with no instructions how to cast them; but he cast them against
Dublin.

Mr. Rimmer said that was the fault of the members of his Union.

The Chairman said the National Union of Railwaymen W
money out of Ireland.

Mr. Rimmer protested The National Union of Railwaymen
gave more than it took.

The Chairman said that might be so in time of need, when they
were fighting the battle for English Trade Unionism. Insupporting
the smaller societies he was arguing against his own position. The
Transport Union had only one agric ultural labourer there; thev
could have flooded the Congress. Let them get above money
values. The Tailors bronght eight delegates to Limerick,

My. McCarron denied this.

Mr. Campbell said they brought ten.

The Chairman said they could bring a delegate for each of their
100 branches.

" Mr. McCarron—Who would pay for them ?

The Chairman—Who pays for you ?

Mr. MeCarron—I'm an important person (laughter),

“Ad te suggested that pe e o,
oaithind if the mabies wmth:ant ‘bae tﬁ:m-ﬁ ewﬁ'
opposed to both the present system and the new proposal

'Q};mrm&n said if they kept sending matters baek they
: t throngh. It could be made an instruction to the
tive mnsxder the nmtlar and bring forward
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Mr. Rimmer’s amendment was then put, when there voted :—
For 6; Against 85. Tt was agreed that the Standing Order should
be the subject of consideration by the new National Executive.

Draft Standing Orders 6, 7, 8 and 9 were agreed to without
discussion,

On Standing Order 10, Mr. Rimmer moved :—

Strike out all words up to and including * election ” on line 3 of
Standing Order No. 10 and insert:—

“The National Executive Committee shall be elected by ballot on
the last day of Congress on the same basis as is provided for in
Standing Order No. 5. Delegates only shall be eligible for election
who are employed at their trade or calling, or, who are permanent
Officers of their Union being resident in Ireland.” This would
correct the anomaly which made it possible for members resident
in Great Britain {o be elected on the National Executive. He did
not say this becanse Mr. Hill had been elected to the Executive and
he (Mr. Rimmer) had not. He and Mr. Hill were good friends,
but an official of an English union resident in England could not
faithfully represent the views of Irish workers,

Mr. Dowling seconded.

Mr. Drummond suggested that the amendment should be
divided into two parts.

The Chairman said the first part had been already disposed of
by the rejection of Mr. Rimmer's previous amendment, and was
out of order, Mr. Drummond’'s amendment to the second part
was also out of order, as it amounted to a simple negative,

Mr. Hill said he was not an Englishman. Pehaps Mr. Rimmer’s
personal sympathies were against this amendment, like the last ;
perhaps he was only voicing the ideas of those who sent him. 1f a
great amalgarmated union with 30,000 members asked an Irishman
to come over and help them, why should he be shut out from the
opportunity of working for Ireland ¥ He was frequently in Ireland
and had a permanent residence in Drumcondra. He had not been
untrue to his duties on the Parliamentary Committee; he was at
times in a peculiarly favourable position for helping them ; why
should they debar him from helping? Every Congress could
settle the matter by its votes, if cﬁsg did not want a particular
man's services ; but why should thu'ir ebar themselves from choice ?
Mr. Rimmer was resident in Ireland, but he might be called away
at any time; and then perhaps he would take very little interest in
Irish affairs, like Mr. Hudson, who did not even put in an
appearance when the Parliamentary Committee was interviewing
the Labour Party. He asked the Congress to decline fo restrict its

E
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Mr. Longmore snid thers was no one fitter to understand men's
%nevances than those who lived amongst them. A man in

ngland could not do 1. Mr. Hill had made the question a
personal one.

Mr. Turner (Glasgow) said the two important points were—
What were the administrative expenses involved in electing a
man resident in England or Scotland ? They must be more than
in the case of a resident in Ireland. Secondly, what were the
attendances of a man resident at a distance likely to be? It was
not a good principle to elect a non-resident. They would have the
support of the men in Great Britain just the same.

Mzr. Connolly agreed with Mr, Turner in prineiple. But it should
be left open to the voters, hearing Mr. Turner's argnments in
mind, to decide whether they wanted a man resident in Great
Britain on the Executive or not. He would prefer an Englishman
resident in Fngland who would serve the working class to an
Irishman resident in Ireland who would sell his class.

Mr. Campbell said the question of expense had been raised. In
Mr. Hill's ease there was no extra expense; his expenses were less
than the speaker's own coming from Belfast Mr. Hill had done
good service, —

The Chairman asked Mr. Campbhell to keep away £mm the
personal note.

Mr, Campbell said no man could avoid the personal implication
after the way the subject had been introduced by Mr. Rimmer.

Mr, Connolly rose to a point of order to protest against
personalities,

The Chairman said Mr. Campbell was abusing his position,

Mr. Campbell apologised.

Mr. McCarron supported Mr. Rimmer’s amendment. If all the
members of the amalgamated unions voted, that Clongress might
be swamped with Englishmen.

Mr. Whitley said it would be well if members of the Parliamen-
tary Committee talked less when they were only repeating previous
arguments. He moved the elosure.

Mr. Hanlon seconded.

Mr. Rimmer claimed the right of reply.

The Chairman said he had no right of reply once the closure
was put.

Mr. Rimmer said in that case the Chairman had 10 right to
speak either.

. The Chairman assented, and asked Mr. Rimmer to sit down.
N .ﬁr.ﬂmr_asked how could he question the Chairman’s ruling.

mmmdmvewdnamwﬁh:t
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Mr. Rimmer said it was contrary to the Standing Orders,

The Chairman said he must either move or sit down.

M{'. Rimmer_mm-'ed “That the Chairman’s ruling was wrong,
and in abrogation of the Standing Orders and Congress disagrees
with said ruling.”

Mr. Drummond seconded.

On being put to the vote, the motion was defeated.

Mr. Rimmer's amendment was then put, when there voted—
For 10 ; against 47,

Mr. Johnson called attention to the change in Standing Order 10,
that the condition debarring two members from the same trade or
occupation from sitting on the Executive was no longer to apply
to the officers.

Draft Standing Order 10 was agreed to without alteration.

The Standing Orders Committee presented a further ad interim
report, recommending that nominations for the Executive should
be in before noon that day ; that the National Union of Bakers be
allowed to move a resolution immediately after the conclusion of
the Agenda ; that the Irish Linen Lappers he allowed to move a
resolution after the Bakers; that Hesolutions 15 and 151 be
ineorporated in an omnibus resolution: that Resolutions 19, 20,
and 21 be grouped, and also 31 and 82 ; that the Seottish Fraternal
Delegates be allowed fifteen minutes each at 3.30 pm. The Report
was adopted, with the deletion of the portion referring to the
Scottish delegates, which was postponed till next day.

Draft Standing Orders 11, 12, 13 and 14 were adopted without
discussion.  The paragraph in the Parliamentary Committee’s
Report dealing with the Dublin Dispute was then taken up.

The Chairman said that as Secretary of the Transport Union and
a member of the Dublin Trades Council he desired to tender their
best thanks to the rank and file of the Trade Union Movement for
the support accorded to them during this dispute. He wished to
record special thanks to the Limerick Pork Dutchers—a Union he
never heard of before ; they showed a real grip of the situation,
and sent more every week in proportion to their strength than any
other union. Many people were claiming to have initiated the
sending of foodstuffs; it was first suggested by the delegates of
the Transport Union. Co-operation was the life and soul of the
movement ; aud they should do service to co-operation in return.

The paragraph was agreed to.

On the paragraph relating to the Waterford dispute,

Mr. O'Brien recalled the hot debate on this matter last vear.
Mr. MeConnell had failed to carry out his undertaking, and had
sent in his resignation at the first meeting of the Committee. They

ined to accept his resignation at that time, and asked for
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information as to what steps he had taken to carry out his under-
taking. " As there was no reply, they were obliged to accept his
resignation, He suggested that they should prevent Mr. McConnell's
Union from being represented at that Congress until Mr. McCon-
nell’s undertaking was carried out.

The Chairman said there was no straighter man in the country
than Mr. McConnell. '

Mr. Whitley said Mr. McConnell went to his Executive ; his
Executive called out the men in Waterford in accordance with the
undertaking ; the men refused to come out. Could members
dietate to their Executive in this manner and not be expelled ?

The Chairman said this was more of that cursed sectionalism—
three bakers’ societies in Ireland.

Mr. Moran (Amalgamated Bakers of Ireland) said his Union had
done their part for unity. The men were still in Waterford in the
place of local men; they were sent there by Mr. MeConnell, and
others were continually sent to replace any who left.

Mr. Campbell said that Mr. McConnell had done his best. He
had stated that if he could not fetch the men out he would resign
his seat on the Parliamentary Committee; and he had kept his
word. He got his executive to call the men out, but could not get
them to go further and insist that the men must come out. They
thought they had been unfairly dealt with because only a particular
incident was taken up, whereas the trouble went farther back.
Other people had taken the places of members of their Union in
Belfast ; this had been proved to the hilt. But they did wrong in
refaliating.

Mr. McCarron said the Belfast Bakers had sent fourteen men to
Derry under similar circumstances.

The Chairman hoped there would be no blackguarding of people
behind their backs. The matter should be sent to the ne“gExei?luﬁve
to go into, from the point of view of principle, not personalities.
The union that did not agree to a settlement, let them go ahead
and smash that union up.

Mr. McCarron said he objected to Mr. Campbell's innuendo that
Mr. McConnell was justified in his action.

The matter was referred to the new Executive.

The ph in the Report dealing with the Fair Wi
R b iy o

On the p aph ““ Obituary,” the Chairman paid a tribute to
the late Mr. Patrick Healy, and also to Nolan and Byrne, the two
victims of the lock-out, martyrs to the cause of Labour. In the
days to come, when real and not sham monuments were raised in

Tt mnmg&wauld be raised to the memory of Nolan
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Mr. Connolly called attention to the omission of the name of
Alice Brady from the paragraph.

. The Chairman said Alice Brady had been killed by a scab with
a revolver given him by his employer, a contractor to the
Corporation.

It was unanimously agreed to insert the name of Alice Brady in
the paragraph, which was then adopted.

The paragraph dealing with “ Resignation of Mr. McConnell "
was agreed to without discussion,

On the paragraph dealing with *“Labour Legislation,” the
Chalrm:_s,n asked were there no defenders of the old Parties, Every
suggestion for Bill or amendment that they had sent in had been
thrown into the waste-paper basket by Redmond, O’Brien, and
Carson. When they went to their comrades of the Labour Party
they had no time to deal with the matter.

Mr. Johnson said that Mr. Brady's Bill for the Provision of
Meals for School Children had been blocked by Sir Frederick
Banbury. It had been predicted that it would be, and no doubt
the Irish Party were aware it would be. Now, however, the Irish
Party, agreeing with their arguments, were trying to get Jowett's
Bill amended so as to include Ireland. Jowett was willing to do
what he could in this direction.

The Report as a whole was adopted, on the motion of Mr. Thomas
Murphy, seconded by Mr. O'Flanagan.

The suggesied Amended Schedule of Constituencies under the
Home Rule Bill was next considered.

The Chairman said, now that there was going to be an Amending
Bill, perhaps their suggestions would be considered even at the
eleventh hour. In the Home Rule Bill, the rural districts, which
were less in touch with intellectual life, were to have 128 repre-
sentatives out of 164, while the urban districts were to have
only 34 seats. The Bill brought in unintelligent voters to
swamp urban voters. A still more serious defect was that it left
out half the nation. Women should be incorporated in the Bill as
well as men.

Mr. Mallin moved and Mr. Corish seconded the adoption of the
Schedule,

Mr. O’Brien suggested that the Schedule should be discussed in
connection wiﬁmduﬁmaptheAm‘ bearing on the same
subject. There might be some contradiction between them.

The Chairman said no sane man would have anything to do with
by ‘ opinions of the ity of his
. Whitley said, voicing the opinions o ‘majority
hﬁmﬂm u:ﬂf:ha would move that all reference to Ulster
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Mr. F. Hall, of the same society, rose to second the

motion.
The Chairman said it was out of order. They were in Ireland,
and they were not going to divide Ulster from the rest of Ireland.

A delegate of the Dublin Typographical Society said these
delegates represented the Manchester Typographical Association.

The Chairman said Mr. Whitley knew that there was a sirong
minority in his trade took a different view. That showed the
danger of majority rule.

Mr. McCarron asked did Mr. Whitley represent the Typographical
Association for all Treland.

Mr. Whitley said he spoke for the majority of his Association in
all Ireland. The membership in Belfast outnumbered the member-
ship in all the rest of Ireland. He was not giving a personal
opinion, but opposing any waste of time in making preparations
for a Parliament to sit in Dublin, which Ulster would not have.

The Chairman—Who said Ulstermen had no sense of humour ?

Mr. Egan said the whole discussion was out of order. The
Chairman had told them Home Rule was on the Statute Book.

Mr. Cassidy asked did Mr. Whitley say Ulster would not have—
Home Rule ? :

The Chairman—No ; he said the Typographical Union would
not have Home Rule.
. Mr. Cassidy, speaking for Derry, said Ulster did want Home
Rule. Their opponents ghould use some other term than “ Ulster.”

Mr. Whitley said his remarks were confined to the majority of
his own trade.

- Mr. McCarron asked what proof had they of that. If a vote were
taken, perhaps they would be for Home Rule. This would be all
in the Tory papers next day.

The Chairman said he was sorry tosee Mr. McCarron had not got
rid of the old political feeling. What did they care what the Press
said 7 There were more Ulstermen in that Congress than men of
any other province, and they were all Home Rulers ; some of them
more than ordinary Home Rulers. Whitley was a good Irishman.
His union was now ultra-Conservative; but some who were
formerly ultra-Conservative were now revolutionaries in this

ess.

Mr. Johnson said they had hitherto been told any change in the
Bill was impossible ; but now that there were going to be changes
‘their mposnls must also be pressed forward. gl'ghe most important
was, the urban districts smd have re utation proportional
tonumbers. The scheme in the Bill would only give one-third of

e me-fifth of the representation ; their proposal was,
an pepulation, should have one-third of -




[ 63]

the representation. This would enable the Labour Party to get a
fair proportion of seats, which otherwise would be difficult, if not
impossible. Following the line of least resistance, they proposed
to group together the towns in each county, leaving the rural
districts the remainder of the representation. = Proportional Repre-
sentation would then apply, according to the scheme now in the
Bill, to those rural districts. This would add greatly to the
possible suceess of the Labour movement in Ireland.

Mr. Campbell suggested that the Schedule should be taken
separately, after the resolutions on the Agenda dealing with the
same subject.

It was agreed that the discussion on the Schedule should
continue, but that the vote should not be taken till after the
resolutions had been disposed of.

The Chairman said Mr. Johnson was wrong in stating that the
rural areas had a majority; the real majority was in the urban
areas,

The consideration of the Agenda was then taken up. Resolutions
1 and 1s were moved by Mr. William O'Brien, viz. :—

REPRESENTATION OF URBAN WORKERS UNDER HOME RULE,

“That this Trades Congress, representing the workers of
Ireland, regrets that effect was not given to the resolution of
Congress in 1912, urging that under the Government of Ireland
Bill the constituencies should be arranged so that the industrial
workers in the towns would have an opportunity of securing
adequate representation ; and we are of opinion that the alternative
vote should prevail in all constituencies in Ireland.

“That in our opinion any Bill introdueced purporting to give
Home Rule to this country falls far short of what the measure
should be if it does not make ample provision for the representation
fo the workers in the Boroughs and Urban areas of Ireland, Ana
this Congress reiterates the demand put forward by Congress in
1912 for the amendment of the Government of Ireland Bill ™

He said that since these resolutions were grouped no arrange-
ment had been made to re-draft them. Resolution 1 was the same
as last year except for the last clause, where the alternative vote
was inserted instead of proportional representation. This . _
did not represent his personal opinion, but had been made by a
majority of the Dublin 'lg:dea Couneil. It was necessary to secure
adequate representation for urban workers. They had now 33 seats -
only as compared with 120 rural constituencies. ~ Kilkenny, Newry
and Galway were wiped out nl-togat.h%r‘. while P‘Itinddk anft‘ir (;:;hner

owns no representation. ‘Lhey were all anxious 18
ﬁfﬁoﬁl of mdﬁng is. When Mr. Johnson said the urban
workers were one-third of the whole he was referring to the towns
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of one thonsand inhabitants and upwards, He himself believed it
would be simpler to adopt proportional representation. He thought
there would be enough * insane men " to vote for it.

Councillor Bohan seconded.

Mr. Campbell moved the amendment standing in his name,
namely, to delete the word *‘ alternative ” on line 6 and substitute
the words “single transferable.”” Mr. Campbell said that pro-
erLional representation was known and applied all over the world.
The alternative vote was in the clouds. The alternative vote was
merely the second ballot without the trouble of going to the poll a
second time. It enabled a second preference to be shown when the
votes were cast. But proportional representation showed more than
a second preference. It enabled the voter to show his preferences
up to the number of seats or even the number of candidates. The
alternative vote had never been tried., The second ballot, wherever
it was tried, was universally condemned, particularly by Labour
and Socialist parties.  Proportional representation had heen
accepted in the Home Rule Bill, which was now law.

Mr. Johnson said there was many a slip.

Mr. Campbell said he pinned his faith to the Parliament Aect.
Proportional representation was adopted for the Senate and for
constituencies returning more than two members. That would
give Labour a chance in Belfast ; they had no earthly chance on
the block system. At present Belfast had four members returned
by single-member constituencies, but henceforth it was fo send
representatives to Westminster by the block system. Therefore,
West Belfast would go; Nationalists, Labour men, Liberals had
no hope of getting even one representative, because if they got one
then they could get four. But by proportional representation the
quota could elect its men. The alternative vote was the same as
the second ballot in srinciple, but it presupposed an arrangement
between parties. Under proportional representation no combination
of opponents can keep you out. In a fivemember constituency
one man could ‘be returned for even one-sixth of the voters plus
one, 'There were only two parties—the workers and the capitalists,
Any arrangement was likely to be to the detriment of Labour;
they were not likely to make any arrangement with other parties.
By proportional representation in every case the members returned
were an absolute reflex of the votes cast and therefore were truly
independent.  DBranting, the Socialist leader in Sweden, bore
testimony to the success of proportional representation there, and
said they wanted it extended. In France a large amount of the
suceess of Socialists was due to their advocacy of proportional
representation. We have stood by it because it secures repre-
“sentation according to voting strength without manipulation by

_____ feprosantation whs 36
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Mr. Campbell replied it was in force in Switzerland, Sweden,
South Africa and Belgium. It would be unwise to go back on
their previous decision in favour of proportional representation.

Mr. Walsh (Dublin) seconded.

The Chairman said Mr. Campbell had not been advocating
proportional representation, but the single transferable vote, which
was not generally accepted.

Mr. Campbell said the single transferable vote was the most
favoured form of proportional representation.

The Chairman said if the single transferable vote was the same
as proportional representation Mr. Campbell was out of order.
They already had proportional representation dealt with in
Resolution 2. They could not waste time over it twice,

Mr. Campbell pointed out that Resolution 1 dealt with the
Government of Ireland Bill, while Resolution 2 referred to any
electoral reform act.

The Chairman said the single transferable vote was either
proportional representation.or it was not. He thought the Standing
Orders Committee should have ruled out this amendment.

Councillor Lawlor said the amendment had already been
admitted by allowing it to be proposed and seconded. The
Chairman should not er waste time,

Mr, Johnson said the words describing the schemes were short
titles merely. Ew claimed to desire proportional
re tation. But the Proportional Representation Society had

opted the method of the single transferable vote. Would the
desires of the workers be better attained by proportional repre-
sentation or the alternative vote? In the present position in
Ireland they were more likely to get due representation by the
single transferable vote than by the alternative vote.

The Chairman said they ought to know their terms. The
English lan was very inadequate. He used it badly himself,
but not as m as others. Mr. Campbell never mentioned the
single transferable vote. Proportional representation presupposed
the quota, and quota meant a fixed quantity.

Mzr. Campbell denied this.

The Chairman said the quota was fixed by law, and those who
fixed it were no fools. portional representation was only
l&pliad to three-member constituencies. That was because the

vernment wanted to keep down the working class. Brantin
had been quoted as wanting more and improved proporti
representation. Why should he want that if it were perfect?
Proportional representation was one of the tricks of the capitalist
class. Who was financing it? Not the men of our class, In

F
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Dublin the register was packed and thus the quota was fixed,
“ Tranferable” was the same as “ alternative.” e voter should
be able to put down his first nominee, and to carry on to a second
choice and so on.

Mr. Campbell said that was exactly what proportional repre-
sentation was.

The Chairman said it was the Sir Horace Plunketts and the
Astons and other respectable people who were running this system.
Why did they not take the opinion of the people of Dublin?
Proportional representation was not in force in Belgium. There
they had a unique system of plural voting. With aniversal
suffrage he would; agree with proportional representation but not
now. They should be cautious and be careful that their allies
were not using them as tools.

Mr, O'Brien said proportional representation was adopted by the
last Congress, and the Chairman had not opposed it.

The Chairman-said they gave no authority to anyone to go with
an outside body to the Premier. They should be gnarded against
any alliance with the Citizens' Housing League or the Proportional
Representation Society without instructions. These alliances might
be used against their own class. He was sorry for Mr. Campbell's ——
political youth. He thought this matter might be left over for
twelve months as the delegates had not followed it. Perhaps they
might send Mr, Cam‘pbe]l%ack to his books to learn the terms of
his own amendment.

Mr. Daly then read out the nominations for the Parliamentary
Commities as follows :—

President, Mr. T. R, Johnson ; Vice-President Mr. James Larkin ;
Treasurer, Mr. D. Campbell ; Secretary, Mr. P. T. Daly. These
were the only nominations received for these positions. For the
Executive the following were nominated :—

Messrs. M. .J. O'Lehane, T. McPartlin, T. Johnson, R. O'Carroll, W.
O'Brien, W. E. Hill, D, R. Campbell, H. T. Whiiley, J. MeCarron,
M. J. Egan, T. Cassidy, James Connolly, P. Lynch, W. J. McNulty,
J. Mercer. Of these Messrs. Johnson and Campbell were dis-
qualified by having been unanimously elected to Executive position.

Messrs. Whitley, McCarron and Lynch withdrew their names
from nomination. . gy

A delegate asked Mr. McCarron to consent to be nominated.
At this crisis they should have Derry represented on the
Execuiive. - foedl

Mr. Drummond asked could two members of one union be
_ The CI 1 said no, but they could be nominated. e
ted out that the rule against two members of

y to the: officers, .
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Councillor Partridge appealed to Mr. McCarron not to withdraw,

Mr. McCarron persisted in withdrawing. He had not time to
come to meetings.

At this point a deputation was received from the Co-operative
Buiding Society, Dublin,

Councillor R. O’Carroll, as spokesman of the deputation, said
they wished to lay their aims before the Congress and to ask for
support. They had seen how the employers could dislocate the
building industry to assist other employers. It would be well to
weaken that power, ‘The co-operative scheme had been successfully
applied elsewhere. They had the help of experts in co-operation.
They had a scheme drafted and would soon put it into practice.
There were 6,000 men in the building industry in Dublin, If they
got a thousand into this soeiety they could get into
competition with the building bosses, The Brick and Stonelayers
were enthusiastic about the project, but their enthusiasm might
cool unless others joined it, The Provisional Committee felt they
had done the work of organisation, They now asked the organised
workers to come in and take over the society. He hoped every
trade union in the city would form a sub-committee and appoint
a secretary and collect shares. The secretary was to be seen at the
Antient Concert Buildings on Fridays.

A deputation was also received from the Co-operative Congress.

Mr. Wilson, first spokesman, thanKed the Congress for their
kind invitation. He brought them greetings and best wishes for
their success. This interchange of delegates would cement the
friendship between them. The Co-operative movement was twin
to the trade union movement. Their aims were similar,—namely,
to secure better conditions for the general workers, Scotland had
kept a close eye on Dublin, recognising that they were fighting a
battle for liberty. It was only the beginning of greater things ! Last
year was a foretaste of what co-operation would seek to do.

The Chairman, introducing the other delegates, said Mr. Langley
was an Englishman ; some of them might never have seen an
Englishman.

Mr. Langley said their discussion showed t earnestness. He
spoke of the importance of the productive side of co-operation ; he
was pleased to hear of the building co-operation. In England they
had many productive societies based on the principle of control by
the workers. Their object was to get hold of the means of pro-
duction as far as possible. 1f the workers were to rise industrially
and obtain their share they must get hold of the means of pro-
duction. Hei!pokeoftheprin:"llplaoi labour co-par p—that
is to say, partnership between all factors in production.

The Chairman ruled any discussion of co-partnership out of
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- Mr. Langley, in conclusion, said he hoped 'the workers would

t a greater share of the produce of their labour, and that the

Jongress would make even greater strides in the future than in

the past.

The Chairman said they tendered their best thanks to the
co-operative movement for what it had already done for them.
Co-partnership wéds not co-operative. He hoped advantage would
be taken of the presence of the Co-operative Congress in Dublin.
They could always do with this type of Englishman and Scotchman
who brought them encouragement, and sometimes knowledge.
Ireland, however, was before England and Scotland in co-operation.
“We are one with you,” he declared, *in spirit and in action.”

The discussions on Resolutions 1 and 18 was then resumed.

Mr. O’'Brien said the Chairman’s statements would not bear
examination. The politicians did not fix the quota in the pro-
portional representation system. It was fixed by the numbers of
the electors. In a five-member constituency of 6,000 electors
1,001 would form the quota. No opposition had been offered at
the last Congress. If Mr. Larkin had been a live delegate he
onght to have opposed it then.

The Chairman said he had lived and learned.

Mr. O'Brien said so far as he knew the only thing that had
happened since last Con was that Mr, Larkin had said a visit
to Glasgow where he kad heard Mr. Ramsay MacDonal ol;m
proportional representation. Mr. MacDonald’s honeyed words
won over Mr. Larkin. The Chairman had asked why was it not
extended all over Ireland, and said that we were deprived of it in the
parts where it would be of most use, Mr. Larkin had defeated in
the Dublin Trades Council a proposal to have it extended all over
Ireland. The LL.P. was in favour of it.

The Chairman said they could leave that out; they were in
Ireland. '

Mr. O’Brien said Mr. Larkin had often boasted that he was a
member of the I[L.P. and would be till he died. He read a
quotation on the merits of the single transferable vote.

The Chairman asked what was he quoting from.

Mr. O'Brien said from the Report of the Proportional Repre-
sentation Society of Ireland.

The Chairman said he would not take that as an authority.

Mr. O'Brien said of course not; it was bound to be wrong if it
was against the Chairman. The second ballot was little use for
Labour, because Liberal and Tory would combine at the second
The Chairman said that Mr. m%%%ﬁmmw

oportional representation. take their definition
from capitalist papers? . )

N
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Mr. O'Brien said if it was correct he would take it from a
dictionary compiled by a capitalist.

Mr. Johnson said they were both in agreement if they under-
stood each other. y i

The Chairman said the quota was a fixed quantity (cries of
“No”) then ; they were not voting for proportional representation.

Mr. O'Brien said the Chairman was not fair in his way of putting
the matter.

Mr. Connolly suggested that they should meet and discuss the
matter during the adjournment.

The Congress then adjourned.

On resuming at 2 o'clock, Mr. T. Murphy asked for a definition
of proportional representation. ; !

The Chairman said the Dublin Corporation appeared to have no
dictionary.

Mr. O'Brien said the Chairman would have to compile a new
dictionary. He accepted Mr. Campbell’s amendment.

Mr. T. Murphy asked was this in order.

The Chairman said they must have confidence in the delegates.

~Mr. Rimmer said the Agenda had been sent to allow time for
consideration. Could the delegates by agreement alter the
resolutions ?

The Chairman said the Standing Orders Committee could.

Mr. Rimmer said it was a question of the powers of two
individuals.

Mr. Campbell said it was always within tie power of the moves
of a resolution to accept the amendment.

Mr. A. Murphy suggested that Mr. O'Brien and Mr. Campbell
!i;oulddgu outside and draft a resolution. It was merely a question
of words.

The Chairman said they had talked till they were sick. He
would accept the decision of Congress.

A division was then taken on Mr. Campbell's amendment, when
there voted—for the amendment, 41 ; against, 6. The amendment
was declared carried.

The Chairman was about to pass on to the next resolution when
Mr. Connolly pointed out that there was another amendment to
Resolution 1B.

Mrs. Gordon (Irish Women Workers' Union, Belfast) moved the
amendment standing in her name, namely, to add after the words
““areas of Ireland” on line 4 and before the word “ and " on same

i words “ and ide for the Parliamentary representation
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“ Mr. Connolly seconded, and said there was no need to labour the
point. They were all in agreement upon it. In every struggle
agrarian, political, or the recent industrial, women had to bear the
brunt of the battle. If they were now going forward women should
be their comrades and equals in what is coming.

The Chairman said he was sure the amendment would be carried
unanimously.

The amendment was carried unanimously and resolutions 1 and
18 as amended was agreed to unanimously.

Mr, Connolly moved :—

“ That in the opinion of this Congress any attempt {0 exclude any
portion of Ireland from the provisions of the Home Rule Bill is
undesirable ; that this Congress heartily endorses the Manifesto
issued by our Parliamentary Committee, and directs the various
Trades Councils in Ireland to press the matter on the Parliamentary
representatives of their districts.” '

He referred to Mr. Whitley's statement that a certain section
would not have Home Rule. An attempt was being made to con-
ciliate a certain bigoted section by mutiliating Treland. This was
unprecedented. They were to do voluntarily what was considered —
a crime when done by outsiders in the case of Poland. This had
been manceuvred without any attempt to consult the people. It
was false to say that Nationalists would accept it. Every attempt
had been made to prevent the Nationalist opinion of Ulster from
expressing itself. Every coterie that would declare for tentative
acceptance had its resolution spread all over the Press. This ought
to be opposed from every standpoint, but particularly from the
Labour standpoint. He re, rdego the Home Rule Bill with con-
tempt as an emasculation of the Irish National demand. But he
wished it passed because bigotry had been used to weaken the
working class. The Orange capitalist class had stirred up the
fiercest fires of religious bigotry to prevent the working class from
uniting for its emancipation. Ulster wanted this union of the
working class most of all. He referred to the demarcation of
different religious districts in +Belfast streets. Till recently York
Street had been barred. For eighteen years no band but an
Orange band could go down it, till the Irish Transport Workers'
Union came. They had no spirit of hostility, but they stood for
Ireland united on another basis. They wished to blend North

~and South, Protestant and Catholic, in one holy bond. They were
now told that exclusion would only be for six years. But the
“English Solicitor-General had said that there would be two general
_elections in that period and that it would be a miracle if the Tories
~were not returned, when they would make exclusion permanent.

ors, therefore, would not be allowed to unite on labour
ey would bé told that they must unite with their
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The position would be a thousand times worse in the North than
now. They in the North would resist to the death the attempt to
exclude them. It was the admission for the first time in history
that the English conquest had succeeded and that they had the
right to divide Ireland and treat it as a province. They would be
doing a good turn to Ulster by opposing exclusion. They valued
Ulster too ymuch to let it" be cut off; it was in Ireland now and
they meant it to grow part of Ireland. The frontiers of Ireland
were fixed by Nature not by the bigotry, malevolence, or class-creed
of any party.

Councillor Corish seconded.

Mr. MacBride said that he was here by the unanimous vote of Cork,
Sligo and Limerick. He thought he was justified in using his
Judgment to support this resolution. But he wanted no reference
to rampant bigotry. He had to face his branches and there should
be no two camps. They could express any opinion on trade union
question, but politics were kept out.

Mr. Hall said he came from the section referred to. It was
their will that he should only speak and vote on trade union
nuatters. This resolution was considered as politicil and religious,
He said the bands had gone down York Sireet. They were met as
trade unionists. He would vote against this resolution. United
Ireland should not be. _

The Chairman said every man was entitled to his own opinion.

Mr. Whitley said he denied the right of any party to cutup
Ireland, and in saying that he was speaking for large numbers of
those who signed the Covenant. This morning they had discussed
Home Rule and he had said Ulster would not have it, but there
were many who would oppose Home Rule to the point of giving
their lives who would just as obstinately refuse to have Ireland
cut up. He refused as a printer in Ulster to be separated from
his fellow-printers in the South. There were some political
questions which could not be kept out of the trade union move-
ment. Ireland was theirs, and Ireland they were going to keep.
He might be called to account for saying this, but he had more
love for his country than for any class. There was a surprising
majority in the North against cutting off. He was not speaking on
the merits of Home Rule. _

ell said the question was, should one portion of
Ireland gcvmmdfnnd%m other be doctored from abroad? -
The B Trades Council never voted mfom;ﬂule,bl-)u‘:rhu;
emphaticall tested against partition. great number o
peu%!a whoywell)':aopw to Home Rule would, as a choice, be dead
against exclusion. would ?;Eweanyﬂm Rule Bill if even
an acre were left out re had been talk about wooing Ulster ;
this meant yooin, ts of Ulster.  Irish Parliament
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that there mnst he no interference with labour lest they might
frighten off the capitalists of Ulster. Labour in Ulster would be
nobody’s child ; it would be very hard to get Westminster legis-
lation to apply to Ulster.

Mr. Mercer said Ireland must not be divided : he had made this
a paramount question on the Council, in his union, &e. An
amendment had been proposed to the Home Rule Bill that the
Dublin Parliament should have no control over labour legislation.
This was drafted by the capitalists of Ulster : the linen sweaters,
tobacco manufacturers, the Coombe Barbours, the ropemakers, who
all dreaded the power of an Irish Labour Party. If Home Rule is
an accomplished fact we want to participate in its legislative
advantages. Home Rule without Ulster should be refused. It was
in Ulster that the workers were; it was there they would be
erushed. Old cries would be kept up to persuade them to send
the capitalists of Ulster to Westminster. He did not care much
about the merits of Home Rule, but they could not have it without
Ireland as a whole.

Counecillor Egan (Cork) said this was not a political resolution.
Partition would reduce the Labour vote in the Home Rule Parlia-
ment. He denied the right of any man or set of men to upset the
geography of Ireland. The Cork Trades Council had adopted a
resolution against partition unanimously ; the Cork members were
pledged against exclusion. If it took place Belfast capitalists
would be hit by eommereial boycott.

Councillor Partridge said the boycott had now begun, and the
North would tell Nationalists to look South for employment ; there-
fore bitter divisions would arise.

Mr. Drummond said Asquith was responsible. As a railwayman
he knew what Asquith thought of the working class. He would
use the whole forces of Crown against them if on strike,
Exclusion was one of the cleverest moves to destroy the chances of
an Irish Labour Party in the first Home Rule Parliament. The
strongest and richest unions were in the North ; if Treland was
united Labour would make more headway in Belfast than else-
where. Why did the Liberal Government hand over a monoply of
North-east Ulster seats to Tories ?

Mr. F. Hall said he was no Home Ruler. He was not in favour
of exclusion from the point of view of the interests of the Irish
worker. He was as good an Irishman as any man in the room, but
he could not support the resolution, because of the men who sent
him there. The mover of the resolution had given them a one-
sided story as to bigotry. There were portions of Belfast he
would be afraid to go within twe-hun yards of. It was his
duty to vote against the resolution.

Lawlor said Irishmen had been fighting through the

~ ages for their inheritance and they must get it in its integrity, He
B e s e T
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accepting exclusion. Every revolutionary movement had heen
cradled in Ulster. From that parliament of labour let them declare
with one voice that there should be no division.

Mr. Connolly. replying on the debate, said he wished to correct
a wrong impression. He had given an instance of bigotry wherea
rule was in force when mob law ruled in certain streets. He had
been told that other districts were as bad. He was quite prepared
to believe that this was true of the Falls Road, &e., but York Street
was a main artery of the city. He had done his part to break down
bigotry both in Dublin and Belfast. They would never get it
broken down by eringing. He would rather see someone of another
religion take up the question in Belfast. The only places in
Ireland where religious riots took place were not the places where
Catholics were in a majority. There was bigotry on both sides,
and the average Belfast Home Ruler did not know any Nationalism
but anti-Orangeism. They were out to abolish that.

The Chairman said that m 1907 there was no more united city
in the Three Kingdoms than Belfast. But since then the Protestant
and Catholic Orangemen, the Orange Order and the Hibernian
Orders had been responsible for disturbances, both alike, Everyone
respected their Northern comrades.

A division was then taken, when there voted—for the resolution,
84 ; against, 2.

Mr, Mercer asked that the names of the two delegates who
opposed the resolution should be put on record.

The Chairman refused to do this.

A delegate who had not voted said the question of civil war had
been ignored. Might they not buy the unity of Ireland at too high
a price namely, civil war ?

The Chairman said it was the law of the world, that those in
power should carry out the law, and that those who suffer should
break it. The cowardliness of the Government was responsible
for the trouble in Ulster. He was an Ulsterman, and he would put
down civil war in an hour. They were determined that Ireland
should not be dismembered. :

The deputation was then received from the Citizens’ Housing
League. _

Miss Chenevix thanked the Congress for receiving the_._c]p[g.;
tation and asked them to int two delegates to accom
Citizens’ ing League on the deputation to the Prime Minister
and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, urging the necessity of a
loan in order to put in operation the Report of the Departmental
Committee on Dublin Houf.;:g._ There were people in Dublin now
living under conditions which they would be sorry to inflict en
animals. She asked the Congress #o wbe their power to get this"
state of affairs remedied. Many experiments had been made by

G
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the Corporation and by private bodies, and these were often useful
to individual people. ~But their chief value was that they proved
the futility of any partial and spasmodic way of dealing with
housing, it must be dealt with on a big scale as suggested in the
Report. Many schemes were now being talked about, and was
Labour to be silent ? The Dublin Trades Council was not silent ;

it had declared for the Report and was represented on the Citizens’
Housing League. They were united in their desire to build np a
new Dublin. This was principally a Dublin guestion, but not
entirely ; it concerned the workers everywhere. She appealed to
Congress, which represented all Ireland; to appoint representative
delegates to speak with the whole force of Ireland. This was
especially a woman’s question; with a woman’s feeling for home
she could imagine what it was like to live in a dwelling that can-
not be made home-like. She appealed to the men, in the name of
the women of Dublin who could not speak for t.hemselves, to work
strenuously for the building up of a new capital for the new

Ireland.

Mr. Aston, the second member of the deputation, reminded them
of what the Report contained. It was a Deparimental Committee
composed of officials ; it sat in that room and it came to the con-
clusion t.ha.t the housing conditions of Dublin were not to he
equalled in western Europe. If this was tolerated, the ideals of
Trades Unionism were -impossible. They should mot be merely
unanimous, but insistent ; they should demand, not request,
a loan of £3,500,000 and a sum by way of annual grant from the
Budget to bndge the gap between what the poorest can pay and
what is needed to supply a decent house. This grant should be
temporary and must not be used to permanently depress wages.
No abstract principle- should stand in the way of a solution.

The Chairman asked should they instruct the National Executive
to deal with this question.

Mr. A. Murphy said they should decide now tosend a deputation.

HOUSING OF WORKERS,
Mr. William O'Brien moved :—

“That this Con, representing the workers of Ireland,
approve gmenlly the recommendation contained in the rpcanﬁly
issued tal Committee's- Housing Report, and we urge
MlBﬂlboplaudintnlawthn Session glmgeﬁecttom
financial recommendations.”

He said {hntlﬁ:ﬂhonshnd been spent in noln? the land question,
and later in_building labgurers’ ontmiea ow the State must
eome to the assistance of the urban worker also. If pressure was

nowmzhmg might be done. This affected all Ireland,
the the principle of Staté aid adopted it could be

id. The. meei Dubhnwaa mnmurgmthan
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Mr. MacPartlin seconded the motion. He said they should also
appoint a deputation and strive to get money. The workers had
not as good houses as the horses bef:nging to the capitalist class.
If they did not work hard the report would he droppeg.

Mr. T. Murphy propossd, as an addendum to the resolution, that
Congress appoint two delegates on the joint deputation to the
Premier and Chancellor of the Exchequer. .

Mr. O'Brien accepted the addendum.

Councillor Egan said £670,000 were ear-marked for housing by
the Budget. If Ireland’s share got into the hands of the Irish
Parliament then God help the workers of Ireland, This was the
time to press forward. In his ward in Cork unskilled workers were °
dwelling in lanes which were a disgrace.

Mr. Hanlon said he wished to propose two names.
The Chairman said the principle must be first adopted.

Mr. Hanlon said that no one could see the horrors of the slums
as he could going through them daily.

Mr. P. T. Daly said all parties had been united on behalf of
the tenant farmers and the workers had to foot the bill for them,
They demanded the same rights for their own class. They wanted
money on the same terms as it was given for the farmers.

Mr. Houston (Belfast Trades Council) said they expected support
from the tenant farmers.

The Chairman said they got some of if last winfer. .

Mr. Houston said the town workers won for the farmers the best
laws in the British Isles. They expected support from the repre~
sentatives of the farmers at Westminster. The school accommos
dation was also not fit for animals.

Mr. Rimmer said if the moneywas got what would the result be ?
Rows of brick boxes with slate lids. It would be betfr to stay as
they were. There was finer-built property in Dublin than in any
other city. They might have a remedy worse than the evil. The
Corporation schemes and the Artisans' Dwellings showed the
danger. .

Mr, T. Farren said he spokeas a member of the Citizens’ Housi
League. They wanted topohava self-contained dwellings, no blﬁ
tenements. The tenement system in Dublin was worse than in any
European country. The report was not confined to Dublin, but
Dublin’s need was the more de?amta. They should join the
deputation and make a universal demand. . . i) ad

Mr. Drommond said he objected to Mr. Houston's statement as
to the land laws. They had only made six small landlords mﬂwﬁ
of one big one. If they were going to subsidise mybodyhe'dld‘
not want_it to be at his expense as a British m Let them
do it at their own expense. Dublin was rich and powerful
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enough to do what Glasgow did. They could have better tenements
than Glasgow.. In Glasgow they took the tramway surplus,
£250,000. Thus they paid no interest. The landlord was not the
enemy, buf interest. Let them wipe out interest and put a tax on
land values.

The Chairman said this was a disquisition on the universal
affairs of the earth, especially in Scotland.

Mr. Drommond said it was wrong to clear out the slums and put
houses there. They should have spaces in the eity and put the
workers out in the suburbs, and then demand-shorter hours to
enable them to live out there.

Mr. Doran (Belfast) said he had taken an interest in the housing
of the working classes in Belfast. A capitalist Corporation was
buying out slums at 5 per cent. above their original value.

The Chairman said they eould beat that hollow in Dublin,

Mr, Doran said the incoming tenants were charged for all this,
Sometimes out of 11s. a week they had to pay 3s. 3d. in rent.

The Chairman said no man would take-11s.

Mr. Doran said they called themselves men.

Mz, MeCarron said every penny of the price of the land was paid
by the tenant farmer, or would be. There was no comparison
between Dublin and Glasgow. Ireland was governed by an
alien Parliament. Industry had been hunted out of the country
and there were 3} millions Imperial overtaxation. Mr. Drummond
had much to learn. His eye was turned to Glasgow and he knew
no other place. They wanted Home Rule to remove bitterness,
and Ireland would unite to better her own condition. They did
not want anything like the Town Tenants League for house jobbers,
but a house league with a “no rent ” policy. When they started
that in Derry the politicians told them they were traitors who
wanted to disfranchise the voters.

Councillor Lawlor said they were mot begging any subsidy.
There was mew a surplus of £700,000 in the Irish Budget. They
should ask at least £200,000 of this for housing. He would like
10 have an addendum to the resolution including all Irish urban
centres.

The Chairman said this was not acceptable.

Councillor Lawlor said the condition of Dublin was well under-
stood by every political and religious party, but no effort had been
made to remedy it till the last dispute. The Irish Transport
Workers' Union were the pioneers of tgz' change in regard to the
housing of Dublin.

The Chairman said they could discuss this for a week. He was
not gmng to swallow any document, which in some points was most

tionary, but only the general principles. The suggestion of

Mmterast was a scandal. They could learn
even a Scotchman who knew what did know bmmn
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Irish taught him. They must not be side-tracked by any Housing
League. We could do the work ourselves. People were getting
round the problem to obscure it. Why should they borrow ? It
was their own money. There were idle men, idle bricks, idle
land ; what they wanted was to put them together. There was
talk of houses being good enough. There was nothing too good
for the workingman. Mr. Rimmer wanted beauty in the houses,
but the workmen had lost their soul for beauty. They wanted to
demand the best houses in Dublin. Guinness had a house with
360 rooms, one for every day in the year. They ought to say,
* give us the right to live, or we take it.” There were 51 acres at
Clontarf which could be had for £2,000, and those Christians who
walk hand in glove with the Creator could not give the £2,000.
Lady Aberdeen had a housing exhibition in which her colleague
was William Martin Murphy. What they ought to do was to tear
the damned houses down.

Councillor R, O'Carroll said he wished to know did Mr. Aston,
before the Committee of Inquiry, refer to the small return for their
wages given by Dublin bricklayers; and on what ground did he
make the statement,

The Chairman said that statement ought to be withdrawn ;
otherwise they could not be associated with Mr. Aston.

Mr. Aston said he was arguing generally that men cannot live in
the slums without having their working power and their earning

wer reduced. He wished to state that the Citizens' Housing
ﬁague was not associated with either of the names mentioned by
the Chairman. . ;

Councillor O’Carroll said he accepted the explanation, but the
printed report should be corrected.

The Chairman said all minutes of evidence were sent to the
witness to correct. The Dublin bricklayers could work with any
men. They should build their houses with the co-operative
builders, without a contractor.

Resolutions 16 and 17, with an addendum appointing two
delegates on the joint deputation, were then unanimously passed.
The names of the two delegates were next considered. After some
discussion, Messrs. Connolly and O’Brien were appointed.

The Chairman said the delegates had full power to work and
vote on their behalf, but they were confined to their resolusion and
wmwmgoasgul:gnmof.ma&hm'ﬁomgm
except as laid down in the resolution.

Mr. J. Farren presented a report from the Standing Orders
Committee recommending that non-contentious resolutions should
be spoken to by the proposer and seconder only, and that on con-
tentious resolutions 8 es should belimited to five minutes each.
They also 'M‘l deputation from the Lrish Women's
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Reform League should be received at 3 o'clock, and that the
elections of the Executive should take place between 1 and 1.30 on
Wednesday.

Mr. Johnson said it was not necessary to receive the deputation
from the Irish Women's Reform League, because the resolution on
Women's Suffrage had already been passed.

The Chairman said he wanted to know who they were. None of
them would object to a militant suffragetie, but they didn’t want
those humbugs who were not out for work.

Myr. O'Brien said the Irish Women's Reform League had done
good work in regard to the feeding of school children,

The Chairman said he wanted to know who the Irish Women's
Reform League were. He never heard of them.

Mr. O’Brien said the lady who had spoken so ably on the housing
question was a member of it.

Mr. Daly read the letter from the Irish Women’s Reform Leagune
signed by Miss Chenevix askmg permission to address the Con- .
gress for ten minutes on Women's Suffrage.

. The Chairman said one of the officials of the Irish Women's
Reform League named at the head of the letter was Miss Moser.
She was a Poor Law candidate in Pembroke and was asked would
she vote for trade union principles, She refused, saying that she
had no politics and would have nothing to do with trade unionism.

Mr. O'Brien asked would the Chairman condemn an organisation
for one member. :

The Chairman said yes, if she stood as a candidate of the Irish
Women's Reform League.

Mr. Longmore said the Chairman's statement was not correct.
Miss Moser was asker to sign an agreement that she would support
the use of trade union labour only, and that she would remain
neutral as regards the religion of foundlings. She would not sign
anything but would agree verbally.

The Chairman said he had listened to. Mr. Longmore's evidence
* in a court of law and he did not tell the truth. Why should they

deal with the religious question ? That was not the duty of a trade
union leader. There were other men for that.

Mr. Longmore wished to reply to the Chairman’s statement with
regard to his evidence.

Councillor Lawlor said they. had nothing to. do with the Court
proceedings.

The Chairman said Mr. Longmore cunu-ndmsed the delegate of
‘the Transport Union, who stated that Miss Moser declared she
wunld support no trade unionist prineiple.

: Iangnmsaad Miss Moser’s. position was- that her candi-
e | l and non-sectarian, and that they -wanted -

o] o .Al.u-a_
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Mr. Johnson moved the acceptance of the Standing Orders
Committee’s recommendation deleting the reference to the Irish
Women's Reform Lleague, because the resolution on Women's
Suffrage had been unanimously passed. :

Mr. O'Brien said that if this was deleted on the grounds given
by Mr. Johnson he would agree, but if it was on the ground put
forward by the Chairman he would oppose it. They had received
the Citizens’” Housing League, the president of which was Mr.
Shanks, who was a colleague of Murphy in the Chamber of Com-
merce. ~ Why did not the Chairman object to that ?

The Chairman said the Trades Council had thought it wise to
join the Citizens’ Housing League. The suffrage could be used
for or against their class. I Miss Moser was going to use it
against our principles they must look into her bonafides.

Mr. Connolly moved the adoption of the Standing Orders "Com-
mittee's recommendation in its entirety. He did so because of the
attacks on the Trish Women's Reform League. All his sympathies
. were_with the rival organisation, the Irish Women's Franchise
- League, because he believed that it was militancy only which had
. brought the cause to the front.

The Chairman said instructions had bheen given to the Irish
Transport Workers' Union to oppose Miss Mos.r.

Mr. Connolly said he had heard no such order. When the
instruction was given he would obey. When one is out to gain a
certain measure, one must join withall. He was out te give women
the vote, even if they used it against him as a human right.

Mr. ('Brien seconded Mr. Connolly's motion. ' :

A division was then taken, when there voted—For Mr. Connolly’s
motion 51 ; against 29. The motion was therefore carried.

On the motion of Mr. O'Lehane, seconded by Mr. Johnson, the
proposed amendment schedule of constituencies was unanimously

adopted. !
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT. .

Mz, Dawson Gordon moved :—

“That this Congress instructs the Parliamentary Commiitee to
take immediate steps to have the Workmen's Compensation Act,
1906, so amended it

(a) “That Phthisis shall be one of the diseases scheduled
under the Act ; _ ofi& '.'

b) “The fixing of a minimum weekly payment per
we'(ek)'duringthempmityofapeuon over 21 yearsof age;

¢) “That the liability incurred and payable under the Act
shsllbe a charge upon and paysble from the Imperial Ex-
chequer,”

&

$



[80]

He asked why should one class of workers be compensated and
another not. Bad as the Insnrance Act was, it brought out facts.
A boy who was earning 8s. Gd. might get 8s. 6d. compensation,
while a man might get 5s. 6d. perhaps. This was a great in-
justice. Moreover the worker should be protected by the
State.  They should do away with compensation by the
employer. Often the employer had all his workers insured.

Mr. Breslan seconded.

Mr, Rimmer opposed tbe motion. A serious principle was
involved. The motion meant that the State should re-imburse the
employer. Where then was safety control? The employer was
not going to protect machinery if compensation was not a cost on
production.

Mr. Campbhell said the present system did not prevent accidents.
It had failed of its purpose, because the employer shifted the

- responsibility to the Insurance Company. If the onus was cast on
the (lovernment they would make due provision to save the
Exchequer. The employers had not taken precautions because it
was cheaper to insure.

Mr, Drummond said compensation had replaced the term
“employers’ liability” of twenty years ago. Phthisis was in-
fectious ; how were they to get at the facts as to whether if was
contracted inside or outside the factory? They should demand
hygienie conditions in factories. _

Mr. Houston (Belfast Trades Council) said there was a new
medical term, “Hackler's lung,” in Gordon’s trade. They must
tackle this also,

Mr. Lumley said one in three of his trade died of Phthisis
brought about in shops. .

The Resolution was then put and earried, Mr. Rimmer voting
against it.

NATIONALISATION OF IRISH RAILWAYS,

Mr, Hill moved :—

“ That having regard to the unsatisfactory results of the present
company system under which the Irish Railways are worked, this

hereby re-affirms its conviction that there should be no

further delay in carrying out the recommendations of the Majority

S e icno Comipn . Lok Bpiealt ool

uly, ) - nationalising the said rail under a sys-
B pain nationalising ways 8y

“The Congress further re-affirms that any Act i uced for
this purpose must contain provisions to secure the following :—

- have the right to elect representatives to be members of the
servants of the m 3 . '
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2. “The adequate protection of the Clerical and Operative
Staffs against reduction, dismissal or other detrimental changes
in their conditions of service arising from such nationalisation,
and that in cases where reduction of staff is absolutely neces-
sary, adequate compensation shall be given to the displaced
servants ;

3. “ That the salaries, wages, and other conditions of service
of the Clerical and Operative Staffs shall be approximated to
those in existence in the Postal Service ; and

4. *“ That they shall retain all the civil rights and privileges
of the ordinary citizen, and these shall no?%e cm'taged or in-
terfered with in any way whatsoever by reason of their becom-
ing servants of the Lsh Railway Authority.

“ That copies of this resolution be sent to the Prime Minister,
the(thf geretaryiorl’mland,and the Leaders of the Irish

He said this resolution had been passed in its present form at
two previous Congresses. It needed re-affirming in view of the
proximity of their own Parliament. Nationalisation was in serious
jeopardy owing to the proposed exclusion of Ulster. This was
another practical reason against exclusion. They could not

- nationalise the railways if one portion of a great trunk lineand many
branch lines were excluded. The octopus of private management
was gathering closer about the vitals of the people and their business.
There was no hope of improvement till the railways were
nationalised.

Mr. Orr, seconding the motion, said if the railways were not
nationalised they would be trustified. Let them see to it that the
workers were represented on the new railway authority. They had
the example of the Post Office and of the Port of London Authority
to show the abdolute necessity that the workers should have such
representation.

Mr. Kelly said he objected to Sub-section 3 (asking that the
salaries, wages and other conditions of service of the railway
clerical and operative eclasses should be approximated to those in
existence in the postal service). As a postal servant he knew that
if this were done they would have nothing but turmoil and
attempted strikes. Nationalisation would only mean the beginning
of the problem. Jdi '

Mr. Doran said they must not have “nationalisation at any price ”
Nationalisation on the lines of the majority report would make it
impossible to carry out the sub-section. Light railways which
were paying no dividend could not realise the workers’ wishes out
of the profits. They must first -educate the workers to return
“worke s’ representatives to make the bargain, Till then nationa-
lisation would be a curse,

)
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Mr. Rimmer said he agreed with the last speaker. There had been
a gréat change in public opinion on this question. There were
greater possibilities of electrical, aerial and motor traflic. There
was not the same objection to nationa'isation by the railway mag-
nates. They found it harder to compeie in transport. Forexample,
the Dublin and South Eastern Railway had been compelled by the
tramways to close three stations. Owing to the decline in shares
they might only get serap iron at a high price. He supported this
resolution at Cork, but he had changel his opinion and would
hesitate to vote for it now.

Mt Irvine said he did not get the Agenda. He wished t2 move
an amendment.

The Chairman said the societies must send in amendments.

The Secretary said he had to send out the Agenda when he had
very few addresses of delegates. Sometimes he got the delegates’
names on the morning of the Congress.

Mr, Campbell said they should not hesitate ; it would pay better
to do it now.

The Chairman asked did the National Union of Railwaymen vote
for nationalisation.

Mr, Rimmer said yes, but he had received no instructions.

Mr, Gordon said the new flying train might do away with rail-

ways. § -
Mr, Hill said if he had had any idea the resolution would be
opposed he could have developed his argument. Whatever might
be invented there must be something like the present railways for
long hauls. Civie rights for railway servants were vital.

The resolution was then put and carried with one dissentient.

The Chairman reminded them that the dinner was to take place
at 7 in the Dolphin. He apologised for the disturbance of the
previous night’s entertainment by the weather.

Mr. O'Brien asked if the weather was the only'thing the Trans-
port Union eould not control.

Congress then adjourned.

THIRD DAY—WEDNESDAY, 3rd JUNE, 1914.

adTh;d minuvtes of the previous day’s proceedings were read and
opted.

Arising out of the minutes, Mr. Longmore said he had been
charged with being a perjurerand a liar. Hechallenged the Chair-
man fo prove it.
~_The Chairman said Commissioner Fleming had decided that
Mr. Longmore and his friends were wrong and perjured. He had

. paid hm:' (Mr. Larkin) his and he had mulcted Mr,
_.mm_s side in costs. Mr.emre could seek his remedy

et e A
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The Chairman asked for the definition of a non-contentious
resolution. He held there should be no speech unless the resolution
was opposed. He said they could get through quickly if the

delegates were fair. If no principle was involved they should let
things pass without discussion.

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE ACT.

Mr. Dawson Gordon moved :—

“ That in the opinion of this Congress the present panel system
of obtaining medical certificates by insured pergons in Irelands{a:ldar
the National Health Insurance Act has proven a complete failure
both in regards to the interest of the insured person and the ap-
proved society. And that this Congress call upon the Chancellor
of the Exchequer and the Irish Insurance Commission to institute
a State Medical Service for all insured persons, failing that, a State
medical scheme be initiated for the purpose of issuing medical cer-
tificates to insured persons when ill. And that copies of this Reso-
lution be forwarded to the Chancellor of the Exchequer and the
Irish Insurance Commission.”

“This Congress disagrees with the nt system of panel
doctors certifying for sickness benefit under the Health Insurance
Acts ; that it encourages malingering, deals unfairly with the
approved societies, and increases enormously the cost of adminis-
tration ; and that the panel doctors should be replaced by State-
paid medical men whose whole time should be devoted to the
examination and certification of persons claiming sickness and
disablement benefits.”

He wished them fo know how the panel system wrought havoe
in Belfast. A certificate was not given free unless medicine was

urchased from the doctor. His society employed a doctor to check
the other’s certificates. That was a degrading position for doctors.
Men out .of work sometimes got certificates when not ill. The
doctors were not to blame for the position. They would lose the
trade of the families if they refused the certificates. Poor people
could not afferd to buy medicine from private doctors, and therefore
if really ill they could not get certificates or relief. Therefore a
State medical service was necessary, if not for everything, then at
least for the issue of certificates, .

Mr. Houston (Belfast Trades Council) seconded. The present
system encouraged malingering. More attention should be paid to
sanatorium benefits. There should have been a resolution on that
point. He knew two large families that died out in one house
from consumption, and that house was let stand in the centre of a
village for the germs to go abroad, The dispensary system was
not the equivalent of State medical service.

The Chairman said the Medical Council of Ireland was pledged

to supply certificates free.
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The resolutions were carried unanimously,
Mr. T. Cassidy moved :—

“That in the opinion of this Congress, medical benefits under the
Insurance Act, 1911, should be extended to the whele of Ireland, as,
we believe, without such extension the Act is practically worthless
to our country.”

“This Congress again affirms its belief that Medical Benefits
under the Insurance Act should at once be extended to Ireland ;
that the Dispensary System in this country is totally unsuited to
deal with the requirements of insured persons ; that if the Health
Insurance Act is to be made anything but a costly farce, immediate
action should be taken to confer these benefits without wn.itinﬁ for

any alteration in the Poor Law or the abolition of dispensaries.

Without medical benefits the Insurance Act was a waste of time
and money. He knew many cases of sick people unfairly dealt
with, and of undeserving people getting benefits. He gave
instances, including one woman pronounced fit by the medical
referee but proved afterwards to need an operation.

Mr. Campbell seconded, and said they were still waiting for the
promised one-clause Bill. They had resolutions at all JLabour
Conferences and deputations, ete., for two years and they were no
nearer success They must take some further action and devise
some scheme that would put the Nationalist or Labour Party in a
fix, Absence of medical benefits was the chief drawback to the
successful working of the Act in Ireland. A man had got to pay
for a doctor to attend him before he could get benefits.

Mr, Dawson Gordon moved amendment (a) standing in his name
on the Agenda substituting State medical service for medical bene-
fits. They did not want medieal benefits as in England and Scot-
land ; they wanted an independent service. Themedical profession
had taken a decided course, so should the workers. He also moved
amendment (b) to make the Act non-contributory for persons earning
less than 30s. per week. He said the Act should be non-contri-
butory all round, but he liked to get what he could at a time.

Mr. McCarron seconded. He said the panel system in England
had not worked well and would be a complete failure if conditions
were so bad as in Ireland.

Mr. Lumley said he held no brief for Lloyd George, but the cost
of medical benefits could not be met,

_The Chairman asked why was there a large surplus in London
given over to the doctors.

Mr. McCann, for the Belfast carters, supported the amendment,

Mr. Turner said very incorrect statements were made about
medical benefits. In Scotland they were working well. The only
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solution of malingering was to appoint medical referees, or better,
a free State medical service. The dispensary system was tho cause
of the omission of medical benefits on the recommendation of the
Nationalists.

Mr. Johnson—Also of some Unionists.

Mr. Campbell said he was not opposed to a State medical service ;
he would accept both amendments.

Mr. Whitley asked was it intended to make the Aet voluntary
under 30s, a week. He would oppose it if it were voluntary.

The amendments were incorporated in the resolutions, which
were then passed unanimously and ordered to be sent on at once to
the proper authorities.

ORGANISATION BY INDUSTRY.

Mr. Rimmer moved :—

“This Congress recognises the increased power the capitalist
and employing class have secured by the amalgamation and work-
ing agreements that have been sntséed intoarhii:h hm;1 alzaclkﬂoodf
them to practise greater economy and power, deplores the
cohesion and closer relations smongntpt.im oﬂicaI;s and members

ing for sections of men employed in one and the same in-
dustry, It therefore urges the National Executive Committee to
take steps to try and bring about the amalgamation of Trade
Unions connected with each industry.”

He said that the National Union of Railwaymen since it was
formed by amalgamating three societies had grown to 300,000
members. They were not federated, but controlled by the mem-
bers and executive. This was an example to be followed by other
organisations, especially in Dublin. = There were many small
societies in Dublin who were helpless to assist themselves after a
few weeks. They must realise what the other side was doing in
trustification, corners in food, etc. They must follow that example.
Oraft and sectional unions were of no avail ; they led to a class war
within the movement. There were three organisations concerned
in 1911. They proved then that militant methods appealed to
non-unionists and would break down old barriers.

Mr. Dowling seconded the resolution.

Mr. Drummond moved amendment standing in his name to
delete the word ‘‘ amalgamation ” and insert “federation.” He
said this resolution meant absorption, the big union wiping out
the small. Mr. Rimmer’s own organisation did not desire this
industrial unionism. If they took in all on the railways they
would disintegrate the Labour movement. Railways had docks
and steamers and hotels, and they had workshops in Inchicore
with skilled craftsmen. Were all these to be absorbed? M.
Rimmer would not break the cohesion of the engineers or boiler
makers. What they wanted was to get good feeling in  the
workshops. !
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Mz, Breen (Rosslare) seconded. He said the federation scheme
of the Locomotive Engineers and Firemen still stood for acceptance.
They would help other railway unions. He said sectional unions
were the best means of advancing railwaymen in the United States
where they had railway brotherhoods.

Mr. Walshe (Dublin) said the spirit of good feeling should break
down clags-barriers which were the curse of trade unionism in
Ireland. There was war between the officials of different organisa-
tions, who were class officials. He was against class distinction of
any sort. It was a great misfortune, when the tone of Congress
should be mutnal co-operation.

Mr. Mallin (Silk Weavers) supported the amendment. There
was jealousy among officials, and they should approach quietly, so
as to get over the nervousness of societies. gechonal unionism
was not a success.

Mr. Good (Cork) asked had Mr. Drummond the authority of his
society,

Mr. Drummond—Yes. All dangers and weakness were due to
sectionalism.

Mr. Redmond (Dublin) supported the resolution. 1913 had
taught them the meanmg of sectionalism. The great trouble in
labour wars was that they bad one union scabbing on another.

My, Rimmer's resolution would abollsh this. The kernel of the

sitnation was officialdomn in the trade union movement.

Mr. Hill said this matter was éngaging the atiention of the
railway clerks. The officials of the Railway Clerks’ Union would
not stand in the way.

The Chairman said no new matter had been introduced this
last half hour.

Mr. MacPartlin said the rank and file must educate the officials
or get others, Mr. Rimmer had ev ressed the view of the great
majority of the working classes. What they wanted was amalga-
wation by industry and federation u[ the different indusiries.

Councillor Partridge welcomed even now Mr. Rimmer's expression
of regret on the lack of cohesion.

The closure was moved and accepted by the Chairman.

Mr. Rimmer desired to reply on the debate but was not allowed.
As a protest he moved that the Chairman was abusing tha power
of the chair.

Mr. Drummond seconded.
The motion was put to the Congress and defeated.

The Chairman then asked were theyall agreed that mnalgamahon
versus federation was the question before fi

it geid M Bl woo ik dog.in Al aanger: -

A T - z
T = ¥

e



[87]

Mr. Rimmer said the Chairman was the greatest autoerat in
Dublin.

The Chairman withdrew the expression “dog in the manger "
with reference to Mr. Rimmer. He only wanted to make clear
what was the question at issue.

Mr. Rimmer said the resolution spoke for itself.

The Chairman then put the amendment, when there voted L
For, 11; against, 56. Mr., Rimmer's resolution was then agreed
to without a division.

The Standing Orders Committee presented their report recom-
mending that non-contentious resolutions should be formally
moved and seconded without speeches ; that fifteen minutes should
be allotted to the Scottish fraternal delegates at 12 o’clock ; that
Resolutions 148 and 14¢ should be grouped; that Mr. Connolly
should be allowed to move an emergency resolution dealing with
the document issued by a Belfast firm immediately after the
reception of the Secottish delegates. The recommendations were
adopted, Mr. O'Lehane dissenting.

The Chairman pointed out that no time had heen allotted for
the reception of the Irish Women's Reform League.

Mr, Lynch said the Standing Orders Committee had fixed it for
10 o'clock.

The Balance Sheet was then presented. The anditors, M.
Breslan and Mr. Hegarty, reported that they had gone throngh it
carefully and found it correct. They moved and seconded its
adoption.

Mr. Doran asked a question with regard to the alfiliation fee of
the Municipal Employees’ Association. This was down as 15s.
which was wrong according to Clause 3 of the new Standing Order.
The Municipal Employees’ Association had over 500 members,

The Chairman said they must trust the honour of their
associations.

Mr. Turner and Mr. Houston pointed out that the Municipal
Employees’ Association had a membership of 660. They had paid
on that and if there was any mistake it was the Secretary’s.

Mzr. McCarron recalled the attack at Cork on the Tailors for not

ying full affiliation fees. Why were other organisations not thus
ﬁpgmﬁu, mark ? He also asked n question as to the Engineers

The Chairman said the ngineers’ Union was not affiliated to
that Congress. The big unions were taking Irish money and not
giving any return. !

Mr. Rimmer said these general statements were impolitic.

Mr. McCarron said Mr. Lynch and himself Lad been appointed
to deal with the question. Mr. Larkin had insisted the Tailors
ghould pay, yet he would defend others in the same case. He
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wished to move to add the words “that unions bhe compelled to
pay on all their Irish members.”

The Chairman said the motion was not necessary.

Mr. Redmond, as a delegate of the Engineers, said Mr. McCarron
did not understand the position of the Engineers. The Engineers
had withdrawn from the English Trades Union Congress. They
could not send delegates here with the funds of the Amalgamated
Society of Engineers. It was done by local effort. He was sent
by 200 men at their own expense.

At this point the doors were closed to allow the ballot for
Executive to be taken.

Mr. Campbell, continuing the debate, asked Mr. McCarron what
was his interpretation of the Standing Orders? Was it that they
must pay on the full Irish membership? (Mr. McCarron—Yes).
Then he was wrong. Mr. Campbell then read Clause 3 of the new
Standing Orders and pointed out that -any branch need pay only
1d. per member on the branch membership. If the Union was
affiliated direct to the Congress it must pay for the whole of
Treland. : 4

Mr. Whitley said he thought his society could make 30s. out of
this. At present the Union and the branches both paid.

The Chairman said the societies could rule themselves, and they
would not stop them from being generous.

Mr. Lynch (Cork) said the Tailors were l:aymg on their full
Irish membership and every other union should do the same.

The Chairman said that was the Executive’s order.

Mr. Breslan said, as his society had been mentioned, that only
one branch was affiliated. Last year Mr. McCarron was in the
same position, Next year they would pay on their full member-
ship,

Mr. Rimmer said the only question was—was the Balance Sheet
correct ?

Mr. Hanlon said Mr. Campbell’s interpretation of the Standing
Order raised a new danger to the finances of Congress. If the
Executive of any amalgamated society ignored Congress they could
evade the rule by sending one branch to be affiliated.

Mr. Egan said his society sent two delegates elected by their
Irish members, not by the Executive, but their expenses were paid
by the Executive.

The Balance Sheet was unanimously adopted.

The election of Scrutineers for the ballot was then made.
Messrs. T. Farren, Hegarty and Thornton were unanimously

~ appointed, and the ballcc::d W:fat :aken.deAfter the serutineers had
‘-_.-w ‘-ﬂ Was announ the d g_tnﬁon;[mm the Ig'gh
- Women's Reform Leage o would next be heard, -

- s
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Miss Moser said she was there asa member of the depntation
from the Irish Women's Reform League and principally to con-
tradict Mr. Larkin’s statement about her on the previous day that
she was against trade unionism. This was an untruth.  She was
asked would she uphold the principles of trade unionism and she
rep ied that she would not sign anything, as she was an indepen-
dent candidate, but that she was in sympathy. Mr. Larkin's
statement was quite untrue. Miss Clenevix would be the other
speaker for the deputation,

The Chairman said he must have the confidence of Congress or
he would leave the chair. Miss Moser had taken advantage of the
kindness of Congress and abused her position. He asked the
Congress to sustain his ruling that the deputation had been already
received, and that they were finished with them.

Mr. Lynch said he understood Miss Chenevix was to be the
deputation. It was not fair to make a personal statement. He
withdrew the motion that the Irish Women's Reform League be
heard and apologised to the Chairman. _

Mr. O'Brien moved that Congress sustain the Chairman’s ruling
_and that the Irish Women’s Reform League be not further heard.

Mr. Connolly added that he regretted the Trish Women's Reform
League had not seen fit to address the Congress on Women’s
Suffrage but had brought another question in under cover of
Congress's permission. Had Miss Moser asked permission to raise
this other question he had no doubt the Chairman and the Congress
would have given it.

The Chairman said Miss Moser had been asked would she vate
for & trade union clause in all contracts, and would she try to get
the victimised men back. She said she would not. She was now
taking advantage of Congress’s confidence, This was all part of
the machinery for carrying on the campaign against the Labour
movement,

Miss Moser said that was a lie.

Miss Moser was asked to withdraw, and Congress proceeded to
the next business.

The Chairman said that Mr. George Barnes, M.P., was present
and he invited him to address the Congress. He and Mr. Barnes
were old enemies and they might fight later on. :

Mr. Barnes said he was heartily in symp&tl}liv v;::hb t];dt'mlLI; all
their work. He was an old trade unionist and he believed also in

litical action. Therefore he was a member of the Labour Party.
g‘uhe two movements should go hand-in-hand. He said they should
‘paddle their own canoe and put no faith in political or other
promises. :

The Chairman said however much they might differ inside the
trade union movement, when one section was attacked they would

all rally to.its support,
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BEOTIONAL TNIONS,
Mz, Johnson moved ;—

“ That this Conference declares that any method of organisation
which seeks to divide persons employed by Co-operative Societies
from their fellow-workers in the same occupation in competitive
employment is detrimental to the best interests of Trade Unionism.”

He said the Shop Assistants’ Union asked them to declare that
it was not in accordance with trade union prineciples to organise
according to the choice of employers. He was not attacking any
other union, but asking a direction from Congress as to lines of
organisation.  Shop assistants, whether inside or ontside the
select circle of co-operative employees, should be in one union.
He understood that the Co-operatives’ Union made their members,
who were skilled workmen, be members also of the skilled trade
unions. But they were extending their activities among many who
were not skilled. Their ideal was to have all co-operative employees
in this one union. He had no objection to that, but where there
was a union for the whole trade a man should belong to that first,

‘Mr. O’Lehane seconded.

Mr. Lumley said the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Em-
ployees had 43,000 members, They had abolished local unions for
one strong union within the co-operative movement and to fight
the co-operative movement when necessary. Mr. Johnson's own
union was sectional. It took in clerks. So was the Railway Clerks’
Union. Their objective was to have three big unions, one for all
in State or municipal employment; one for those in co-operative
employment ; and one for those in private employment; but that
was far ahead. He asked them to leave this resolution for mext
Con . They should deal with the question of sectional unions,
but ie objected to have his union singled out.

Mr. Whitley asked did the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative
Employees ask its members to leave their own union ?

Mr. Lumley said no, but they eould transfer {from it by agree-
ment. They did not take skilled men unless they were members
of their own union.

Mr. Lynch (Cork) said the failors, bakers, ete., had brought the
Co-operative Society to book for taking their members.

At this' point the debate was adjourned to receive the deiegntea
from the Scottish Trades Union Congress.

Mr. Lewis apologised for Bailie Clinie who had been called away.

In Scotland the rank and file were enthusiastic about Dublin and
did their utmost for Dublin. The Scottish Congress had demanded
Home Rule ; if it was good for Ireland it was good for Scotland.
- He bore them fraternal greetings. *One union” was not near at
‘hand, It would be a matter of years and years owing to mutual
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jealousy. But they had made a start in the working arrangement
between the transport workers, railwaymen and miners. ;

The Chairman said they reciprocated Mr. Lewis' greetings. All
workers and nations should unite. All the unions within the
tmnntgorb industry should be together. The rank and file should
call the tune. Scottish trade unionism was a credit to them. It
followed the Irish lead every time.

The new Draft Standing Order drawn up by the special com-
mittee with regard to Parliamentary and other candidates was then
read as follows :—* Candidates for public bodies must be and
remain members in good standing of a labour organisation eligible
for affiliation to this Congress, and must continue to be members
thereof so long as they retain their seats. They shall also pledge
themselves to accept this Constitution, agree to abide by the
decisions of the Annual Meetings and National Executive in
carrying out the aim of this Constitution; appear before their
constituency under the title of labour candidates only, and abstain
strictly from identifying themselves with or promoting the interests
of any candidature not endorsed by the National Executive.”

This was moved by Mr. Drummond and seconded by Mr, Breen.

On the suggestion of Mr. Johnson the words “if elected ” were
inserted in the first sentence between *““must” and * continue.”

Mr. Campbell suggested that candidates should pledge them-
selves against attending meetings of other parties.

The Chairman said they must accept the pledge in the spirit.
Meetings were of course barred.

Mr. Campbell said it would be well to leave no loophole.
(Candidates might attend meetings of other political parties not in
connection with eandidates.

Mr. Johnson suggested they might add the words “ political
pmy.??

The Chairman said words did not bind ; they must trust the
spirit and honesty of their candidates:

Mr. Turner said some candidates might want to run as Labour
and Socialist candidates.

The Chairman said they had disposed of that. They must stand
as labour candidates only. Whether they agreed to it or not, after
to-day they would all be described as Atheists and Socialists, free

lovers and breakers up of- happy homes,
Mr. Campbell moved to insert in the resolution the words “other
political party or " between “any” and “ candidature.”
Mr. Drummond said he was prepared to accept this.
Mr. Johnson opposed it. It would tie them up in an unnecessary
way. The Independent Labour Party of Ireland—a propagandist
had run candidates for local bodies and might again. Its



[8gde

propaganda was on our lines and it would be undesirable to prevent -
any member associating himself with the propagandist work of
such organisations on such points as nationalisation of railways for
example.

Mr.. Connolly supported Mr. Johnson's view. He had been a
member of Socialist organisations for twenty-five years and he
thought that their insistent and consistent propaganda had been
largely responsible for the change in the Irish Trades Union
Congress. They must not be debarred from going on with such
activities. .

The Chairman said Mr. Campbell's amendment would prevent a
candidate from being identified even with the Dublin Labour
Party. Perhaps the words “ any party not pledged against present
system.” would be better.

Me. Campbell withdrew his amendment.

The Draft Standing Order as originally presented with the
words “if elected ™ inserted was carried unanimously.

The Chairman said they should have a great feeling of thankiul-
ness that they were alive in 1014, In days to come Ireland would
be proud of the men in this Congress.

The debate on Resolution 10 was then resumed. s

Mr. Campbell supported the resolution. It would be disastrous
to approve of shop unions.

Myr. McCarron said this matter had been settled by the English
Trades Union Congress.

The Chairman said that was oui of order. This was an Trish
Trades Union Congress, and they were not going to take infallibility
from England, but to deal with it here and now.

Mr. McCarron said the Amalgamated Union of Co-operative
Employees had taken in tailors and other skilled workers.

Mr. Lumley said they did not now since the decision of the
English Trades Union Congress.

Mi. McCarron said they wanted to continue to poach on the
skilled unions of Treland.

Mr Turner supported the proposal to refer this matter to the
Executive. It was impossible to reach a just decision to-day.
Other wnions were also poaching. The Railway Clerks were a
sectional union. All sectional unions were bad. There should be
only one union. This was kept back by the ‘idea that the crafts-
- man was superior to the scavenger. " They would have to give and

take and bury the past. ’
Mr. Doran supported the amendment. He could not vote for or

supported the amendment. This was a seriousl
‘present not concerned in-it, :

B -:‘.J.-“:E_.-:
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The Chairman said they were all concerned in it.

A vote was then taken on the proposal to refer the whole question
to the National Executive for consideration, when there voted—
I"or, 38 ; against, 13. The matter was accordingly referred to the
Executive. .

SECTIONAL AND SPASMODIC STRIKES.

Mr. Rimmer proposed, Mr. Dowling seconded, and it was
carried unanimously :—

_“Having given careful consideration to the many and varied
circumstances in which members of Unions that are affiliated with
this Congress have been involved in strikes without first being
consulted, and the consequent danger that follows local and sec-
tional outbursts, this Congress hereby instructs the National Exe-
cutive Committee to consider this question with a view to a uniform
policy and concerted action being taken.”

Mr. Connolly then moved a resolution condemning a document
issued by a firm in Belfast. A similar document had been em-
ployed in Dublin and had had to be abandoned. It had evoked
the bitterest passion and had caused loss of life. Yet a similar
form was now being issued by Messrs. Davidson & Company in
Belfast, Itran:"“I ,am not a member of the Irish Transport
and General Workers' Union, or of any similar unskilled labour
organisation or union, and solong as 1 am in the employment of
Messrs. Davidson & Company I will not join, or become associated
with, any such union.” This document re-inforced their debates
at many points. This firm of Davidson’s held many Government
contracts and their action was a contravention of the rules govern-
ing such contracts. Moreover it showed what was the zeal for
civil and religious liberty of the men who wanted to divide the
workers of Ulster from the rest of Ireland. Messrs. Davidson had
drill going on on their premises every night and this was their
conception of liberty. He desired to move :—* That this Congress
condemus the attempt of certain Belfast employers to introduce a
veto on the Irish Transport Union and other unions of unskilled
labour, and calls upon all unions to take action, and demands that
such firms should be struck off the list of fair firms for Government
contracts.” The employers were fomenting strife and using it to
enforce this document on the very men whom they were asking to
shoulder guns for liberty. I

Mr. Campbell seconded.

Mr. Johuson said this action was not new on the part of the
Sirrocco Works. The excuse in Dublin was that this document
‘was aimed against one particular anarchic union. No doubt the
Sirroceo would say the same. But he had in his hand a similar
form issued by the same firm and dated 29th Ajnl, 1906, in which
they asked their exployees to undertake to cancel their membership
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of any union. Davidson was perhaps the most virulent of the
antagonists of Home Rule. He brought labour deputations from
England to his works and crammed them with what he called * the
industrial case against Home Rule.”

The resolution was carried unanimously.

The Scrutineers then presented their report on the result of the
ballot for the National Executive as follows :—

M. J. O'Lehane 75
James Connolly 69
R. O’Carroll, T.C. 69
W. E. Hill 638
T. MacPartlin . (8
Wm. O'Brien 65
M. J. Egan, T.C, J.P. 63
T. Cassidy ... 63

Messrs. W. J, MeNulty (21) and J. Mercer (15) were not elected.
SAVINGS BANK ACT AND DEATH CERTIFICATES.

Moved by Mr. Dawson Gorden, seconded by Mﬁ’}iemr, and
adopted nwanimously :— "

“That the Parliamentary Committee be instructed to take such
steps as may be necessary to secure the amendent of the law, so that
Trade Unions may have the same privileges as Friendly Societies.

“(a) In the depositing of their funds in Saving Banks ; and
“(b) In the obtaining of death certificates.”

GOVERNMENT INSPECTION OF RAILWAY OFFICES,

Moved by Mr. Orr, seconded by Mx. Hill, and agreed :

“That this Congress hereby expresses its disappointment and
dissatisfaction with the negative reply given by the Home
to the deputation which interviewed him on February 9th last upon
the question of Government Inspection and Regulation of Railway
Offices, and in view, of the excessive lung disease and the other ill-
nesses arising from the unhealthy conditions under which many
railway clerks are compelled to work, urges the Home Szcretary to
initiate during the present Session of Parliament thorough-going
lgg?l&%ion on %i;nbject on the lines of the Bill introduced by Mr.

“That copies of this resolution be sent to the Home Secretary,
lr!m'[]hiefﬂecratsryim Ireland, and the Leaders of the Irish
arties,”

N
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LABOUR UNREST:
Moved by Mr. O'Brien, seconded by Mr, McPartlin, and adopted

unanimously :—

“That this Congress regards the general Labour unrest, with
constantly-renewed conflicts between Capital and Labour, as the
outward sign of deep-rooted social disease, and protests that the
symptoms cannot be got rid of by attempted suppression of Trade
Unionism and public meetings, or by police brutality, or by hugh
funds to assist blacklegs. The Congress urges that Labrur unrest
can only be ended by the abolition of the capitalist system of
wealth-production with its inherent injustice and poverty, and
among first steps to that end demands legislation to secure to every
person a national minimum of civilised life by measures providing
for a legal minimum wage in agricultural and all industries, the
reduction of the hours of labour to a8 maximum of 48 hours per
week, complete provision against sickness, the guarantee of a
national minimum of child nurture, the prevention of unemploy-
ment, the building of healthy homes for all, and the abolition of
the Pcor Law.”

PUBLIC BOARDS AND GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS.
Moved by Mr. O Flanagan, seconded by Mr. Dunne, and adopted
unanimously :—

“That the Irish Trades Union Congress demands that the
printing required by all the Public Boards and Government
Departments in Ireland should be executed by trades union labour,
and hereby recommends the appointment of a Sub-Committee con-
sisting of representatives of .the Dublin Typographical Soeiety and
the Typographical Association to inquire minutely into the con-
ditions of labour which employees on all Public Boards and
(lovernment printing contracts work under in Ireland, such Sub-
Committee to report without delay the result of their investizations
to the Parliamentary Committee of the Irish Trades Union Congress
in order that the fair wage conditions of such contracts be put into
full effect and secure for the workers in the Irish printing industry
the remuneration which by law they are entitled to.”

Moved by Mr, Dunne and seconded by Mr. O’Flanagan :—

“ That (as the Government should hold rank in all its Depart-
ments na(a good employer) it is inadvieable in the placing of
ent contracts for printing and other specialised industries

that tenders should be sought, or contracts given in nnn-indum.xial
districts where a low wage standard prevails; as, by so doing,
large industrial centres where a fair rate of wages is paid are
placed at a disadvantage, thus causing unemployment with its
attendant loss to large ratepaymng centres solely dependent on

their industrial activit
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Mr. Cassidy objected ; this resolution was unnecessary. It would
confine (Hovernmen{ printing to certain districts, while it should
be spread over all the country, if done by trades union labour.
This resolution would effect one of the branches of his society.

Mr. Dunne said since the first meeting of the Irish Trades Congress
they had always insisted on having Government work done in
Ireland, so as to get back their share of the faxation. But private
capitalists took advantage of this. He did not seek to confine the
printing to Dublin, but Athlone printers at 28s. a week should not
compete with Belfast at 35s., Cork at #6s. and Dublin at 37s. 6d.
He did not care whether the work was done in Dublin, Belfast
or Cork, so long as the standard wage prevailed.

On the suggestion of the Chairman the matter was referred to
the Ixecutive, with the understanding that the representatives of
the two typographical societies should meet and come to an agree-
ment on the matter.

Moved by Mr. Casey (Limerick), seconded by Councillor Lawlor,
and adopted :— 2 .

“That it be an instruction from this Congreses to the Parliamen-
tary Committee to demand an immediate inquiry into the working
of the Fair Wages Resolution of the House of Commons as applying
to barrack contracts in Ireland.

“That this Irish Trades Union Congress is of opinion that
the clothing required by all Government departments in Ireland -
should be made in this country by Trades Union labour ; and we
enter our protest against the action of the Treasury in directing the
Irish Land Commission to obtain the uniforms of their porters and
messengers in England ; and that copies of this resolution be for-
warded to the First Lord of the Treasury, the Chief Secretary for
Irgland, and the Chairman of the Lahour and Irish Parties.”

THE SHOP3 ACT,

Moved by Mr. O’Lehane, seconded by Mr. Johnson, and adopted
without disenssion :—

“We demand that the provisions of the Shops Act be extended so
asto apply to all persons employed in or abont any retail or wholesale
distributive trades ; that the hours be limited to 48 per week : that
the weekly half-holiday be at one o'clock each week independent of
Bank Holidays ; that one hour be allowed for dinner whether
partaken on or off the business premises, and that the administra-
tion of the Act should be placed in hands other than local Councils

 the members of which are directly interested,” i

1
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HALF-FIME SYSTEM.
Moved by Mr. Doran, seconded by Mr. Houston and agreed :—

*“ That this Congress desires to place on record its emphatic con-
demnation of the half-time system in the employment of children
under fourteen, and calls upon the Government to abolish it
throughout the United Kingdom,”

FEEDING OF ECHOOL CHILDREN,

Moved by Mr. Kennedy, seconded by Mr. Redmond, and
adopted :—

“ That this Congress demands the extension to Ireland of the
Feeding of Necessitous School Children Act together with the
application and enactments of such amendments as have been or
may be given effect to from the passing of the Act, and the adminis-
tration body shall be the Urban authorities in Ireland,

*That we strongly urge the Government to extend to Ireland
the operation of the Acts of Parliament making provision for the
feeding of necessitous school children, and emphatically condemn
the attitude of the majority of the Irish Members of Parliament in
allowing Ireland to be excluded from beneficent legislation in
recent years in order to please the farming class.

“That we, the members of the Irish Trades Congress, demand

the Irish M.P’s. to use their best endeavours to have the Act for
the Feeding of Necessitous School Children extended to Treland.”

COMPULSORY AFFIXING OF PRINTERS' IMPRINTS.
Moved by Mr. Dunne, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, and adopted :—

“ That in the opinion of this Co: , the time has arrived when
all printing should, by Act of Parliament, bear the imprifit of the
printer ; and that it be an instruction to the Parliamentary Com-
mittee to take steps with this view,”

MINIMUM WAGE.
Moved by Mr. O’Lehane, seconded by Mr. Breslan, and adopted :

“That the establisbment of a fair minimum wage for those who
work in Shops is a matter of urgent necessity, the present miser-
able rates of being an injustice erying out for immediate
M,Mm%d that in the proposed Minimum Wage Bill
all Shop Assistants and Clerks be included,”

™
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MISLEADING ADVERTISEMENTS IN TAILORING TRADF,
Moved by Mr, A. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Gorman, and adopted :

“That we call upon the Parliameatary Committee to press the
Government to introduce legislation on the following :—

“(a) That it be illegal to advertise factory-made clothing as
bona-fide bespoke tailoring.

“(b.) That where a customer asks to have his or her clothes
made by Trades Union bespoke labour, and same having been
proved to be made otherwise, a fine of the purchasing price of the
clothes be inflicted for the first offence and for every subsequent
offence imprisonment.

“(e) And in order to give effect to the foregoing, that the
Government appoint practical tailors as inspectors with power to
visit workshops and factories, whose duty it shall be to prose-
cute for any infringement against the law.

“(d) And, further, that it be not illegal for Trades Unions to
publish the names of employers who do not pay the Trade Union
rate of wages of the city or town in which they trade.”

TRADES BOARD ACT,
Moved by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. O'Connor, and adopted ;

“ This Congress is of opinion that the extremely low rate of wages
prevailing amongst those employed in the retail and wholesale dis-
tributive trades makes it urgently desirable that the Trades Board
Act should be so amended that the Board of Trade could make a
provisional order applying that Act to all such workers,”

Moved by Mr. A. Murphy, seconded by Mr. T, Farren, and adopted ;

“ That this Irish Trades Congress call upon the Irish and Labour
Members of Parliament to urge upon the present Government the
necessity of so extending the scope of the Trades Board Act so as fo
fix a minimum rate of wages for bespoke tailoring which shall not
be less than the present Trade Union rate, which has been mutually
agreed to by employers and employes. And in order to ensure that
the rates paid shall be the Trade Union standard, the Labour Ex-
change Act be so amended as to make it compulsory upon each
employer within the area covered by each Exchange to make to the
manager thereof a return showing the wages of time workers and
prices for piecework of each section of the workpeople in their
employ ; and every alteration of same should, within seven days of
its coming into operation, be reported to the manager, who should
provide a register, and enter thereon the information received ; and
S S pottie o i el S SikE 1 el
o such portion register as wi :
calling that the employer belongn to.” ® 01'
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“ LIVING-IN ' SYSTEM,

Moved by Mr. O'Lehane, seconded by Councillor Partridge, and
adopted :—

“That this Trades Congress is of opinion that the abolition of
the ‘living-in’ system in Shops is a matter of importance and
urgency, and we request an amendent of the Truck Acts so as to de-
clare its continuance illegal.”

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT ON RATLWAYS,
Moved by Mr, Hill, seconded by Mr. Orr, and adopted :—

“That, in view of the inadequacy of the informaticn at present
sup ied in re to the actual conditions on the various railwaye
n d, and bearing in mind the public necessity for up-to-date
statistics upon this subject, this Congress urges upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of obtaining, either by legislation or an inquiry,
full information regarding the rates of pay, hours of labour, and all
other conditions of employment of all grades of employes in the
Irish Railway Service ; also to ascertain the amount of additional
revenue received annually by Irish Railway Companies as a result
of all increased charges to the public and the amount of expenses
saved by reductions in staff, train service, and other facilities ;
further mdeﬁnim information as to the proportion of such
revenue to the improvement of staff conditions as com=
pared with the proportion utilised for other purposes.

“That copies of this resolution be sent to the Prime Minister,
the Uhfgf Secretary for Ireland, and the Leaders of the Irish

PAYMENT OF ELECTION EXPENSES,
Moved by Mr. O'Brien, seconded by Mr. Dunne, and adopted :—

“That this Congress of Irish Trades Unionists re-affirms its
demand for the payment by the State of election expenses ; asks,
in the event of the passing into law of the Government of Ireland
Bill, that financial provision be made by Parliament to secure that
this principle shall apply in the first election of members to the
Irish Parliament ; and instructs the Parliamentary Committee to
take all possible steps to have the above given effect to.”

HOME INDUSTRIES

Moved by Mr. Iongﬁore, seconded by Mr, Sharkey, and
adopted :—

“That this Congress, nting the Trade and Labour

element of Iﬂm&mm concern and regret the con-

tinued importation of foreign-manufactured bottles, more particu-
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larly into the Northern and Southern Counties, while factories are
lying derelict and bottlemakers kept idle in Dublin, And this
Congress calls on all licensed traders and merchants to support
home manufacture, as by eo doing they will be helping themselves
through keeping the people.at home to support other Irish indus-
fries.”

COMPULSORY CERTIFICATE -OF COMPETENCY FOR ENGINE DRIVERS.
Moved by Mr. Coffey, seconded by Mr. McClure, and adopted :—

“That this Trades Union Congress, assembled in the City of
Dublin, demand that the Engine Drivers and Firemen of Ireland
be issued certificates of competency by the Board of Trade, seein
the responsible positions they hold, being entrusted with life an
property ; and, further, seeing that when an accident occurs, that
those men are held firmly to a Board of Trade Inquiry, the decision
of which is of such publie importance.

“We consider that the time has arrived when the Board of
Trade, should take the necessary steps to issue those certificates ;
that Engine Drivers and Firemen from three to five years in charge,
be eligible for certificates without examination ; and for others that
the Board of Trade decide the necessary qualification and examina-
tion which must be passed by candidates for such work hefore
they are allowed to take charge.

“That copies of this resolution be sent to the Prime Minister,
the President of the Board of Trade, the Leaders of the Opposition,
Labour, and Irish Parties.”

“That this Congress again calls upon the Government to pre-
a Bill for the greater saf ing of human life and property
ﬁ accidents caused by explosions of locomotive boilers or fire-
boxes—1st, by providing for the proper inspection of locomotive
boilers by the Board of Trade ; 2nd, by providing for certificates of
competency by the Board of Trade for drivers in charge of boilers
and engines, and insisting that all such shall be in possession of
such certificates, and that where attendants (firemen) are left solely
in charge of steam, rail, or motor carriages, that such men he in
possession of a certificate of competency, and be senior attendants ;
3rd, that it be embodied in this Bill that no man receive a certi-
fhe:tmwh]ghumtaarvadmonthefmtphtouﬁmm,md
applicants must the various stages of locomotive
workasatpruentr—mer, fireman, then driver,”

MOTOR SPEED LIMIT,

Moved by Councillor Bohan, seconded by Mr, Brophy, and.
adopted :—

“That owing 1 the alarning increaso in the number of sccidents
caused by motor trafli, especially in the more densely-populated

o i s
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quarters of the city, and the more or less general relaxation of the
laws governing such traffic, we call upon the responsible authorities
— 1st, to enforce whatever existing laws there are ; 2nd, to introduce
laws to regulate more stringently the speed limit, or to reduce it so
as to bring it more in conformity with the needs and conditions of
the present time ; 3rd, that the nuisance created by the splashing
of mud from these vehicles warrants special legislation, making it
compulsory under penalty to provide mudguards for all such
vehicles and thus lessen what is becoming an eyesore in some parts
of the city ; 4th, that owing to the large number of motor vehicles
at present being used daily, we respectfully ggest immediate
legislation of some such nature as specified above.’

00-OPERATION.
Moved by Mr. O'Lehane and seconded by Mr. O'Brien :—
_“That this Congress recognising the importance of the co-opera-
tive movement for the working classes and owing to the growth of
fierce commercial competition, more especially in the Distributive
Trades, we hereby instruct the incoming Parliamentary Committre
to take steps so as to place before the workers of the country the
advantages of co-operation, and that a small Committee to co-operate
with the Parliamentary Committee, consisting of two representa-
tives from each of the four Provinces, be appointed so as to give
practical effect to this Resolution.”
Mr. J. O'Neill had an amendment on the Paper, and it was
agreed to refer both resolution and amendment to the new

- Executive,
PUBLIC BODIES AND WATER INSPECTORS.

Moved by Mr., Keogh, seconded by Mr. Lynch (Cork), and
adopted :—

“That in the appointment of Water and Sanitary Inspectors for
the services of ﬁunicipal Aauthorities, preference be given to
qualified plumbers.”

OUTWORKING IN TAILORING TRADE.

Moved by Mr. A. Murphy, seconded by Couneillor Lawlor, and
adopted : —

“ That this Congress urges upon the Parliamentary Committee
the necessity of having the Factory and Workshops Act so amended
as to make it imperative on all employers in the tailoring trade to
provide sufficient and suitable workshops ﬁornllmelfn their
employment, as, in our opinion, home-working is ¢ cause
of &a mun:’ pFnrtbar, so long as emplodvm areallowed
to send their work to people’s homes, complete and efficient work-
shop inspection is impossible without an enormous and absurd
increase in the number of inspectors. It is also our opinion that
where bedrooms or living rooms are used as workshops they become
ldlll.gu};toﬂle-pllblie health, and tend to demoralise those engaged



[102 ]

MOTOR LORRY TRAFFIC, _
Moved by Councillor Bohan, seconded by Mr. Dunne, and ado ted
with an addendum inserting the name of Belfast as well as Dublin :
“ That this Congress of Irish Trades Unionists enters its protest
against the preferential treatment meted ont to motor lor-ies in the
City of Dublin by the police authorities whereby they are almost
immune from prosecution for breaches of the Traffic Acts, whilst
persecuting drivers of heavy vehicles which are horse-drawn. y
“That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Chief
Secretary for Ireland, the Chief Commissioner of the Metropolitan
Police and the Chairman of the Labour and Irish Parties.”

Resolution 39 was not moved, having been covered by the new
Draft Standing Order on the same subject.

DEPORTATION OF LABOUR LEADERS IN SOUTH AFRICA,
Moved by Mr. A. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Houston, and adopted 3

“ That this Congress condemns the unconstitutional action of
the South African Government in deporting Trade Union Leaders
and Citizens without previous trial, or conviction of any offences
and against the law and any Statute of the country ; and insists
that justice be immediately effected by entirely withdrawing the
order of deportation, and demands the unconditional rehabilitation
of the deported leaders; and, further demands that the Royal
Assent be withheld from the Indemnity Act in the South African
Parliament until the opinion of the whole of the electorate of South
Africa be obtained on the matter.”

METHODS OF EMPLOYERS DURING LOCK-OUTS AND STRIKES.
Moved by Mr. Houston, seconded by Mr. Doran, and adopted :—

“This Congress protests against the methods of several employ-
ers of labour in victimising and locking out their employees, and,
through the medium of the Capitalist Press, misrepresenting the
workers’ position, by stating that the trouble was due to Syndi-
calism, whereas the cause of all the trouble was due to the tyranni-
cal attitude of those employers towards Trades Unionism. TFurther,
Wwe respect and admire the fighting spirit of the Trades Unions

tvolved, and affirm that if any of the other Unions not affected had
been treated in the same manner, they would have retaliated.”

Moved by Mr. Moran, seconded by Mr. Farren, and agreed to
unanimously :—

“ That this Congress, representing the workers of Ireland, calls
upon the Irish members of Parliament to su port the Hours of
Labour (Bakehouses) Bill introduced by Mr. ﬂfil}tie proposing to
Testrict the Hours of Labour in Bakehouses to 48 hour week ;
and that copies of the resolution be forwarded to the lea of the

Parties in the Honse of Commons.”

It was announced that every delegate would be presented by
Mr. € with a copy of his book * Labour in Irish History."”
L .;ﬂaeeoinmyau'smeaﬁngwu next discussed.
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Mr. H. J. Houston moved, and Mr, Flanagan seconded, * That
Congress meet in Belfast next year.”

A delegate having asked would Belfast be in Ireland, the Chair-
I;Ian replied that it would and that they could not go to a better

ace,

Mr. Keely conveyed an invitation from the Trades Council of
Sligo and from the Transport Union there that the Congress should
meet in that fown next year.

Mr. Coffey suggested that Waterford should be the place of the
next meeting.

The Chairman and the Secretary stated that there was a letter
from the Waterford Trades Council which made that impossible,
There was trouble in Waterford and the Council was not in a
position to invite Congress.

Mr. Lynch moved “ that the next meeting be held in Derry.”
 Mr. Egan seconded. Belfast might not be in Ireland, but there
was no doubt Derry would. They met in Sligo in 1900 and it was
17 years since they met in Derry.

Mr. McCarron said there would be trouble in Derry. The last
time the Congress was held in Derry it was a success, but this time
they would need to come with knapsacks on. There were in Derry
2500 Irish Volunteers ready to take their place in the line of
battle. He thought the Congress should not meet under the mouth
of the eannon,

Mr. Thornton said they ought to keep out of the zone of fire,

The Chairman said they ought to go into it; that was why he

Belfast
[r. Houston, Belfast Trades Council, said they met in Belfast
six years ago ; it would not be congenial next year.

The Chairman said that perhaps Newry, as the frontier town,
would please both sections.

Mr. A. Murphy said the Congress shonld get into some town
where organisation was bad and stir it up.

Mr. Johnson said they had twelve months to consider, and their
differences might be bridged in that time. Ie suggested the
matter should be left to the Execuntive. Personally he would
recommend Drogheda.

Mr. Connolly moved that the Congress accept the Imvitation
from Sligo, the only one officially tendered to them.

This was carried unanimously, and Mr. Keely returned thanks
on behalf of Sligo to Congress for accepting the invitation.

The Chairman said they must tender their thanks to the citizens
of Dublin for the use of their Hall. The Congress had been
flouted by the Lord Mayor, ani so had the Co-operative Congress.
The Chief Magistrate of the City ought to have been here to
welcome the delegates. Therefore they would thank no one but

Mr. MacPartlin formally proposed a vote of thanks. The citizens
should see to it that the wan whom they elected as their chief
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citizen should recogmise the organised workers. Public repre-
sentation was rigged and the men elected here did not represent
the citizens of Dublin.

Mr. Coffey asked was the Lord Mayor in the city.

The Chairman said they were not responsible for his movements.

The vote of thanks was unanimously adopted.

Mr. McCarron moved a vote of thanks to the Reception Committee.
Dublin was unique in raising all the money for the reception of
delegates within the movement., The arrangements were equal to
anything ever done, even in Dublin Castle. The interests of the
employers and the workers were diametrically opposed. To accept
money from employers to entertain people who might be fighting
them to-morrow was a thing that should never be done.

Mr. Whitley seconded the vote of thanks, which was passed
unanimously.

Mr, O'Brien, on behalf of the Reception Committee, suitably
acknowledged the vote.

Mr. Cassidy moved a vote of thanks to the Chairman. The
manner in which he had carried on thé work had been unique. He
had departed from the beaten track of prepared sermons and had
given them a fine natural oration. The only objection raised to his
proceedings was that he arrogated too much of the time. But all
would confess that Mr. Larkin was an impartial Chairman. He
had no respect for what delegate he sat upon.

Mr. Casey (Limerick Trades Council), seconded the motion. He
saw Mr. Larkin for the first time at that Congress. He came up with
fear and trembling to sit under him, but he had found him a lamb.

Mr. O’Brien supported the vote of thanks. It had been said
that Mr, Larkin’s Presidential Address was a remarkable address,
by a remarkable man, and he had certainly proved a remarkable
Chairman, indeed a unique Chairman. He had made them revise
all their dictionaries and all books written on rules of order. But
they had put him in the chair, not because they thought he would
be an ideal Chairman, but to honour him for his work for the Trades
Union movement.

Mr. Rimmer, as one who had had occasion to challenge the
rulings of the “lamb” desired to be associated with the vote of
thanks, though he could not congratulate Congress on its selection.
Mr. Larkin had said that the Chairman was never wrong and
undoubtedly he believed it. He was a remarkable man, and
did not realise the importance of his declarations.

The vote of thanks having been adopted unanimously,

Mr. Larkin said*he was glad someone had added salt to the soup.
He did not thank them for eulogy ; he was more used to other sorts

-of flattery. He was a strong man with any amount of confidence.
He would love his enemies and beat his friends into doing things.
All he thought of was principle, and when he took a line of action
nothing would stop him.

““The Congress then closed, it SRR L0 o Bl
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Amalgamated Society of Engineers (Dublin No. 2)
Amalgamated Society of Tailors and Tailoresses -
Amalgamated Society of Housepainters
Amalgamated Union of Co-operative Employees
Ancient Guild of Brick and Stonelayers -
Associated Loco, Engineers and Drivers

Belfast Trades Council b -
Belfast and Dublin Locomotive Engme Drivers -
Boot and Shoe Operatives (Dublin) = k :

City of Dublin Operative Farriers - - .
Cork TInited Trades Council - 3 .
Dublin Carpet Planners - a 5 -
Dublin Paper Cutters . - p <
Dublin Plumbers = - - AT e
Dublin Metropolitan House Painters - - -
Dublin Stonecutters - E " 3
Dublin Saddlers - - - % 5
Dublin Silk Weavers <A = ‘ x

Dublin Trades Council - . A .
Dublin Tinsmiths and Sheetmetal Workers - -
Dublin Typographical Society : = 5
Electrical Trades Union - . i !

Flax Roughers (Belfast) . < < H
General Union of Carpenters - 5 A
Irish Amalgamated Bakers - $ . B
Irish Cart and Waggon Builders - 4 %
Irish Glass Bottlemakers - - > &
Irish Grocers’ and Purveyors’, &c., Assistants =
Irish Operative Butchers' Society - p -
Irish Stationary Enginedrivers - E -
Irish Transport Union E.C. : - - =

Irish Women Workers’ Union (Dublin) : .

Irish AVomen Workers' Union (Belfast) . =

et

—

— N
o »

e R DO DO EWO WO OO0 00 0NWNMMGNDWe oo

p—
o © oo

—_—
=R =)

P
+ O oo

mcmomammgﬁwommcc

— —
s th 0 O O
—

— —
(=T = = - BT, B ]

L \
200 O 000 00 0RO 0N0 00N WA DO DR OO

o P



[107]

Irish Linen-lappers (Belfast) -
Irish Drapers’ Assistants - -
Limerick Trades Council

Municipal Employees Association -
National Union of Bookbinders (Dublin)
National Amalgamated Furnishing Trades

National Union of Shop Assistants and Clerks
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National Union of Railwaymen
Newry Trades Council

Postmen's Federation

Royal Liver Agents’ Union
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LIST OF DELEGATES.

AMaLGaMATED Baxers or IreLAnn.—Francis Moran, Bakers' Hall,
‘Upper Ormond Quay, Dublin.

AmarGaMaTEp SocieTy oF CARPENTERS AND Joiners, Dusniy, 3rd
Brancai—Andrew Breslin, 33 Emerald Street, Dolphin’s
Barn, Dublin.

Amavamatep Sociery - oF Enciygers (Dueriy, 2nd Brascu)—John
Redmond, 13 Lord Edward Street, Dublin.

Amarcamatep Soctery or Tators—James M‘Carron, T.C, 48
Starlltley Walk, Derry,-and Patrick Lynch, 2 Crosses Green,
Cork.

EmEraLp. Brancu, Dustin, —Arthur Murphy, P.L.G.; and
John MacMahon, Trades Hall, Dublin,

Progressive Branca, Dusriy,—Thomas Lawlor, T.C., P.L.G,,
Trades Hall, Dublin,

AMALGAMATED - Soctery oF Tramway avp Vieniore  WoRKERS—
Michael McCann, 71 Albert Street, Belfast.

Asarcamarer Uwton or Caminersakers—]. Costello, 13 North
Summer Street, Dublin,

Asarcamatep Uxiox or Co-operarivei Esmprovees—L. Lumley, 22
Green Lane, Oldham, and W. Lennox, 32 Drumcondra
Road, Dublin.

Astienr Guip oF INcorPoRATED Brick AND StoNeLAvERS—R. P.
O’Carroll, T.C,, P.LG., andW:lham F!ynn,‘;grﬁuﬂ'e Street,
Dublin. I_Labiiey

Associatep  Sociery oF  Loco. ENGINERRS  AND qumn-——]ohn
Drummond, 101 Hillhouse Street, Glasgow, and J. Breen,
Cawdor Street, Rosslare Harbour, Co. Wexford.

Berrast avp DusLiN Loco. ENGINE-Drivers anp Firremes.=—Henry
McClure, 98 York Road, Belfast, and Walter Walsh,
195 Phibsboro” Road, Dublin,

Bevvast Trapes Councir—D. R. Campbell, 11 Kimberley Street,
Belfast, and D. Houston, 37 Lisburn Avenue, Belfast,

Boor axp Suor Oreratives (DupLiy Bravca)—Arnold Lowe, 3 Deane
Street, Dublin,

CarreentERs, Gexgrar Usion—Richard Brophy, 55 Ring Street,
Inchicore, Dublin,’

Ciry or DusLiy Orerative Farrmers—Benjamin Drumm, 15 Parnell
Street, Dublin,

Cork Usitep Traves axp Lasovr Couscin.—Mr, Michael Egan,
J')P, TC, 19 Commons Road, Cork; Thomas Walsh,
Trimbath's Lane, Cork ; Mr. Timothy Hegarty, 6 Garfield
Terrace, Wellington Road, Cork.

Dusrin Cﬁ;r;c-r Pmnzm——’l‘homas Murphy, 19 Portobello Road,

ublin.

Dusriv Siuk Wsavers Usion.—M. Mallin, 46 Upper Kevin Street,
Dublin.

Dusuiy Tinsmitas axo Sueer  Merar  Wokkers—John Farren,
‘Frades Hall, Capel Street, Dublin,

- ' . -
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DusLiy Trapes axp Lasovr Couscit—Wm. O'Brien. Trades Hull
and Thomas MacPartlin, Trades Hall, Dublin,

Dmn.rN TyrocrapHicAL Provipext Socierv—Michael O'Flanagan, 35
Lower Gardiner Street, and John P, Dunne, 41 Penrose
Street, South Lotts, Dublin,

Ecrrcrricat. Trapnes Usion—C. T. Woodhead, 23 Manor Street
Dublin, and H. J. Houston, 34 Lisburn Avenue, Belfast.
Frax-Roveners AND YArN-SeinNers—Dawson Gordon, 23 Columbia
Street, Belfast,

Furnisamve  Trapks  Association—D, Muleahy, 26 George’s Place,
Dublin,

Irisi DrapErs’ AssisTaNTs’ Association—M, J. O’Lehane, W, Hore
and T. O'Dwyer, 76 Grafton Street, Dublin.

Irmisn Grass Borrie Maxers—Arthur Sharkey, Great Brunswick
Street, Dublin, and James Longmore, 25 Pembroke
Street, Irishtown,

Irisn Grocers, PUurvEyors, GENERAL SHop AssisTants' axp Crergs’
Union.—John O'Connor, 7 Henry Street, Dublin,

Irisu Linen-Larrers—John Mercer, 25 Columbia Street. Belfast,

Imisu  Orekrative  Burcaers'  Association—Arthur - Doran, 12,
Merkland Street, Belfast.

Irisi StatioNnary Encine Drivers—John Coffey, 26 Gulistan
Cottages, Dublin.

Irisu TransporT AND GENERAL Workers' Union (Dupriy No. 1 Braxcs)
—James Larkin, Bernard Conway, John O’Neill, Michael
Cunningham, Thos. Foran, and P. T. Daly, leerty Hall,
Beresford Place, Dublin,

BeLrast Brancu—James Connolly, 122 Corporation Street
- Belfast.
Cork Brancn—(No. 20)—Daniel. Coveney, 4 Merchant's Quny,

Cork Brance (No. 21)—Daniel, Carey, 2 Maria Villas, 'g8
Street, Cork,
Dusuix No. 3 Branci—John Bohan, T.C,, 15 Basin Street, Upper,
Dublin ; Thomas Burke, 62 Queen Street, Dublin; and
Thomas Kennedy,
AcricuLTURAL Lasourers Brancn—Frank Moss, Swords.
Ixcaicore Braxcn—W, P, Partridge, T.C.
SLiGo Brancu—Alderman John Lynch, New Street, Sligo, a.nd
Councillor P. Keeley, Lord Edward Street, Sligo,
Wexverp Brancu—Richard Corish, T.C, PL.G William
Street, Wexford.
Irise Wopex Workers (Dusrix Bnm}—.Delu Larkin, Croydon
ark, Dublin, and Bridget Butler, Liberty Hall, Dublm.
BELFAST BR.-\\CH—-—MIS Ellen Gorden, 41 Kilwood Street,
Belfast.
Loikrick Trapes avp Lasour Cousci—James Casey, Bowman.
Street, Limerick,
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Mgzrrororitay House Paisters—Joseph Cahill, E. McCabe and
John Scully, 27 Aungier Street, Dublin.

MusicieaL Exrrovees’ Association—A. R. Turner, T.C., 86 George
Street, Glasgow,

Natioxar Amaramatep House anp Suip PAINTERS AND DECORATORS—
J. McBride, 6 Lomond Street, Strandtown, Belfast.

NatioNaL AMancamatep Uniox oF Suor AssisTants, WAREHOUSEMEN,
axD Crerxs—Thomas Johnson, 13 Ranfurly Drive, and
M. Smyth, g Adelaide Street, Cork.

Narionar Sociery PrinTers’ WareHousEMEN aND  CutrTers—Thos,
Pakenham, 53 Summerhill, Dublin.

Natiovar Uniox oF BooksiNpers aNp Macuive Rurers (Dusriy
Branca)—Thomas Clarke, 10 St. George’s Place, N.C.R,,
Dublin.

Namoxan Usiox oF Dock Lasourers (Derry)—W. J. MecNulty,
Longtower Street, Derry.

Natwoxar. Uniox or Ramwwavmen—N. Rimmer, 7 Lower Abbey
Street, Dublin ; J. M. MacDonagh, 27 South Terrace,
Inchicore ; and Thomas Dowling, St. Patrick’s Terrace,
Dalkey.

COIICE::!CHES, Nos. 1 and 3—John Good, g7 Patrick Street,

PostmeN’s FrpEraTioN—T. Irvine, 13 Cadogan Street, Belfast, and
C. P. Kelly, 4 St. Joseph’s Terrace, Wellington St., Dubtin,

Ramway Cuerks Associarion—W. E. Hill, 337 Gray’s Inn Road,
London, E.C.,, and R. L. Orr, 4 Brighton Road, Rathgar

Rovar Liver AGENTs AND Euwvus—,]ohn Hanlon, 24 Mlllmount
Avenue, Drumcondra.

Stean Encive Maxers (Dusriy Beancn, No. 24)—John O'Rourke,
3 Basin Street, Lower, Dublin. ]

Stowecurters oF IrEvaxDp (Dublin Branch)—'l‘homas Farren,
3 Brown Street, Dublin. :

Tyrocrarmicar Association—H. T. Whitley, “Florida,” Ardenlee
Parade, Cregagh Road, Belfast, and T. Cassidy, 41
Chapel Road, Waters:de, Derry.

Brrrast Bmcu—Frank Hall, 12 Frederick Street, Belfast, and
E. H. Thornton, 2 Annalee Street, Belfast,

Uxrrep Kivepon Sociery oF Coacumakers—William Gardiner, 31
Walnut' Street, Belfast, and R. Costello, 4 Rockboro’
Road, Cork.

Usarsp Oreraive PLuwser’s AssociATioN (Dublin Lodge
Keogh, 11 S%s Avenue, North Strard, Dublin,

AL DELEGATES,
Scormisn Traves Conerxss—Bailie Robert Clinie, 25 Armour St.,
Jerey 1 Kﬂmamock,andGilbert Lew:s,Dockers Oﬁice,Ardrmn

VISITOR.
- Boa> or Trave—D. C. Cummings, .




IRISH TRADES UNION CONGRESS, 1894-1914.

Taonlity, President, Seoretary. Treasurer.
L]
Dublin ... | Thomas O'Connell (Carpenter) John Simmons ..t | Patrick Dowd.
Cork ... | J. H. Jolley (Printer) e .. | J. H. Jolley.
Limeritk ... | James Dalton (Printer) 2 %
Waterford ... | P. J. Leo (Pork Butcher) 9 v,
Belfast ... | Richard Worthly (Tailor) > ... | P, J, Tevenan,
Londonderry ... | James M'Carron (Tailor) % e
Dublin .. | George Leahy, P.L.G. (Plasterer) Hugh M‘Manus ... | Alex. Taylor.
Sligo " | *A. Bowman, T C. (Flax Dresser) | E. 1.. Richardson, T.0C. o | 3
Cork vor | Wm. Cave, Ald. (Bootmaker) ... » ... | Geo. Leahy, P.L.G.
Newry . | Walter Hudson, M.P. (ABR.S.)| ~ o £
Kilkenn oo | Wm, Walker, T.C, ((‘nrpent.er%' - 3
W ... | Jas, Chambers, P.L.G. (Saddler ¥ B oo | E. W, Stewart.
Athlone ... | Stephen Dineen (Baker) K - %
Publin ... | James M‘Carroun, T.C. (Tailor) 4 17
Belfast v | John Mm})hy. P.L.G. (Printer) | E. L. Richardson, ar: s
Limerick ... | M. Egan, J,P., T.C. (Coachmaker) o o
Dundalk " | James M‘Carron, T.C. (Tailor) |P. T. Daly o | ML (O’ Lehane, P.L.G.
g‘m’ P O ) R. C&m hﬁn Inanoe- Ag’ent) " e ] " .
Clonmel o i o O'Logma' (Draper's Asst,) b ... | D, R, Camphell.
Cork .. | Wm. O'Brien (Tailor) i R, 3
Dublin lJaa. Larkin (Transport Worker) £ =
*I5 1001 and from 1003 the Chaixmsa of the Pavlismentary Committee for the year was also President of the Congress. = &
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