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REPORT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
FOR THE YEAR 1919-20.

FELLOW DELEGATES,

The report of the year's activities which we now present was
prepared under high pressure conditions, and is necessarily
restricted to the mere outstanding matters of interest to our
members.

The year has been eventfu} for the Labour movement. While
in other countries our comrades have been discussing heatedly
the wisdom or effectiveness of what is called ‘° direct action
to achieve political ends, circumstances have compelled the Irish
workers on several occasions in the past year to use the strike
weapon for paolitical and social purposes. In the Motor Permits
Strike of December-January; in the great Two Days’ Strike to
procure the release and save from death the political prisoners
on hunger strike in Mountjoy; in the embargo on food exports
in spring, and in the present strike against the carrying of
munitions of war, the workers used their ‘‘industrial franchise
for political and social purposes. The denial of political freedom
to Ireland forces the workers to test the power of his economic
franchise, to declare his will with much more emphasis than by
the mere recording of a vote at a ballot box. The activities of

B

your Committee for the year have been for the greater part with -

these struggles, and, as a consequence, other very important,
but less urgent, work has, to our regret, heen left unfinished.
We venture to predict that when the history of Ireland's final
struggle for freedom comes to be written, some very important

chapters will be devoted to the manfier in which drganised labour

acquitted itself in the years 1919-20.

Death of Mr. M. J. O’Lehane.

In deep sorrow we have to record the great loss sustained by the
Irish Labour movement through the death in March last of our
<olleague, Mr. Michael J. O’Lehane. Mr. O’Lehane, though
suffering ill health’for some years, was always an active worker in
the Trade Union and Labour movement since the first days of the

founding of the Irish Drapers’ Assistants’ Association. He was the

‘General Secretary of that organf®en since its inception in the year

1901, and the shop workers of Ireland owe far more than they know
to the earnest work and constant watchfulness over their interests by

-our late colleague. “ ’ 3

Always a steady supporter of the prestige and authority of the
Irish Trades Congress, he became a member of the Executive Com-
mittee in the year 1909, and except for the year 1917 (the greater

butad il .;. |'.'1MI .
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was Treasurer in the years 1gro and rgrr, and Chairman at
Clonmel in 1912.

" He was 2 member of the Dublin Corporation as one of the small
Sinn Fein group about fifteen years ago, then advocating the policy
of self-reliance in Nat#nal and Municipal affairs.

A man of wide vision, prolific of practical ideas and plans for the
development of the power and the more effective organisation of the
- workers, wise in counsel and effective in debate, his absence from
our meetings has been keenly felt.

Resignation of Mr. J. F. O’Farrell.

“Shortly after his election to the National Executive we regret to
- say that Mr. J. F. O’Farrell, of the Irish National Teachers’
 Organisation, became seriously 111 and on medical advice felt com-
5 pelled to send in his resignation. In his place the National Executive
- co-opted Mr. John Bohan, Dromod, a member of the Executive of
3= the Teathers’ Organisation, but he too has suffered from severe
~ illness which has mlhta.ted against regular - attendance at our
meetings.

%gi of which he spent in a sanatorium) he was re-elected every year.

-
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i“ Municipal Elections.
. On October 24th and 25th, 1919, a Conference was held in
- the Mansion House, Dublin, of delegates from Trades Councils
~ to discuss the Local Government Elections. The following
- Councils sent delegates in response to the invitation: South
~ King's County, Tralee, Wexford, Athlone, Ennis, Cork, Omagh,.
- Queenstown, Mullingar, Waterford Ballinasloe, Drogheda,
= ‘Kildare, Arklow, Belfast, Derry, Bray and ngstown, Tulla-
“more, Dundalk, Edenderry and Dublin. The National Executive
. was also represented by Messrs. Farren (Chairman), O'Farrell,
Bohan, O’Shannon, Gordon, O’Connor, Larkin, O’Lehane,
: O'Ma.hony, Johnson and O’Brien, '

- . The Chairman opened the proceedings in a short speech, in
- which he pointed to the importance of the coming elections to
_ be elected by the system of the Single Transferable Vote, and
would give the Labour Party an opportunity such as had not
qgeurred since the Local Government Act came into operation.
Mr.. O’Shannon dealt in a general way with the functions of
et s Councils, and a wide discussion ensued on the general
s of policy and programme, most of the delegates taking

Labwraaadidates."andpladgmgthemtoactas

mlar sentmtmtbemngde&mng

The sense of the Conferente was deadj marked in favour g
, and remain mde?endent of all other




5
intention in using the title was to deceive the workers on tbe
polling day, I have to advise you— s

(1) That only persons who are nominated and financed by

legitimate Labour bodies are to be known as Labour
candidates: -
{2) That candidates to be nominated by Trades Councils and
Trades Unions must be bona-fide members of Trade
Unions selected by a recognised Labour Conference.

(3) The name of a Trade Union or the Labour Party must
not be used in support of any candidate who is not
a genuine Labour candidate.

It was agreed that this be approved, and the National Execu-
tive be requested to circulate it again,

The Secretary was requested to consult with his colleagues
and draft a form of pledge on the lines of that adopted by the
Dublin Labour Party.

The following was submitted to the Conference on the morn-
ing of the 25th :—

‘“1, the undersigned, agree, if elected a member of the
Council, that I will be bound by the
decisions of the Trades and Labour
Council, and will sit, act and vete with the other Labour
representatives on the Council as a Labour Party in
the carrying out of these decisions,
1 pledge myself to resign my seat if called upon to do sor
by a Special General Meeting of the
Trades Council called for the purpose of considering
my conduct as a Labour representative.”’

After discussion it was agreed that the Councils be recom-
mended to adopt this pledge, :

The Conference also favoured an attitude of strict indepen-
dence of the Labour candidates from other political parties. Two =
or thrée delegates pointed out that the utmost limit of compromise
in the minds of their Councils was to agree with the dominant ~
party respecting the number of Labour candidates to be nomin-
ated.

Respecting the authority of Trades Councils over the selection
of candidates, it was pointed out that some Councils working
under old rules, were not representative of the Unions in propor- -
tion to membershhp, and to meet this objection it was urged that
the procedure laid down in the Labour Party constitution respect-
ing the selection of Parliamentary candidates should be adopted-—-
namely, a Conference of Unions on a proportionate basis. >

A long discussion took place on' the Housing question, the ,..
pmdommant opinion being that Town Councils should, while
. trying" to obtain more favourable financial terms from the British
Government, use all their power towards building houses, spacious.
3'1!3 of quality, and to trust to the future to settle the

problem; and that the houses should be built by du'e:t‘“‘
h!ioﬂr mdet egnmi dpi&e Mumcq:dity
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: Other items of a Municipal Programme were but lightly dealt
. with, the formulation of a general programme for the guidance
of the Local Councils being left to the National Executive.

The Conference was succeeded by a Model Election, conducted
according to the rules of the Proportional Representation Scheme

of the Local Government Board.

At the Elections which took place in January in about 120
Urban districts; Labour candidates were nominated for about —
seats. The result of the Elections, taking the countfy as a whole,

; showed that no less than 341 Labour candidates had succeeded in
.~ securing election; while, in addition to those returned as Labour
' candidates, we have tecord of about 116 Trade Unionists who
had been nominated by other Political organisations. ~ The follow-
ing programme was circulated throughout the country in large
numbers :(—

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, JANUARY 15, 1820.
- The Labour Party ,royammo
.~ T the Electors, '

The ultimate aims of the Irish Labour Party are to recover
for the Irish Nation possession of Ireland’s natural resources
and the mastery over her destiny, to win for the workers collec-
tively the whole produce of their labour, to secure demecratic
management and control of the industries by the workers engaged
therein, and to abolish all powers and privileges based upon
. property or ancestry or not granted or confirmed by the freely
~ eapressed will of the Irish people.

e Having the above objects in view, and to help to make easier
. their attainment, the. Labour candidates put forward the following
~ Municipal programme :—

= Housing.

- Good Houses for the Workers: not a mere shelter where the
worker’s family is crowded like cattle in a byre, but a Home,
comfortable, convenient and roomy. Separate bedrooms for the
- boys and girls. A parlour where the children may read their
.~ books, where the mothers and fathers may rest or entertain their

- friends.

Rents must be Low: all capital charges for building should
- be borne out of taxation. It is the payment of interest to money-
ders that makes house rents high; the rich people with money
lend, so long as they demand interest, must be taxed to pay
ST |
lending £7350 to build a worker’'s house the money-
* charge is 15s. 8d. per week! 54
Our demand is that the houses must-’&_“éuilt, despite the
ive cost. Build the Houses, the financial problem will be
alternative before us is to deal with houses
—ration them,
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Health.

Towards safeguarding the health of the people, and particu-
larly. the children, the Labour candidates advocate that—

The Council shall become responsible for ensuring a plentiful
supply of pure milk for expectant and nursing mothers and young
children.

The Council shall make arrangements for a periodical medical
examination of children attending school, and, when necessary,
for treatment by competent doctors, free of cost to the parents.

The Council shall provide facilities for giving meals to children
attending' school, such meals to be provided under conditions of
decency and with proper service.

Education,

The fullest advantage should be taken of all present powers.
to promote education, both for children and adults, and steps
should be taken in conjunction with other Town and County
Councils to acquire greater powers,

Scholarships should be granted by the Council for Technical
Schools, Colleges and Universities.

- Grants should be made for specific working-class educational
orts.

The Councils should provide school libraries, educational
excursions, gymnasia, popular lectures in science, art, economics,
arng history (mdus\tn_al and political), as well as in technical
subjects.

Wherever possible the Council should make it a condition of
all expenditure on Education that the teachers shall be paid an
adequate salary.

A Living Wage and Direct Labour.

The Labour Candidates demand a Living Wage for all public
employees : as a step towards this the Councils should fix immedi-
ately a wage of not less than 50s. per week for labourers—full
Trade Union rates for all.

The Council should be a model employer. This will help to
raise the wages of all men and women in private employment.
In return for good wages, short hours and fair conditions, and
a determining voice in fixing those conditions, the community
has a right to claim faithful service.

In all Municipal undertakings direct labour shall be employed.

Trade Unions shall be consulted in all matters relating to condi-

tions of employment.

. Pure Milk Supply.
;- The Labour P demands that—
The Councils shall undertake the organisation of a supply of

Y

=

pure milk of good quality from Municipally-owned dairy farms .

and from farmers’ co-operative societies.

Ay - —

|
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.‘_-'". _ Co-operation,
~ Workers’ Co-operative Societies should be encouraged and

i supported by the Councils as a protection against profiteering.
&= ‘Municipal Co-operative Restaurants and Cooked Foed Depots
-, should be established and worked in connection with the scheme
for the provisiom of meals for school children.

Profiteering.
The Councils must at once initiate and resolutefy persist in
active measures against the profiteer and extortionist.

Garden Plots.

> Garden plots should be provided for town and country workers,
* with expert instruction in horticulture. ~ Assistance to be given
_to plot-holders in promoting co-operation in the working of the
plots and the disposal of surplus produce.

Combined Action with Other Councils.
The Labour Party will advocate that wherever possible the
- ’Cxty, Town and County Councils, also the Board of Guardians;
- should combine together to undertake important.public works,
ﬂ:ch as:
- The provision of House-building material — brick, stone,
< -.cement, timber, etc.,
§_ The organisation of the Coal Supply;
"~ The promotion of Electric Power Schemes by the utilisation
of peat bogs, coal deposits, water-power, etc.;
. The development of all the natural resources for supplying
e people’s needs on a non-profit-making basis;
. The establishment of Holiday Schools, Convalescent Homes,
‘Hospitals, etc.;
.~ The Employment of the Unemployed by the organisation of
. public wealth-production, bringing into fruitful contact the unused
{or wastefully used) natural sources of wealth—the land and
- mineral deposits of Ireland.

53
=
=
A3
:—'i
;.

Census of Food Supplies.
~ It should also be the duty of the Local Councils to establish
~machinery for taking records of food supplies and food require-

¢ach locality at a reasonable price in the event of a crisis (eg,
.Gomcnptm danget )forengn interference, derangement of

Couﬁcils where the workers can obtam actual oontrol over

with a view to ensuring’ an ample supply of essential food for

Thelabmr&n&;duustmd!wmaeasmgﬂaepmrofm' |
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In connection with the Municipal Elections, reports reached
us from a number of towns—including Cork, Limerick, Wexford,
Dublin, Derry and Belfast—respecting difficulties that had arisen
in the selection of Labour candidates, the nomination of candi-
dates by individual Unions independently of those selected under =
the auspices of the Trades Council, and the nomination of candi-
dates by Trades Unions running in alliance with another political
party. In respect to these questions the view taken by the
Executive was that it could not intervene authoritatively in local
elections : it could only intervene with advice and guidance; and

L Rty

_we took the view that the evils hitherto associated with unauthor-

ised or unofficial candidatures under the old system of election
were greatly minimised by the system of the Transferable Vote. =

In respect to the County Council, Poor Law and Rural Council
Elections, which were held in June, the Labour successes were
equally gratifying; but we have not yet obtained full returns of
the numbers elected.

Taking the local governing bodies as a whole, Labour has
won a very strong position. Every effort must be made to hold
and improve upon -that position. To do this will necessitate
careful and systematic local organisation, and a general uniform
policy. We think when the National political situation is easier
there should be a series of conferences of Labour members of
municipal bodies with a view to the development of a common
line of actnnty : :

Indnstml Resources Enquiry

Immediately following the Drogheda Congress a request was made— =
to your Executive to nominate 2 member to the Commission of Inquiry
into the Resources and Industries of Treland, and it was decided to
send in the name of Mr. Thomas Johnson. Mr. Johnson has reported
from time to time upon the work of the Commission. = The Com- =
mission it appears is an autonomous body controlling its own funds *
and carrying on its own work unimpeded except by the British
Government. Its terms of reference are so wide and comprehensive. -:'
that it was found necessary at an early stage to concentrate its attention
_in two directions ; namely, Food and Food Products, and P and =
wdmdeztselfmtosubmmmeumdaajwrththese subjects
“3""‘“”’ ‘Mr. Johnson was appointed Chairman of the Food

though it has been working actively and closely |

for twe]we months, the Commission realises that its work is.
gemh Inm:m ReportonMﬂkandHﬂk Productshu
published and sold extensively at the price of sixpence. =

_ gnmdmtmoimemllpanofthewkmwhmb %
Your Executive is pleased to o

T
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Imprisonment of James Larkin.

A communication was received from the Dublin Trades Council in
November inviting the Nationa] Executive to meet them to hear a
report of a deputation which they had sent to the Chief Secretary and
to the British Labour Party in London respecting the refusal of the
British Government to issue passports to enable Mr. Larkin to return
to Ireland. The Chairman, Mr. Farren, with Messrs. Johnson and
O’Brien, learned that the deputation to London had obtained no
satisfaction from either the Chief Secretary or the Labour Party ;
that though their mission was originally intended to deal with the
guestion of passports, Mr. Larkin’s arrest in America had altered
the position and the Chief Secretary had attempted to hide behind
the arrest to evade the passport question. The Trades Council had
decided 1\uﬂl:»c:u calling for a general strike for one day in protest
against Mr. Larkin’s continued detention in America. Steps had
been taken by us to ascertain the feeling in the country in respect
- of such a proposition. The Chairman of the Council sought to
~ ascertain what the National Executive proposed to do regarding
~ the suggested eral strike, but after it had been explained that
~ no decision had been arrived at, we were told that a telegram had
~ been received from Mr. Larkin calling off the proposed strike. The
l:—'. - Trades Council. then suggested that the movement in Ireland should
- undertake to raise a defence fund to save Mr. Larkin from a long
. term of imprisonment., and the Executive were invited to nominate
. six members to act with six members of the I.T. and G.W.U. and
~ six members of the Trades Council on a Defence Committee. We
~ communicated with the I.T. and G.W.U., seeking information as to
- their attitude in the matter, that Union being most closely affected
. by the proposal. We were informed that the Union itself had
. decided not to appoint representatives on the proposed Committee.
They accepted full responsibility for seeing that ample funds were
- made available to provide for the defence of their General Secretary.
- In view of this, the Executive resolved that they could not take any
part in the proposed Committee.

- _ Immediately after the Drogheda Congress we had cabled to

President Wilson, in the name of the Irish workers, asking that
facilities should be given to Mr. Larkin to return to Ireland,

er his trial we also communicated with the American

: of Labour while in session at their annual con-
N, as representing the section of the American Labour

nt most influential in Government circles, calling upon
m to secure the release and repgtriation of Mr. i
neither of these communications was any reply received. We

informed that in the course of his trial on the charge
allegations were made by the prosecution

are _ a

r~

to our

his Labour activities in Ireland,



comrades there the truth respecting those charges, and to assure
them that nothing he did in that stormy period reflected in any
way upon his integrity or forfeited the confidence of his colleagues. '!
We have used our influence in other directions in his behalf, :
and we have assurances that before his trial the best legal advice
and support were at his disposal; and since his sentence, pending
the result of his application for re-trial in the higher courts,
notice has been taken by the American authorities of the repre-
sentations being made on_his behalf. s =3

We are assured that it has been the invariable practice of the
U.S. Government, where a non-American citizen has been charged
and found guilty of a political offence during the war, to deport
the offender to his own country. o

Motor Permits Strike.

After the announcement of the making of the Motor Permit Order
had"been made in the Press, the Secretary of the National Executive
received a letter dated November 22nd from Mr. Foran on behalf =
of the Transport Workers’ Union to the effect that this order would
iuterfere with their members, and a day or two later from the Auto- =
mobile Drivers’ and Mechanics’ Union a cutting from a newspaper
containing a resolution adopted at a meeting in Trades Hall, Dublin,
No other communication was received by the National Executive from
the Automobile Drivers respecting their intention to strike.

A meeting of the National Executive was held on November 28th-
At this time the President and the Secretary of the Automobile Union
were absent in London seeking an interview with the Chief Secretary
and the Parliamentary Labour Party. The National Executive
invited representatives of the Automobile Drivers and the Transport |
Union to meet in conference to endenvour to arrive at a common
policy. 1In the course of the discussion it was seen that the two
unions principally concerned were pursuing different lines of action.
The Automobile Drivers had decided upon calling all their men out
this day, November 29th, the date of the order beinig put into opera-
tion. The Transport Union, on the other hand, had decided that
their members (drivers) should not apply for permits, but should
continue to work for as long as their employers were willing that their
eam should ouf, The view of the National Executive was that

policy by the Transport Union was the wiser one, and
the Automobile Drivers were advised aomrdmgiy It was not found |
possible st this stage to bring the two- unions i hm,a.nd:tm_-
decided to meet again on the following mornin (Stmg :
with representatives of the Stationary Engine nion, some.
of whose members were already affected. The Executive passed and
puhhxheda:unluﬂonmmgmehegmlpmﬁeﬂagmnsttheordﬂ =
commemtling the action of the men and their unions in resolving to
m&e qrdar, calling for financial and moral support. A.
. as held on Sunday and was followed by other
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- conferences which included representatives of all the unions affected
- (e¢.g., engineers, toolmakers, steam engine makers, bakers, drapers, %
- ete.)., with a view fo arriving at an agreed line of policy, but it was S
- found that the policies of the two unions chiefly implicated could not

be reconciled.

~ On December 8th notices were issued by the Secretary of the

- National Executive, calling a special Trade Union Congress for

- December 16th to consider the situation and take such action as might

- be decided upon. The Congress was held on the date named and

- sat for several hours. During the course of the discussion

.

|

i

} - Mr. Lacy, organiser for the Automobile Drivers’ Union, moved the
E 4

|

~ following resolution :—
% ‘“ That this Congress supports the action of the motormen

E. involved in the Motor Permits Order strike, and calls upon all
- Trade Unionists not to do the work of the men affected, either

with automobile or otherwise, and that if the order is not with- ’
drawn without further notice the action necessary will be taken
by the whole Labour movement in Ireland.”

- To this Mr. Walter Carpenter moved the following amendment :—
“ That this Congress resolves that a special deputation con-
. sisting of members of the National Executive and of the Unions
- which are involved in the dispute be sent at once to London to
interview the Executive of the English Labour Party with a view
to getting sympathetic action in the matter ; meantime all metor
traffic be withdrawn from use; in the event of this not being
~ suecessful, a further Congress be called to decide what further
- - action is advisable.”
‘Mt. Lacy said he would withdraw his resolution if Mr. Carpenter
uld accept an addendum to his resolution from him to this effect :—
*‘ and that-we call upon all Trade Unionists not to do the work
~ of the men affected by any other means of transport.”
Mr. Carpenter agreed to accept the addendum to his amendment,
and Mr, Lacy withdrew his proposition on that understanding. Mr.
t‘armter s amendment became the substantive motion. To this Mr»
(National Union of Dockers) proposed the following amend-
t—
““ That the Congress resolves that until such time as the
order is withdrawn all Trade Unionists should refuse
to or fmmm-ﬁiedmhades, andthaté
be immediately chosen, representatives St
Emnaw,theNU&,theDmm’Uamﬂ -,
rt and General "Workers’ . Union to interview. the :
: M vmh a m ta gammg their agum re
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as put forward by Mr. Lacy. The voting was :—
For S ¢
Against . ... i PRS- ¢ .
The President declared the motion lost

Mr. M. J. O’Lehane (Drapers’ Assistants) then moved the follow- |

ing resolution. He said it was not being put forward on behalf of
the National Executive, but with a view to arriving at a solution of
the matter :—

‘“ That this Congress agrees in the main with the line of
action suggested by the Chairman, viz.: that we endorse the
actypn of those engaged in the motor trade to stop absolutely all
motor traffic; that the delegates be instructed to report to their
various unions that it is the decision of this Congress that in no
case can motor driven traffic or vehicle be handled or repaired
by members of any union; that a delegation be appointed
to interview the executives or representatives of the following
Unions :—N.U.R., A.S.E., Transport Workers’ Federation;

also the British Trade Union Congress and Labour Party, and _

pendmg further developments that a Joint Committee of repre-
sentatives of the National Executive, [.T.W.U., Automobile
Drivers’ Union, N.U.R., A.S.E., Mechanics and. Toolmakers,
Bakers and Distributive Tradﬁ, be appointed to deal with the
matter and to direct the line of action.”

Mr. Kelly (Postmen’s Federation) seconded the proposal. ~The

President put the resolution to Congress and declared it carried
nnammoa&ly,&iedelegaﬁesm&dbem Mr. Bermingham, N.U.R.;

Mr. Hart, N.U.D.; Mr. Redmond, A.SE,ampresenh.tive the'
A.D. and M.U,, mth Messrs. Farrm, O’Shannon and Johnson

Tepresenting the National Executive. Mr. John Redmond, A.S.E.,
moved :

BT IE N

“That a General Strike Fund be opened which shall be

be administered by the Committee already appointed to take
charge of the strike.”’

Mr. Collins (Electrical Union) seconded the proposition, which was
unanimously adopted. Mr. M. J. ©'Connor, Sec., I.A.D. and M.
Union, said :—‘* Our Management Committee has almdy openad a
fund and we will carry it out for our own benefit.”” The Chairman
said :—*‘ If the Union expected the other Unions to take sympathetic
action to support them and if any fund were opened it ought to be

a general fund. . . . . IfyouhaveappmmedaCmttaeuom.

mthe&htandbdu&ntbeimofmmbenkm.mwgbx
have a Joint Committee to carry on the finances and adminster
funds involved. From the time this Committee gets into operati
it will be to the interest of the motor drivers that there shall
generalfu_ndmbea.dmmzsteredmcmnemwwnhﬂlemm In
mymwbatmghxmhedoneu-—fmth:sdayfawudm
should be a General Finance Committee. '!‘he'!‘oolmhalhllgu
%mmumda’

‘E&

8

1'1:.» = 8, D
im&‘h {‘,, _"M'AE\:.",' | A
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- The Committee appointed by the special Trade Union Congress
consisted of Messrs. Mitchell and Lacy, representing the Automobile
Drivers’ Union; Mason, Irish Drapers; Twomey, A.S.E. (later

" succeeded by H. Wickham); Killigrew, Steam Engine Makers;

. Rossney, Stationary Engine Drivers ; Jackson, Toolmakers; Cullen,

 Bakers; wtih Messrs. Farren, O’Lehane, O’Shannon, O'Farrell,

Miss Timmon and Messrs. Johnson and O’Brien, representing the
National Executive. The Grocers’ Assistants, N.U.R., National
Union of Dock Labourers, and Coachbuilders’ Society attended only
‘one or two meetings each.- The first action of the Committee was to
arrange for the delegation to proceed to London to interview the
various organisations there, as decided upon by the special Congress.
| The Conrfre:.s was held on December 16, the delegation left Dublin
~ on the ISth having previously notified the secretaries of the organi-

- sations in London of their intention. Interviews were held with Mr.

|

\

Bowerman, Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee of the British
Trade Union Congress ; with Mr. J. H. Thomas, Chairman of that
- Committee and General Secretary of the N.U.R.; with Mr. Robert
: Williams, Secretary, Transport Workers’ Federation; Mr. Turner,
~ Secretary, Shep Assistants’ Union ; the Editor of the Da! Herald ;
~the Execuhve Committee of the AS E.; Mr. Cole, of the Labour
E ‘Research Department ; and ' the Secreta.ry of the Parliamentary
Labour Party, Mr. H. S. Lindsay. In addition to the above, part
~ of the deputation visited Manchester to interview officials of the
. United Kingdom Society of Coachbuilders and the Steam Engine-
~ makers’ Society, and to Birmingham to meet the officials of the Tool-
- makers’ Society. The primary object of the deputation was to make
 these organisations aware of the situation created in Ireland by the
_ Motor Permits Order and point out the fact that some of these
~ Societies’ Irish members were already affected by the strike, and the
_ grave danger that very much greater numbers were likely to become
_affected. An appeal for financial assistance was issued on December
18th by advertisement in the Freeman's Journal (the Evening Tele-
_snvb morning edition), and (a few days later)' in the Irish
" Independent (this paper having refused to insert the first draft), in
the Daily Herald, and in the Watckword of Labour.. Several
hundred copies of the appeal were also sent to the Trade Unions
_and Trade Union branches throughout Ireland.
~ Shortly after the declaration of the strike on November 29th the
;pokmm of the Automobile Drivers’ Uniofi conducted a campaign
thecb]eet extending the strike amongst other trades and
:T- y with the belief that if a | 'nmbarof

wal of the

mbﬂmledtbeGmemmenrm foreed to



formation of the Joint Committee and after the appeal for funds

that this was not an ordinary industrial dispute between workmen
and employers,, where the object was always to bring such pressure |
t0 bear on the employers as to compel them to concede the workmens”
demand ; but it was a struggle directed against a Government whose
order was being resisted and who were not amenable to any public
opinion in Ireland. As was pointed out by the Chairman of the
‘Congress, Mr. Farren, the supply of foodstuffs and other necessities
for carrying on the industries of the country was dependent upon
motor haulage, and if no other form of traction were to be introduced
the chief sufferers would be the workers and their families. He
‘believed that traffic should be introduced to keep industry going, and
firms should be allowed to introduce other means of traction or
haulage on the condition that the men who had been displaced by
the motor'cars being withdrawn were entitled to receive first preference
of the employment at the rate of pay they received formerly.
Notwithstanding the emphatic endorsement of this policy by the
Special Congress, the Automobile Drivers’ Union continued fo
agitate for the stoppage of all substituted haulage and ‘cornducted a
campaign of villification against the Transport Union, the Railway-
men’s Unions and other unions who refused to follow at the heels of
the Automobile Drivers’, Union, and one official publicly said :—** If
necessary they would drag into the fight those unions which were not
acting with them.” It is with regret that we have to record that the -
officials of the Automobile Drivers’ Union, from the beginning to the
end, misled and were disloyal to the Joint Committee and the
findings of the Congress, and more particularly to those other unions
whose men had struck work out of sympathy with the Automobile
*men in their struggle. e —
The Congress decided to open a strike fund. After hearing the
assertion at the Special Congress by one of the officials of the Auto-
mobile men’s Union that they would retain their own special fund,
the Congress decided that all funds should be pooled and that the
direction of the strike and apportionment of funds should be in the
hands of the Joint Committee. Notwithstanding this, no return was -
made to the Joint Committee of any funds paid into the Automobile
Drivers’ Union on account of the strike. The members of the Steam
Enginemakers’ Union and of the A.S.E. who struck work out of
sympathy, unauthorised by their society, were left for several weeks
without any strike pay and without any inquiry by the Automobile
Union as to how they were living; and this during the time when
large sums of money were being paid into the Automobile Drivers’
Union on behalf of the men on strike. The members of the Amalga-
‘mated Society of Toolmakers, the Transport Union, and the
Stationary Engine Drivers, whose societies had authorised the pay-
ment of strike pay, were not so badly off, although in the case of
the two former unions the amount og strike pay was considerably .
less than the amounts bein, paidmthemnhﬂsofﬂﬁi&ummohﬂe-.}a
Drivers’ Union out of the gmds subscribed by the public. After the

-,

had been d, the question was asked of the delegates of the
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~ Automobile Drivers’ Union by the Joint Committee whether the
* country branches of that union were being supported out of the
- central funds. The answer was to the effect that except in a few
- towns—which were named—all returns were dealt with by the central
- office in Dublin and all strike pay remitted weekly from that office.
- On January sth the Chairman of the Trades Council, Carlow, wrote
- complaining that ‘‘ the members of the Automobile Drivers’ Union in
‘that town had not received any strike pay from their Union on the
5 % that no funds had been remitted from Carlow in support of the
- Fighting Fund.”” Mr. O’Connor, Secretary of the Automobile
- Dnvers Union, had written to the local Secretary a letter in which
- he stated: In reply to a wire and letter asking for strike pays I
- am directed to say that we have not got any money from Carlow
~ for our fighting fund. As you know, we sent you strike pay from
t,._ the time the strike started up to Christmas, on the understanding
~that money collected in Carlow for our *‘fighting fund’’ would be sent
- tous. Now, we find that this has not been done although you say in
- your letter that the money has been sent to us. - The best thing you
- can do is to see the local treasurers and get them to send us the
money, or if it has been sent on to some other source, to authorise
the parties sent it to to hand it over tous so-that we will be in a position
‘to forward you the week’s strike pay due.”’ (The Chairman of the
~ Carlow Trades Council kad remitted to the Joint Committee’s general
- fund the sum of £30 collected by the Council and £100 contributed

. by Mr. Michael Governey, a total of £r3o.) About the same time

similar letter had beem sent by Mr. M. J. O’Connor, General
‘Seeretary of the Automobile Union, to the branch secretary of his
Union in Castlebar, stating that ** strike pay, was sent on to some of
men there only on the uncerstanding that all moneys collected
d be sent on direct to him, and asking that this money be paid
to them before they sent on any more strike pay. ‘At a meeting
n Tralee; held December 29, at which Mr. M. J. O’Connor,
Secretary of the Union, spoke at some length, the following resolu-
tion was moved, seconded and adopted :—

“ That this public meeting of the people of Tralee strongly
protest against the Motor Permtts Order-as being tyrannical,
undemocratic and unnecessary approves of the action
taken by the I.A.D. and M. Umon, dvcommmdstothempport
: ofthepwpdeﬂne“ﬁghtmgﬁmd"openedbvthﬂ[)mon

Mr. O’'Connor, on being challenged by Mr. O’Brien to deny that

!d_aiud the resolution, did not reply. Time after time, following
he ﬁdthgﬂh&mm,ﬂwdﬁmof&ema
L by the Chairman’ md '!’uum to fur-




" Makers, Transport Union, Bakers, Drapers, and the National
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towns, leading the Committee to the conclusion that no accurate
information was available respecting the number of men receiving
strike pay- =~

CONFERENCE OF EXECUTIVES.

On January zoth a special conference representing the Execu-
tives of the following Unions was held: A.S.E., Automobile
Drivers, Stationary Engine Drivers, Toolmakers, Steam-engine

Executive, After full discussion of the situation it was decided

to call an aggregate meeting of the men on strike in Dublin,

and that a ballot be taken on the question of continuing the
strike or calling it of.  On February 2nd the JointCommittee
met, at which Messrs. Crosby and Magee attended, instead of
Messrs. Mitchell and Lacy, to represent the Automobile Drivers.
That meeting: made arrangements for taking a ballot on the =
following Friday. A further meeting of the committee was held
on the night of Thursday, February sth, to make final arrange-
ments for the meeting' on the following' day. Mr. Mitchell again
was not present, it being explained that he was still unwell.
Messrs. Lacy and Crosby -attended, and took an active part in
the discussion. It had been decided that only those members
who were actually on strike should be allowed to take part n
the ballot, and that only those who had cards of membership to
show should be allowed to enter the place of meeting. The
meeting was held on the following morning.  Prior to the opening
the members of the Automobile Drivers’ Union were very enthusi-

astic and demonstrative in their assertions that they “‘were not
downhearted’’; that they '‘ would not under any circumstances
apply for permits’’; and that they ‘‘would fight on until—as the
President had expressed it—they eat the stones.”’  The Chair-

bl

|

man of the meeting, Mr. Farren, stated the case as it. e

to him, and informed the members present that, in his opinion,

there was no sign and no likelihood of the Government with-
drawing the order. Much discussion ensued, chiefly having
reference to allegations against the Transport Union and .
Toolmakers’ Union of ‘* scabbing,’” of *‘ letting them down,””
and against the Joint Committee for faint-heartedness and um-
willingness to help the automobile men. After a long speech
by Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Foran attempted to reply. The first
sentence gave offence to the automobile drivers present, and they
refused to allow him to proceed unless he withdrew the term
45 h,” with which he had described Mr. Mitchell’s speech.
Mr. Foran refused to withdraw and resumed his seat. ter
some further charges and counter<charges had been made, the
question arose as to taking the ballot. ' The vociferously
refused to take the ballot and declared for a show of hands. The
show of hands was taken, when a large majority declared in
favour of continuing the strike, the minority refusing to vote by
show of hands on the grounds that the meeting was called for

%




was received by the Joint Committee subsequently, it is clear—

1. That on the Thursday instructions were given to the Auto-
mobile Drivers that they should vote in favour of con-
tinuing the strike.

2. That they should not allow a ballot to be taken,

3. That a considerable number of men who had not been
on strike, but had been kept on in employment, were
present at the meeting.

4. That cards of membership were issued specially for the
meeting, and that a large number of those present
were neither motor-drivers nor members of the Motor
Drivers’ Union, but were grocers’ assistants on strike.

5. That members of the Automobile Drivers’ Union collected
membership cards from those already in the hall with
the intention of taking these cards outside so as to
allow others to come in by showing them at the door.

No whisper of any negotiations with the Police Commissioner
. reached the Joint Committee. On the contrary, any suggestion
E! of accepting defeat had been met by the Motor men’s delegates

: 18
the specific purpose of taking a ballot. From information which

‘with utter implacability. Under no circumstances would the
Automobile Drivers’ Union allow its members to work under a
~ permit given by the police!  Judge, then, if you can, of the
- astonishment with which the Committee read the correspondence
- printed in the newspapers on Monday revealing the fact that,
‘while the Joint Committee was discussing the ta-kmg of a ballot
- ga ing before them the excuse for Mr. Mitchell's absence that
- he was unwell) the President and Secretary of the Automobile
~ Drivers’ Union were negotiating terms of surrender with the
- Chief Commissioner of Police.  The majority of the Joint Com-
~ mittee agreed with the view that a widespread or general strike
‘would lead to even more disastrous defeat for the whole move-
. ment than the defeat of the Automobile Drivers alone. They
- would have been prepared to accept an honourable defeat, having
- made a demonstration of protest, but they would net have con-
~ sidered for a moment an appeal to the police for a modification
‘of the Order to cloak their defeat, and, under the pretence that
they had won a valuable concession, hailed their humiliation as
victory !

It may be noted that the Automobile Drivers’ officials were in
pnference with the Commissioner of Police and Mr. Wayte on

w;mmwmipgprmrﬁothe aggre-

Mﬂt Hm'kin-'g Class Education.

 resolution this sub passed Drogh
mmﬁrﬁ:m:dmpmedz’;



19 :
of Congress.  The Committee considered that the work undertakmj'

by the Connolly Labour College accorded with the wishes of the

Congress, and recommended that the National Executive should

assist the Committee of the College in promoting this scheme of adult
working class education. It was decided to vote the sum of £25
towards the fund of that College for the current year. A permanent
Director of Studies has been appointed and a scheme set up fo
provide facilities for the study of economics, industrial history and
local government, and thefe has also been issued & series of lessons
on public speaking. These will be made available for classes in the
country, and it is hoped that full advantage will be taken of the
opportunities that the College is,providing. We commend the work
or the College to Trade Union branches and other working class
organisations.

Arrest and Deportation of Secretary.

About 1 a.m, on Wednesday, March 3rd, the house of our
Secretary, Alderman Wm. O'Brien, was visited by a company
of soldiers in charge of an officer, and, guided by a policeman,

. his house was searched, a number of papers: removed, and Mr.

O’Brien himself placed under arrest. He was taken to Mountjoy
Prison in a military waggon, where he was kept for a few
hours. ~ Early on Thursday morning he was deported to Worm-

wood Scrubbs Prison. No one was informed at the time of his
whereabouts, nor of the reasons for his arrest. The facts were

brought before the Parliamentary Committee of the British Trades

Union Congress, and to the Chairman of the British Parhamen-
tary Labour Party, in the following terms:—

Dublin, March sth, 1920.
1 have to inform you that about midnight, March 3rd, the
house of our Secretary, Mr. William O’Brien, was visited by a
company of soldiers, who placed him under arrest. His house

r

was searched and a number of papers removed. Mr. O’Brien

was taken away in a military waggon, since when neither his
mother or sister, with whom he lived, nor any other person, so
far'as we know, has been informed of his whereabouts. It is

reported in the Press that Mr. O’Brien was taken to England

early yesterday morning (Thursday), but of this we have no

confirmation. These are the bald facts. No charge of any kind
has been made, and none of his colleagues can think of an

gmsib!e justification, even from the point of view of the Briti %

uthorities, for Mr. O’Brien’s arrest and deportation. The oaly
gtmseswemnmakeatareasonare

-
)
3

1. That he is Secretary of the Irish Labour Party and Trades i

Union Congress, which has expressed strong views in
rﬁgwdtothemd:taqomupanmdlrﬁandby
m For these views the whole Executive, indeed

-4
0, e
wm'kmg class movement in Ireland, are eqnanyi
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2. That he is General Treasurer of, and one of the Execu-
tive Officers of the Irish Transport and General -
Workers' Union, which, as you know, is the most
powerful Trade Union oro'amsanon in Ireland, and
has consequently engendered the dislike of the anti-
Labour elements who incite the Castle to action.

3. That at the Municipal Election held in January, Mr.
O’'Brien was elected to the Dublin Corporation as an
Alderman, after having stated in his election literature
that he was in favour of establishing a Workers’
Republic in Ireland.

We cannot imagine any other reasons than these, if these
may be considered reasons, for our colleague’s arrest. We are
bringing those facts to your notice, not because there is anything
peculiar in the case—many cases equally inexplicable have
‘occurred during the last few months—but because his position
as a Trade Union official suggests to us that this is the beginning
‘of a new offensive on the part of the British Forces. = We make

no appeal for special consideration for Mr. O’Brien, and we make

ﬂo suggestion as to what action the British Labour movement -

ought to take to prevent the development of this new offensive
on the part of the Government and the troops which they control,
‘but we think that you have a special responsibility, as represent-
ing the organised workers of Great Britain.

;f_ With fraternal greetings,
E‘x I am, yours sincerely,
B For the National Executive,
3 THOMAS JOHNSON, Acting Sec.

- ."V"{

& :

After about three weeks’ imprisonment without any charge
Eﬂd no apparent reason why he should ever be released (seeing
‘that there was no reason for his arrest), Mr. O’Brien decided to
> upon Hunger Strike, insisting' that he should be either released
e or taken out dead. On the sixth day of his hunger strike
urgent messages were received from the Governor of the
saying' that Mr. O’Brien was dangerously ill. The Trea-

' m_ght to London to visit him.

ving' seen him in the prison, and realising the gravity of his'
they saw Messrs. Adamson and Henderson, Members
ent. Mr. Adamson put a question to the Prime Minister
g that M.r O’Brien shguld b:] released before it was
if neoessary ring him to trial on whatever
errsd tlnm Mr. Bonar Law, onbeha]f

, accompanied by Mr. Foran of the Transport Union, crossed .




2r L

<careful consideration to the subject, and they have definitely

decided that they will not release him, even though he should |

in consequence commit suicide by refusing to take food.” He |

further said that “‘the first duty of any Government is to protect

the lives of the citizens, and the Irish Government have taken
the responsibility of deciding that the arrest of this man was
necessary to carry out that object.””. Notwithstanding these state-
ments, owing to the pressure that was brought to bear upon the
Government by the Parliamentary Labour Party, and by Trade |

Union leaders outside, and the unwillingness of the Home Secre-
tary to be responsible for the death of Alderman O'Brien while
in his charge, and the fact that the Stockport election was to
take place next day, he was released from the prison on Friday
night, March 26th, and taken in an ambulance to a nursing' home.

‘STOCKPORT ELECTION.

During the time Mr. O’Brien was in prison a ! vacancy
occurred ‘in the Parliamentary constituency of Stockport. A
group of Irish workers, most of them active members of the
Labour Party in the district, approached the candidates of the

Unionists, the Liberal and the Labour Parties, to find out their

views upon the position in Ireland. They also waited upon
the Executive of the British Labour Party with ‘the same object.
Being dissatisfied with the answers they received, they decided

to name a candidate of their own, and, without consulting Mr.

O’Brien _or obtaining' his views, they nominated him for the

vacancy.  Your Executive announced publicly that Alderman
‘O’'Brien’s candidature was not with its consent and was decided

upon by the local Irish workers without consultation with this

Executive. The Stockport committee have explained that their ‘
purpose in carrying on the contest was to draw public attention

in the most effective way to the imprisonment of Mr. O’Brien,

and there is no doubt that the contest was an effective piece of

propaganda work. :
Three weeks after Mr. O’Brien’s removal to the nursing home

an offer of parolée was made on behalf of the Home Secretary,
on certain conditions. The following letter was thereupon pub-
lished in the London and Irish Press:

** Dear Sir,—It is now four weeks since the Government,
bowing to the demand of all decent people, decided to release

_ Alderman Wm, O’Brien from Wormwood Scrubbs and send him -

to a nursing home, to recover from the effects of his hunger

ke protest.

“ Tt will be remembered that Alderman O’Brien was taken
from his bed at midnig'ht by a military force, deported to England
‘the next morning, without charge or trial, and imprisoned in

Wormwood Scrubbs prison. - After waiting for a fortnight to

learn when he would be tried and on what charge, he resorted
to the only means
food. At the end of a week, the prison doctor and governoe,

of protest left to him, and refused to take
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: that his life was in danger, communicated with his
relatives in Dublin, calling upon them to cross the water to visit
him, as he was expected to die.
“ Members of the Labour Party in the House of Commbns
‘being informed of the state of affairs, backed by trade union
| colleagues who were not in the House of Commons, made
| strenuous efforts to avert the impending tragedy. When Mr.
¢ Adamson, leader of the Labour Party in the House, raised
. the question, Mr. Bonar Law, for the Prime Minister, replied
' as follows: ‘It is a fact that Alderman O'Brien has been
. arrested and deported for reasons which convince the Irish Gov-
-ernment that this action was necessary. He was, indeed, arrested
. on suspicion of being implicated in a murderous conspiracy which
- resulted in the deaths of so many loyal subjects of the Crown
in Ireland ’; and, in response to a supplementary question, he
. said—' The first duty of any Government is to protect the lives
~ of the citizens, and the Irish Government has taken the respon-
~ sibility of deciding that the arrest of this man was necessary to
(:m-y out that object.’

Parole Demanded,

¢ Mr. O’Brien was released, as before said, to a nursing
home. He has how recovered, and is threatened with re-incar-
_ geration in Wormwood Scrubbs Prison; but, knowing that
mr 'edlately on his re-arrest he would resume the bunger strike,
‘there is some hesitation being shown. Theéy have offered ‘to
* Alderman O'Brien that he might go to reside with friends in
1lutmdn.ﬂ on condition that he gives a written parole in the follow-
(ing terms—namely

¢ ¢ 1, William O’ Bm:m undertake on my honour, if re-
leased rfmm custody, to ta.ke no part in politics, either
directly or indirectly, and undertake to reside at and
: to return to Wormwood Scrubbs if asked to do so.’
- ‘' Of course, such a proposal could not be accepted by Alder-
- man O'Brien, and the alternative, if the Government plans are
- carried out, is that he shall be re-arrested and. taken to Worm-
wood Scrubbs. The hunger strike will then be resumed, followed
&al-:lease, presumably, to a nursing home, ad infinitum.  For
is no more reason why he should ever be released than
wa.s for his original arrest. :

- No Part in Politics. : :
Iiut wlmt nball we. 5:{:{ a Government who offer parde

is ‘suspected of being implicated
T wacy and whose arrest was necessary to
: of loy: ’b,mofmemmmzmanu We
for our ¢ ’s arrest and



23

ally known, Alderman O'Brien is treasurer and one of the chief
executive offcers of the Irish Transport and General Workers'
Union, He is also secretary of the Irish Labour Party and
Trade Union Congress. These organisations have done much
within the last year or two to put fear in the hearis of the
upholders of the present political and social system enthroned in |
Ireland. They have many enemies among the frequenters of
the Kildare Street Club, the real seat of Government in Ireland.
It was to keep Alderman (’Brien out of politics and out of
trade union activities that his deportation was arranged for.

call to English Workers. .

““ We are bringing' this statement to the notice of the work-
ing class public of Great Britain, and we ask them, in the name
of organised labour in Ireland, to make a united demand that
our colleague — and with him every other Irish prisoner now
interned—shall be forthwith released, and if that demand is not
acceded to at once that militant working class action shall be

resorted to.
“ THOMAS JOHNSON,
+ ** Acting Secretary, Irish Labour Party."
13 API'H 26, 1920-" |

Notwithsta.ndiuﬁaall our efforts, the Secretary was not released
until the 6th of , nine weeks after his arrest. -

Amalgamation of Unions,

In accordance with the instructions of Congress, a sub-committes
was appointed, consisting of the Chairman, with Messrs. O’Lehane,
Johnson, O'Farrell, O’Shannon and O’Brien, to consider a report
on the general lines of a scheme or schemes with a view to submitting
them to the consideration of a Special Congress. Several meetings
of this Committee took place, but its work was interrupted by the
frequent illness and subsequent death of Mr.-O’Lehane, who was
instrumental in having the resolution passed by Congress.  Other
urgent calls upon the activities of the members of the Committee
prevented the completion of their work. The matter has not by any
means been passed over. Meetings have been held between represen-
tatives of the unions engaged in the distributive trades, and the basis
of a scheme has been laid before them with a view to amalgamation
of the distributive trades unions. We append to this report a copy.
of the scheme outlined, but would intimate that the prevailing opinion
is that any such schemes of amalgamation should form a part of and =
~lead up to a larger scheme of general amalgamation of all the unions
on a strictly industrial basis, with one central general executive.
‘The Committee recommends that this should be the objective of the

j—lh e
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incoming Committee when continuing the enquiries.
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s Food Control.
~ A deputation from the National Executive waited upon the Depart-
“ment of Agriculture in November to ascertain what was their policy in
“zespect to (1) the Cost of Living and price control ; (2) the Profiteer-
‘ing Act; (3) Tillage Orders; (4) Flax cu!twatxon (5) Minimum
~wage for agricultural labourers. Resolutions on ‘each of these
subjects were passed at the last Congress. The deputa{ion consisted
of Messrs. O'Lehane, Dawson Gordon, Johnson and O’Brien. Mr.
- Johnson made the opening statement, and the members of the deputa-
tion explained the views of the Congress and Labour Party respecting
the food shortage and the need for the conservation of Ireland’s
supplies before allowing exportation, opposing the demand for
decontrol then being made by meychants, manufacturers and farmers
in_the expectation of higher prices. The deputation claimed that
‘there should be a control of prices fer Ireland, leaving the exportable
surplus to seek the best market; that the people of Ireland should
‘derive some definite advantage "from_their favoured position as a
‘country producing ample supplies of food. They: noted with- satis-
faction that an announcement had been made since the deputation
~was decided upon that the policy advocated by Congress of continuing
the Compulsory Tillage Order had been followed ; also that the
Department intended .to pursue its policy of restricting exports
‘whenever a shortage of any commodity was threatened. They pro-
‘tested against the low minimum rates being fixed by the _Agricultural
Wages d, contrasting them with those adopted in England,
:Wales and Scotland.

Mr. Gordon dealt especially with the figx cultivation problem,
*:mrg'mg that steps should be taken to encourage flax cultivation in
‘Southern and midland counties, and scientific methods both of culti-
vation and preparation for manufacture. He complained of the
‘insanitary and wasteful methods of scutching flax now in vogue in
Ulster, and advocated a central system of scutching. Mr. T. P.
Gill, Secretary. of the Department of  Agriculture, and Professor
Cmpbell in reply, said that most of the claims made by the deputa-
“tion had their hearty support ; that the Department was doing its
~utmost within the limits of its pewers and its financial raourcesmto
earry them into operation. They claimed with special pride that
“the Council of Agriculture being mainly composed of farmers, had,
fgn_ihthegmdmofthaDepmm freelya.gmedtotheproposa!
continue the 15 per cent. hlhgeowder They explained that the

ent hiad 1o authority P - Profiteering Act,
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decision was come to'in direct opposition to the advice of its
representatives in this country, of the farmers’ and merchan&b}i
organisations who, while favouring decontrol, considered the tunu_.,
chosen for removmg control inopportune, and despite repenteé-—
and definite warnings from the National Executive that decontrol
during a period of scarcity, would inevitably lead to_monopoly prm%
and would be actively opposed by the workers of this country.
face of all warning decontrol took place. In anticipation of a rising
market both farmers and merchants withheld their supplies from the
public during the few weeks preceding decontrol. Immediately free
markets became available, prices bounded up rapidly till, within &
fortnight, bacon had reached over four shillings a pound and butter
four and sixpence. Conversations with Union officials had taken
place in respect to the action which should be taken in view of the
possibility of such a state of things arising. The Irish Council of
the National Union of Dock Workers passed resolutions favouring
an embargo on export of food, and decided to put same into opesa-
tion. The National Executive supported the action of the Dock
workers, and, following the two days’ strike (which will be dealt
with in another paragraph) issued a statement through the Press.
(It should be noted that in view of the possibility that home markets
had been denuded of supplies as a consequence of the two days
stoppage, it was decided as a precautionary measure, that no exports
of food should be allowed, pending inquiry as to the state of the
markets, )

The statement as pubhdbed reads as follows :—

“ April 15th, 1920.

FOOD BONTRI:II..

““ The National Executive of the Labour Party has considered the
position in regard to food supplies and has decided to give instruc-
tions that, beginning to-morrow (Friday) the embargo on the shipment
of food stuffs except butter, bacon and live pigs should be rmoved
for the present.

“ In regard to Cattle, the Labour Party Executive strongly urgas
upon representatives of the Agricultural Organlsanon Society on
behalf of the small farmers, and the Irish Farmers’ Union on behalf
of the large farmers, to meet representatives of the agricultural
labourers, h north and south of Ireland, forthepurposeot‘
devising a scheme of future control. Orgamsed workers in general |
are determined to make every effort within their power tobrmg abont
a reduction in the cost of living, especially in so far as affects those
food commodities which are produced ahundantly in Ireland. We
md&tthtkﬁtbedﬁyofahaemmedmmﬂetmgﬁg
agriculture to organise their industry so as to provide the people
TIreland with food at a reasonable price.

“ LOCAL COMMITTEES. -
4 At a date to be fixed in the near future it will be o
‘take action to prevent the export of cattle and agricultural :



wmtil prices are reduced to a sum within the reach of the working

e necessity of taking immediate steps to.come together and make
rangements for a proper organisation of the industry so far as it
affects the trade within Ireland. It is our intention to call for local
‘ecommittees to be appointed immediately in every town to regulate
the shipment of produce from their area in such a manner as to
ensure that the requirements of that locality shall be provided fer
at maximum prices to be fixed.

- ““In respect to potatoes, the total quantity at present in Ireland
is sufficient to allow of large exports. This exportable surplus is.
| ‘entirely in the northern counties. With so large a quantity in excess
| of home requirements, we consider that the present pnce is
| unjustifiable, and that shipment should be prohibited until prices
| are teduced to a reasonable level in Irish towns. Representatives of
. the railways, docks and other workers in all northern ports should
. meet and make arrangements for regulating the local retail price.

‘* HOME DEMAND FIRST. '
““ It is necessary that the export of bacon and live pigs should be
enhrely prohibited until further notice.  Irish bacon-curers have
every facility for the killing and curing of zll pork now in the
country. Supplies are short, and it is necessary that both prices and
exports should be cwt'mlled Curers and merchants are asked to
"make arrangements for the distribution and sale within Ireland of all
‘bacon they handle.

- “ Butter also should be retained in Ireland until the home demand
 satisfied. _While the shortage continues creameries and butter
actors will need to make arrangements to supply Irish markets alone,
d prices should be brought down to not exceeding 3s. per pound

4

'NO WISH TO ACT UNFAIRLY.
“ We desire it to be thoroughly understood that in taking this
drastic action we have no wish to act unfairly towards any legntunate
ish interest. We wish to insist firmly, however, that the time has
arrived, and the country must understand that zhe Zrish workers claim
otection from that brand of profiteering which follows the marke?
rrespective of the people’s meeds; and that some advantage should
‘accrue to the people of this country from the favourable agricultural
position they occupy.
T Famers in particular, merchants, shopkeepers, and the public
even in their own interests, co-operate in this
cﬁerttbput ashpdwfthefperpetualrmemht‘hecou ?’{hving‘
mmquent demand for further increases in wa
oy - THOMAS Fm, Chairman.
Tuo:us Jornson, Amxg Smmry s

m&ﬂb"'

classes. We, therefore, urge upon the organisations above named .




firms made public announcement that they would cease the purcbmf_
and curing of pigs and that they would close down their factories.
The following communication (which, although intended for the bacon
trade particularly was applicable to industries in general) was tham-

upon published throughout the press in the form of :— .

‘““ AN OPEN LETTER TO THE IRISH BACON CURERS, DEALERS
AND FEEDERS. )
““ Gentlemen,—It is not practicable to address you individually on
the sub]ect of bacon supplies and prices, therefore we seek the per-
mission of the newspapers to address you collectively.
You are hurt by the action of the Labour Party in declining any
longer to assist in the export of pigs or bacon from Ireland until.
prices to the Irish consumer are reduced to a reasonable level.
We have some sympathy with you in your vexation, knowing that
you rare not wholly responsible, or rather that your responsibility |
rests upon your failure to do your duty to the Irish public: possibly
through ignorance of what is that duty. E
But it was necessary for some one to take quick and decisive action.
Within two weeks retail prices had risen by no less than eightpence
per 1b., with the prospect or an additional fourpence per 1b., within |
a few days .
The workers of the country are in no mood for this. You and all
concerned have been warned many times within the past five years |
that the people will not stand by ‘and see home-produced food pass|
their doors, attracted by the magic lure of their richer neighbours.
On the first of the month the control was removed. Immediately
a rush of speculators forced up prices. Irish traders jeined in the |
seramble ; the consuming public pays the penalty. P2
Ahlstoryofmesada s would record that, not the swine of Gadara,
but the swine traders of Ireland became ““ possessed ?’ and rushed |
headlong to destruction ! '
Do we love our ‘‘ sister nation '’ so intensely that we must cacfpnn 2
to her every whim w:thout demur, and addpt our tastes and habits
to suit every variation in her statesmen's minds ?
We have said in extenuation of your failure to prevent extortion
that you may be ignorant of the duties you have imposed upon. |
yourselves.

‘“YOUR DUTY TO YOUR COUNTRY.”
We shall explain our meaning. You have assumed the respon-
sibility of providing bacon for the Irish people. You chose this
duty voluntarily, and the people hitherto have accepted you at you
own valuation ; they have acquiesced without questioning your abil
T:gprovlde food of this particular kind is your dutv to vout A
thatmthesmceywromnﬁrydemandsofvoum ;'
capac:tv of merchants or traders. You have ignorantly and selfishly
'thmlghtthat your only consideration need be to buy cheap and
dear. Despite your political professions, of whatever brand,
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oonformed to the social philosophy of nineteenth-cent
ster, ‘“ Every man for himself and the devil take the hin

The workers are now making an attempt—by shock tdctics if you
ill—to arouse you to a semse of respomsibility, and, either by co-
perating with you, or, if you fail, by acting without your aid, to
proceed to erect a sounder social structure.

WO ALTERNATIVE-PROPOSITIONS.

- We lay before you two alternative propositions. 1

The first is that the bacon-curers and merchants, through their -

associations, the workers engaged in the bacon-curing industry, :

through their Trade Unions, and the breeders and feeders, through

‘the Agricultural Co-operative Societies, should meet immediately and

‘devise ways and means of governing the industry in Ireland, having :

@s the primary purpose to supply the Irish people with bacon at & .

;masmab]e price. -

- The organised Libour movement in general, including those

orkers engaged in transport, wﬂ] act as a safeguard for the interests

the consuming public.

The second and alternative pmpcas:tion is, that failing immediate {
by those engaged in the industry towards the regulation of -

es and conserving of supplm, the organised workers themselves

take the task in hands.

tgbmtmd to be qﬂ!te open in the matter and lay our cards upon
le

E COMMON INTEREST, 3

‘We do not recognise the right of the owners of bacon factories o

 withhold their premisés and machinery from use at their own dis- 5

n against the common interest. These material structures. have p

.bm!t, and adapted by the workers for a social purpose—i.z., =

e bacon for the people. If those who hold these things in tmst ',

- 130 fulfil their trust, the prople must relieve them of their trust.

have -available the workers and their experience, the killing

the curing staff, -the clerical staff. - We have the means .of

15t 'hutm within Ireland at our disposal, we have the co-operative

et of Great Britain for our surplus.

We shall enter at once into negotiation with the organised workers __

England, Scotland and Wales through their Wholesale Co-operative A

ies. They will be glad to provide the necessary finance to :

 Us to pay “for the pigs, knowing that after our home needs are |

o  will have a plgnuful supply for distribution to their
iben at a pﬂo& )mh':ch ba§ not. bean hﬁmﬂ%y




We shall take our chancé that the miners, railwaymen and dock
workers of industrial Britain would kick agamst the use of their
Government’s forces to prevent the development of a scheme which
would provide them with cheaper bacon ! R:

To our friends, the breeders and feeders of pigs, the small working
farmers, we would also add a word: '

No one who thinks on the subject will attach blame to you for
accepting the price that is thrown. at you for your pigs.  Your
function in the communal life is to produce food, and you are not
to ble blamed for the failure to organise the distribution of that feod
justly.

A REASONABLE PRICE.
We recognise you as fellow-workers, recompensed on a different
basis, it is true, but nevertheless you depend upon the expenditure of
personal effor-t for a livelihood as we do, not upon the exploitation
of other men’s labour, nor upon rents nor interest, nor upon profit
n exchange. =

Our proposals will ensure you a reasonable price for your pork.
You know from experience that excessively high prices do not promote -
healthy business, that when prices become abnormal breeding and
fceding quickly degenerates into mere gambling.

Your true interests will be best served by direct association with
the town workers, m}\'fhen your organisations, the oo—operauve-_ :
societies, enter into tr relations with the town workers, t h
their organisations, and act t er to control the export trade in
the goods you produce by vour ! from your lands, we shall have
{ound a way to the solution of many problems that ‘at present cofi-
front the nation. . : =

IMMEDIATE ACTION,

Together we can supply our fellow-»workms direct with our surplus’-‘
food, dispensing with the profiteer and the gombeenman. Together
we can obtain from the workers of other lands such goods as they
may have to spare which we may need, again without the intervention -
ot the profiteer. = Together we can build in Treland a social ordg’
based upon Lahour—the workers in agriculture, the workers in
icdustry, transport, and distribution, and those engaged in useful :
social service. Through this economic alliance we ean realise our .
political aspirations.

To revert to our previous argument, we say to curers, meu:hants,
ani feeders that immediate action is imperative. Our two proposia’-‘"
tions are before you. The first, if acted upon without delay, ma
savethenmtyimmradicalmw Theaecmd in
in reserve!”

For the National Execnnve of the Trish Labour Party aad Tuﬁé;

'Umc:ongma '?i

Taom Fm, € hairman.
Jomsm, Acting Secretary.”"
33 Imter Abbey Street, Dublin. .« . .

5
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CONFERENCE WITH FARMERS AND *MERCHANTS,

l
:: ' The result of this course of action was that conferences were held
. bacon-curers, and merchants at the offices of the Department of
Agnculture under the chairmanship of the Vice-President of the
~ Department, Mr. H. T. Barrie. As a result of these conferences
‘those engaged in the bacon trade agreed that of the stocks at that
time in their hands at least thirty per cent. should be ear-marked
for Irish consumption at the price ruling prior to the end of March—
that is to say, the control price—and that, after the existing stocks

were disposed of, the legitimate demand of the Irish consumers was °

to be supplied in full at not exceeding this price. An arrangement
was also agreed te by the representatives of the live pig exporters
that the number of pigs exported should not exceed the number
allowed under control—namely 17.5 per cent. of the total number
of pigs placed on the market. The effect of this arrangement was
~ to reduce the price of Irish bacon to the consumer within & week by
‘about one shilling a pound while allowing far a reasonable price ta
be paid to the feeder.
. The agreement to supply bacon at,.the control price, an average
. of areund 2/8 a Ib. was faithfully adhered to by the South of Ireland
~ curers until the North of Ireland curers, havmg broken their under-
- taking, entered into competition in the pig markets and forced the
7 “prices upwards. It is to the shame of the North of Ireland bacon-
“curers that they, having through their representatives given an
undertaking' to the Chairman of the Departure of Agriculture,
flagrantly violated that undertaking, and they were severely repri-
manded by Mr. Barrie for their conduct. —The question of
re-imposing the embargo was carefully considered, but in the
circumstances prevailing during the last two months connected
‘with the munitions hold-up, and the fact that bacon, even at 2/8,
is not an article of common consumption by ‘the workers, led
to decide against taking action for the present. ,
E In respect to the butter trade. An agreement was arrived at
~ that when the best quality butter became freely available at not
éxceeding 3/4 per 1b., no further restriction would be placed upon
; .~ ‘Certain machinery which had been in operation under
- the food control for the licensing of exports was adapted to
~ meet the temporary rquirements of the situation. After this
machinery had been working for a couple of weeks the market
e of butter in England fell to below the Irish average, and it

&

as we write, gneessauntopomttothe necessity for again
g compulsm to bear upon the butter trade, otherwise
~country will be left without butter during the winter. and
- . Prices are again mountmg and conferences are
mﬁthe‘ep'esentatwes the farmers to consider
' mw.&etaéentp' \ ,foruextmntcrsnet;ds
nahle : ictory assurance is at
SIS P - o

{1) with farmers, merchants and shippers of bacon, (2) with farmers,.

5 then unnecessary to continue the use of this licensing system..

mbythose

-
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whose duty to the country it is to provide butter, we shall advise
that the workers’ veto be again brought into operation.

FUTURE CONTROL.

. On this question of embargoes on exports your Executive
realise the dangers and difficulties which are involved in such
action being taken without a thorough understanding of all the
circumstances and the facts relating thereto. We consider that
there should be an authoritative body, properly equipped, having
expert advisers whose sole purpose shall be to safeguard the
common weal and to keep constant watch upon the supplies and
requirements of food and other necessaries. Tentative efforts
have been made towards the establishment of such a body—
unofficial, yet having the authority which the combined power
of agricultural producers and urban workers could wield,

We have made tentative proposals towards the establishment
of a National economic alliance between workers in agriculture
and workers in the towns, believing that if such could be
accomplished, this alliance of workers in agriculture and
workers in other industries would become the paramount
authority in this country. Unfortunately, up to the present, it
has not been possible to reach the small working farmer. The
larger and wealthier farmers who are employers of labour have
not been able to rid their minds of the obsession that their capital
entitles them to a specially privileged position in the community,
and gives them a right, apart from temporary social convenience,
to extract from the produce of labour a congiderable portion, in
perpetuity, apart from any Eeshm of services rendered. We
do not think it impossible that the small working farmer, who *
lives by the labour of his own hands, will come to see his
community of interest with the wagn-earner of the towns. Had
this fundamental principle been agreed to, it would have been
possible, we think, to enter into conference and to conduct nego-
tiations on equal terms as amongst men having identical interests.
Failing this agreement, however, we have consented to enter into
conference with the representatives of agricultural interests to
see if it is possible by agreement to provide for the needs of the
Irish people at reasonable prices. Into such a conference, of
course, we entered with the realisation that interests are in conflict
and that, while our first proposal suggested a unity of interests
as producers, under the second proposal we enter into a confer-
ence of contending interests as representing food consumers to
make the best bargain we can with food producers. i

Education Bill.

‘On the day following the introduction of the Education Bill,
the National Executive was sitting, and passed the followng
resolution unanimously, which was published in the Press :

“ We strongly protest against the administrative scheme



32
of the new Education Bill as being reactionary and bureau-
cratic, making mockery of the Irish people and their demand
for a genuinely National and democratic education system,
and giving all power to a British Government Department
congisting of two British politicians and one permanent
official, who may or not be an educationist, and depriving
the pop1ﬂar1y elected Local Councils of even the limited

i powers in educational affairs they at present possess. We

;=3 call upon all friends of education and democratic control to

{= oppose the Biil.

2 “ We protest against the delay in settling the long-standing
and much accentuated financial grievances of teachers, and
call upon the responsible authorities to take steps, indepen-
dent of the course of the new Education Bill, to remedy the
great hardships these public servants have to suffer.”

In. March last, Mr. O’Connell, General Secretary of the
National Teachers’ Organisation, waited upon the National
Executive as a deputatlon to explain fully the position that the
teachers had taken up in reference to the Bill. We replied to
~ the Teachers’* Executive assuring them of our confidence in their

_singleness of purpose in defence of the teachers’ interests, and

- pointed out that the ground of our opposition to the Bill was

. different from that of most of those who criticise the teachers’

. action.  We said :(—

““We do not object to local control or a local Education rate,

* though we think Education should be mainly a National charge.

. but we want the local control fo be genuine, not a pretence; we

~ want the teachers, through their organisations, and the parents

.~ »of the children, to have much more influence on the Educational

_ affairs than this Bill proposes to give.

- The Bill limits the powers of the Local Committee to carrying

out the orders of the Department, and compels the local authori-

ties to pay out of the rates for such schemes as the Department
imposes. The Local Committee is to comsist, in respect of half
~of its members, of persons nominated by the Lord Lieutenant,
and this Committee is to have charge of Technical Instruction.

At present the local Elected Authority has control of the local

administration. Under the Bill this control ceases,

The pro Council of Education again has only a shadow
oi popu!ar authorlty. It is too large to have Executive power,
~and is probably only intended to meet twice or thrice a year to
make representations and give advice on Educational affairs to
I,)qp_ubment. The Department, we all agree, means a single

me pumneutmember,with h:smﬂofpermanen‘t secre-

apurreéonorretarded aocordm,;tothe whims
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obtained except at the cost of the reactionary scheme of control, f?
then the country had better wait a little longer for the behefits,
and seek some other method of providing for the teachers, improv-
ing schools, and adapting the curriculum to Ireland’s ideals.”™
We have agreed to co-operate with the Teachers’ Organisation
in their effort to carry into effect the reselution of their annual
meeting to convene a Conference or committee representative of
bodies interested in Education, ‘“‘in order to frame a programme
or programmes in accordance with Irish ideals and conditions,
due regard heing given to local needs and views."'

International.

We received invitations from the Internationa] Secialist Bureau
to send delegates to an International Socialist Congress to be
held in Switzerland in February (afterwards postponed to August)
for the purpose of reviving or reconstructing the International,
commonly known now as the Second International, We decided
that, in the presént state of dis-organisation, while there exists
so mtich conflict of opinion within the Labour and Socialist parties
of the world respecting the constitution of any future Interna-
tional organ of the working class, its functions and its relations
with the various State Governments, the Trish Labour movement should
not enter into formal affiliation with the International Socialist =
Buresa : =

To remove some evident misunderstandings, it is desirable
to point out that sending the Irish Labour delegation to the Berne
conference did not involve affiliation te what is called the ‘““Second
International.”” That gathering, as explained in last year's
report, was a Special Conference, attended by delegates from
National Labour and Socialist parties, whether or not they had

We helieve that if the benefits and impfwements. cannot be

been associated with the old International Bureau. That con- 5,
ference has failed in its avowed object of reuniting the Interna-
tional structure which the war had shattered. :

kil ,,

v

British Railway Strike, 1919.

In September, 1919, a general strike of railwiymen in Great -
Britain was declared. The National Executive issued a state-
ment for the Press announcing that general support would be
given to the railwaymen in their struggle, and a mass meeting
was called unller the auspices of the National Executive at the
Mansion House on October sth to arrange for the support of
the railwaymen. It had been decided by the jailwaymen's
organisations ‘that their purposes would not be served by cailing
~out the Irish railwaymen, wko had, nevertheless, declared -
themselves ready at any moment to answer the call to cease work.

meeting was a very successful one in point of numbers, and
very enthusiastic, but information was received during the course
of the meeting that a settlement had been arrived at between the
Government, the companies and the unions.

P
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| "* The Two Days’ General Strike.

In the beginning of April a large number of men, something
over a hundred, who had been arrested for political offences and
. were imprisoned in Mountjoy, had gone on hunger strike to
. enforce the compact that had been entered into, whereby political
. offenders would be dealt with as in a special category. The

- hunger strike of these one hundred men began on the sth April,
L*;';k;'-and by the 1oth their condition had become critical. = The
;-.,—’];.?Military Governor of Ireland, Lord French, had laid it down
~ definitely, in reply to appeals from certain of the visiting justices,
that he would make no relaxation in their treatment. ‘‘ They
- thad chosen to refuse food, and if they chose to die—well, let
‘them die !’
~ An urgent meeting of the Resident Committee was called by
! telegram for 10.30 on Monday morning, the 12th of April. The
Committee decided, in the grave circumstances then prevailing,
to issue a call to the workers throughout the country to make

solemn and decisive protest—swiftly and without warning—by
% . general stoppage of work. A Manifesto was immediately
| issued, and was on the streets in the evening papers at twelve
clock. Telegrams were sent all over the country conveying
decision of* the National Executive. The Manifestd was in

% To the Workers of Ireland :

““ You are called upon to act swiftly and suddenly to save
hundred dauntless men. At this hour their lives are hanging

thread in a Bastille. These men, for the greater part our

w workers and comrades in our Trade Unions, have been

bly taken from their homes and their families, and impri-

ned without charge; or, if charged, tried under exceptional

ws for alleged offences of a political character, in outrageous

ce of every canon of justice. :

* They are suspected of loving Ireland and hating her oppres-

: a heinous crime in the sight of tyrants; but one of which

eds of thousands of Irish workingmen and women proudly

. their gamilt. :
** No onextherefore, is guaranteed his freedom; no one dare
O t he or she is safe from molestation or can rely

v in Mountjoy, Wormwood Scrubbs
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their titled jailers venomously shriek, ‘ Let them die.’ 1
workers dare not allow this tragedy to come to pass. Verbal |
protests are vain. Resolutions, votes, constitutional practices, §
have been worn to shreds. They are cast aside as useless.
““ As Trade Unionists, we have only one weapon left —a
General Strike—a weapon that may be used hut seldom and only §
in times of supreme crises.
‘“* Such an occasion has now arisen. The call is urgent. §
There is no time to gather your delegates into conference. K i
‘‘ Therefore, we the undersigned, on behalf of the National
Executive, hereby call for a general stoppage of all work through-
out the country to-morrow (Tuesday), April 13th (with the
exception of those employed on newspapers, telegraph service,
baking' of bread, and essential food distribution, humanitarian
services, and necessary work amongst horses and cattle), in
protest against the barbarous treatment of the political prisoners,
and demanding their release. '
‘““Workers! Let your response to this sudden call be so §
unanimous as will impress the people of other lands with your
‘determination to put an end to tyranny and oppression. =
‘“ Irish workers, in the name of humanity, give a lead in
this, as you did in your fight against Conscription, -
‘‘ Signed on behalf of the National Executive,

“ THOMAS FARREN, Chairman, Ly

“ THOMAS JOHNSON, Acting Secretary. |

* 32 Lower Abbey Street, Dublin. =

‘“ April 12, 1920.

The following morning representatives of a number of unions §
met in the offices of the Labour Party, and those of them who |}
were members of unions having their headquarters in England i
sent the following statement to the London ‘* Daily Herald ' = §

:  CALL TO BRITAIN. ‘
*“To -the Workers of Britain *": Lo

*“We, the undersigned, members and officials of Trade}i
Unions, having their headquarters in Great Britain, send this}
message in the name of humanity and of labour solidarity 1o
our fellow-members in England, Scotland and Wales.

“ Your fellow-workers throughout Ireland have given
unanimous response to the call of their National Executive
-enter upon a General Strike in protest against the treatm
meted out by the Military Governor of this country to the I
gc:tt]ilcal prisoners, a hundred of whom are lying at the point

" ** The protest of Ireland’s workers, be it never so passionate,
will not be heeded by the Governors of this land, whom you,||
the workers of Britain, have allowed to wield authority over—{
an awthority without moral support, depending wholly uponj

T T e Y e =
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ce of arms—(at this moment of \mtmg. military aeroplanes
. hovering, menacingly, over the crowds in Dublin streets% :
=2 You, too," workers of Britain, must speak in the only lan-
juage that will be heard; speak and act instantly!

““If you have the spirit of freemen, prove it now! If yﬂu
lave hearts to feel, show what you are made of this very day!
[ you would do one act that will forever bind the workers of
ﬂfmse countries together indissolubly, not resolutely and deter-
ninedly within the hour you read this message!!

“THOMAS MacPARTLIN, Amalgamated Society of
Carpenters and Joiners.

“]. J. REDMOND, Amalgamated Society of Engineers,
“CHARLES P. KELLY, Union of Pest Office Waorkers.

e “ THOMAS BOYLE, National Union of Vehicle
e Builders.

g = “MICHAEL SOMERVILLE, Amalga.mafted Somel:x gi
i Carpenters and Joiners. :

8 “SEAN M. O’'DUFFY, Flectoicn Tendes. Union:

“ CHARLES HEMPENSTALL, National Union of

Railwaymen, D. and S.E.
“M. F. O'FARRELL, do., Loco G.N.R.
 “WALTER WALSH, do., Broadstone.
¢ R. HENNESSY, do., Inchicore.
“]. KENNY, do._(No. 1).

“ WILLIAM DOYLE, Amal. Society Locomotive
: Enginemen and Firemen.

Enginemen and Firemen.
“ E. O'CARROLL, Railway Clerks’ Assmatmn
*AWILLIAM DAVIN, do. :
“ JOHN O’\'EILL “Amalgamated Tramway Wo.r'kers
“ THOMAS CASEY, do.

*THOMAS JOHNSON, National Union Shop Ass:st
% ants and Acting Secretary Irssh Labour Party
and Trade Umon Congress

“THOMAS O'REILLY, Amal. Society L-oconmve
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the organisation of the food‘supply. Local Town Councils in
many towns handed over the use of the municipal buildings to
the Workers’ Committees.

 On the evening of the second day the news came that the
British authorities had capitulated. The strikers were released
and removed to the various hospitals in the city. On this news
becoming known, orders were given to the country that work
was to he resumed next morning, and this order was carried
out with the same faithfulness and unanimity as the call to cease
work had been obeyed.

British Labour Delega}:ién.

In January a delegation from the British® Parliamentary Labour
Party visited Ireland, with a view to enquiring at first hand into the
position of affairs.  After visiting Thurles, Cork, Limerick, and
Belfast, thev returned to Dublin and invited the members of the
National Executive to meet them at their hotel before returning to
London. In response to this invitation Messrs. Farren, O’Lehane,
McPartlin, O’Farrell, Daly, Johnson,, O'Brien and O'Shannon
waited upon the delegation—namely, Messrs. Henderson, Adam-
son, Smith, Wilson, and Parkinson. A full and frank dis-
cussion took place, in the course of which is was made quite
clear to the delegation that the vast majority of the workers in Ireland
were in full and compléete agreement with the National demand for
complete political freedom, and were prepared to take their share
i1 the building of the Irish State now in course of construction. Their
demand was that these building operations should be allowed to pro- -
ceed without interference by British armed forces, and that these
forces should be withdrawn immediately.

The Government of Ireland Bill.

On this subject a letter was received from Mr. H. S. Lindsay,
Secretary of the Labour Party, House of Commons, asking whether
the Trish Trade Union Congress would like the Party to move any
particular amendmerits to the Bill. We replied saying * that there
are no amendments which we could suggest to the present Partition
of Ireland Bill. In our view the Labour Party’s best policy would
be to ignore it as we shall probably do even when it becomes an Act.”

Trade Union Organization and Wages Movements.

The organization of the workers‘into the Trade Union movement
has proceeded steadily and, while we hear of lapses here and there,
“taking the country as a whole, each month adds to the total number
of organised workers. A
. In most trades there have been advances gained in the rates of
Wages : in many. reductions gained in hours of lubour, and in some
a” valuable agreement has been arrived at with employers, whereby
j Workers shall be” granted a yearly holiday’ of a week or fortnight
with pey. - DS =y : 2

-
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B The prices of household commodities have continued to advance,
. so that the advance in money wages has been largely, if not
‘altogether nullified. In the Spring of the year an inquiry was made
to test the validity of the Board of Trade réturns on the cost of
~ living in their application to Ireland. The result of this inquiry
- showed us that at a time when the Board of Trade schedule showed
an advance of 135 per cent. over pre-war prices on the average
workman’s consumption of foodstuffs, the advance of foodstuffs in
Irish towns was 175 per cent. !

Arbitration in Trades Disputes.

A very considerable number of disputes have been settled during
the year, after reference to arbitration. In two or three towns
Conciliation Boards have been established for the purpose of settling
- disputes before a strike or lock-out takes place. We appreciate the
= sfforts of these gentlemen who have worked so hard in these directions.
£ We do not wish to detract in any way from the value of either con-
oiliation or arbitration boards, but we think it desirable to direct &
~ warning against any proposal 10 make arbitration in trade disputes
i_' compulsory. The work of the Conciliation Boards will prove most
~ effective when there is no binding promise from either employers or
. employed to go before such a board. The fact that it exists and
. is available to the parties will be sufficient. In cases suitable for
~ arbitration, the name of the arbitrator should be agreed upon by both
~ parties, each side willingly referring the case to him. Any attempt

 on the part of any Government authorities to compel Trade Unionists
1o submit their disputes to arbitration must be vigorously resisted.

Report of Delegates to the Scottish Trades Union
Congress.

B Messrs, Foran and MacPartlin were selected at Drogheda
. to convey the greetings of the Irish Congress to their colleagues
~ in Scotland at the Congress to be held in April, 1920. It was
found that Mr. MacPartlin was not able to go to Scotland, and
~ the National Executive appointed the Treasurer, Mr. Thomas
Johnson, to attend in his place. The following is their report:
“We attended the twenty-third annual meeting of the Scottish
~ Trade Union Congress, which was held in Dunfermline on April
28, 29 and 3oth. It was the Jargest Congress yet held, and
~ the report of the Parliamentary Committee recorded the steady
wth in the power and influence of Trade Unionism throughout
"'_I'hetﬂsmssms over a wide field, and the
or some very interesting and
The a.thtude of the Congress towards Ireland
tlle quotation from the Chairman’s
resofution by the Conguss. :&;
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‘I believe,”" he said, ‘“‘that in the main the people on this
side of the Channel have not considered the conditions prevail-
ing at any time from any other standpoint than that of accept-
ing that Ireland must be governed, not as the Irish people
desire, but as a country forming part of the Empire, to be
ruled or governed from Westminster; while, on the other hand,
the majority of the Irish people have persistently demanded .
the fullest measure of freedom as a separate nationality.
With them nationhood is of first importance, and they believe
intensely that the principle of nationality is based in the
very foundation of human society, while Imperialism to them
means their subjection to rule from without. It is futile
to expect that time will change the attitude of the Irish
people.  The principle of nationhood grows stronger and
more virile as education and enlightenment has spread among’
them. The problem is, therefore, whether Britain shall
continue by compulsion to retain Ireland as part of, or that
Ireland chall be separated from, the United Kingdom. ~Labour
has decided that the principle of self-determination shall
apply to Ireland. The history of Ireland and the conditions
prevailing in that country prove conclusively that consent
by the governed is impossible, nor can Ireland be bound by
force to the United Kingdom; therefore, self-determination
must mean separation. Britain would then be no worse off,
for the political connection does not create trade and
economic relations between the countries. Trade is carried
on as with any other country.”

The Congress resolution, which had but one dissentient, reads
as follows : :

‘“ This Congress views with alarm the present grave
position in Ireland, where every demand of the people for
freedom is met by military repression. The Congress ex- .
presses its opinion that the only solution of the Irish problem
is the granting of self-determination to the Irish people; to
whom it expresses.its sympathy in their struggle for free-
dom; and further demands that the engine of repression—
namely, the Army of Occupation—shall be withdrawn from
Ireland, and that the popularly elected representatives of
the Irish people shall be made responsible for keeping order
and making laws for the government of their country.”

. Probably. the most significant event of the Congress was the
discussion and decision on the question of the manufacture and
sale of intoxicating liquors. The five years’ period of notice
had lapsed. A vote is to be taken this year in each locality
throughout Scotland for (1) the continuance of the present licens-
ing system; (2) a reduction of licenses; (3) a public ownership;
(4) total prohibition. The discussion, therefore, was not of an
academic character. It had reference to practical issues. A

v ?i
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solution was put forward on behalf of the Parliamentary Com-
ittee favouring: public ownership and control of the liquor
affic. To this an amendment was moved by the Glasgow
‘rades Council, saying :

‘“ That this Congress is of opinion that the total pro-
hibition of the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquor
as a beverage would be of great advantage to the workers of
this country.” ,

- a most excellent debate, and some speeches of a very high
' order were delivered, a vote was taken, when 110 voted for pro-
~ hibition and 74 for public ownership. A further resolution,
. strongly urging upon all Trade Unionists to vote for ‘‘No

icense,”” under the Temperance (Scotland) Act, was carried by
102 agamst 40.

-

Our general impression of the Congress was that the debates
ere good; the speakers were generally masters of their subjects;
t the idea seemed to prevail over the minds of the delegates
t if they would persist in meeting and passmgl resolutions
eir demands would some time be given effece to. "In this wise

felt that their Congress differed from similar meetings in
d — where the spedkers all seem to be conscious of the
that resolutions demanding this, that, or the other, were of
‘effect unless they indicated a resolve on the part of the people
-erned to act for themselves, >

~ We were received with great friendliness and cordiality, as
esenting the Irish workers, with many expressions of hope
r our success and envy for the militant, self-sacrificing spirit .
our people.

 The Congress appointed Councilor E. Shmwell of the Glas-
Trades Concil, and Councillor James Hood, of the Scottish
s, @s fraternal delegates to the Insh Congress

THOMAS FORAN.
“THOMAS JOHNSON.

Al
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Munitions of War.

Immediately following the refusal of the London dockers to ship
mumitions of war to Poland, a steamer arrived in Dublin containir';g: 5
a cargo of military equipment, including military motor wagons. The
Dublin dock workers refused to discharge shis cargo, and the work
was done by the military themselves. A few days later the same
steamer brought a cargo to Kingstown, which again had to be dis-
charged by the military, The railwaymen at Kingstown refused to
work a train until it was proved that there were no munitions of war
i the trucks.  About this time a circular letter was received by the
branches of the National Union of Railwaymen containing a copy =
of the resolution passed by the Executive Committee of that organisa-
tion. The resolution read as follows :— :

** That, having regard {o the false statements on the important
questions as to International relations as made by Bonar Law
. in the House of Commons concerning the Allies’ policy with
regard to Russia, and the ohvious futility of the League of
Nations ; this Executive Committee, being convinced that the
policy of Poland is being carried out at the behest of the Capi-
talist Nations of Europe, féel compelled ¥ recognise that in
order to render humane service to' the people of all countrics, the =
action of the dockers in refusing o load the * Jolly |
is worthy of practical support. =~ . 3
“We, therefore, instruct our members o refuse to handle an,
material which is intended to'assist Polund against the Russia
people.”’ ' :
This resolution was cordially approved by the Irish railwaymepu?"
Acting in accord with its spirit and interpreting it as eqt.ll,l!{
applicable to Ireland, the members of the National Union of .Rm
waymen employed at the Londoh and Nerth Western - Railw:
steamers, North Wall, Dublin, refused to assist in the unloading o
certain packages containing arms, or to work on ’.the steamer under
an armed guard.  This action led to the dismissal of over four |
hundred men. ' :

Your Executive decided to send a delegation to London to interview
the officials of the various organisations of transport workers and
railwaymen, so as to find out what attitude they were likely to adopt _

‘respecting the shipment and the transport of munitions from.
‘England to Ireland. A conference of the Transport Workers' Fede.
ration being held at Southampton was availed of to put the case
“before the assembled delegates.  Boyond the advantage gained by
speaking to the delegates direct, no definite benefit was gained, no
promises given. The Chairman (Mr. H. Gosling) pointed out that
they had decided to call for a special Trade Union Congress to

=

i ing munitions of war for Poland and
10 leave the question in abeyance

p— %
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. Appeal for Funds.

- We decided to issue a public appeal for funds to support the

- dismissed men, and that the fullest possible support should be given

. by the Executive to the railwaymen and dock workers in their

~ strupgle. The following statement was issued on June gth and

~ published widely in the Press:— ;

- " The situation which has developed in respect of the refusal
on the part of the Irish workers to handle munitions of ‘war for

- the British Army of Occupation calls for the serious attention of
- the Irish people.
~ The men who work in the transport industries have laid it down
emphatically that they will not be parties to the attempted reconquest
of Ireland by British military forces. Railwaymen, dock workers,

- and carriers are quite fixed in this resolve, and they will be supported
- by the organised workers in every other industry.

Premier's Threats. :

i ‘“By the chances of circumstances it has happened that the rail-

~ waymen at the North Wall have been the first to be victimised in_
- this phase of the national struggle. Over 400 men have been locked

~ out of their work for nearly three weeks because they will not bind
- themselves to handle war material. The British Premier has uttered
threats, but these*men will not be cowed by a vain ‘‘ show of the
" tushes of power.”” They have sacrificed already nearly .£5,000 in_

{.’!'t?uu and this on behalf, not of themselves, but as the people of

Ireland as a whole. _

. ““The issue that is raised is, in our opinion, identical with the
assue that was fought to victory two years ago in the struggle of
the Irish Nation against conscription, Then it was sought to take
wour bodies and compel us to bear arms in a fight not of our choos- - -
“ing; now, they seek to compel us to become co-workers with
‘them in the destruction of our Nation.

At Least £1,000 a Week. :
““It is the imperative duty of every man and woman in Ireland to
~ rally to the support of the locked-out men. Their numbers may be
~ increased within a short time to any extent, according to the wisdom
~or folly of the British forces. For the present, however, our concern
as for the four hundred men, their wives and families. Funds must
~ be raised immediately to provide for their sustenance. Lock-out pay
from their Union, even were it granted, would be entirely inadequate
~in these days of 'hl'ﬁh prices, to provide even & pittance. ‘At least
1,000 a week wi beTned. Up to the present the general

blic have subscribed less than £xoo ! S
immediately the formation of local committees
el :
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Irish Workars' Answer.

«It should be made plain to all who profess and call themselves
Nationalists, Republicans, or Trade Unionists that if they do not
support the men who are bearing the brunt of this attack they lower
themselves to the level of those whom all condemn; who make pro-
fessions with their lips but hypocritically refuse to give effect to their
professions by their acts. i We should leave the glasshouse before
we cast a stone.”” Let us not éarn the taunt that Ireland, too, has
¢ Jet them down " !

‘'\We wish the country tounderstand clearly that the issue is knit.
King George of England, through the mouth of his Prime Minister,
says in effect that Irish dock workers and railwaymen, my subjects,
MUST do as they are bid, even though in the doing they become
traitors to. their own nation. 3

*“The Irish workers answer : Not all the armies of your Empire
can compel us to act the renegade. We refuse to assist you im
your war. We are MEN, not parts of an inanimate machine.

o »
eand b o o BN

The Galloper's Werds,

““Tq quote the words of the English Lord Chancellor : *The crisis
has called into existence one of those supreme issues of conscience
amid which the ordinary landmarks of permissible resistance to |
technical law are submerged. We shall not shrink from the conses |
quences of that view, not though the whole fabric of the Common- =
wealth be convulsed, and we shall tread the path of destiny, knowl ;
that whether it leads to freedom or disaster it is the only road whi
does not lead to dishonour.’

For the National Executive,
Tuomas Farren, Chairman. 3
. €. O'ConnoOR, Vice-Chairman-

Wa. O'BrieN, Secrefary. o
TroMAS JOHNSON, Treasurer and Acting-Secretary-

o e
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MR. LLOYD GEORGE AND THE RAILWAYMEN.

A meeting of delegates from Irish branches of the N.U.
Railwaymen and the Executive of that organisation was held
at Bristol-on June 16th and 17th. _ This meeting decided to
appoint a deputation to wait upon Mr. L

Following the publication of an official report of their inter=
view, we i following, dated June 2znd, 1920 :— <

«'The essence of Mr. Lloyd George’s long statement at his
meeting with the Irish railwaymen is contained in the last few
fines of the report of the interview—viz. : o

+ You ask us, the British Government, to recognise that
a body of men—dock - labourers, railwaymen, or any body

. of men—have a right to say that they will not carry what

the Government think to be absolutely necessary for its

~ * But, as long as the Government 1s there and, for the
S L P T FoE = 3 ] = -

.
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moment, the only Government there, then it must have
. everything which it thinks absolutely necessary in order to
- carry out its functions.”” . On this point he said:
o - ‘* We have really got to be absolutely adamant
~ And, having all the experience of five years' war in Eurnpc
- to build upon, having a stupendous reserve of war material at
eail they are prepared to use «all their might and power—their
machmquuns, armoured dars, aeroplanes, tanks and siege guns
- ~—to compel a simple railwayman and dock lahnurcr to do the
_thing he will not do!
~ Two years ago it was as British soldiers that Irishmen were
‘thought to be absolutely necessary to carry out this Government’s
functions. Irishmen said ‘“ No.”” To-day it is the labour power
~of railwaymen and dock \\'Drke!'a the Government thinks ‘‘abso-
al‘nn‘.dy necessary to carry out its essential functions.”  Railw ay-
men and dock workers again say ‘. No.” s
It bids fair to become a contest between the pla.m man’s will
ainst the might, majesty and power of an up-to-date barbarism.
he Prime Minister and the War Minister are evidently scheming
“to provoke social disturbance in Ireland. ~ They threaten to
- suspend Irish railway services, and are to manceuvre so that the
railway workers shall appear 16 be’ responsible for the consequent
distress.  Tory newspapers and eminent statesmen have been
for a week or two talking freely and quite gratuitously of a
general railway strike. -~ This has been dene to poison the air
so that the blame for the disturbance to commerce that will follow
~ Government action will be directed against the men. This is
~ in accordance with a well-worn® plan of British politicians, but
it won’t succeed on this occasion. There has been no talk
- about a general strike of railwaymen within the ranks of Irish
- labour. It is their enemies who have done this, seeking to
" ereate dissension in the country. ! It is the duty of Irish workers
,generaily to counter these schemes. We can defeat them by
3 p!ttmg our frankness against their chicanery; our will and wit
- against their numBers and material power. We must not allow
~ourselves to be provoked into precipitate action. Impulsive acts,
_hnwewr Justifiable, may prove to be unwise, unless impulse is
guided by thought. Our plans must be carefully considered with
due regard to all the probable consequences. Railwaymen and
k workers, supported the public generally, have resolved
> handle munitions.  Let them hold fast to that resolution—:
exceeding it. Do not play into the hands of our enemies.
- man leave his work until he personally is dismissed. 2
-- °s must always depend upon circumstances, and in this
i wise procedure is for the railwaymen to remain at work,

‘handle munitions. Labour, not d
. ::sn s e:.moy Genrge,
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Full consideration has been given to the.awful exam
the S.S. Leinster. In that case the British military auth
did not hesitate to sacrifice the lives of hundreds of civilia
through their use of a mail .and passenger steamer for the ca
veyance of troops.

But, having given full weight to this warning, we d(hl.ae tﬁn
for the present railwaymen cannot improve upon their first reso= ‘
lution—that is, not to handle munitions of war or drive special
troop trains. . To the general public we wish to say that if 1
‘threatened suspension of Irish railway servil:e becomes a reality
the responsibility must be borne by that ‘' Authority ™ which
wants to compel Irish workmen_ to become accomplices in ther |

Steps are being taken to cope with any emergency which
may arise.  If this new trial comes upon our people it will he
met and surmounted as other and greater evils have heen over-
‘come by -discipline, sacrifice and solidarity. -

On behalf of the National Executive,
~ THOMAS FARREN,; Chairman.
WILLIAM O'BRIEN, Secretary,
THOMAS JOHNSON, Treasurer and
i Tt i - Acting. Secretary.
32 Lower Abbey Street, o
Bublin, June z22nd, 1920, = i

‘Since that date public interest has been aroused, and the resm_‘z
to our appeal has been steady and generous. The struggle has spread
all over the country until tha number of men who have been dismissed
-approaches 1,500. It has been the policy of your Executive, after
~conferences with representatives of the dock workeré and railway
workers from all parts of the country, to avoid precipitating a general: 3
stoppage of railway services, We therefore resolved to advise the .'_
men against striking work out of sympathy with their dismissed
-comrades. We advised where a man was dismissed for refusing to
‘handle munitions or to wry( armed xﬁ t(hsoldjers or de%oif:)ébm his
leagues should not refuse to work, at, provi action-
e en removedy the work should be camedjun by
‘the staff. It was full ﬂ _"t'hat this was a reversal of the usual
‘policy in Innh Trﬁg% “disputes, but events have fully ]ustxﬁed
‘these tactics. T ‘military authorities have been clearly disappointed.
yd. Gborge ‘played for a general stoppage of the ra;lway
-;ystm 1o be bre about by the action of the workers and hmd
at the
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[ It was also found necessary to issue a definition of *‘ munitions
'&ﬁ' war,’”” and we decided that for the purposes of this struggle and

il developing circumstances called for a change, the articles not
w be handled were guns, ammunition for guns, bayonets, bombs,
‘aeroplanes, and such things obviously designed for the purpose of
-destm;mg life—that is,_killing materials of all kinds.

It is not necessary to enter into details respecting the course of this
struggle they are familiar to the majority of our affiliated member-
ship. It seems probable that by the time Congress meets the trouble
‘may have reached a crisis.
~ We are fully aware of the gravity of the issues involved in this
‘conflict. We are challenging not only the right of an Imperial
power to subjugate a smaill nation by armed force, but we are also
challenging the generally accepted conception of the relations between
‘employer and employed. Ranlw companies, backed by the Govern-
‘ment, contend that the workma.n s duty is simply to obey orders, to

i:'_,,

carry any materials that may be handed to him, irrespective of ‘the

‘use to which these materials may be put—in other words, that the
‘workman is part of a system, of a piece of machinery ; he is not a
responsible agent. The worker’s contention, on the other hand, is
that when he knows that he is being used for a purpose against
hich his soul revolts, he would be violating his conscience if he
yere 1o agree to be so used. This contention involves a claim that

: is a responsible human being—not a cog in =z

achine; that he is a conscious co-operator in the work in which
is engaged, and has a right to decide whether or not he will
articipate in the work according to whether its purpose is worthy
r degrading. Such 4 conception of industrial relations is doubt-
revolutionary—but it is the conception which shall prevail
1'he Irish Commonwealth of the future.

(Signed),

THOMAS FARREN, Chairman.
J. C. O'CONNOR, Vice-Chairman.
“THOS. MacPARTLIN.
J. T. O'FARRELL.
ROSE TIMMON,
CATHAL O’SHANNON.
LUKE % LARKIN. '
'-{fi‘{‘? Oﬂégnno
N. - v

EHON
'r c DALY..
L. J. DUFFY.
WILLIAM O'BRIEN, Secretary.
THOMAS JOHNSON,

_"'t_’..-

Trmurer and Actmg Secmary



- tive societies is sympathetic to such an idea. The obstacles in

APPENDIX TO N.E. REPORT.

Union -in the Distributive Trades.

(Suggestions Submitted to Joint Conference).

‘* Following the discussion at the Drogheda Congress, a
ntffiber of informal conferences have taken place respecting the
overlapping and competition for membership. by Unions catering
for workers in the distributive trades. Unfortunately, owmg', i
first to the illness and lamented death of our colleague, Mr. M.
J. O’Lehane, followed by the very great pressure of other matters -
requiring - immediate and close attention, it has not been faund
possible to call this conference together earlier. ‘

~** It is generally acknowledged by all concerned that the 5tate 1
of organisation amongst shop workers of all kinds is unsatis=
factory. There are still a very large number outside the ranks
of Trade Unionism, despite the existence of five or six competmgq
Unions.  And the competition between Unions tends towards
friction and waste, and consequent weakness for all concerned.

"* And the competition betweenr Unions tends towards friction
and waste, and consequent weakness for all concerned. -

““It is thought by the National Executive that the t:me is
opportune to make a serious attempt to remedy these evils by a ‘,.
bold- measure of unification.

** The distributive trades appear "especially - suitable for an
industrial form of organisation, and the feeling within the respec—

this industry are few, and such as there are can by a little effort
be overcome. -

‘* The following outline of a scheme is based on the success- i
ful experiment of the Iron and Steel Trades Confederation of
Great Britain. Io the iron and steel trades eight or ten Lmons |

and quarrelling five years sgo, after three years’

TR g -\J‘

- federation on this plan, are now amalgamated into one Union

{with over. mo,tlumembeﬂ: and £zso,ooo reserve) and nodmg
smoothly.

" We therefou 'submit for your consideration and dlscusslen
the foﬂm gmpoaals as the basis of a scheme of amalgamation, i

viz, :— ¢

[~

mt tllo various Trade Unions catering for shop workers g




“ 1. Combine in a close federation, to be called the Tedem-
tion of Distributive Trade Lmona.

The Federation should- consist of; in the first instance,
the Irish Drapers’ Assistants’ Association; the National
Amalgamated Union of Shop "\-a:.mt.mta the Irish
Grocers’ and Vintners' Assistants; and also a new
Union of Distributive Workers (to be deseribed later).
In addition to the foregoing, other Unions such as the

¢ Irish Clerical Workers, the Irish Transport Workers’
Union, and the Irish Women Workers' Union, which
have members working in distributive trades, shail
affiliate to the Federation such of their membership as
are working at these trades. _—

3- From and after a given date all organising work in con-
nection with distributive trades shall be undertaken by
the Federaticn. .Each of the affiliated societies shall
bind themselves not to make any new members or to
re-enter lapsed members. The Federation shall have
control of all organisers, shall conduct all wage move-
ments, and shall be responsible for sanctioning' strikes.

“* 4. The Federation shall be managed by an Executive Com-
mittee representative of each of thc affiliated societies.

“* = The permanent officials attached to the Trade Union
organising staff of the affiliated societies shall take
ofhece under the Federation, and shall receive salaries
not less than they iwere receiving at the time of the
transfer, and_such salary shall be guaranteed to each
officer so long: as he remains an officer of the Federa-
tion. No officer of the Federation who continues to-
hold a position in an affiliating society shall be paid a
salary for both positions.

- 6. Each affiliating society shall pay to an initial organising
fund of the Federation the sum of per member.
Thenceforward, and in addition to this, each affiliating
society will pay a proportionate share évery thrée
months of the expenditure of the Federation.

. Under -the Federation, separate sections of the tmde-—-
c.g., drapers, grocers, vintners, etc.—shall continue as
semi-auton us bodies, whose committees will be
-_ - responsible for adv:smg the Central Executive and’
zx initiating new proposals affecting thqu* sections. :
“8. The Central Executive .of the Federation will consist of
e~ :eprescntat:ves of the Executwes of the affiliated socie-
= ies.
20, Tl;: country will be divided into Divisional Areas, u?}hr
. Area under a Chief Divisional Officer. Acting wi
him _the wo\l]d_.hea Ceihmﬁtattm- :

o ﬁ v.-.'---'- .
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In each Divisional Area there would be branches uf
the Irish Drapers’ Assistants' Association, where such
exist at present; branches of the N.U. Shop Asﬁsn(
ants, where such exist at present; branches of the
Grocers’ and Vintners’, where such exist at present;
Distributive Trades sections of the Irish Transport
Union, where such exist at present; of the Irish Clerical
Workers' Union, where such exist at present. Also -
a branch of the New Union, divided into trade sections
(sce later clauses). FEach of the above will send re
sentatives to the Divisional Council, which will meet
periodically (c.a}. every three or six months) to discuss
general questions of policy affecting: -the division, and
make representations to the Central Executive. >

A smaller Consultative Committee, consisting. of one
member appointed by each Society (in the Dmsmn)
would act with the Divisional Officer—but this officer
would be responsible to and directed by the Ceotral
Executive.

FINANCE.--After the initial contribution of —— per
member from the Societies, the expenditure of the
Federation will be met by the payment each quarter =
%of a proportionate share from each Society, based on n%
its membership.

The TFederation will, in case of disputes, pay a sum 1
of —— per week.per man to supplement dispute pay
paid by the Unions, but only in cases where the dispute
has been sanctioned by the Central Executive. (Each
Society will be represented on the Central Executive,
which will control strikes). The sums so expended

w:...gr'

. out of the Central Fund will ‘be recovered (in the

quarterly seitlement) from the affiliated Societies mi
proportion to their mcmbershrp '

_THE NEW UNIOH -
~ 14 It is further proposed as an essential portion of the

schemeo that a New Union shall be formed, to be called
* The Union of Distributive Workers.’ It shall be the 2
obyect of this New Union—

{t) Ta enroll alt ngldstnbutlve workers at present un-

T, -.'l.h.

o
(2) To accept as transfers from existing Unions ail
~members who apply to be so transferred.

g 15 'l‘be New Union shall become a component unit in the
Federation

on equal térms with the existing Unions.

u@‘,m a:_r_ganlsers taken over by the Federation from the 2

Unions shall enrol in the New Union all neﬁ
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members, the existing Unions having agreed not' to
accept any new members or to re-enter lapsed members,

The New Union shall for the first year be managed
by the Central Committee of the Federation, and the
officers shall in the first instance be appointed by this
Committee.

“18. The New Union shall confine its activities to Trade
Union work, leaving for later consideration the ques-
= tion of providing Friendly Benefits.

19. Under the scheme it is intended that the New Union
shall continuously expand—first, through the enrolment
of distributive workers at present unorganised; and,
second, by the transfer from éxisting Societies of their
present membership. Existing Societies shall continue
to hold their members for benevolent purposes, and
will deal with the smaller questions that arise in con-
nection with individual grievances, but will transfer

; their urgamsmg activities and larger wage movements

; to the Federation. Ultimately, when the industry has

i been thoroughly organised, and the members of the

: various Unions become conyinced by concrete example

of the value of unification, it is expected that complete

amalgamation with the new Industrial Union will
ensue.”’

“I.
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Addendum to the National Executive Report.

Arising out of the demand in Great Britain that Trade
Unionists should refuse to handle munitions for Poland and for
Ireland, a special Trade Union Congress was held in London
on 13th July. At this Congress a resolution was moved by the
National Union of Railwaymen, and carried by a small majority,
in the following' terms :

“ That this Conference of British Trade Unionists is
satisfied that the present position in Ireland is such that
demands the immediate consideration of the whole trade
union movement, and does not warrant any section of the
workers being allowed to fight alone a battle for freedom.
The Conference is satisfied that the present state of Ireland
is due (1) to the denial of the British Government to recognise
the claim of the Irish people, expressed in a constitutional
way for many years; and (2) the failure of the British Govern-
ment to deal with those who defied all law and order and
supported open rebellion, and which has resulted in this
example being ® followed by others, with such disastrous
results.

*“ This Conference, therefore, in the name of the organ-
ised worker:h ofmeat Bnts:hn, calls for a truce between ﬁ,
parties, by the Irish people themselves using their power a
influence {o stop all murder and outrage, and by the Govern~

JIRERA Ty A

ment withdrawing the Army of Occupation. In the event :

of such a truce as suggested being arranged, the Govern-
ment to open forthwith an Irish Parliament, with fuil
Dominion powers in all Irish affairs, with adequate protec-
tion for the interests of minorities.”

A further resolution, moved by. the Miners’ Federation, was

carried by a much larger majority—viz. :

! ““That this Congress protests against the British military
domination of Ireland, and demands the withdrawal of all
British troops from that country, and demands the cessation
of the production of munitions of war destined to be used
against Ireland and Russia; and, in case the Government
refuses these demands, we recommend a general down-tools
policy, and call on all the trade unions here represented to
carry out this policy, each according to its own counstitution,
by taking a baliot of its members or otherwise.”

The Parliamentary Committee of the British Congress met
Mr. Lloyd George on Thursday, the z2nd July, to lay their case
before him. On Friday evening a telegram was received, con-
firmed by a letter received on Saturday, asking if representatives
of the National Executive would meet the Parliamentary Com-
mittee of the British Congress on Monday afterncon. The
Resident Committee decided in the circumstances that it was
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advisable to Accept this invitation so that misunderstandings
respecting our position should be removed. = Messrs. Farren.
(Chairman), MacPartlin, O’Shannon, O’Farrell, Johnson and
O'Brien, therefore, crossed to London and interviewed the British
Congress Parliamentary Committee on Monday afterncon, z6th
July. In the meantime the report of the interview between the
Parliamentary Committee and Mr. Lloyd George was published
in the  newspapers, from which it appeared that Mr. J. H.
Thomas, Chairman of that Committee and General Secretary of
the National Union of Railway men, had suggested that it mWht
be possible to ‘“ make a deal "' with the Irish Labour Party
which would lead to peace in Ireland. To prevent any mis-
understandings as to our purpose in visiting lLondon, before
meeting the Par[lamentan Committee we sent. the " following
statement through the London ‘‘Daily Herald” to the British
- Trade Union movement :

*“ Since leaving Ireland we have read the newspaper reports °
of the discussion between Mr. Lloyd George, Mr. Bonar Law
and Mr. J. H. Thomas, M.P., and before meeting the members
of the Parliamentary Committee we desire to make it clear to
our fellow workers in Great Britain that” we are not here to
‘make a deal” with Mr. Lloyd George or the British Government.

“ No Negotiations."
““ We were invited by the Parliamentary Committee of your
" Trades Union Congress to send- representatives to meet thenr.

- We readily acceded to their request as representatives of the-
- workers of one country to those of another. We feel that with
‘ your sense of responsibility for the acts of your capitalist
imperialist ernors it is but our duty to assist cour leaders
to form a nght judgment if we can.
“ But we wish to lay it down emphatically that we will not
mte; into any negotiations with your Government. That is not
~ omr business.

*“ The Irish people have elected, in accordance with rules set

'-' by the British Parliament itself, a body of representatives. These
duly authorised representatives have met and formulated the will
of their constituents, which in. successive elections has been
confirmed. They have appointed a committee to speak and act
their behalf. = All this has been done in conformity with, the
epted democratic pracfice, aad for the time being, we leave
o‘rgan the responsibility engagmg in dlplomam nego-

g T, “ I LI G. is Honest”
| your Prime Minister is honest when he says hq"\rﬁ

s ouly with responsible mganmed opinion, he knows
: ~will cancel his Proclamation sappmssmg'
them to discuss -

lu‘ o a5 4 u’.-u




“ Mr. Lloyd George,, Mr. J. H. Thomas and you all amji
deeply concernéd about the state of Ireland, the destruction of
life and property.  Irish Labour is asked to use its influence to
prevent crime and preserve order. 2 !

“ QOur reply is that you have arrogated to yourselves the right
and powér to do these things. You have sought to govern
without the consent of the governed. You are therefore debarred
from asking us to come to the assistance of your executive
officers.  Relinquish your authority, withdraw your forces, leave
to the Irish people the responsibility and power, and we shall
then show whether we can ‘deliver the goods.”

‘* Compact with Labeur.”

‘ While declining to *make a deal’ with your (overnment,
the Irish workers are willing to enter into a compact with the
British workers, whereby each side will engage to exercise its
utmost pressure, both industrial and political, within their respec-
tive spheres towards the honest application of the principles: for
which, your Government proposed to enter the war, and the spirit
of the conditions taid down by the President of the United States,
which led to the armistice. |

““We venture to adopt as our own the language of that
;Loquent gegtleman in his speech at Buckingham Palace, Decem-

r 28, 1918: :

A Wt? have used t words, all of us have used the great
words ‘Right' and ‘_Jgt?;:e}‘ ‘and now we are to ve whether
or not we understand thése words, and whether they are to be
applied to the particular settlements which must conclude this
war. And we must not only g_nderstand them, but we must *
have the courage to act upon our understanding.’

In the course of our interview, after outlining the events that
led up to the conference, Mr. Thomas made a s ion that
a joint deputation representing the two bodies might wait upon
Mr. Lloyd George. We thereupon made it quite clear and
definite that we would not discuss Irish political affairs with Mr.
Lloyd George, or any British Minister, either directly or indirectly.
While we were prepared to meet representatives of the British
workers at any time, we would not enter into negotiations with
the British Government. Mr. Thomas assured us that when
he spoke of “‘making a deal’- there was no smister intention.
In the course of further” discussion as to the possibilities of

between the two countries, we made it clear that when
wesme of the withdrawal of the Army of Occupation we did
not limit our demand to the withdrawal of the recently imported
active service troops, but all the armed forces of the British
Crown in Ireland. We informed them that the proposal, to
empower a specially elected representative assembly to draw’ up
a constitution d receive our support, provided it were guar-
anteed that such a constitution would be made operative without

- __--:y.-_l_.hiitgtions whatsoever and without reference to any British .au'
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E'mﬂ:}“l'tltv We agreed that if the chairman of such an assembly
. were nominated by the President of the United States, we would

- consider that a sufficient guarantee that’ its findings would not
~ be thwarted.

' The question of protection for minorities was raised, with
- special reference to the Ulster minority. We assured them that
~ all the power of organised Labour would be available to ensure
. freedom for the expression of the religious faith and political
~ opinion of minorities.

In reference to the demand for a cessation of war-like opera-’

" tions and the destruction of life and property, we pointed out

that it was the presence of British troops which was responsible.

- We were prepared to guarantee that the withdrawal of these

forces would be followed by peace and protection of life, and

~ offered that if all British troops and armed police were withdrawn

~from any area, say, the County of Cork, we would undertake

that order would be maintained in such area.

- Theva}ueoitinsdeputatlmprovedhobeofan tive

'c.haracter, fbut, nevertheless, of some importance. not
possible for Mr. Thomas to %lm the lmpress!on

;‘ﬁat Io:{iu .pnepmd to compromise the National demand

%r to make deals with the British Government behind the backs

Qf the elected representatives of the Irish people.

= (Signed),

“ THOMAS FARREN (Chairman).

“ THOMAS MacPARTLIN.

“CATHAL O’SHANNON.

“J. T. O'FARRELL.

“ WILLIAM O’BRIEN.

“ THOMAS JOHNSON."
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NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MEETINGS.—Attendances and Payments to end of June

Full Executive Dublin Resident Total Expenses
(12 Meetings) Committee— and rail fare
Name. 16 Meetings) as per soale, Other Mestings.
Present Ahsent sent A '

mm- Farren 12 b 16 L 2 mm..,":::mtn&“ Dundalk, Bray, Cork, gs y d'z
M, J. O'Lehane 6 -— 8 — -

J. T. O’Farrell 7 b 11 6 — . Lendon, Tullamors £ 2 610
T. C. Daly 7 5 12 4 -

Miss Timmon 13 -— 14 2 =

Wwm, O'Brien ... 9 8 10 ¢ pin Yoy

Thos. ,Johnlo;l PR L — 15 1 - Belfast, Cork, Lendon (3 journcys), Waterford, 81, WA
Thos. MacPardlin ... o 3 o 3 % g s Kilkenny, Carlow, Mullingar, Bray

L. J. Larkin 1 1 — = 281410 Waexford i 300
John Bohan ] 7 .- -~ 12 6 6

E. 0'Mahony 5 7 - e U2 110

Dawson Gordon 5 7 — - 11 8 §

J. 0. OConnor ... 10 2 — v~ 88 0 2

C. O Shanmon ... 8 4 8 8 18 3 London, Manchester . 1217 6

Py NUMEROUS OTHER SUB-COMMITTEE MEETI
] e 1 i. . i L . A _‘.‘h._,,,_- _.-.._. W Lbd L i G

NGS WERE HELD INVOLVING NO EXPENSE) =

SEl L L dbd it e i
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- STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS TO 30th JUNE, 1820. ,
 INCOME. . A EXPENDITURE.
. s £ 18,d, £ gd
v Toiitis 9;9 b dé Drogheda Congress Fxpenses:— . s
: ER 17 Auditors Fees and Expenses . 016 6
177 10 2 I . Congreds  Officials aml Com- I
nu;m-m ekived to/dute 450 18 0 ' R s Sl
1658 8 2 ll < Rent of Ha.ga Hire Tables, ote. ﬁ:! 1é G
Repotting: Congress 23 0
$00.°6.:0 LR tare ’ SRR |
55 T Pr:utmg .&ccolmf;s 343. 5 0
245 0 0 | Nowspaper . Advertisements unnpt- Wiy s
26 2 6 o " :
i 6 77 | h}ntznm.l’ Exen.twe Meetihgs 1] 107 6 1 J
| Other Meotings, Delegations, Tra-
! Jrelite Kxpenses, ete, a3 11 1
! tion (Scottish Con- 45 10t
S0 Sis 3 2
711 6 | m&fﬁ'ﬁ“‘ e Fund .. 3111 3
64 4 5 Motor Pmmt S’brlklg Fund-—-
} 249 0 0
R R
' rislh rt Union 2%
‘ .\uto Drivers’ TUnion ant 18010 0 3
i £680 4 4 .
Advertising aal Newsgpapers .., 40 0 0 N
! } Daputm ‘ao o cm, xpenses 22 17 0
7 Telegrams ... 2 8 5
" (e ] g
gt TV T I il a0 vy
i e ;. ; . iy DT
ﬁ’w H ¢
Miscellanéous enses, Meetings,
¢ hire Hau,mﬁoks, eto. 29 11 1
Labour  Research anm’bmsnt
! Affiliation 10 0 0O
| Share Expenses Berne Conference 1017 7
AT, . ' ' i | Reporting Special Congress T
/30 ) ) Motor Strike 717 0
I ) | ﬂul'mshmg Offices 64 9 7
R _ . Nent, Six Months ! é 26 0 0
Rt/ gt 2 | Connolly Labour College 2 00
it BN LR 3 ; oty 1 Bundiy | Office Expenses, Postfa.ge,
8 ! JRER A ] U ‘Telegrams, Statlonery 48 16 11
l Miss O'Keeffe—Typist and Cler‘k 60 0 0
| Thomas Johnson 0 305 0 0
: £ 100 PR £2142 9 3
Balance, Cash in hand ... 2 2ea
In Bank, 1.A.W.&, g DS
. .| In Bank, National Lo 38TV A
\ ’ ‘ £1737 16 4 '
| Less Cheques issued but not'cashed 1556 6 11 0
: l _ : —— 15890 0 45 NS
1k R d : _ 23121;8 =a"' T34 18 8 %
A = ;
J‘i ] AUﬂll’Oﬂ'& REPORT.

; We the undetsigned have eu.lnlpeﬂ the books of the Irish Labour Party and Trade Union Congress and certify that
the above Statement of Accounts is correct and in accordance with the books of the Congress. All'the items of Income
and BExpenditure were vouched. The books were well kept and receipts were produced in all eases. In view of the additional
work placed on the Treasurer during the past couple of months we consider a special word of praise is due to him for the

/manner in wluch the accounts were predented to us.

g - THOMAS O'DOHERTY (Derry), | i

7 : . OWEN HYNES (Dublin), f Auditors.

24tk July, 1920,

4
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LIMERICK STRIKE FUND.
. = £ s 4.
5 = 5 00O
g 312 6
veen Teachers ... 1 2 00
Association 76 ¥
Teachers (per Miss Cronin) % g g
it bora’ Teachers 3 5'0
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- .
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:_'- e REPORT

" . OF THE

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING

i OF THE

; Irish Labour Party and Trade Union . Gongressg
% CORK: 1920.

"FIRST DAY'S PROOEEDING&-—MM}!, August 2nd, 1920,

~ The twenty-sixth annual meeting of the Irish Labour Party and
Trade-}Umon Congress/was held in the City Hall, Cork, opening
on  Monday, Augu«t and, 1920, under the Pmsldem:) of Mr.
Thomas Farren, Chmrman of the National Executive. Those on:
the platform, in additidn to the members of the Nationsl Executive,
jere Very Rev. Dr. Thomas, O.S.F.C.; the Right Hon. the Lord
Mayor of Cork (Mr. T. MeSwaenng, TC), Aldm'man Liam de
e, M.P.; Professor O'Rahilly, T.C.; Messrs. B. M. Egan,
i OLea:) T.C.; Tadg Barry, Ald.; G. Nason, President
k ‘and District Trades Council ; JoH, Harty, Vice-President do. ;. -
fichael Hayes, Secretary do. ; R Day, T.C.; M. Egan, TC,
I'. Long, N. T E. Shinwell, G‘asgow and Shapurp Saklatvala,
lombay and London, Fratefnal Delegate of Workers” Welfate:
ue of India.

OFFICIAL REGEPTION.

jouncillor Barry M. Egan, on behalf of the Lord Mayor,
rporation of Cork and citizens extended to the delegates to
agress a very hearty welcome to Cork City.  The business on
they had come was of the most vital importance to the interests.
the country. The Corporation of Cork had shown itself in the
ront of their movement in so far as it laid down principles cf
es Uniopism withen their own area. It had laid down rules by
1 trades unionism would be fostered and helped in every way
the conduct of the business of the Corporation. He regretted
¢ much that Congress may bé deprived of the pleasure of an
ess of welcome by the Lord Mayor famself. The Lord Mayor
mpoftant appointment, and were it at all’ possible he would
them (applause). :
: " anbounced that the L(ml‘: Ma}wﬁm‘?ﬁﬁ_“_
et that”owing to Ttam usiness:
t he had asked Mr. Barry Egan and other members.
n to be present and act on his behalf.
R ‘f:mng.m the civic reception, smé | ek
bl n~ which ;ﬁiey lived were
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* He thought they would understand the reason for the informality of
the reception and also understand the necessary business that pre- e
vented the Lord Mavor from being present. The Lord Mayor was a = =
hard-working public servant in Cork, and the Mayoralty was no
longer a sinecure, for the circumstances of the times combined with
it a great number of other duties, some of which had taken: his
lordship to Dublin.  If the reception the members of the Corporation
and he extended to Congress were informal it was none the less
sincere.  One of the objects that had taken the Lord Mayor to Dublin
was the Oircac/ktas ; and in that connection he expressed the hope
that the time would come when the workers of Ireland, and the Gaelic

- League—all idealistic, cognate, movements—would be working in

mony, with the Labour movement and all such Irish movements.
Some persons charged the Labour movement with being materialistic.
But it is, perhaps, the greatest idealistic movement in Ireland ¥t
present.  They in Cork were idealistic too, and apart: from any
specific aims welcomed the Trades Union delegates as fellow-idealists
working for a common emancipation. The Labour Party relied

. Pprimarily on the will of the people to produce the moral force to
protest against physical compulsion. At the present moment were
they not all grateful for and proud of the fixed determination and
expression of the Trish railwaymen, and the dockers—and indeed the
whole Trish Labour movement—in standing up before the whole world
as'a protest, and a very effective one, and please God successful,
protest ‘against every form of physical compulsion and tyranny

_(applause). They all had a great deal in common, and those who

attacked the Labour Party as meterialistic, and applied to it a great

many othér bogey words, all had the sinister object of disrupting

the great unity of the movement. He believed in the principles of
the Trish Labour Party and did not want to' see it disrupted or broken
l.ip_. :

He hoped that the small movement started in Cork a few
YEArs ago'to nationalise the so-called National University would
stucceed, and that the institution would be brought intocloser touch -
with the democracy of the country. - As an educationalist he and
many like him were willing to give help to the Labour movement.

But why should he talk as an outsider. Brain workers had to work

fcﬁ_their living just as well as mannal workers and other workers.

The Labour movement in Ireland was founded on the rights of

humanity, on its dignity and natural rights. It protested against all

~ imquitous forms of society and would never consent to struggle with

- straight moral principles such as the English Labour party did when -

. they played false o Treland, thlked lip sympathy on self-determina-

- tion, and then went into the factories to make munitions and send =

~ armed miscreants over here. The Irish Labour Party could never *

- afford to ignore the straight moral question put to every man in the

- %ountry : Are you for or against the people of Ireland? The English

‘Labour Party” had not answered that question straight. The Irish

- arty self-determination, and when the time came
f their own country—in plain English when

Ca'sSt g ~+ 2
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they had an Irish Republ.c (4pplause)—for he believed Labour would
not suffer for its self-sacrifice and love of moral principles—and when
they had a democratic Republic controlled by the Irish people and
worked in the interests of the Irish people, the Irish Labour Party
would have the reward of having the one country in Europe with a
real, genuine economic and political democracy (loud applause).
Alderman de Roiste, T.D.E., Cork City, first spoke in Irish and
continued that he considered it a very high honour to participate in
= that reception to Congress. The workingmen of Ireland during the
A past five or six years had shown that they were the only democracy
5 in Europe that understood thoroughly what democracy was. Not
only that, but the working man in Ireland, the democratic people of
the country were animated with three greatest forces on earth—the
spirit of democracy, the spirit of nationality and the spirit of true
_religion (applause). In other countries the democratic forces were
separated oftentimes from national forces, were separated from the
forces of religion, but in Ireland these three forces were combined for
democracy, these three forces are invineible and unconquerable. The
power of the three forces was demonstrated when the country was
. faced with great crises, and they won. Recently they were again
~ faced with a great crisis and the workingmen faced the great power
~ of the military machine which is in the country. And they are
winning the greatest fight of all—the right to live in this country.
£ Ia that greatest fight while these three forces were combined they
would win. In that fight they were fighting on a national and demo-
cratic issue. They were fighting for the principles declared, during
the great war in Europe, by the Allies. The leaders of the Allied
forces declared that they were fighting for democracy, for the right
ot small nations, for civilisation and for everything that the people
of every country held dear. They knew by their action since the
war finished that they were hypocrites. But they in Ireland, and he
the working people in other countries, outside the country
Professor O'Rahilly spoke of, were fighting a fight, no matter the
force or“the power against them and they had got to win their fight
_ for democracy and nationality (applmse) The alternative was—if
i democratic forces did not win—the old system of militarism and
' «capitalism, crushing the workers in all countries. ‘It is hetter we
should die,” he declared amidst loud applause, ‘‘ than live under
that old system again.” The leaders of some of the military forces,
he continued, were again talking of democracy and peace in the
world. 'I‘hey could have peace at the Peace Conference if they acted
_ rightly or justly, or according to their own declarations, They again
;ww and talk of peace because the victorious army of the
eviki had beaten them (applause). T‘h? in Ireland were going
0 see that peace would be on the principles of democracy, nationality,
gh;enghtofthewoﬂrertohls share on the earth. These were
 principles Irish Labour men stood for, and if they went on as
- were going, with solidarity, sagacity and high ideals, and with
gth- and judgment with which they had been acting, no
- on earth could beat the Trish Labour

-
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movement. They saw what the capitalist and militarist forces and

the people behind it were doing in a corner of Ireland=—in Belfast—

separating the workers on side issues, the same as they separated men
-300 years ago. He did not know how far they would succeed, but
any Labour man who did not see the game afoot and would be led

s mmﬂ

astray by sectarian bigotry was a traitor to the Labour movement and

a fool for himself. Ireland was one of the most democratic countries
in Europe. The whole spirit, the tradition of its nationality was
democratic. They were still imbued with the true si)irit of demo-
crasy and looked forward to the day when they would have a real
democratic rule in the country. They were all working to that end,
and he trusted that the Labour organisations would continue to work
with the wisdom, courage and sagacity without fear of any military
machine until they had their own land and their own people ruling
in it (applause).

Very Rev. Dr. Thomas, O.5.F.C., Hon. President Cork and
District United Trades Council, said he had been honoured by his
friends of that Council with the commission to extend to Congress a
hearty welcome. Up to recent years little account was taken of such
assemblies as this, because the workers were regarded as a section of
the community whose interests were merely departmental, but the

~events of recent years have proved that the workers’ attitude is the -

pivot on which the State revolves, and that every other interest is
inseparably interwoven with theirs. New social conditions are bound
to emerge from the cauldron of disruption brought on the world by
the late war; the foundations of our present economic conditions are
being fearlessly scrutinised, and in certain guarters are scathingly,
denounced and condemned. It cannot be denied that the present
world-wide labour unrest evidences something seriously wrong in the
conditions governing social relations. A section of workers may at
any time grow restless from some cause for which there is a palpable

explanation, but all grades of workers of every nation cannot rebel

against their conditions unless the basic principles governing that
condition are seriously wrong. Who or what will right them?
...... The workers have made it clear that they are determined
1o alter the outlook of their ranks, and to make the world a brighter
and & happier place for those whose Iot it is to labour. I have
sufficient confidence in the sound judgment of the organised workers
of Ireland to believe that in their efforts to reconstruct society they
will keep in the forefront of their ideals the recognition of Christian
principles. These principles enshrine the charter of the highest and
broadest liberty that man can aspire to enjoy. They are the only,

effectual power that can defeat the enemies of human progress, for

they ‘enshrine the claim of all men to an equitable share in the good
~ gifts of nature. They strike at the root of the claim that prevails

- to-day too generally—that might should triumph over right; that
- bureaucracy should supersede the brotherhood of man, and that

- poverty and helplessness may be exploited lawfully for the aggrandise-
. ment of the more fortunate. ~ We are living in an atmosphere charged
~ With momentous possibilities for the welfare or ruin of the best

..
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mterests of humanity. That atmosphere necessitates clear, calm, and
unbiassed judgment based on recognition of Christian rights and
Christian principles, to solve the problems that confront you. You
are imbued with those prmcxples, and the future is safe in the hands

. of such men as you. Whilst extending to you cordial greetings of
~ welcome on behalf of “your brother Trade Unionists to our city, I
pray God's blessing and guidance on your deliberations, which will

be anxiously watched by all who récognise their social and national

tesponsibilities (applause).

Mr. George Nason, President of the Trades and Labour Ceuncil,

- extended a cordial welcome to the delegates. He assured them that

everything possible would be done by the Reception Committee to
make their visit to Cork a happy one. That afternoon they would
have a trip around the Harbuur He hoped that in the present
critical moment of the country’s history when their actions were
being closely watched, that nothing would be done that would not
benefit the workers, and that the results of their dehberations would
tend to the betterment of the Irish Labour Party (applause).
The Chairman anno that he had a letter. from Mr. Robert
Smillie expressing regret 'he was unable to attend. There were on
the platform fraternal delegates from the Scottish Trades Union Con-
gress and the"lnlﬂn Workers' League, who would at a later stage

/ :uku an oppummltg‘ greetings to the Congress. On behalf

of the delegates representatives of the citizens for

~ extending a welcome to ;be dees Union Congress to Cork. That

welcome had been extended on behalf of the Cork Corporation,
the citizens in general, and Cork District Trades Council.  He asked

_ Congress -to show its appreciation of the welcome.

The delegates all stood and loudly applauded.
‘The Lord Mayor of Cork entered at this stage and was
enthusiastically greeted Having addressed z few words in Irish, he

~ said he made a special effort to be there because he recognised the

of the work Congress had in hand, and he joined with

~ his fellow-representatives in the Council in extending to the delegates

a very hearty welcome to Cork. They did not recognise the con-

_ ference at all as a mere class assembly, but as a national conference,
- and recognised that in recent developments in Ireland a distinct

- bond of unity had been created amongst all Irishmen who were
hbaurm; for the welfare of an Irish Republic, and the Labour Party
y and representatives of Labour bodies had assisted in bring-
ihoq_t that bond of unity. He wished to acknowledge that and
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at present, constructive and otherwise (a laugh). It was very essen- -

tial that it should be understood that Ireland was doing an extra-
ordinary thing—carrying on a constructive movement in the country,
notwithstanding what the newspapers describe as a state of anarchy.
They had ‘achieved something that had not been done in any other
«country during the war which some people think is closed, but which
they knew with the ‘‘ protectors’’ of ‘law and order’ running
amok was very much alive still. It would give their enemies much
food for reflection to know that they were one for a Republic
(applause) and to defend it, for they were primarily charged with
the work of building up the future of Ireland. He believed they
would all give their whole attention to that work—consolidating the
work of the Republic and making Ireland the one country in Europe
where men would be happy to live.

The Chairman thanked the Lord Mayor for coming to greet them
at such great inconvenience. They in the Labour movement deeply
appreciated his attendance on the platform knowing as they did the
circumstances and the difficulties he had to arrive in time. It showed
that he was in thorough sympathy with the aspirations of the Irish
working classes (applause).

ELECTION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY.

The next business was the election of Assistant Secretary, and it
was formally moved and agreed that Mr. Michael Hayes, Sec. Cork
and District United Trades Council, be elected,

ELECTION OF TELLERS.

The election of Tellers was then proceeded with, and the following
‘were nominated :—Joseph O’Neill, Dublin; Miss Nora Connolly,
Dublin; D. R. Campbell, Belfast; T. Irvine, Belfast; Seumas
Byrne, Dublin ; M. O'Flanagan, Dublin; J. Hickey, Cork, and M.
Hill. Cork. :

Messrs. Campbell, Byrne and O’Flanagan withdrew, and a poll
resulted as follows:—M. Hill, 126 ; Joseph O’Neill, 110; Miss
Nora Connolly, 109; James Hickey, 65; T. Irvine, 54. Messrs.
Hill, O'Neill'and Miss Connolly were declared elected.

STANDING DRDERS COMMITTEE.

The following were nominated for the Standing Orders Com-
mittée :—Messrs. H. Dale, Dublin; D. Houston, fast; D. R.
Campbell, Belfast; J. Bermingham, Dublin; C. P. Kelly, Dublin ;
% Hickey, Cork; E. P. Hart ; M. O’Flanagan, Dublin ; E. Comber,

ublin ; M. Somerville, Dublin; W. Davin, Dublin ; Healy, Cork;
Jas. Slevin, and W. Keneally, Cork. _

Messrs. Hickey and Keneally withdrew, and a poll resulted as
follows :—Campbell, Ii’s; Bermingham, 113 ; Houston, 109 ; Davin,
91 ; Somerville, 83 ; O’Flanagan, 45; Hart, 23 ; Comber, 23 ; Slevin,
18; Kelly, 17; Dale, 13. Messrs. Campbell, Bermingham, Houston,
Davin and Somerville were accordingly elected.

: c



PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS,

The President said :—Before I address you I think it is
only fit that we should pay a mark of respect to one of our
comrades who has taken a very prominent part in the Labour
movement for many years, a man who was a member, up
to the time of his demise, of your National Executive. I
refer to the late Mr. M. J. O’Lehane, who did such yeoman
service for the Drapers’ Assistants of Ireland in endeavour-
ing to secure for them human conditions under which to
live.  Therefore I think it is only fit to pay a mark of
respect to our late colleague. I also desire to pay a mark
of respect from us, representing all the Trades Unions of
Ireland, to the people of Cork on the great loss they have
sustained in the brutal murder of the first citizen of Cork.
I ask you fellow-delegates to rise in your places as a mark
of respect to the memory of those two men.

This request was complied with, all Cougremen remaining
standing in impressive silence for a minute.
The President then delivered his address as follows :—

Fellow-delegates—My first duty is to thank you most sl.noeraly for
the great honour you have conferred upon me by electing me to the
highest position in the gift of the Trade Unionists of Ireland. It
is a position any man might well feel proud to occupy. I appreciate
the honour all the more because I am aware of my shortcomings and
that I do not possess the qualifications necessary to fill such an:
important position ; rather I believe you have honoured me in recog-

- nition of years of honest effort on behalf of the workers of Ireland.

It is wsual in the.Presidential address to review the position for

the preceding twelve months, and, to say the least, the twelve months

that have passed since the Congress last met in Drogheda will be
memorable in the history of the Trades Union movement in Ireland.
Events have taken place during that period which will remain as
landmarks in its history.  For the workers of Ireland, by their
spirit of self-sacrifice and the devotion to principle they dxspla»ed
have made the movement a power in the land which commands the

- tespect of all. And may I express the hope that you, fellow-
. delegates, will be zealous guardians of the honour of the Labour

'M that you will never allow irresponsible people to incite
~ you abmymrpower Remember, the position that Labour

- oceupies in Ireland to-day is the result of veats of toil and suffering,

_M has been made possible by the glorious sacrifice of James
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war of the workers has béen waged in the same way, but, I am glad
10 say, for nobler ideals. Heretofore all our energies were being
wasted in an endeavour to obtain increased wages, but most of us

have realised our efforts were futile, for increased wages meant
increased prices, and increased prices meant greater profits, and after

' .ali our sacrifice and suffering we find, instead of the workers enjoying

a better standard /of living, we have made the wealthy people more
wealthy. And $o as we have learnt our lesson let us profit by it. {
We must, at any cost, get out of the vicious circle. There is only
-one remedy : the abolition of the wage system, and the substitution
therefor of the control of industry by the workers, based on a system
of co-operation. The present capitalistic system, with its attending
evils—rents, interests and dividends, must be abolished before the
‘workers can secure economic freedom. Notwithstanding what the
‘‘ peace-makers '’ may do, there will never be peace in the world

/'until the system is destroyed which alone is responsible for having

brought civilisation to the state in which we find it to-day.

I have already said it is usual to review the position for the prece-
ding twelve months; but on this occasion, in order to properly
visualise the existing. state of affairs, it will be necessary to look

* further back.

It is but seven years since the Parliament of Labour last met in
Cork. What changes have taken place since then! Little did any
of us dream at that time that it would be possible the workers of
the world would allow the capitalists to bring such desolation and
misery on the people in order to satiate their greed. At the time
the Congress last met here, in 1913, the seeds of avarice which had
been sown were nearly ripe. They had then sown the seeds; they
are now rteaping the whirlwind. In their lust for wealth and power
they have created something over which they will weep tears of blood.

We are now in the second year since the armistice was signed, after
four and a half years of the most frightful carnage which the world
has ever known, and in which the flower of the manhood of Europe
was sacrificed—and for what? During the time the holocaust was
taking place we were told the war was waged to make the world
safe for democracy, for the freedom of small nations, and the war
ta end all wars. Fine phrases, no doubt, but in the light of after
events what blatant hypocrisy! Is the world safe for democracy
‘to-day? Are the principles of democracy being observed towards
the people of Russia? Rather has not there been a most relentless
_war waged against them. Has not every marauding band that could
be induced to wage war been supplied with an abundance of money
and equipment in an endeavour to defeat the Russian people? Thanks
to the splendid heroism of the great Russian people, all their efforts

- have failed. Why have the people of Russia to suffer all this |

misery? In & word, because they have put into operation in their
country the true principles of democracy : government by the people ;
hﬁmm;ythey have sounded the death-knell of capitalism, of govern-
ment by autocrats ; because they have destroyed a system of society
in wl_litbt—hereal't’by few have lived in indolence at the expense of

—
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the great mass of the people. God grant the workers of all countries

will strive to emulate the heroic deeds of our brothers in Russia

(applause). _-

And the war was to end all wars! Were thefe ever so many wars
al the same time in the history of the world as there are to-day,
__motwithstanding the fact that the peacemakers are nearly two years at
their job? The letting loose of the dogs of war was a simple job,
but the making of peace is not so easy, “for they are finding it hard
o agree over the division of the spoils.

And what of the League of Nations, under which we were promised
the Millennium, the instrument which was to settle all disputes
‘between the nations? How has it carried out its functions with
- zegard to the Adriatic? What action has its members taken to bring

that buccaneer, D’Annunzio, to account for resorting to force in

Fiume? And why was no action taken? Because it was done in

the interest of one of the countries Tepresented by the Big Four.

The thieves cannot afford to quarrel. 1 have mentioned the Big
- Four. Rather, I should have said, the Big Three, for one of the
quartette has already been repudiated by the elected representatives
- of his country for tﬁe ignominious betrayal of the fine principles he
- enunciated .in what are known as the Fourteen Points, What has
become of the doctrine of the freedom of ‘the seas? The principle
- was bartered for a night’s lodging in Buckingham Palace.
- Government by the consent of the gm-emedl‘ How has this fine
g pnncxple been honoured? -Our own dear land is a stnkmg example
~ of the negation of this doctrine. There is no necessity for entering
. into details regarding the remainder of the Fourteen Points; they
* all met the same fate.  President Wilson, had he remained true to
 the principles he enunciated, had an 0pportumt‘ to render a service
E: to humanity never before ﬁresented to any man in the history of the

- world, and he failed miserably. Had he insisted on the prmcaplas

Bem observed as he was in & position to do, his name would have

hem recorded in history as one of the world’s greatest men. His

fa:lm'e is largely to be attributed to the fact that his own hands

- were not clean, for he represented a system of government—a

~upltahst system—under which there is no freedom for the working

‘class; a tyranny which strikes down every man or woman who

‘attempts to rescue the workers from slavery ; a tyranny which has

claimed thousands of victims, which has filled its jails to overflowing,

among the number Eugene Debs, that grand old champwn of the

letariat, andﬂ:aose Lz;:st victin1 is James Larkin, who rendered
service to wor of ﬂ.ua oountry a Iause
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ing sections responsible to a central executive, In this connection
may I issue a mote of warning—this work cannot be done m =«
haphazard way to achieve the object in view. We must give the
matter very serious consideration, the best brains in the movement
must be devoted to the task, for we must build up a structure
that will be able to withstand all assaults that may be directed:
against it (hear, hear). .
The year that has just passed has been remarkable for the inces-
~ sant demand for increased wages from all workers owing to the
ever-increasing cost of living, and considering the nature of the
demands involving such numbers we were fairly free from industrial
disputes.

We had striking evidence during the year that the workers were
preparing to take direct action for something nobler and grander
than a few miserable shillings increase in wages.

Early in the year the motor drivers put up a gallant fight against
the imposition of a petty tyranny imposed by an alien government.

. Another movement was initiated by the dock workers, and was.
immediately backed by the National Executive who issued a manifesto
to all workers in the transport industry calling on them to refuse to
handle for export certain articles of food. Without hesitation the
railwaymen and dockers manfully responded. The embargo was
necessary owing to shameless profiteering on the part of the producers.
and manufacturers. Direct action in this matter was entirely success-
ful. The people who are alleged to govern this country were
unwilling to deal with profiteers. The workers by giving them a
taste of their power soon brought them to their senses, and when they
realised the workers meant business they displayed great anxiety to
come to an understanding. A curious coincidence is that the day on
which the first conference was held was the anniversary of the date-
0a which James Fintan Lalor in the year 1847 addressed the fol-
lowing words to the landlords of Ireland :— )
“ You are far less important to the people than the people are-
to you; you cannot act or stand" alone, but they can in the case
that has arisen; the main power is in their hands and’ little in.
yours '’ (applause).

And at the conferences which were held subsequently we made our
position quite elear that the principle we stood for was the same as
the doctrine preached by James Fintan Lalor in 1847 that ‘‘ the soil
of Ireland belongs of right to the entire people of Ireland, and is
the rightful property- not of one class but of the nation *’ (applause).

Last January, after a lapse.of six years, the workers were given

~an opportunity to test their strength at the polls when elections were-
. held for Municipal and Urban District Councils. 650 Labour can-
~ didates were nominated, and 364 purely Labour candidates were
- Teturned. In many districts Labour has secured a clear majority on
Couneils, -and is the second largest party in the country. In many
Councils Labour men have been elected Chairmen ; and in Wexford,
2 Labour man in the person of Richard Corish, A;Iﬁerman, has been
- elected Mayor (applause). -
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In this connection the position is unique. On former occasions

Labour men have been elected to the positions, but that was an act

of grace on the part of the political parties in power. On this
-occasion the positions were secured not as an act of grace but as a
result of the powers of Labour. The results of the elections are
certainly very encouraging, the most gratifying feature being that
Labour successes were not confined to any one portion of the country.

The workers North and South fully realise their responsibilities and
clearly demonstrated the awakening of class consciousness among the
workers of Ireland, and that they are willing to give their allegiance

to the Labour Party.

And now a word to the elected representatives. The future of

Labour is in your hands. On you, to a large extent, depends the
future of the political Labour movement in Ireland. You have got

to prove your fitness to govern. The social emancipation of the
workers largely depends on your efforts. You should use to the
fullest extent the power you possess, and where the welfare of the
-community is concerned let no red tape prevent you doing your duty.

If you have not the powers necessary then don't hesitate to take them.

I have dealt with the economic and social aspects of the situation.

Now we have to consider the most serious problem that confronts us.

From the political, or rather, I should say, the national point of

view, the position was never so serious. The country has been turned

into an armed camp. The soldiers of a foreign Power are billeted

4ll over the country with all the paraphernalia of war. The country

1s being governed by naked force, and in the attempt to carry on

t!ns system of government England’s army of oocupation has truly
= lived up to the reputation it has made for its brutal treatment of the
c people they are trying to keep in subjection. During the past four
3 years our people have suffered fartyrdom at the hands of the greatest
, tyrant in history, a tyrant whose empire was built on the mﬂrga and
spoliation of every unfortunate people who possessed anything worth
stealing and were not in a position to defend themselves. During
that period the acts of aggression committed against the Irish nation
are appalling, 75 people were murdered, 2,412 were deported. There
‘were 653 armed assaults on unarmed civilians, 26,000 raids on private
houses, 7,504 arrests, 2,194 sentences, 413 proclamations and suppres-
SI0ns, 53 newspapers were suppressed, 532 courtmartials, and in
addition several towns were sacked and property worth hundreds of
thousands of pounds destroyed. And all this suffering at the hands
::id one oflthetbedefendeu of small nations, of whom Connolly tmlg
d :—** In the name of liberty it hangs and imprisons patriots, an
- whilst calling high fieaven to witness its horror of militarism it sends
the shadow of its sword between countless millions and their hng‘:

: ' And why have our people had to endure all thi
vord, ‘the people of Ireland refuse to submit
days
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they want to live. How were their wishes met? Did we get *he
form of Government the people, by their votes, declared for?

When the elected representatives of the people met to endeavour
to put into operation the expressed will of the people the assembly
was declared illegal, and its members were arrested and gaoled without:
trial. Again, at a later stage, when the people in January last once:
more declared for the clean cut, the men who were honoured with
the confidence of the people were rounded up in the most brutal
ifashion and cast into jail without trial. In the offensive after the
January elections many Labour men were among the victims, includ--
ing William O'Brien and Cathal O’Shannon.

As a protest agaist this method of tyranny the men in jail resorted’

“to. the hunger-strike, and their efforts were supported with the full’

force of the Labour movement. If ever there was an occasion when
direct action for a political motive was justified it was then.  The-
lives of hundreds of the flower of our race were in danger. All
appeals on the ground of justice and humanity were unavailing..
Direct action was necessary, and the workers of Ireland did not
hesitate to apply the remedy. They may well feel proud of the
work accomplished, for they have made history, and have set a head-
line for the workers of other countries (applause).

Again, on the question of handling munitions to be used for their
own destruction, the workers are playing a'manly part, the railwaymen
bearing the brunt of the struggle. The issues involved are of
tremendous i tance; the situation needs very careful handling.
The loyalty of the-men is being put to a great test, but they are
responding magnificently—their discipline is wonderful. Let the
men be of good cheer. There is ample evidence the whole resources
of the country are behind them, for the people realise the importance
of the issues at stake. As I am writing these lines the battle is:
almost won ; Phe first issues on which the fight was started has been
acknowledged, and success has been achieved (applause).

At the present moment the position in Ireland is more than serious.
The existing conditions cannot continue for long. There most be a
change. We are up against our fate. There is no half-way house ;
it must be either complete independence or extermination. Lying
propaganda , will not succeed. Outrage mongering by people whose
hands are dripping with the blood of Amritsar will have no effect.

We are not prepared to sell our birthright for a mess of pottage.
There is no use in flying kites ; there is no chance of making a deal.
Irish Labour can neither be bought nor cajoled (applause).

We offer no apology for the things we have said, or the part we:
have played, for, in the words of James Connolly :—‘* The cause-
of Labour is the cause of Ireland ; the cause of Ireland is the cause
of Labour. They cannot be dissevered. Ireland seeks freedom.

. Labour seeks that an Treland free should be sole mistress of her own

destiny, supreme owner of all material things within and upon her-

-' ¥
- %0il.”" So be it (loud applause). 5
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VOTE OF THANKS.
Alderman Wm. O’Brien took the seecond chair and called on Mr.
- Irvine, Belfast, to propose a vote of thanks to the President for his
. -address.

Mr. Irvine—I have great pleasure in moving a vote of thanks to
the President for his very eloquent and beautiful address. They
had their political differences in the North but were staunch under -
the Labour banner. In the municipal elections they carried out the
contest on the straight Labour ticket and returned eleven candidates
in the city of Belfast (hear, hear). These facts proved that Labour
in Belfast was mindful of its duty and did it though it was in a more
difficult position than in the South. They were often told by
different classes how to cure the ills existing, but he would remind

. these people that Labour and Labour only will cure them, and

Labour was going to do it (applause). That was the only solution.

Labour will do it and must do it (renewed applause). He had great

pleasure in proposing the best thanks of Congress to the Chairman,

their President, for his very admirable address.
Mr. Clifford (Cork) seconded. He was sure the advice and
instruction contained in the address would be harkened to. They
bad reason to congratulate and be grateful to the President and
~ National Executive, a very able and competent body, for the manner

~in which they took charge of and guided the destinies of the Irish
Labour movement during the very trying period of the past twelve
months. >

The vote was passed with acclamation.

Alderman O’Brien—I have pleasure in conveying to you, Mr.
President, the hearty vote of thanks just passed.

The President—I deeply appreciate the vote of thanks, and let
me say that in the few words, the scattered thoughts 1 have put
- befaore you, I do not claim that they have any literary merit. This

much T do say: They are the honest convictions of a Labour man

~ {cheers).
STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE REPORT.

The Chairman Standing Orders Committee brought in the follow-
ing report :—The Standing Orders Committee bad before it the list
of substitutes for delegates names already sent in and makes the
following alterations to the printed lists :—Seumas O’Brien for T.
- M‘Namara, Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union; J. J.
- TFarrelly, Dublin Trades Council, for P. T. Daly; Vehicle Workers
~ —D. Burke for David Willix ; Trish Transport-and General Workers’
E Ulnon—-{) J. Husley for T. Murphy ; Drapers’ Society—F. Murphy

rumgoole. In addition to the supplemental list the fol-
Wbmsmrmmded for admission to Congress:—
Workers’ Council—W. Bland; Sligo Trades Council—
Epgmeers Union—]. J.. Redmmd P. F. M'Intyre;
ed Society of Carpenters and Joiners, Cork District—

Weldm and James Barry. :

Oamﬁmn recommended the admismn of ﬂme delm
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Congress then adjourned at 1.30 until 9.30 on Tuesday moming.

TRIP ROUND CORK HARBOUR.

At 2.30 p.m. the delegates went for a trip around Cork Harbour

on the invitation of the Reception Committee. The steamer

‘“ Ireland ' was chartered and 253 passengers boarded her as she

left St. Patrick’s Quay.  Music was supplied by the Cork Working-

men’s Brass and Reed Prize Band. The trip was thoroughly

~ enjoyable. The extensive Motor Tractor Works of Messrs. Ford

were seen to advantage as the steamer passed down the river by the

> beautiful wood walk, the Marino, on to Blackrock, out to Lough

Mahon. All places of interest were noted down the * sea avenue’’

to Cove, such as Glanmire Passage, Monkstown, Rushbrooke, etc.

From Cove, the steamer swinging out to the outer harbour, gave the:

visitors splendid opportunity to view the harbour from Roche’s Point.

On the return a call was made to Cove, refreshments being served

at the Queen’s Hotel. - The stay for two hours was occupied in a

visit to the magnificent Cathedral, St. Colmaun's, and the town

generally. The steamer berthed at Cork at g o'clock giving dele-

gates ample time to be within their hotels or residences before Curfew
hour—10 p.m.

SECOND DAY.—TUESDAY, AUGUST 3rd, 1920,

Congress resumed "at 9.30 a.m. under the chairmanship of the-
President (Mr. Thomas Farren). s

- REPORT OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE.

: At the sitting of the second Session Congress took up the con-
i sideration of the Report of the National éxecuﬁve for the year
1919-20, which had already been circulated. See pages 3 to.54.

The Chairman formajly moved the adoption of the Report.
On the reference to the death of Mr. M. J. O’Lehane, <
Councillor Daly (Dublin) said that as it was the first Congress
: since his lamented death he thought it only due to his memory that
an official instruction should be given their Secretary to convey the-
© sympathy of Congress to the relatives of the deceased. He moved

* & motion to this effect. S - :
~ _ The Chairman—On behalf of Congress and my own I have already
~ taken such action. It can be sent officially as from Congress. =L

2 - Daly raised a question. At last year’s Congress im
L eda, he said, there was a nomination on the list for the
- tion was struck out because of the fact that Jim Larkin was not a

On the 1 aph on the resignation of Mr, J. F. O’Farrell,
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delegate to Congress. Now, in the room of Mr. J. F. O'Farrell,
‘the National Executive had co-opted a gentleman named Mr. John
Bohan, for whom everyone had the greatest respect. ‘* But,"”’ he
'said, ‘‘ I must point out that Mr. Bohan was not a delegate to the
Jast Congress, and, if my recollection serves me right, I do not think
‘he is a delegate to this Congress. . I hold that what it was not in
the power of the Congress to do, it is not in the power of the National
Executive to do. There was an unwritten law during my connection
with Congress that in cases of resignation or death the man who
<comes next in order on the list of those nominated is invariably
co-opted. I want to know why that custom was not followed ; and
also why the Executive went outside the ladies and gentlemen com-
posing the delegates to co-opt a member of their body.

The Chairman—The delegates will remember that Mr. O’Farrell
was the nominee of the Irish National Teachers’ Organisation.
Unfortunately Mr. O’Farrell got into bad health and he found it
impossible to attend his duties. The Executive had some correspon-
dence with the Irish National Teachers’ Organisation on the matter
and had a communication from them to the effect that they, the
National Teachers, would be very glad if the National Executive
co-opted Mr. Bohan who was a member of their Executive. I don’t
agree for one moment with Mr. Daly that we were bound to take
the next on the list. Standing Orders are quite clear on the matter.
Paragraph No. 8 of the Constitution says: ‘“ In the case of death
-or resignation of any of the members the remaining members have
power to co-opt a successor.’”’” We believe, moreover, that we acted
in justice to the National Teachers’ Organisation ; and that we were
-entitled to give consideration to the views of their organisation. The
only reason we-co-opted Mr. Bohan was that it was the request of
the National Teachers’ Organisation and we were entitled to accede
to that request. ' ; -

Alderman O’Brien—In addition to the point mentioned by the
‘Chairman, and in reply to the suggestion that the runner-up is
invariably co-opted and should have been on this occasion, it is well
to know that for the election of National Executive last year there
were twelve candidates for the ten seats, and the two who were
unsuccessful were ineligible according to Constitution because one
represented the Cork Trades Council and a delegate from the Cork
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Mr. Bradley, Engineers—The explanation given from the platform
ought to be accepted by Congress (applause).

The Chairman said that Mr. O’Farrell belonged to the National
Teachers’ Executive which suggested and recommended the name of
Mr. Bohan to the National Executive as his successor. The National
Executive had no axe to grind in acceding to the request of the
Executive of the National Teachers’ Organisation to which the
retired member belonged ; and he believed they were justified and
did right in co-opting Mr. Bohan as a member of the National
Executive. :

The paragraph was then put and agreed.

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. -

On the paragraphs relating to Municipal Elections,

Councillor Daly (Dublin) said—I don’t know whether any delegates
to this Congress were delegates to the Conference held between the
National Executive and the representatives of the various Trades
Councils. If there were, I think it necessary to jog their memories
in connection with this part of the report which is inaccurate ; and
some suggestions made were not before the Conference and not
decided as laid down in the report. He drew particular attention
to the paragraph at the end of page 5 on the Housing question.
Before going further, it might be better if the minutes of the Con-
ference held on 24-25 October, 1919, were read and also the
resolution adopted at that Conference.

The Secretary having read the minutes of this Conference,

Councillor Daly asked if these minutes had been approved.

Chairman—To whom would they be submitted ?

Alderman O’Brien—Will Couneillor Daly tell us?

Councillor Daly held that at that Conference it was clearly enun-
ciated that on all questions affecting the election to Local Governing
Authorities the members of Trades Councils or Labour Party were
to be the party to have charge.of and to conduct the election. He
had not heard anything in the minute dealing with that ;
His recollection was borne out by his colleagues, and they reported
to the Dublin Trades Council that the Trades Councils and Labour
Parties as formerly were to have control in connection with the
selection of candidates, and the running of the elections. ** You,
Mr. Chairman,’”’ he went on, ‘‘ yesterday in your very admirable
address, alluded to the fact that there was only one place in Ireland
where they elected a Labour Mayor. No delegate had a right to
feel prouder of that than I do. gutifwehad all over the
the same solidarity with regard to Labour and the elections as there
was in Wexford we would have considerably more than one Labour

_ }J?w (hear, hear). I am convinced 1 am right on this point, and

eel this report is not correct, and that there has been a breach in
regard to the position of the Conference, and that has been covered
in some way in the report submitted to this Congress. This is the
first opportunity I have had of discussing the matter, and I take it
to dissent from its accuracy. =~
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Mr. MacPartlin—Will Mr. Daly tell us what does he dissent from.,
Or is this a popularity stunt? (applause).

Councillor Daly—VYou must not have been hstmmg I referred
to the fact that the second last paragraph on page 3 is incorrect.
Trades Councils were given the conduct of elections, the selection of
candidates for election, and other matters in connection with the
€lections, ;

Mr. MacPartlin—You deliberately charge that the minutes were
falsified ?

Councillor Daly—Precisely.

‘Mr. MacPartlin—There are a number of delegates from Trades
Councils here and they will be able to say whether those minutes are
false, or deliberately bolstered up to cover up the position. In
Dublin the Trades voted for Labour and won.

Councillor Logue—We take this opportunity of putting our views
a; far as the Dublin Trades Council is concerned before this Con-
gress. He held that the decision of the Special Conference in regard
to the Municipal Elections was departed from by very important
officials of the Labour movement in Ireland. But the decisions were
<arried out by the Dublin Trades Council, which as honoursble men
they were bound to do. But wheqg they sent forward official Labour
<andidates they were faced with candidates from a powerful Union
in Ireland, and some of them running on the Sinn Fein ticket and
others running as Labour men representing x powerful Union. Every
one that came to the special Conference had not afterwards the same
sad results to put before Congress as they had, for one man running
as official Labour from the Trades Council was faced by another
Labour man who poured all the poison of villification upon him and

said they were going to beat official Labour.

Mr. Foran—The Union referred to is a powerful Union, and if
we have power we have sense and wisdom, and we showed that in

. the Municipal Elections in Dublin. =~ We cut free from the con-

taminated and corrupt Trades Council of Dublin. The Transport
Union candidates stood as Labour men and pure Labour men and
were elected. Their records since in the Municipal Council and other
public bodies prove that they are the right kind of Labour men.
At any rate none of them have yet been repudiated by their own
Unions (cheers).

Mr. MacPartlin—While not attaching any importance to any par-
ticular party in Dublin at present, this Congress, repr
of all Ireland, maybeab}ebosetﬂethnwboledlﬁcuhy and give
mmmthel.abourmmt who is entitled to it his place.
’ﬁsaendmoﬁhempleambmmnldhemomudsforcqnw
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~Labour movement in Dublin about four years ago was the most

effective Labour body in Ireland, almost equal to the National
Executive. Every big movement for Labour in Ireland sprang from -
the Dublin Trades Council. Now it was not recognised by the real
workers in Dublin—they won’t recognise it under any circumstances.
There is the Transport Union: It refused to touch it, and other
Unions just as effective as the Transport refuse to touch it. I
think,’” he zdded, ** that there are in Cork, Waterford and Limerick
sufficient brains, on inquiring into the entire case, to arrange some
scheme of settlement. There ought to be one central authority in
Dublin independent of the National Executive, and I hope Congress
will be able to do something to reconstitute that central authority—
<entral Executive—in Dublin so that the workers can have confidence
in it and be able to give it whole-hearted support.

Chairman—I am going to rule this discussion raised by Mr.
MacPartlin out of order. This discussion about the Dublin Trades
Council is entirely out of order. We are dealing with the Report of
the National Executive in connection with Municipal Elections. The
internal affairs of the Dublin Trades Council are not our business.

Mr. Logue—Is it fair to the officers of the Dublin Trades Council
to let one man make charges and refuse a hearing to people defending
the Trades Council?

Chairman—1I did not think you were the whole of the Trades
Council. :

Mr. Logue—MacPartlin claims to speak for the workers of
Dublin.

Mr. Farrelly (Vice-President, Dublin Trades Council) said the
‘Council carried out the mandate of the special Conference. Labour;
irrespective of political parties, was the dictum. *‘ But men broke
from that mandate who were with us to the last, up to the morni
©of nominations,”” he continued. ‘‘ We stuck to the mandate, and -
carried out the instructions faithfully of Labour in the city of Dublin.
You have men on that Council who asserted that mandate but deserted
it, and now standing up to condemn our actions for carrying it out,
and telling us we are belonging to no body, that we are not worth
while dealing with.”” The candidates they got elected did not draw
on any second great power to secure election. They fought clean
and straight. *‘ And I want to tell this Congress,”’ he added, ‘‘ that
the difference between Labour in Dublin is just a matter of position
for the moment.’’ cEieesk e e

Mr. Nolan—1It is deplorable to see this disunity and division in
Trades Unionism in Dublin. It is perfectly true to say that the bulk
of the Dublin workers are not in sympathy with the Trades Council.
And it is certainly the fact that L candidates who contested
the Municipal Elections independently came to the Trades Council,
and did vote and take part in all the proceedings up to a few Qa%m
before the elections came off, and then they suddenly left, possibly
because their ori intention to subserve certain principles was
not compatible. It must be admitted Council did not uphold the

~ offcial party, but those in the minority represented a bigger section
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of workers. The majority was seventeen, and those who differed
went away and fought the official party up to the very last; and some
ot the actions were of a character no honourable-minded man on
either side could support. If they were to make Labour as all-
powerful as they desired in the country, the workers must have
toleration for each other. There can be something done to alleviate-
the position and bring peace amongst the workers of Dublin.

A Delegate—To a point of order. One delegate has been already
Euled out of order for discussing the affairs of Dublin Trades.
ouncil.

Chairman—I must say that Mr. Nolan dealt very successfully with'
the elections and Trades Council at the same time. I believe that
Mr. MacPartlin and Mr. Nolan are imbued with the right spirit and’
want to bring an end to an unpleasant state of affairs. But I must
say that is not going to be done in the discussion of the National
Executive Report.

Mr. O’ Flanagan—I would like to point out that the official Labour
party in Dublin in selecting some candidates was not above criticism.
With regard to men in the Labour movement in Dublin referred to-
as Sinn Fein members of the Corporation, I must ainly say that

h they had net any immediate identification with the work of
the Dublin Trades Council, but sirice they went into the Dublin:
Corporation on the Sinn Fein ticket their record is as clexn as any
other Labour party in it.

Mr. Bradley supported the paragraph and deprecated the obnoxious.
jpersonalities that members of Congress threw at each other. Dele-
gates to Congress should be above such and ought to base their

~ arguments on toleration and logic. The preamble in the Report on
- the Elections contained everything necessary and essential to bring
into operdtion a consolidated Labour Party.

The Mayor of Wexford said that something should be done to-

ing into existence a Labour Party in Dublin that would inspire
full confidence throughout the country, for the country always looked
for a lead to Dublin.

Mr. Houston, joining in this reqoest, said that when recently in
~ Dublin, on labour matters, he found that employers were placed in
2 very péor position compared with Belfast employers, because the-

former in existing conditions were allowed to fight out causes for-
~ the latter. The Labour movement in Dublin should lead and could
lead if there were unity amongst the Dublin workers themselves.
~ Mr. Meehan suggested that Standing Orders be suspended in order
_ that the question may be taken up and some machinery put in motion
"_'m mfr matters. x ' > =
~ Chairman—Any delegate can go to the Standing Orders Committee

e+
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‘TMPRISONMENT OF JAMES LARKIN.

In_ conjunction with the reference in Executive Report to
the Imprisonment of James Larkin, the following resolution
was taken :—*‘ That this Congress declares the arrest and
imprisonment of James Larkin, General Secretary of the
I.T. & G.W.U., and a former member of our National Executive,
in New York on a charge of criminal anarchy, to be a gross
-outrage on every principle of justice, a violation of individual

liberty, and of the right of freedom of opinion and freedom of

speech, a brutal and criminal act of class hatred, inspired by
ruthless and unscrupulous capitalism, an attack upon the rights
of the working-class as much in Ireland as in America; and that
we demand, in the name of just and fair dealing, and on behalf
-of the organised workers of Ireland, that the U.S. Government
release Larkin immediately. And we call upon the labour and
working-class organisations in America, and especially those of
Irish birth or descent, to use their power and influence to undo

this grave wrong."

Mr. Foran (Irish Transport and General Workers’ Union)

‘moving it, said that James Larkin was and always would be
the General Secretary of their Union. Some people, for their
-own ends, were trying their damndest to drag Jim Larkin and

‘others in the Union down, but anybody that knew anything about

‘the history of the Union and the men associated with Larkin
would immediately turn down that suggestion with the contempt
it deserved. But probably to newer people in the movement some
-explanation was necessary. ‘'I was,”’ he continued, '‘ the first
President of the Union, and am President up to now. (Applause).
‘When Jim Larkin was leaving Ireland he charged me with the
responsibility of not only looking after the Union, but of his wife
and family. And people who now oppaese us never put one foot
past the other to know how these people were treat: The
Union then could ill afford to send money away, but it sent half its

funds away to Jim Larkin to do the work he had done since he .

left Ireland. Some weeks ago Jim Larkin's son and himself
were refused passports to visit him in America by the represen-
“tative of the American Government in this country. * We,

he concluded, ‘‘ want the co-operation of every trade union and
labour organisation in Ireland to assist in bringing about the
speedy release and return of our general secretary. These are
-our only motives in putting down this resolution, and 1 am sure

-all trade unions will give us all the support and assistance that

“thegy can to bring about that happy result. (Applause).
hl@zlr. ‘Farrelly (Dublin) had great pleasure in seconding the reso-

Mr. Cathal O’Shannon, speaking in Irish, supported the reso- -

lution. He pointed out that the Government that ipresently held
in America was not the Bﬂt:sh Government.

in prison 1
“‘It is the United States Government. And it is up against

A
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the American Government that Larkin is now,’” he said. ‘ And
not because he was Jim Larkin or General Secreta.ry of the Umon,
but because, like Eugene Debs and hundreds and thousands of
other lahour men, Communists and Secialists, he took the work-
ingmen's part against the bosses. And it will be, T hope—it
should be—a warning and illustration to us workers in Ireland
that we have just as much to fear from the boosted democracy
of the United States Republic as we have from the old Empire
across the way. When we in Ireland talk about a free govern-
ment in Ireland, let it not be the kind of government that sends

Larkin and others like him to prison. But let it be the kind

of government that has no prisons for anybody except the people

| who put the Larkins in gaol. (Applause).

' Mr. McPartlin, as one who fought along with Larkin in other
and dangerous times, supportmg the resoiutlon, warned every
worker in Ireland to rise to strength and power on what they
themselves accomplished and not to be depending on the use of
of other men’s names to advance their own position, Men were

- doing their utmost to divide the workers in their forward fight
ior freedom. ** But we must,”” he said, * t for our own and
give of our best, as Larkin did. That is best way to help

. Larkin. Larkin left Ireland after a great fight, and the Union

| suffered a great deal in that fight. James Connolly took up the

- work, and though half the Union’s funds were sent away, he

- made that Union the great Union it is. And he did it on his

- own merits, and not on the use of the name of anybody else.

- Let us try and emulate James Connolly, and we will win for

- Larkin and win for the Labour movement." (Applause).

- The Chairman, putting the resolution and reference in National

f ~ Executive Report, which were adopted with acclamation, said

- he was associated with Jim' Larkin in the dark days, when every-

~ one's hand was against him, and he had but few followers who

~ stuck to him through thick and thin. The men who fought with

- = Larkin did so because they believed then, as it is now admitted,

~ that he was fighting for the emancipation of the working-class

~ people in this country, and fought for no other reason than that
they believed he was doing great work on behalf of the workers
~of Ireland. He agreed with Mr. MacPartlin that they should

~ not exploit the name or work of any other man. Let us all do
- a little bit. Few of us can be Jim Larkins. Let us be influenced

- by him and endeavour to do our work to the best of our ability

and to serve the class to we belong. This resolution is

down to call public atten to the manner in which ‘‘the

"-Itmng' Republic of America ' have treated a man who

nging to the working classes. ‘Larkin is imprisoned in

'lsemuse he tried t§ propagate there the ideas he incul-

the workers of Ireland; because he endeavoured to-

~ workers of America into line with the workers of
; _to ]

get them up off their knees and

g
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MOTOR PERMITS STRIKE.

On the references in National Executive Report to the Motor
Permits Strike, et
Mr. M. J. O'Connor (Automobile Drivers and Mechanics)
said that it was not merely a report on the issue, but a very
vindictive attack on his Union. = The strike, he continued, was
brought about by the Government seeking to make the motor
drivers get on their hands and knees to them for a permit to
drive a motor-car—permission from the Government to earn a
living. His Union, though small, decided to fight that, and
successfully, in so far as that the Order was modified, notwith-
standing the fact that they were told that the Government would
not alter a comma in it. The modifications secured were sub-
stantial, for a whole clause was struck out that sought to make
it law that if a permit was granted while in one employment
it should be immediately surrendered again if employment were
changed, and then another permit should be got. In regard
to the complaint as to the only communication received by the
National Executive from his Union respecting the intention of
the members to strike, and that at that particular time their |
President and Secretary were in London seeking an interview
with the Chief Secretary and the Parliamentary Labour Party, |
he said ““we went over to see the recognised Trades Union |
leaders of England, and did not- go to see the Chief Secretary; |
but on the recommendation of the Labour Party in England, |
and on'its advice a deputation was arranged, and we took that
advice and went to meet the Chief Secretary.}’ Regarding the
other Union—the Transport Workers—affected, it was set :
that it was impossible to reconcile the two methods by which the
two Unions decided to fight the strike. The National Executive |
thought the policy of the Transport was the wiser one, and the
motor drivers were advised accordingly. But at a special congress
in the Banba Hall the decision was that the decisions of the
Automobile Drivers’ Union was the proper one, and not the
decision of the Transport Union, . Some weeks afterwards Trades
Congress met again, but the attendance of 53 out of 250 delegates,
he believed, was a sufficiently. significant commentary on its
representative character. That Congress opened a strike fund,
but their Union (Automobile) had .previously opened their .own
fund, and it had been so well responded to by the public it was
~agreed to continue it. ‘' The moment that fund was opened
advertisements inserted on behalf of our funds were dropped, but
~had to be re-inserted after a period of two or three weeks when
we found that the fund opened by Congress was not being
.responded to as it should be, and some people believing that our
fund was dropped did not subscribe.. We adopted the self-pre-
‘servation order and re-advertised the fund to keep the strike
going. During the whole course of the fight and ever since
_we did not get one half-penny from the fund opened by the
Trades Congress; but I understand it was used to pay members

=
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of other Unions affected. 1 believe, as far as we are concerned,
for a'very good purpose.”” The statement on the resolution
passed at the meeting in Tralee, and the challenge of Mr. O’Connor
by Mr. O'Brien, was, he said, absolutely incorrect. The time
of that challenge was at a meeting in Liberty Hall in January,
when Mr. O'Brien took the resolution out of his pocket and
challenged me with drafting it. To say I did not reply is not
correct. 1 said I did not deny it or admit it. That is the
position I took up, and that is the position I take up now.

Alderman O'Brien—That is not so.

Mr. O’Connor—So you say.

Alderman O’Brien—Mr. O’Connor is deliberately twisting
what took place on that occasion. I knew Mr. O'Connor drafted
that resolution, and he was afraid to deny it.

Mr. O’Connor, continuing, referred to the Conference on
Jamuary 20th and the aggregate meeting called to decide whether
‘the strike should be continved or called off. He con-
tended there that it was the®™right of the men on strike
to decide whether or not the strike should be called off, if they
were to act democratically. Mr. Johnson objected, as he said
the time was too short to arrange to get the views of the men
in the mntg; and Mr. O’Brien objected, because, as he said,
in parts of country some men who were affected were not
long out on strike, and would therefore be in favour of continuing
at. Their Union answered that objection by saying that only
those branches that were in existence prior to the strike coming
into effect would get the right to vote. Mr. O'Brien agreed
with that resolution, and it went with the addendum. He denied
the accuracy of the following references in connection with the
aggregate meeting of strikers: (r) That on the Thursday in-

. structions were given to the Automobile Drivers that they should
vote in favour of continuing the strike. (2) That they should
not allow a ballot to be taken. (3) That a considerable number

~ of men who had not been on styike, but had  been kept on in
employment, were present at the meeting. (4) That cards of

_ n'x were issued specially for the meeting, and that a
large number of those present were neither motor-drivers nor
members of the Motor Drivers' Union, but were grocers' assis-
tants on strike. (5) That members of the Automobile Drivers’
Union collected membership cards from those already in the hall
with the intention of taking these cards outside so as to allow

- others to come in by showing them at the door. Statements in

~ these were incorrect. And on point No. 5 he had

- made inquiries, and it was not so. He was told, on the contrary,

- that members of the Transport Workers’ Union who were not

~ affected by the strike, and had no right to be there, were there.
~ ““The National Executive Report then goes on to say,’”” he con-

_ tinued : ** No whsiper of any negotiations with the Police Com-

- missioner.” That is a very serious implication, for it.means

- that we negotiated terms of surrender with the police. And it

. - »
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is a very remarkable thing that we find that expression in the
official organ of the Transport Workers, the ‘ Watchword of
Labour.””” He maintained that these charges were levelled at
them in order to cover up the negligence and inaction of the
]omt' Committee. The chairman of that committee, Mr. Farren
(Chairman of Congress) had told them that the Joint Committee
would be very glad if the matter were taken out of their hands,
as they were anxious to wash their hands of the whole affair.
Negotiations were opened up with the Chief Commissioner of
Police, Colonel Johnstone, through Mr. Wayte, of the Taxi
Company, with Mitchell, Crosbie and himself. And ultimately,
after two or three interviews with the Government and the Union
—a fact which was a victory in itself, the Government climbing

" down to negotiate with a small Union like the Automobile

Drivers |—they got one clause dropped, and others substan-
tially modified, while the issue of permits was to rest with the
Chief Commissioner in the D.M.P. area and with the General
Inspector of R.I.C. for the remainder of the country, and not
with petty police officials as originally provided. If we had
taken the Permit Order lying down, fifty per cent. of our mem-
bers, because of their political opinions, would have been refused
permits. Half-a-dozen were refused permits, but so far as they
were concerned they could get work driving heavy lorries without
permits. The mention in the report about the funds implied
that they were misapplied——
Mr. Johnson—No, no. :

" Mr. O'Connor—It says: Information was not available, and
things were carried on in a slip-shod manner. The accounts
of our Union are certified and audited by a chartered accountant,
and not by an officer of the Union. ©On this particular matter
he dealt with the references to the funds and strike pay in Carlow,
and read correspondence explanatory of the entire crux. He
went on, that at the special conference in Banba Hall, a general
strike for a day or two was suggested, but turned down as
not advisable; that that should be the last card. But later, at
a meeting in the Trades’ Hall, Mr, Cathal Shannon said that,
if necessary, a general strike would be resorted to, and it would
be a strike not only for the removal of the permit order, but a
strike for the removal of the British Government that issued
the permit order. Everything failed to bring about a settle-
ment, and then they were told to accept the order and go back
to work. But his Union believed, and he submitted to Congress,

that every avenue was not explored, and that the decisions of

the special congress were not carried out and another

not summoned as to a general strike. There was nothing left

for his Union to do. They were prepared to fight the British
Government on the question, and if the question were fought

then the question of ting the Government on the munitions

business would not t at all. ** We fought as long as we

could,” he concluded; *‘but we did not get the help we should

ri
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- have got, and because we did not get that, a settlement had to
be come to. If our settlement were surrender, what would it
- be if the whole permit order was accepted. I don’t know what -
. action Congress will take, but I believe there was something
. more behind the references in the Report than appeared, and

* because the Union was a small one.”

Mr. Johnson said that the reason the subject was dealt with
at such length in the Report was that Jfrom the beginning to
the end of the strike, and after it had closed, charges were

~ levelled against this, that and the other Union, and also against
the National Executive. It was stated that the Automobile
Drivers were let down, the object being apparently to suggest
that there was a dead set being made against the Union because
it was a small Union and because there was a certain amount
of friction between it and a big Union in the Transport industry.
‘“The Report of the Executive can be substantiated in its entirety.
Mr. O’Connor contravenes our statesments. It is for C
to judge which is correct.’”” Proceeding to deal with the lines
of cleavage and difficulties that arose and developed, he said
that the only intimation that the National Executive received
from the Automobile Drivers’ Union reSpecting the strike was
on November 24th, and was conve in a newspaper cutting.
~ Right from the beginning !heaﬁciﬁs of the Union hoped and
_ counted upon bringing in all other unions that could be brought
- in by hook or by crook. In the action they took on the Permit
~ Order, everybdy supported them—everybody held that they were
" right in théir refusal to apply for Permits. But, as is said in
‘the Report, other people were affected besides this Union, and
~ differences of view as to the best way to fight the order developed
from the beginning. Mr. O’Connor had referred to the parallel
~ between that strike and the present one on the munitions ques-
. tion. ‘' There is a good deal of parallel and identity,”” he con-
~ tinued. ‘‘ But the tactics adopted in respect to the present strike
~ were the tactics opposed and refused by the Automobile Drivers’
Union on the Permit Order. That is the secret of the whole
trouble. On December 6th, in the report of a meeting held in
~the Trades’ Hall by the Union on the question, all the speakers
emphasised the importance of involving as many other Unions as
- possible in the strike, and so by a chain of events to bring in all
ﬁh&r Unions.. In fact, one speaker went so far as to say that
if the other Unions would not .come in we would drag them
Jin."  That is the secret of the trouble that ensued. If these
‘ ,\_lue what would be the result? Tt was claimed
: should be allowed that had hitherto béen done

.ofmmywmtluwg&mtthecmmtn and kept le
eing supplied with the necessaries of life. Thupe:g'
tated the crisis. The Automobile Drivers wanted to
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together.” In the opinion of the Executive that was not a

sensible policy, and their view was confirmed by a special
congress. ut despite that confirmation, the Auto Drivers

refused to acquiesce, and desired at all costs to bring in other
Unions. It had circulars issued denouncing other people who

-had complied with the general order—denouncing' them as scabs

and making all sorts of malignant charges against people who
did work authorised by the central authority. He maintained
that slipshod methods were practised in the conduct of the
‘Union, but he did not, nor was it made in the Report, make
‘the slightest suggestion, nor was there any intention to suggest,
that there was any misapplication of any kind—there was nothing
wrong in régard to finance. The suggestion is that there were
no authentic or reliable reports to go on, especially as to the
number of men of the Union out on strike. The numbers did
vary in a curious way. He did not want to charge the officials
too harshly on that, for he appreciated the difficulties they had
'because of an outbreak of fire in their offices. But he dids
suggest that from beginning to end there was no reliable data
‘to go upon as to the number of men out. As to Funds, there
‘was a very definite decision by Congress that there should be
one single fund. But the Secretary of the Auto Union said
that they would carry on their own fund. And they did, despite
the appeal that  we issued. There was no objection to that
on the anding that the money should centralised when col-
lected, and all monies dealt with on something like equal terms
to the men affected, as the railwaymen were doing at the present
time. But never from that day to this was any record received
from the Union as to the amount of money received at any
particular time, or the amount expended. There was no unifica-
tion of the funds, and the central body had no knowledge of
what was happening. The Union then carried on its negotia-
‘tions for surrender entirely apart from and in secret so far as
the Joint Committee were concerned. The Joint Committee-
know nothing about these negotiations until they saw the announcement
in the papers on Sunday with a great hulla-balloo about the great
victory. Next day the correspondence was published! And
during the time these negotiations were poing on a special meet-
ing of the members of the various Unions affected was bei

held in Banba Hall—even at the very hours these negotiations
were going on with the authorities in respect of a final settle-
ment of the strike! That was a good indication of the spirit
in-which the strike was carried on by the Auto Drivers’ Union.
The spirit in which they conducted it was in antagonism to the
other bodies implicated on their behalf. *‘ That is the protest,™

added Mr. Johnson, ‘‘ we are making. The Auto Drivers'

Union were not loyal to the Special Congress, were not loyal to the
National Executive, ‘were not loyal to their fellow-victimised workers,
were not loyal to the Trade Union movement. And we ask support
for the Report of the Execuﬁveinoondunning?bemhofm;;

~ Drivers in the conduct of that strike. (Applause.) =
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Mr. McCormack (Grocers’ Assistants) said that at this par-
ticular time they were about being embroiled in serious trouble
themselves. 1In reference to the conference at Banba Hall, his
committee sent stewards to the door to allow none of their
imembers into the hall. He was quite confident none of their
members did go in except in the cases of having to deliver
letters or a telegram to a member at the meeting.

| “Chairman—There is not the slightest imputation that the
| Executive of your Union were responsible.

i Mr. McCormack—Is the National Executive in a position to
substantiate the statement that some grocers' assistants were at
‘that meeting?

Chairman.—Yes.

i Mr. McCormack—I would like to get the names of any such
members present in the Hall except those who got instructions.
ito deliver messages.

. Mr, Slattery (Auto Drivers’ Union) said that he was in Water-
‘ford at this particular time, and the Waterford men in the Union
had a very strong feeling against the men in charge of the Irish
‘Labour Party and Trade Union Congress in allowing horse-
drivers to do the work ordinarily performed by motor men. He
\would like to know why 300 to 400 men were taken out at North
' Wall dock in connection with this strike and 20 to 40 men were
eft there handling motor spirit.  Spirit was sent from Cork to
Clonmel, and the workers there refused point blank to handle
it. There was some friction, and one night the Constabulary
removed it to the police harrqck and the '‘big bugs’’ werc ahle
to get their supplies from that source. He would like Mr.
.m to explain, on the principle of one man one 10&1. what
he would think if, as a member of the Clerical Workers’ Union,
he (speaker) went down and applied for an engine-driver’s job.
l"'lis point was, that horse-drivers in Waterford, Cork and else-
‘where did work ordmanly done by motor-dnvers In regard to
e Transport Union in Cork, Alderman Barry, Donovan, Lynch
others were very sympathetlc to the auto men, but they
( not ﬁt the “‘magic word’”" from headquarters in Dublin.

: orrissey (Nenagh)—The Transport Workers’ Union
men m Nenagh absolutely refused to bring petrol, and the mem-
s of the Auto-Drivers’ Union brought motors down and drove

'Mr Lulne Larkin [Waterford) said that Mr. Johnson had
ack the right note regarding the action of the Auto-Drivers.
~did not go to the proper quarter and place confidence in
.tocarrymthesmkewhennodgxmted. (Hear, hear).
‘a member d'tbe Nahom!! F.tu:utwe" he continued, ‘T
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‘before the National Executive to discuss the matter and place
the position before us, one of his first statements was to the
-effect that he believed the fight of the Automobile Union was a
‘fight for the people of Ireland, and that the National Executive
-should take it up.and make it such. We thoroughly agreed,
-and asked him to place the matter in our hands, but he refused
to do it.” He had a great admiration for the rank and file
of the Auto-Drivers for their great fight. He hoped what had
taken place would be a lesson and warning to all Unions—in
effect that they would take a lead from the action of the railway-
men, and whenever they wanted sympathy or support, or were
in trouble, that the only place to get it was from their own
‘people here at home in Ireland. (Applause).

Mr. Foran asked what did the Auto-Drivers do after their
‘secret negotiations in the Castle and all their blowing' to the
bosses about all the fighting they were going to do. And they
did nothing. ‘‘ We had,”” he said, ‘‘to clean up the mess they
‘had made when the engineers and other trades were victimised
and would not be allowed to return to their jobs because of the
action they had taken in going out in support of the Automobile
Drivers who went back to their jobs, and to hell with everybody
else. The Transport Union had to tell the bosses that there
would be no work until these men are in.”” (Applause). :

Mr. Cathal O’Shannon said that he did not say anything of
‘the kind as that if a general strike were necessary it would come
off. The general strike weapon is not a thing to be
played with. Some people’s imaginations were struck with the
‘phrase ‘‘ general strike,”’ just as more people’s imaginations were
struck with™the phrase ‘‘home rule,”” and others with the phrase
““republic.”” ‘ We deal not in phrases, but in hard facts. There
are times when a general strike, as has been demonstrated, is
necessary. ~But let us put it out of our heads that the moment
someone’s big toe is pinched that there must be a general strike.

‘Mr. Ryan (Waterford)—The attitude of Transport Union
workers in Waterford during the strike had been described as
:scabbing. It was not, because the carters in Waterford behaved
as they were told to behave. The men in Waterford were not
going to take instructions or directions from any one but their
own Executive. From the experience he had in Waterford he
was not surprised that the Motor Permit strike was lost. :

Mr. Mitchell (Auto Union) said that the object of the Order
was to get at one class of people only, and these were of the

ican party, because it was t to deprive them of the
use of motors. There were more of their members victimised
than any other Union. They were victimised by their employers,
who the help of the biggest Union in Ireland to beat the
Auto-Drivers’ Union. - *‘ Because,’’ he said, '’ we recognised the
Trades Council. The men on the platform refused to give us
a hint; and Mr. Foran refused to come to a co_nierence :
our general secretary, with whom he had a difference, was
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~ that conference. I say we put up the biggest fight ever put up
" in Ireland, and the National Executive did not do as they should
“have done. The strike was on a fortnight before the National
xecutive called Congress, and that Congress decided that all
motor traffic should stop, and that everything facilitating the
" motor traffic should be banned. But Transport Workers’ Union
- men were delivering petrol with horses.
Mr. Hart deplored the time they were wasting in destructive
work as in this discussion, instead of being engaged in con-
~ stroctive work. It was a fact that Mr. Lacy tried to force 2
~ national strike. They did pot want to penalise all the workers,
~ and the reason he proposed an amendment to the resolution at
the conference, and which he afterwards withdrew, was in order
that work in Ireland should go on.
-- Alderman O’Brien said it was essential that the entire matter
‘should be discussed at length, because the principles involved
. were vital and went to the very foundation of the manner in
 which the ~whole trade union movement is to . be conducted.
There was an analogy between the motor drivers’ strike in refer-
. ence to permits and the present strike on the railways in reference
to munitions. But there was no analogy between the tactics of
the motor drivers and those men who were guiding the destiny
- of the railwaymen in this country. - The National Executive had
- handled other questions of transcending' importance in the last
- twelye months, and in the preceding twelve months. But from start
" %o finish there was no co-operation with them on the part of the Auto-
a} mobile Drivers’ Union, no comradeship. The sole desire of the Auto-
& Drivers’ Union was to drag everybody in. Suppose the railwaymen
- had taken up the same attitude in the present crisis, what position
would they be in. Would not every industry in Ireland be
volved? But the situation is limited down, in connection with
e railway strike, to making a definite protest against munition
transport here, The general sense of the movement a oved
_ that policy. Some people had a peculiar notion of the cat
~ ** The injury of one is the concern of all. That was the prmc:ple
3 o_f Larkin in 1913, and everything went right. The injury of
- one, say the Motor Drivers, is the concern of all. But ‘would -
. you believe it that the strike was on for five weeks, and while
: they of the Automobile Union received 25s. to 3os. a week, the
> l_nembers of the A.S.E., who were not directly involved, came
_out in sympathy, walked about the streets of Dublin. for five
' and never received one pcnny from the Automobile Drivers
_dug. _Members of the Ui b [
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Britain established at great National Convention in London on
Saturday sends fraternal greetings to the Irish workers whose
representatives are now assembled in Congress at Cork. It has
by resolution expressed its whole-hearted sympathy with them in
their present struggle, and supports their determination to resist
by direct industrial action the military occupation of their country,
Signed—MacManus, Chairman; McKin, Secretary.” (Applause).

AFTERNOON SESSION.

On resuming at 2.15 p.m., Congress resumed the discussion
-on National Executive’s Report on the Motor Permits Strike.

Mr. Kenny (Post Office Workers) said that, notwithstanding
all ;the discussion, his difficulty was that nothing definite was
glaced before Congress from the representatives of the Automo-

ifle Drivers’ Union to put them in a position to vote on the
matter. So far there was nothing but charges and counter-
charges, and an intelligent decision was impossible as the matter
was put before them. Perhaps mistakes had been made on both
sides. He asked that an end be put to the discussion.

Mr. Nolan asked why the National Executive did not acquaint
the Automobile Drivers of their duty—that they should have put
the matter before the National Executive,

Chairman—We did that.

Councillor Logue (Dublin' Trades Council) said that the Dublin
Trades Council took some interest in this strike, and substantiated the
contradictions, of the Report of National Executive that the Auto
Union sent a deputation to seek an interview with the Chief
Secretary in London. They went to seek an interview with the
British Labour Party, who rightly asked what help are you
getting in Ireland; what help is the Transport Workers’ Union
giving. He wanted to make it plain that representatives of the
Dublin Trades Council did not go to interview any British Chief
Secretary; that they enlisted the sympathy of labour in England.
They came back to find the answer to the queries of the English
Labour Party, and that answer was mow given,

Mr. Keneally (I.T.G.W.U.) said that what was really wrong from
the start was the want of discipline amongst the Motor Drivers,
because it seemed that, instead of they appealing to the National
Executive, they wanted the National Executive to appeal to them.

Mr. Redmond (Engineers) asked Congress ta support the
‘National Executive Report. The Engineers had good reason to
be proud of the part their members took in the strike. (Hear,
hear).  Their members decided to carry out the order that no
repairs were to be done. The result was that three of their
members refused to touch a car for repairs, the owner of which
had a permit, and were dismissed. ~They said, sack the lot;
and while all their men came out of Thompson's, but three of
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the motor drivers were left in. - What did Congress think of
that? It was one of the instances showing the way the Auto-
mobile Drivers’ Union conducted the strike. His members were:
allowed to walk the streets of Dublin, and were it not for the action
 of the Transport Union a lot of their members would be victim-
| ised. He asked Congress to give a unanimous vote for the
| National Executive Report on the Motor Permits- Strike.
'3 Mr. Hickey {Dockers) said that they had, so far as their
work was concerned, carried out the decision -of Special Congress
in reference to the stoppage of motor traffic absolutely.  They"
- withdrew motor men and those who assisted in motor carriage:
That resolution was not carried out in Cork; and they found
men driving motors and carrying petrol from the stations.
- Mr. Slattery—The three men in Thompson’s were not drivers;

they were mechanics.
_ Mr. Mitchell—On/a point of order, I say that many of the

statements made are! misleading everyone.

~_Chairman—That is not a point of order. >

Mr. Anthony (Typo. Association) said that the statements
for both sides were being reiterated over and over again. He
believed that there was sincerity on both sides, but that some
misunderstanding was engendered owing to the newness of the
Motor Drivers to the Trade Union movement. The speeches
of Mr. Johnson and Mr. O’Brien should get rid of the idea
present in the minds of the Auto-Drivers that the Executive in
~any way let them down. People should disabuse their minds
of the notion that catoh-cries would fight, or win for the labour
movement. There also existed the opinion that if persons were
linked up with the Trade Union movement they had only to state
| & case to the local Trades Council, have it forwarded to the-
. National Executive— and, heigh-presto! the thing is done. The:
 sooner such- opinions were got rid of the better for the Trade-
Unioh movement. He had no doubt but the Auto-Drivers, or-
& section, were disappointed at the ultimate result of the strike.

H 00\-1:3 onl)L spelz;:: for Cork, and he knew that in Cork the
rnised workers pledged themselves to support by every means
their power the Auto-Drivers on strike, His m}'ety suriscribeq;
the_Natxpnal Executive because, as a disciplined force, they-
wcognised its authority in the matter. :

the Chairman said that he wished to defend the National
. ve, particularly as that was the first opportunitz he had’

the slanderous statements - circulated against him
The newspapers were full of lying statements. There

S going around that the Chairman of the National™

ission on the whole question, because it raised a
are the Trades Unions of Ireland going "
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that this strike over the Motor Permits was not local, but that
it affected the workers in every part of Ireland. Consequently
it invited the Motor Drivers to meet them and talk over the
subject in order to see what could be done to heip and assist
them. They did come to that meeting, and were told what the
Executive believed to be the proper steps to adopt. Other
Unions affected were got together, and” a conference was held
to seek agreement on a common line of policy. An agreement
could not be arrived at, and the fight started. Immediately it
«did the Motor Drivers started a campaign of blackguarding—that
they would pull other Unions into it, and drag the Executive
/into it whether it liked it or not. ‘‘But we cannot be forced
to do anything,”” said the Chairman, amidst applause. ** The
fight went on, and a special Trades Congress was called, and
4t was a representative Congress, even though there were only
sixty delegates present; but of these only two were delegates
from the Transport Workers. At the Congress I said that, in
‘my opinion, the time had not arrived when they were going to
-paralyse the whole industry of the country. I said that I believed
-all motor traffic should cease, and that other means of transport
ought to be substituted ; and, further, that motormen on strike should
&get first preference on jobs arising from this increased horse traffic.
Congress decided by an overwhelming majority that that was the
proper policy to adopt. And it was decided there and then to
appoint a Joint Committee of the Trades concerned to act in
conjunction with the Executive. At the first meeting of the
_Joint Committee the representative of the Motor Drivers’ Union
attended and refused to accept the decision of the special congress.
They went further: that the decision we put before them of the
-special Trades Union Congress was not correct. I felt in' a
responsible position, and any self-respecting man in that position
would do as I did. I sent them to their Union, and told them
until you bring me word that your Executive is prepared to
accept our interpretation of the decision of Congress we will do
no more business. They went to their Executive, and came
back and admitted that we were right.” There were meetings
for a few months on this question—representatives of the Engin-
-eers, Stationary Engine Drivers, Transport Workers and Tool-
‘makers. And those men, members of amalgamated societies,
were on the streets for six weeks, and no one offered them a

.

t : d g as usual, I sa
‘that the game was up. It was said that Mitchel} said they woul:

‘get more concessions, but that they would not tell the aggregat.
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_meeting about it. ‘“We won’t tell them; we will tell the bosses,””
- who were taking part in the negotnatmns going on at the time,
and they were hoodwinking the other men affected and who had
come out in sympathy. They had sufficient confidence in the
pployers and in the Commissioner of Police, but none in the
National Executive, or in the unfortunate men on the streets
for ten weeks in support of them. *‘There is the statement
“made that the Chairman said the game was up,’’ he continned.
*Tt was very nearly time to tell the unfortunate men the truth,
and I make no apology for the part I played in it. In similar
circumstances I would do the same again. (Applause). For the
rank and file of the motor drivers I have nothing but the highest
_respect; they fought a clean fight, and fought well. I think
that they were badly lead, and that if their officials had a litide
| more experience they would have handled it differently, Let us
| hope this case will be an example to other Unions—that when
.‘. they get into a fight that is going to be a fight of National

and involve other workers, there must be discipline
1§ | and recognition of the National Authonty In striking contrast
| “to the action of the Motor Drivers’ Union we have the splendid’
examPle of the Railwaymen of Ireland. (Applause).

- A vote was then taken for or against the National Executive’s
;Rap_ort on this subject, with the result:
- For e i ot RS [
Against ... 5
The announcement of_the ﬁgures was received with loud

.

LT WORKING OLAE EDUCATION.

~ On this paragraph in the National Executive's Report,

Mr. Cathal O’Shannon said that at last year’s Cong'ress in
gheda he supported the movement dealing with working-
education. The Connolly Labour College was established.
] , the Executive and some of the labour. organisations
did support ‘that movement. However, were it not for the
support got across the water through publ:c meetings it would
t have been possible for the Connolly Labour College to have-
e on during the past winter; and with only a few noble excep-
the labour movement in Ireland had not backed the decision
last “year’s Congress. The affiliated organisations had Dot
ed as they should have done.

?O’Cnﬁnor thought the N’ational Exwmm msy }mve .
~a better example to the Trades Unions by | some-
iwem,gzsmmppmzhecmnauymw ege.
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FOOD CONTROL. : : A
In conjunction with the paragraphs in the Report on Food Control,
the following resolutions were taken : '

(1) ‘“ That this Congress asserts the right of the Irish

workers to a full supply of Irish-raised food at rates they
can afford to pay; and with a view to efficiently distributing
such supplies of food as may be made available, instructs the
Nationa] Executive to promote in each town the formation

of Food Committees, controlled by Labour bodies, which
shall formulate the workers’ demards and direct the opera-
tion of such business agencies as the workers may establish
to handle the supplies,

{2) ' That in view of the great scarcity and dearness of
food, and the gloomy prospects of the international food
supply by reason of the after-consequences of the war, the
National Executive be instructed to oppose any relaxation
_of the Tillage Orders.”

Mr. Hughes (I.T.G.W.U.), in proposing resolution No. 1, said it
was an assertion of the principle that the people of Ireland had a right
to live in Ireland and get the necessary food to maintain life.
It was also to establish that the prices of food should be fixed
in Ireland not at the rates that are paid by wealthier countries
that import our food, but at rates that can be paid by the ordinary
people in Ireland. It is an assertion of the rights of humanity
over theﬂghmm The Labour Party of Ireland had
on one or two articles of tak®h action to control prices, and
its action had been effective. The question of control of food
export and fixing prices of food has been found to be a very
complicated one, needing expert bhandling. The second portion
of the resolution emphasised the difference between revolution in
words and revolution in action. He had occasion to decry the
references of Professor O'Rahilly that any distinction could be
drawn between the Irish Labour movement and the Irish Nation.
There is no distinction. , ‘‘ Who are the people of Ireland, apart
from Irish Labour?”’ he asked. = The Labour Party has on the
spot the business machinery to handle goods. They should form
co-operative stores controlled by the workers. e hoped the
National Executive and Congress would direct energy and atten-
tion to that vital phase of the question which, in its entirety,
was one of life and death to the Irish Nation. 3

Mr. Seumas Byrne, seconding, drew attention to the fact that
the price of butter had gone up 20 per cent. in fourteen days,
and that in the summer they were paying 3s. 4d. a Ib. for it, -
it would be much higher in price shortly. The people at the
moment could hardly get sufficient to keep them, no matter what

‘the increases in wages, in view of the ever-increasing cost of

all necessary commodities. If they sat tight and allowed the
price of one essential food to be raised 20 per cent in fourteen




%4

days, it would be up 100 per cent. in a few months. There was
no action taken by the National Executive during the last twelve
months so much appreciated by the people of Ireland as that
which placed an embargo on certain food exports and regulated
the prices of these—butter and bacon—subsequently. He hoped
that the Executive would set to work immediately with these
Food Committees with the view of putting a stop to this abnormal
increasing of food prices and huge profiteering going on at the
moment. )

Mr. Bradley (A.E.U.) urged that they ought to put into operation
the socialisation of the means of living. It was their bounden duty
to see that the necessary machinery was created so as to give
food to the people of Ireland. A real co-operative movement
should be brought out and profiteering by the capitalist classes
swept away. ’

Mr. Hart (Dockers), supporting the resolution, recalled that when
the embargo was placed by the National Executive on butter and
bacon the Dockers obeyed the instruction not to export it,
whereas other Trade Unions were handling these very same
commodities for export. During that embargo they were also
confronted with the difficulties of the capitalist classes trying all
manner of means to get commodities shipped. A case of butter
being surrounded with eggs, for instance. =~ When that was
discovered it was decided in future not to ship any eggs from
“the firm that had so acted. It was very necessary that the
National Executive should give the food question its immediate
attention, and that if it did not devise means to bring down
the cost of living, it would ateleast keep it stationary.

Mr. Johnson said that the matter was a very important one,
and the National Executive may claim that the action taken on
it during the year had been of a very important character. It
was so successful at the time that people thought they should
be able to repeat that action ad lib. The action taken in respect
to the embargo on bacon, butter and live pigs was in accordance
: with the policy enunciated at Congresses during the last three
. or four years when questions affecting the food supplies of the

| _country had been under discussion. ‘‘We believed, and Congress
confirmed our assertion,’”’ he continued, ‘‘that the people of this
country had the first claim upon the food produced in this country,
and we may ﬁ:o further than that and say they have a right 'to
that food at the absolute cost of production as viewed from the
labour standpoint.’”” He wished to give credit to the Dockers
for, in the first instance, being the people who decided on the
pdicyoftheem 0; and amongst the first men to take that
action were the _Dockers. The matter was first raised
connection with the two-day strike, and they all knew the
developments that followed. There was no doubt that the action
s taken was effective. It impressed the capitalist elements
and and the labour elements in other countries as to the
ies of similar action for a similar purpose. ‘‘ But,”

1
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he said, ‘‘we were in an advantageous position over the
English workers. We are the controllers of the food that we
export. They are not the producers of their food, they
are the consumers; we are the producers. We were able
to follow the lead of the British Government, the German Govern-
ment, the French Government, the Australian Government, and
all the other governments during the war which controlled the essen-
tials of life in so far as they could control them.”” The effect was to
bring down the prices of these particular commodities very rapidly.
However, it should be remembered that the increases had been rapid
and abnormal following an extraordinary series of events, the
control and sudden de-control. The position to-day in regard
to the steady increase in prices of butter and bacon is not analo-
gous. The present method of arriving at market prices
they did not admit was a just one, but they had to move with
caution and consider all points when bringing into operation the
powers of the embargo. Consequently, they entered into con-
sultation with the farmers and their organisations and the mer-
chants and their organisation to see could they arrive at an
understanding in régard to the retention in Ireland of her food
production, and arrive at, if possible, reasonable prices beyond
which the embargo would be put into operation. In the case
of the bacon, for instance, an agreement was arrived at, and
prices came down. The Northern curers broke the agreement
that their representatives entered imto. The Northern curers agreed
upon the retention within Ireland of sufficient supplies for the ordinary
requirements of the people at the contmlletf price. Members
outside the curers’ organisation in the North refused to abide
by that agreement, except in so far as it should apply to stocks
they then had in their stores. They shipped all they could
at the highest prices they could get, with the result that the
Southern curers, who were keeping' to their compact, were met
in the markets of the country by tEe Northern curers, who were
able to pay higher prices for the live pigs. The Chairman and
he went to Belfast on the matter, and consulted with the Labour
Party there and the Trades’ Council. ‘‘ We were assured,”
he said, ‘‘ that the increase of 4d. to 6d. a 1b. for bacon did
not concern the people there very much. They had not yet began
to feel the effects of the advances, and we hesitated to ask the
Belfast Dockers to re-impose the embargo.”” There was also
trouble looming on the railways at the time, and solidarity was
required in respect to that. They had it also in mind that at
~2s. 8d. per Ib. Irish bacon was to a considerable degree outside
the reach of the poorer classes of workers in this country, and
that if the embargo were renewed it would be to a great extent
~ on behalf of a class of people that had not a very strong public
feeling on the matter. That was the reason they did not re-
impose the embargo. He thought it fair to the Southern curers
to say that they made an attempt, and succeeded, in keeping
their compact until the keen competition of the North compelled

-
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. them to go beyond these fixed rates or close down. The Report
. of the National Executive showed that they had gone some little
*  way towards trying to bring into being something in the nature
of a combined Council which would represent the working agri-
. culturist and working townsman. They felt that it would be
~ an excellent accomplishment if the agricultural workers of Ireland
and the urban workers were brought into unison. Assent had
been obtained to the proposition that the people of Ireland had first
right to the food produced in the country. Agricultural workers
must be taught to go a little further, and with combination
between them and the urban workers, they would control
the food supplies. ‘“We have something to give them,”
he said, ““if we are going to take something from them,
and if we could devise ways and means to get them to unite
with us for the economic conservation of Ireland’s resources
we have accomplished pretty well all we require to accomplish.”’
The way to effect that combination was to get into touch with
the working farmers, and make it clear to them that their enemies
are the capitalist exploiters. The problem of food supplies and food
ices brought them to recognise the interdependence of nations.
| hen they spoke of prices and talked of markets it must be at
. once admitted that they were in the coils of the capitalist system.
!~ ‘“The end that we seek,”” he concluded, ‘‘is the inauguration
of a co-operative commonwealth, a Workers’ Republic. =~ That
| cannot be brought about in a year, but much could be brought
' about by a genuine organisation of the working agriculturists
i with the workers of other industries.’’ (Applause.)
3t Mr, McCormack said that if the export of butter were stopped
| it was also essential fo stop the export of cheese in order to
| achieve their objective. He expressed the fear that butter would
. be s5s. a Ib., for purchases during the season that were put into
~ cold storage. g
__Chairman—1 am happy to be in the position to be able to
inform Congress that provision has already been made for the
' winter requirements. At the last conference we had with the
. Department of Agriculture the position was made secure. We
have a guarantee from all the people in the industry that sufficient
~ supplies for the requirements of the people of Ireland will be
.~ cold-stored, and not at a greater price than at present pre-
 winter’s supply will be cold-stored.

. Miss O’Connor said that butter that had been in cold storage
¢ -'%‘:fnhstwmkhadchmgedhandsandbwnmtmerto England.
re was very little butter in cold storage now.

Mr. Johnson—It is from n6w on, from August 1st, that next

winter's supply will be cold-stored. _
~ The Chairman s a matter of fact, no one will be allowed to




INTERNATIONAL.

- future International organ of the working class, its functions

&

Mr. Irvine (Belfast) proposed resolution No. 2. Councsllrx’ ~
Houston (Belfast) seconded. Ireland, he said, was pre-eminently
an agriculturist country, and the mdustry which gave thq,greatest
proportion of work to the workers. If the industry were allowed
to diminish further than at present it would be disastrous. , The
time, he believed, had come when the ranches from Fair Head
to Mizen Head should be broken up. If that were only done
thousands of Irish workers would be made happy on Irish soil
instead of having to go to the ends of the earth to eke out a
miserable existence. The demand he made was not unreason-
able, for no person should have a right to the exclusive use of
any portion of Irish soil unless it was used for the benefit of >
the Irish people. Congress had a right to demand that that
be so, for it was not the farmers secured the rights they at
present enjoyed in their ‘‘holdings'’—and these rights were much
more advantageous than those of any farmer in the British Isles,
and most of the farmers on the Continent of Europe—but the
workers in the towns and cities of Ireland. ~ Their fight was
not intended to banish extensive landlords and establish a worse
type. (Hear, hear). He continued to examine the industrial
side of the question, and also its bearing on stopping emigration,
on which point he drew attention to the fact that within three
months of this year 1,500 young men and ‘women had emigrated.
He appealed to Congress to demand the’ breaking up of the
ranches. %

Mr. Eamonn Roohey (Drogheda) said that the regulation of the
Department of A.grwulture that farmers should put under tillage an
extra 15 per cent, of their land was mot being carried out. And at
the conference on the question one of the farmers of Meath said
that the Department had given them an undertaking that it would
not enforce the 15 per cent. Too much reliance could not be
placed on the assurances of the Department of Agriculture.
Furthermore, there was no use relying on any regulation by the
Government of occupation. It had no machinery -for enforcing
these regulations. ‘‘ We have got,”’ he added, ‘“to find the
machinery ourselves. The potential legislation is there, and the =
military organisation is in the country, and forces that if properly
co-l:rdmated can secure a much higher percentage than 15 under
td g.e-I’

The Chairman then put the resolutions, together with the-
Report as stated, and they were unanimously agreed to

o .

On this part of National, Executive Report, s
Mr. Eamonn Roouey moved that’ the follo ving sentences be
deleted: . . . ““in the present state of discrganisation while
there exists so much conflict of opinion within the Labour and
Socialist parties of the world respecting the constitution of any
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and its relations with the various State Governments” . .
He maintained that this reference was misleading, and that lt
was for other and stronger reasons that they declined to aiﬁhatc
with the.International.

Mr. Carpenter seconded for the same reasons, and also as
@ direct challenge to the representatives who went to Berne;
- wwhether it is their reason or the reason of a majority of the
I Executive. They went to Berne to help the left wing of the
. wevolutionary movement. Mr. Johnson had said they stood for

4 Workers’ Republic, but the Second International does not, as
. they understood 2 Workers® Republic, and that is the reason for
- the recommendation that there be not affiliation with the Second
~ International. The only International that stands for a Workers’
Republic is the Moscow, the Third International, the Interna-
‘tional of the Soviet.

Mr. Nolan (Bookbinders) maintained that when they consented to
affiliate with the International they did not give the delegates plenary
_ spower over all its principles. The Report from the Berne Con-

ference expressed full acquiescence with all the statutes and
constitution laid down from Paris to Stutgart. It was said in
stheir report to the International that since 1896 the Irish Socialist
Party had been unceasingly working to distribute literature of
a Marxian character. That is where the crux came in, for they
«could not acquiesce in the Marxian doctrines.
- The Chairman—We are not here to discuss the affairs of the
- Irish Socialist Party. We are here to do our own business.
- We are now simply discussing the Report, giving the reason .
- dor not afhiliating with the Second Internatignal.
- . Mr. Nolan—Are we not identical with the Irish Socialist
‘Chairman—There was a joint deputatlm to the International,
;‘ﬁut we are not responsible for the action of any or,g‘amsanon
?ﬂ.;'qutsu:le our own.
FA Mr. Duffy (Drapers) asked were they in order in discussing
- a matter that was fully discussed twelve months ago.
- Mr, Nolan continued that all parts of the country were build-
ing up the country accordmg to National ideas, and the first
£ ‘thing' to consider is the question of raising the edifice out of the
~ minds and brains of Irishmen without any reference to Interna-
. tionalism.  ‘‘ What,”” he asked, ‘‘did Internationalism-do to
-avert the great war in 19147 Internationalism could never
ge the national idea.” i
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Standing Orders Committee Report:

IRISH CLERICAL WORKERS' UNION,

The Chairman of the¢ Standing Orders Committee announced *
that the Committee made the following recommendation :

“ Committee had before it a request from Mr. Logue to:
~admit to Congress three other delegates as represent-
ing the Clerical Workers’ Union. The Committee
had gone into the matter at great length and brought
in other delegates whom Mr. Logue considers do not
represent that Union. Having listened to evidence
the Committee came to the following decision: That

having heard representatives of both sides claiming

to be Irish Clerical and Allied Workers’ Unions, and
considered the report and findings of the National
Executive thereon, Standing Orders Committee recom-
mends that the first application—that of Mr. Griffin—

be taken as coming from the governing body of the:

Union, and the credentials issued in connection there-
with are in order and in conformity with the Consti-

tution of Congress.  This is without prejudice or,

expression of opinion on the matters in dispute in thc
‘Union concerned.

Mr. Mclntyre moved the adoption of the Report, and was

seconded by Mr. Hickey.

Mr. Logue {Dublin) sald that he would move on behalf of the |

Irish Clerical Workers’ Union

Chairman—I beg to remind you that you are not a ddegater'
from that Union, and therefore cannot move a resolution in their

behalf.

Mr. Logue—Then I move as President of the Dublin Trades®
Council that that portion of the Standing Orders Committee report
dealing' with the dispute in the ranks of the Irish Clerical Workers’
Union bedeleted. And I do so because of this fact: the Com-
mitee had no authority to deal with it, and the case is awaiting®
the decision of the Dail Eireann Court; and any action taken
here may prejudice the case.

Mr. Farrelly seconded.
~_Mr. Nolan thought that neither party should be admitted tn
'Cbﬁss until the question was settled.

Chairman said that he was not going'to be. inghhmed

by having Dail Eireann thrown at him. “ Our position is this,”” pi ¢ :
~ he said, ** we are the Labour Party of Ireland ' (hear, hear), and’

‘on all labour matters we will accept no dictation from Da.il

Loy e T e

y
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i

Eireann or anybody else. (Applause). In this matter the Natlmil' ?
Exfemtwe got a-ppltcaﬁnns from two people claiming to be one
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body. They were invited to come before the National Executive
1 to give them an opportunity of stating their cases. When they
did so it was said that the question in dispute was going to be
dealt with in another court. ‘‘I said,”” he added, *‘that we
are going to be the judges from the Trade Union standpoint,
and our decision is going to be final. I will now ask for a vote,
‘and let it be decided whether we are going to be the supreme
authority on matters of Labour or not.

On a poll there voted:
For Mr. Logue's motion 11
Against PTRCPRNTES ¢ 1.
The Chairman declared the amendment lost, and then put the
‘Standing Orders Committee’s recommendations, when
Councillor Daly (Dublin) proposed, as a further amendment,
i that the Report of Standing Orders Committee be varied -by
4!_-‘; .amel;ldtmg that portion dealing with the Irish Clerical Workers’
' Union; that both sections be excluded from Congress pending

O g

s

o

|5 the decision of Dail Eireann, and that this Congress agrees to
| .abide by the decision of Dail Eireann.

. = The Chairman said that this amendment was only trying to
' the same motion in again, and he was not going to accept it.
The Report was theu put and agreed to, with one dissentient.

; i.ELF“T EXPELLED WORKERS.,

The Chairman of Standing Orders Committee announced that a
. sdeputation of the Belfast Expelléd Workers had been heard, and
‘* put before Committee the serious aspect of the position with which
. ithey are confronted. The Committee looking on the matter in such
= a serious light, it recommends that at a Private Session to-morrow
' ) al p.30 the statements of the men affected be heard, and that Con-

gress consider action to be taken.

Agreed.

~ IRISH LABOUR PARTY AND TRADES UNION CONGRESS.

THIRD DAY.—AUGUST 4th, 1.!0

- When the Congress resumed at g.30 the Chairman mtroduced the

_ following deputation from the Belfast Expelled Wozkers—Messr; 2
- Travers, O’Donovan and Hanna.

Mr. Travers, who was ocordially received, first addpeuﬁd the

7 in Irish. Theycmeonmbuk that the principles

Unwm;m be enforced in Belfast and to say that organised
lism must be crushed. - They, in Belfast, were struggling
_'ttﬁhveandmrkas'l‘xadeUmmxg The was.
their power to prevent that. “ We have _appeale
h : ‘committees in Belfast, | we’befng
' “they told us in effect _ that the
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#¢ ask that you put pressure on the Executives across the water to
see that we get the right to live and work in Belfast.”” He recalled
that at a meeting of the men of Workman and Clark’s shipyard on
July 23rd last, and to which were imported people from Bangor and
wther places, an appeal was made to the basest passions to stir up
religious bigotry, and to drive Sinn Feiners out of Ulster and not
to allow ‘‘ rotten Prods.’’ in loyal Ulster. ‘“ A ‘rotten Prod.” is
a man,” he explained, ‘‘ with the same amount of toleration as our-
selves—to give the right to all workers to think and act on civil
and religious affairs as one may think fitt A “rotten Prod.™
is the same as a '* Mickie.”” In 1849 seven thousand Roman
Catholic families were cleared out of Armagh to make rodm for
the Protestants. * That policy is still being pursued to-day, and
the way in which the unemployment question and the housing
difficulties are settled is to put the ‘‘Mickies’ and the ‘‘rotten
Prods.”” out of their houses and their jobs and fill them with
real ‘' true blues.” On July 21 men armed with sledge-hammers
and other weapons swooped down on the Catholic workers in the
shipyards, and did not even give them a chance for their lives.
There was no aggression towards them, no provocation, or no
“‘rebel” cries. The gates were smashed down with sledges, the:
vests and shirts of those at work were torn open to see were the
mmen wearing any Catholic emblems, and then woe betide the man
who was. 'One man was set upon, thrown into the dock, had to
swim the Musgrave Channel, and having been pelted with rivets
had to swim two or three miles, to emerge in streams of blood
and rush to the police office in a nude state. ‘‘ These men tell
us,” he said, “‘that they will not work with us, if we
are not one of their number. Unless one signs a declaration
‘that he is not belonging to the Sinn Fein Party, does not intend
# to belong to it, that he will not work or act with them (Sinn
Fein), he will not get work in the Belfast shipyards.”” He pro-
«eeded to quote from the ‘' Belfast Evening Telegraph' reports
of this Orange meeting of July 21st, at which Mr. John Holness
seconded a resolution repudiating anyone in the works who had
alliance with Sinn Fein, or the party of the Red Flag, red revo-
lution.  The speech resounded with ‘“ Dollie’s Brae,” ‘ Kick the
Pope *’ sentiments; and in his appeal said that as employees they
would stand by the employers, and the employers would stand
by them (laughter). John Crumlin said that they would not,
as “‘loyal workers in a loyal State,”” again work with disloyal
Sinn Fein workers, whose object was to overthrow the great
‘British Empiré which “‘our sons and brothers had to build up.”
A Mr, Wells boasted of the fact that he was one of *‘ Carson’s
navy."” The meeting closed with the singing of the ‘* National
Anthem ** and a hearty invitation to those present, and who were
‘not in the Orange Order, the Ulster Volunteer force, or Ulster
Labour Party, to join at once. At first sight this matter may
secema a mere recurrence of Orange bigotry, and but simply and
solely a religious question. ‘It is not,” he declared. It is
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~ first, last and all the time an economic question. The capitalists
[view with alarm the progressive spirit that is sweeping over this.
country. They see that Sinn Fein, the Republican element, is
| breaking the old political prejudices and barriers; and that the
Il Labour movement equally is broadening the Orangeman’s mind
¥ so quickly that it would be only a matter of time when the Boyne
~ would be bridged, and that then the ascendancy gang wWould lose
" | their power. He explained the insidious methods by which a
' | worker's views were sounded in order that he may be marked
out. “ We sent a deputation,’” he concluded, *‘to the manage-
: ment of Harland and Wolff's to see if the men affected could
i be segregated in order that we may have a sporting chance and
 to have a military guard placed at the entrance to the place where
we would be working. That was turned down. We suggested
to the management to close down the works and give the Orange-
man a dose of his own physic and teach him the hardships of
- unemployment. They told us that the hooligan element would
“break loose and that property would suffer. So you see that
~property in Belfast, as in other towns, is more sacred than life.
Workers were flying in all{directions from Belfast to seek employ-
~ ment. A good many others stood their ground. 1 was oﬁered
a job in Birmingham, but thought that it wotld be cowardly to
leave Belfast during this crisis. I thought that, on principle,
it was better to face the mus:c, and that if we are to go down
that we were going down in a good cause. (Applause).
‘Mr. O’'Donovan said that in the North of Ireland they were
iving under conditions that did not prevail anywhere else on
God's earth. They came to that Congress to try and better
~ themselves in the Trade Union movement—they were only trying
= to giphold the standard of the natural right to work and the right
to hve. L
Mr. Hanna, who admitted that he had had to put three thousand
~miles between Belfast and himself to open up his small mind
~and rid himself of ideas imbued into him, said that when he
_ went to work at Harland and Wolff’s on the Monday morning
the foreman came to him and advised him not to start work that
~day. He did not leave his work, but stuck on to Wednesday.
~ ““It was,” he added, “‘ odds on me amongst the Prods.” The
- men now driven from their work in Belfast were, as events had
always proved, the back-bone of Trade Unionism in the North.
en !abour troubles came there it was D. R. Campbel! Hazlett
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his first wife, who was also a Protestant, had to go because their
“father re-married and took a Catholic woman as his wife. Tolera-
tion, friends! During the strike for the g44-hours week the
capitalist classes saw that the Belfast workers were one. That
unity had to be broken, and it was accomplished by appeals to
‘the basest passion and intensive bigotry. When that intolerance «
and bigotry cooled and simmered down, those now expelled from
work because of religious or political or social beliefs could
perhaps crawl back. ‘‘ We don’t want that humiliating condi-
tion. We want to go back with the God-given right to work for
wur wives and families, the God-given right to work and enjoy
the fruits of our labour, irrespective of creed or class’’ (applause).
The objective behind the present situation in Belfast was to split
the workers, and that was proved in the fact that meetings organ-
ised to drive out the Catholics were held in the yards of Workman
and Clark; but when Jim Larkin went outside the yards to
organise the workers in the Labour movement for their own
benefit he got six months in gaol. Any man who spoke in
favour of the advancement of labour was a victim, and in this
connection he pointed to the work of Simon Greenspon, a Jew,
who did great work during the 44-hours strike, and was now in
England expounding the cause of the Belfast expelled workers.
They, were proud of Greenspon. He expressed the hope that
pressure would be brought to bear on the Trade Unions across =
the water to pay the men locked-out their full wages, and men-
tioned that the Pluombers’ Society were giving their members

., 42 a week. That should be done in equity and justice, for the
men affected were ﬁghtung one grand cause—the right to live.
1Applause).

- Mr. Hennessy (N.U.R. ) said he was sure that Congress listened to
the statement of the deputahon on the present situation in Be!fast
with feelmg: of the greatest disgust. They would stand by their
fellow-workers in Belfast, and would not rest unmti} they had
extricated them#from their present position, and had secured the W
right to live, as God had given them, to work in Belfast or any
other city or town in Great Britain or Ireland in which they
thought it necessary to make a home. The occasion would have
to be met by action, and, as on other occasions, they looked to
the National Executive to give them a lead. They looked ‘o
the Executive to take the situation in hand immediately that
Ccrgress was over, and decide on the best steps to be taken to
do away with the very pitiable state of affairs now existing. There
was no doubt about it but the Cathobc workers of Belfast were
going through their hour of He proposed—** That this

i o “views with regret sgust the serious attacks made
on » workers of Belfast, and authorises the National Executive
to immediately take whatever action may be desxred to protect
the interests of our victimised fellow-workers.”” In fighting this =
question the Executive would not aloné have the unflinching

Bup?ost dE the railwaymen, but of every organised wotket :n'-f‘
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Mr. Campbell (Belfast T.C.) seconded. The history of the National
Executive for the last couple of years gave them every confidence in
_passing this matter on to it. There was no doubt but that the
event: leading to the present state of affairs in Belfast were
fomented by the thinkers on the opposite side in order to destroy
- the unity that had grown, following the solidarity of labour in
Belfast ‘on the g44-hours week strike. There was some high
political move, and the economic one of the immediate moment,
at the back of the outburst, which was swelled up by a six months’
da in the Press, .
'Mr. Bradley (A.E.U.) said he did not think the resolution
moved was explanatory enough, and moved the following as an
~ amencment : ‘‘ That the delegates assembled at the Irish Labour
Party and Trade Union Congress regret that Belfast has proved
, again the most fertile soil in which to sow the seeds of dissension
in favour of capitalism and against Trades Unionism. Trade
Unionists demand the right to work and the nght to live, and
consider the organised onslaught on certain workers in Belfast
~ a direct stab at labour, the workers only safeguard. We call
upon all Trade Unions to use-every means at their disposal to
see that 'their members can carry on their ordinary occupations
withont molestation.  Further, if by common sense and reasoning
- the Belfast men do not refrain from molestation, this Congress
~mstructs its Executive authority to bring into operation ways
| and means, even of a very drastic character, to ensure freedom
. for organised workers, Independent of what views they hold,
- religious or political.”’
. The Chairman tules this was not an amendment, and sug-
§  gested that if Mr. Hennessy and Mr. Bradley conferred they
1 17 qmld agree on the wording of a resolution.
~ Mr. Bradley agreed, and went on to say that it was necessary
o preserve the greater amount of self-control, the wider and
.~ more troubled became the times, in order that thef should not
~ do anything of a rash character that may hindgr their progres-
sive movement. They wanted to give all freedom of action
~ and the right to hold any views so long as these views did not
- come into direct conflict with the right of all to live and work
~in a free country. To achieve that purpose, action of a very
drastic character may have to be adopted—even to the extent
of stopping all imports into Belfast. ‘‘ We will,” he said, ‘‘have
to give them a dose of their own medicine; and we cannot fight
ﬁg{‘c hooligans with gloves on, but must use our bare fists to it.”

of his Union who (at their Executive the
of the Belfast workgé: before it, and askedumu?g gz:::tiame
r the men locked out in Belfast. ‘I moved,” he said, “
at thg& Executive mee.tm.g tha: our members xﬂ’wﬁé

Collins (Electricians) mentioned that Greenspon. was the
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And T was told if 1 changed my resolution fo read *lock-out
benefit ° T would get 2 man from London to second it. And I
had  to do so.”” Their general secretary at that meeting tried
to cloud the issue and make out that the present situation was
brought about by retaliatory methods. That reasoning was based
on one of the officials of their Union and a member oFthe Execu-
tive driving forty miles in a char-a-banc and seeing a couple of
police barracks burned down. He denied the suggestion that
there was aggression by their section of the workers to call for
retaliation, but seeing' the attitude of the official element of British
Labour he had to consider the position, and carried a resolution
sending Greenspon to “get into touch with the British Labowr
Party, but he had not succeeded yet in getting that interview.
“1 hope the Executive will take up the whole matter immedi-
ately; but, for God’s sake, do not depend on any support from
the official element ih the British Labour Party.”

Mr. Cathal O'Shannon said that if the workers in the ship-
yards and other industries in Belfast, even though in a minority,
-against whom these pogroms were carried out, took a lesson
from the workers in other countries it would not be quite so
easy to drive them out. They should take up seriocusly, as an
-essential of the Trade Union and Labour movement the §
founding of labour police or trade union police. The whole
question: was whether a man with his trade union card is not
going to be allowed to work without the application of any terms
except those contained in the rules of his Union. ‘' We say that
in-other parts of Ireland strong on Republican lines, that if
anybedv asked a trade immionist to step out of his work if he
did not give a pledge of allegiance to Dail Eireann, that we would
fight on that issue just exactly as the men now out in Belfast
are fighting.”” (Applause). Mention had been made of drastic
action and measures in this matter, but they should not forget &
in this connection that' they could enly apply part of the remedy,
for they did not control industry or trade unions in Belfast. In
a somewhat similar situation in Hungary the Communists and
trade ‘unionists |were pogrommed as the workers are now in
Belfast. Certain action was taken, but it was taken universally.
“Therefore, with the control of the big industrial organisations,
the Labour Party across the water had a weapon in its hand
which, if they wield it, would soon settle the question of the
Belfast shipyards. But they did not use it for themselves,
they did not use it for Ireland, and he did not believe they would
do it for Belfast. '‘ We must,”” he concluded, *‘therefore go
along and tell them that this is not a political question, but an §
industrial question. _It is not a political question except in the
‘broad sense. It is a trade union question. Tt is the last battle
of capitalism and landlordism against the rising working class.”
(Applause). K’ : F
~ Mr. Anthony (Cork), supporting the resolution, moved an
-addendum that “ It be an instruction to the National Executive




| i 106
to request the various bodies affiliated to this Trade and Labour =
Congress to levy themselves for the financial support of the
victimised men of Belfast.”” In that way, he considered, the hands:

“of the Executive would be strengthened. . The hrase ** drastic

' action,’’ he pointed out, was capable of one or two interpreta-

W tions; and Mr. Cathal O’Shannon had pointed out the danger
'+ in one direction if it took a certain form. He was sure they
could leave the question of action to the Executive; and that the
Executive, with the history it had in the Labour movement for
the last few years, would do nothing wrong. If the trade and.

r bodies put their hands in their pockets as a tentative
measure they would be doing the right thing at the moment. .
e Chairman—I would ask Mr. Anthony to withdraw that adden-

um.

Mr. Anthony—I will.

Chairman—It is a question of principle and not of relief.
He added that the workers of Ireland would fight to bring the-
issue to a successful close. They had to make it clear that they
were not concerned with men’s political or religious beliefs. They
demanded the right of the Belfast Catholic or Protestant to live
and work, and that he must have freedom of thought. Mr.

~ Hanna informed him that the number of persons affected is 12,000 ;.
~ and that one-fourth of them are Protestants. He then put the revised'

. resolution as agreed to by Messrs. Hennessy and Bradley: * That

y this Congress views with regret and disgust the serious attacks made-

1 on the workers of Belfast, and authorise the incoming National
* Executive to take immediately whatever action they may deem neces-

. Sary to protect the interests of our fellow-workers.”

/It was carried with acclamation, and Messrs. Travers and

ﬁ-l!mma thanked Congress for its action. .

? ¢

MTE JOHN CLARKE (Typographical Association, Beifast).

~The Chairman said that since Congress last met John Clarke-'*
.pa.ssed away. He asked the delegates’ to rise in their places:
d signify their respect to his memory.
~ This was done.

MTEHNATIGNAI.

~ The discussion on reference in the National Executive Report
the Internationale was continued, and in connection therewith
he following resolution was taken :
- ¢ Whereas the Seoond Internationale at a rc:hent Gnafl;;- ¥
R ucerne cd;raolutmmbo&;ung e principle
tﬁ&mhnmdug’yoi
'im&rhmmandwhms,mtﬁeognmd -
Mam:udcmre;ardb}h.smmw- '
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the Second Internationale immediately; and, furthermore,
directs its affiliation with the Third Internationale.”’

—Dublin Trades Council.

Mr. Farrelly moved and Mr. Mitchell seconded the adoption
-of the resolution. 3

Mr. MacPartlin (Carpenters) opposed the resolution. He never
knew of the existence of an Irish Socialist Party. He knew cranks
who thought they were Socialists.  There were men like Walter
“Carpenter, Rooney and William O’Brien

_Mr. O'Brien — Mr.. Chairman, 1 can produce documentary
evidence that I am not a Socialist, and that 1 have never been
a Socialist (laughter).

Mr. MacPartlin said that the ruling idea, the one common
4actor, with the Irish people, was to have Ireland identified all
over the world by the workers as a separate nation. ‘* How
many,”” he asked, ‘' like myself, know anything about the Inter-
nationale, or want to know anything about it? We want to
know about Ireland and the Labour movement in Ireland. He =
;asked Congress to turn down Rooney and Carpenter and the
resolution, and leave the Report as it stood.

Mr. Duffy (Drapers) wished to point out that the resolution
was not, in order, because it asked for certain reasons that they
should withdraw from the Second Internationale. * You can-
not,”’ he said, *‘ withdraw from a body with~which you were ¢
‘never, affiliated. And I ask you, Mr. Chairman, to refuse this
‘motion of the Dublin Trades Council, for it is founded on ignor-
ance, and is not in order.”’ \ ' |

The Chairman read the first paragraph on page 31, which
‘states : ‘* To remove some evident misunderstandings, it is desir- |
:able to point out that sending the Irish Labour delegation <
Berne conference did not involve affiliation to what is called t
* Second International.” *’ g

Mr. Cathal O’Shannon supported Mr. Rooney's motion, and
also Mr. Duffy’s contention, that the Dublin Trades’ Council ¥
resolution on the Third Internationale was out of order. It was
«quite clear that the Report meant to make it plain that the Irish |
Labour Party and Trade Union Congress never sffiliated. The =
‘invitation to affiliate with the Second Internationale was sent to
the National Executive, and it decided not to .affiliate, and on
‘that the Communists and brother Nolan's friends all agreed, but |

‘for different reasons. He supported Mr. Rooney, because !
Executive might have expressed the reasons that that parti
meeting of the National Executive did not affiliate.  **)
reason,”” he said, ‘““would pretty well be, known, because the
“‘Second Internationale burst ugoadtvthe beginning of the war, s
-since then it is a moribund y, dead and done with, having
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Germany and the pro-war Labour Party in England. It is.
- practically dead and damned. If it were a fact that this Congress:
 were not affiliated to it because of the present state of disor-
- ganisation, and where there would exist so much conflict of
. opinion, if the question arose, that is a reason why Ireland should
be in, in order that our little efforts may be directed towards
making a real and effective instrument out of the Second Inter-
nationale.”” The Dublin Trades Council resolution was out of
order, and it appeared that those who proposed it did not know
the difference between the Second and Third Internationale. They
did not know anything about it. ‘' The constitution of the Third
Internationale is a Communist constitution,’’ said Mr. O’Shannon,
*“and I tell Mr. MacPartlin that the Socialist Party of Ireland is
a Communist Party. And I don’t believe that the Third Inter-
‘nationale can admit to affiliation a non-communist organisation
such as the Irish Labour Party and Trade Union Congress.
The resolution ought to be wlthdrawn, and he asked Congress:
. to show that the particular reasons in the Report are not the
reasons why they did not affiliate to the Second Internationale.

« Mr. Thomas Johnson, defending the National Executive’s Report,
- said that he pres that Mr. Rooney's motion was to refer the-
‘paragraph back, ey could not delete the work of the
~ National Executive. o t is the opinion,” he continued, ** of
the majority of the Executive that for the reasons stated in the
~ Report it is not desirable to attempt affiliation with either the
* Second or Third Internationale at the present time. 1 contend
? “that the reasons given, if there were no other reasons, are suffi-
~cient. Some of us may have additional reasons; but while the
. present state of disorganisation exists there will be so much

br conflict of opinion within the Labour and Socialist parties of the-

~ world respecting the constitution of any future Internationale, that
~ we should not, in my opinion and in the opinion of, the majority of
. the Executive, seek affiliation, because we were not in a position-
to decide on the merits or demerits of the policy the working-
. class organisations of the world should pursue respecting their

o relations to their governments, in regard to dictatorship of the
A

i

| mot discussed them, but they are being discussed throughout
e world. - While "there is this _disorganisation, while there is
universal conflict of opinion in the different countries, 1 say
vould be a calamity for us to enter into controversy about them in
his country (hear, hear). 1In the present state of affairs we are better

ing our own work.- ommtrymﬂtothalnmmlebem“‘

proletariat, etc. Their principles are in divergence. We have- |
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The Chairman put Mr. Rooney’s motion, and on a poll there
voted : : :
For
Against st g;

The motion was accordingly declared lost. =~ The resolution .
moved by the Dublin Trades Council was withdrawn, and the
reference in Report then put and adopted.

FRATERNAL DELEGATES' ADDRESS.

The Chairman introduced the fraternal delegates—Messrs. E.
Shinwell (representing the Scottish Trade Union Congress) and
Saklatvala (of the Workers’ Welfare League of India). He said
that a telegram had been rteceived from Mr. James Hood, Kilmar-
nock, Scotland, who was appointed to accompany Mr. Shinwell,
saying that owing to illness he was unable to travel and wishing the
Congress success.

Mr. E. Shinwell (Scottish Trades Union Congress), who was
received with applause, extended to Congress greetings of a most
cordial kind from their comrades in the Scottish Labour move-
ment. He did so with particular pleasure, having regard to
the intimate relations that had always existed between the Irish
and Scottish Trades Union Congresses, They had been good

enough to send delegates to the Scottish Congress, and they (

responded. In that way a real genuine bond of fellowship had'
been created between the two movements. In the earlier part

of that Congress speakers had referred in scathing and disparaging.
terms to the Labour Party on the other side. e suggested that

the generalisation was rather too sweeping in character. There
remained in the Labour Party many who were profoundly dis-
satisfied with the ambiguous and vacillating utterances of the

leaders of the British Labour Party, and particularly “in regard j
q
3

to their ambiguity on the Irish question. (Hear, hear). He
was very glad to say that the Scottish Labour movement had
made its position perfectly.clear, and he had been asked to convey
to them a resolution which was unanimously agreed to no later
than July 10 at a special congress convened by the Scottish Trade
Union movement. That resolution says: **That this Congress
views with alarm the present grave position in Ireland, where

every demand of the people for freedom‘is met by military repres-
s expresses the opinion that the only solution

sion; and
of the Irish problem is in the granting of complete self-government
to the Irish people, to whom it expresses its sympathy in their
struggle for freedom, and further demands that the engine of
repression, the army of occupation, be withdrawn from Ireland;

and that the popularly elected representatives shall be made *

~ responsible for keeping order and making laws for the gmremmu:lﬁ“ s
. of the country” An addendum to that resolution was subse-
‘quently adopted to the efiect that * Congress calls upon its =

N

.'?“l

.
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~ affiliated organisations to refuse to manufacture, handle and
tmrls rt munitions or transport troops for the purpose of repres-
* sion in Ireland.” (Applause). He considered his visit to Cork
- on the present occasion unique and in the somewhat rare and
~ refreshing intervals that his nerves were not disturbed by machine.
f guns, and that was not requested to ‘‘halt” at the point of
- J‘ murderous-looking weapons being held up'to his nose, he was
s ahle to exploit hitherto unknown regions and make exhaustive
" inquiries on the present state of affairs. He had also listened
[n'n with interest to the discussion on the deplorable and tragic situa-
rﬁJ_tm“ in Belfast. - And he would go back to Scotland to tell of all

he had seen and heard, in the hope that the Scottish movement
L would be of still greater assistance to Ireland in the future. ‘““The
&~ first thing,”” he continued, ‘‘ that I wish to say is that, in my
. judgment, there will be no peace in Ireland until complete inde-

i pendence has been established.”” (Applause). And, again, that

. the first approach to peace must come through the withdrawal of
%‘-ﬂae army of occupation. And over and above all, that if there
were to be reservations, these must be subject to the consent of
‘the Irish people, and cannot be imposed from without. Further-
. more, and which I believe to be of the utmost importance, that
ﬂle fend between the Irish people and the British Government
may assume such proportions as to creatée a chasm that will
bacome unapproachable, and, in addition, that this feud ‘may
involve the British workers. I have reached these conclusions,
bt -'ﬁ'ld my future policy, and I hope the future policy of the ‘Secottish
. movement, will be determined by these conclusions.’ Proceed-
ing, he struck a note of criticism, and said that unless the Labour
movement in Ireland grew up alongside of and assisted its
mfluence in the political movement the problems of labour would

n to be solved after political independence had been secured.
m., hear). He also suggested that it was desirable, having
¥ mgaré! to the whole facts of the case, and particularly bearing
, in mind what was happening in Belfast at present, to get into
- ¢loser communication with the workers of England and Scotland,
id place before them in the Trades Union branches and else-
here the facts both regard to the Belfast situation and the
pid and pernicious activities of the military in the South and -
‘est. He was convinced that the workers on t'ht otber !id-e

3:?




 to come into line with the workers of the world, for with

. Mr. Saklatvala (Workers’ Welfare League, India), who was
~enthusiastically received, said that the day was almost at .hm gl
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intended; and they had come to the conclusion that ‘‘ our first
and immediate task must be to overthrow the present British
Government.  “* We may,” he said, ‘‘differ with regard to
method and certain details, but in this fundamental question the '
Scottish movement is united —the present British Government
must go.”” In Scotland they were confronted with a great many
after-war problems, particularly in the industrial centres, where
there was a considerable amount of unemployed labour. On the
Clyde practically one thousand men were dismissed every Satur-
day from the shipyards, and that has been going on for some
time. Trades Unionists were beginning to feel the pinch. The
official trade union had itself to blame, for in the agitation over
twelve months ago for a reduction of hours of labour it criticised
the movement of the Clyde workers, and did all it could to hamper
and impede their forces. The authorities became alarmed and,
following custom, sent tanks and all the machines of war down
with the excuse that private property was in danger. ‘‘The
men were beaten down,’”’ he said, ' and some of us for our sins
enjoyed the hospitality of His Majesty in some of the instithtions.
on the other side. But that movement was the first great indus-
trial movement in Scotland. It will go on and grow, and if the
official trades union movement is not prepared to recognise the
new spirit and the new constitution in the movement, then the
official movement must go thé way of obsolete things.” Hg =
mentioned that at present Scotlnad was in_the throes of a great
rent war against the Rent Act, which ga‘e landlords liberty to
demand an increased rent of forty per cent. from the tenants.
It had been decided not to pay rent until the obnoxious Act was
withdrawn from the Statute Book. On the question of organisa-
tion of labour they had also conferred, and they were no longes
going to permit the capitalist classes to decide what was a faic
day’s work and a fair day's pay. Their primary object would
be the control of industry by the workers through the medium
of trades union organisations. The Parliamentary Committee Had
considered the whole question of organisation, and particularly =
the question” of a central authority, which would have the powe=
to compe! the ranks to accept its authority. In Scotland they
recognised the essential of the international spirit.  They believed
that no nation could stand alone, that no nation could be com-
etely independent; that there should be, and that tl'gere s,
identity of interests. That the Irish workers and Scottish and
English can find some common ground, and that that common ol
= d can be extended to the wmtri eg: the world. lzc as{:uf;:.‘ b
Irish workers, while recognising r aspirations and giving |
Eﬁ}%aymthmr ideals and the creation of national saati’ments__,!.‘,’

workers of all lands united they had nothing to lose except their
chains, and had the whole world to gain. anpplause}. b 1

Ak
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. when they would forget lands and nationalities and remember
 only the workers, irrespective of labels of nations or religion.
It was impossible for them to divide themselves. Hitherto, the divi-
1 ' sions of man from man was perpendicular; but the time had come
. when they would have to re-group humanity horizontally—to take up
| those who remained so long the bottom doge—not to make them top-
P % dogs, but so as that there shall be no bottom or top-dogs. They in
& Ireland were a Christian nation, and should so fashion their lives as to
i be a pattern to others. If their lives were not such, it was the
~ lives of the beasts of prey in the shape of human form. (Applause).
‘' He drew a picture of the idle rich, and asked what would it be
- it the miner and all other workers were to emulate that example.
' & There would be starvation, cold, hunger, and the absolute closing-
. § upof industry. If the process were reversed, and all made work,
! the duke would lose his dyspepsia, and by honest work give
1§ them 240 tons of coal per year extra. (Applause). They claimed
1 that the world should live the life of the worker, and every man
I would have comfort and happiness, and there would be an end
'} to jealousies and bickerings and the free play by one upon the
& many. He referred to the present world expenditure of society,
~and vividly described the ill conditions of housing, etc.; and these
. things existed because on everything they had to work they found
| it was the property of someone glse, who said this is my~land
' or these are my materials. The juggling institutions of mankind,
- called Parliaments, wgre responsible, for they so legislated that
1 those who did no wofvoted the laws to make them the owners
:.s%of everything in the world. They, as workers in Ireland or
8 Scotland, and all over the world, could never become masters
of their.own destiny or owners of-the goods they produced unless
were owners of the raw materials. They could secure these
‘e for the proletariat by an honest process of international *‘ Com-
. munionism,”’ and disregarding the present dishonest system of
= granny That system of tyranny was allowed to continue because
the British workers’ organisation helped the masters to remain
owners of the raw materials, by going out and training millions
" of slaves, paid 6d. to 14d. a day, to work on the same industries
. as were conducted at home. He produced an Indian paper,
~ entitled ** Capital,”’ giving lists of names of many Englishmen
and financing great factories in Indis and in the" East,
‘and said : * Take my word, in the next five years those master-

‘ses are going to say to you that they will no longer b
material to these countries, bécause they have ar;:ﬁ

eip labour.. My qufm lgrou : ase
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there will be held in Bombay the first Indian Trades Umon
Congress, (Applause).

The -Chairman formally moved a vote of thanks to tbez: ,
“colleagues from Scotland and India. -

The voté was carried with acclamation, and in conveying it
the Chairman, on behalf of the workers of Ireland, presented
Mr. Shinwell and Mr. Saklatvala with a memento of their visit—
viz. : ““ The Fall of Feudalism,” by Michael Davitt; ‘* The Evolu- -
‘tion of Sinn Fein,” by Robert Mitchel] Henry; and ** Labour in =
Ireland,” by james Connolly.

Both delegates heartily thanked Congress for these gifts, and
~cordially acknowledged the enthuuastlc receptions given them.

The Chairman proposed: ‘' That we send greetings .in the
name of the Irish workers to the workers of India at their
forthcoming Congress.”’ o |

Passed unanimously.

ARBITRATION IN TRADE DISPUTES.

The discussion on the N.E. Report was resumed.

Touching this item in the Report, Mr. Johnson said that
the National Executive thought it very necessary that there
should be a general note of warning uttered to the wholg
trade union movement in Ireland against an idea that had |
been d:;semnated, quite mnowrtly perhaps, but nevertheless 1
an  injurious notion, that because there were certain comn-
.ditions in the pohucal world, certain changes tsking place im
their midst, that they must give way the right to strike. It =
had been snggested here and there that al} disputes between |
employers and employed, especially relations between lo¢al authori- 3
“ties and their employees, that t must be something in the
nature of compulsory arbitration. The idea was going forth
that strikes must not be allowed, - and that trade umions must |
-submit their cases to arbitration; and, incidentally, that employers
must submit their cases to arbitration. He had nothing to say
in respect to the employers; but, so far as the Trade Union
movement as a whole was concerned, and as the present National
Executive can influence it, ' we will dot submit to compulsory
arbitration in trade union disputes under any ernment or
under any. authonty‘; He hoped it woubllfrg‘o forth mm i
that an; compulsory arbitration in nion

”m to be fought. He did net thirtk that once

. s had s enthmwﬂu]dbeanyfurtherneedtonfu {

to | but he thought Congmss should speak its mind !

«on that owaswn and so settle the question—that the Trade Union _:

‘movement is against compulsory arbitration, and will not avr.ee’ _'

m compulsion being enforced under any authority wha:ever
The Reference was agreed.
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* MUNITIONS OF WAR STRIKE.

a On this part of the National Executive Report, Mr. Duffy
1 (Drapers) said that this matter transcended in importance any-
'  thing attempted so far by the railway and Labour movement,
- and he thought that there should be a clear expression of opinion
-.'- in it by the parties most directly interested. He also thought
. Congress should express its opinion of the attitude of the General
Secretary of the N.U.R., who from the first day of the dispute
and all through had done everything in his power to side-track
. the issue, and hide the fact that the Irish railwaymen and dockers
;a.re refusing to handle materials to be used for the purpose of
: ; and is endeavouring to direct attention to something he
1 {Mr Thomas) called Dominion Home Rule. - Six weeks ago a
. conference with railwaymen from Dublin, Cork and Belfast took
ace in Bristol on this question of munitions transport, but, so
ar as they could understand from the published reports, there
‘was no mention by Thomas and Cramp of munitions at all. Their
~whole interest was to get the rank and file of the railwaymen in
Ireland to discuss with Lloyd George the momentous question of
Dominion Home Rule.. The sympathy of the Executive of the
" NLU.R. towards the Irish railwaymen was manifested clearly by
~ the fact that not one penny of money has the Executive paid to
:ﬁe victimised Irish workers. He thought, too, that there should
e.an expression from the representatives’ of the N.U.R. as to
hat did transpire at that conference; and also at the interview
with Lloyd George, because if the pubh‘ihed statements were
correct they were entirely venomous. As a matter of fact, &
very important question was raised in that discussion : the ques-
tion of the withdrawal of the army of occupation from Ireland.
Che interpretation placed wpon that request by Thomas was
ighly dangerous and controversial. Mr. Thomas defiied the
rmy of occupation as the excess in military over and above the
re-war standard for Ireland. That is not the army of occupa-
‘tion, for when they asked for the withdrawal of the army of
“occupation from Ireland they meant every soldier, satlor and every
‘armed section of the garrison in Iréland. One member of the
‘&pw‘.atm, at least, fell into Mr. Thomas's trap, much to their
surprise s was entitled to receive from the representa-
‘tives of ‘the N, U.R. the true facts, and the views of their Executive
n the matter. There were also some other organisations affected,
some of them might require advice, as the question was
asked astowhatdldﬁmnmumtmsdwar 'I‘bm:q

4
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status, was without foundation.  Furthermore, at >the inferview
_vof the British Labour Parliamentary Committee with the Prime
Minister, Mr. Thomas introduced a modification of the N.U.R.
resolution, which was not justified by British Trade Union
Congress or by the supporters of the N.U.R. That modification

was Dominion Home Rule, with countSv option to contract out.

The Chairman pointed out that this discussion could only be '
raised on the resolution of the National Executive dealing with
the government of Ireland.

Mr.  MacPartlin said that they should avail of the occasion
to congratulate the railwaymen for the splendid effort they were
making on behalf of the people of Ireland. - (Applause).” The
railwaymen were showing an absolutely unselfish spirit that should
be recognised, and Congress ought be proud to congratulate them
on one of the best fights ever made for Ireland.

Mr. J. Birmingham (irish Secretary N.U.R.) said that the
aailwaymen in Ireland were prepared in the interests of the country
and to safeguard evervbody without considering their own interests to
adopt the course they had taken. ** Five hundred of these men,’”
he continued, ‘* went without wages or pay for three weeks, and
were determined to continue it. ‘That, probably, is the test for
wour critics.’” He reminded them that they had, however, to
abide by the rules and regulations of their Union.  As to the Bristol
<conference, he was sorry that there was a victim made in Cork.
That man was an old politician, and in order to bring, perhaps, a
«closer and clehrer issue Ke immediately took on a certain amount
.of political prescience, no doubt with the intention of creating a
‘solution of the question. ‘' With regard to the Bristol confer-
‘ence,’”’ he added, ‘' we have no apdo%m}to make; we do not
iintend to make any apology. Thank ome thing did take
‘place in Bristol at that conference, so far as the N.U.R. was
concerned, and that was that we were able to cement our members,
North and South, together. We stand out as a body of men
not only willing but prepared to make sacrifices in the interests
«of our country. (Applause). ; R
. Mr. Foran, correcting the impression made that it was the
railwaymen were the first to start the fight against munitions,
said it was the Dublin Dockers started the fight. He hoped that
Mr. Hart, who represented the Belfast Dockers, would take the
‘opportunity to repudiate the statement that appeared in the news-
papers on Tuesday, August 3rd, that ** the Belfast dock labourers

AN i et e it

not work with anyone who assisted those in the muni

of war strike.”" He regretted to hear Mr. Birmingham standir

up so rigidly for rules. Rules could be too rigidly observed, and

~_in the present case by observing the rules they would be helpu')g"._j o
 to murder their own kith and kin, & L
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. to Congress he was in Belfast, and there learned that forty-five:
 men were victimised, and perhaps because of the fact mentioned.
. He had a meeting of those men, stated to them what he intended” .
 to do in order to put matters right, and these men were quite
* satisfied with the efforts he was making on their behalf; and he
. could answer Congress that these men would get all the assist-
" ance possible for him to give them. It was reported in the
‘" Belfast Evening Telegraph ’ that the Catholic workers in the-
lower dock victimised other workers. That statement is untrue,
‘and only emanates from the brain controlling the *‘ Belfast Evening
" Telegraph.’”” = The men victimised would have to be re-instated
*_and compensated for time lost owing to that victimisation. “‘If
that were not done,’’ he said, *‘ we will ask the Transport Federa-
gion to hold up all steamers and give Belfast Unionists a dose of
their own medicine. ;
Mr. Hennessy said that there should be no jealousy between
. the Unions in this question. It was immaterial who started the -
. strike.  The railway are involved in it, and they should all’
b eciate each other’s services (hear, hear). It should be remem-
‘bered that the Executive of the Railwaymen’s Union was not in
- Ireland; and that they had to be bound by the rules of the Union
50 far as thée administration and benefits of the Union are con--
cerned. ‘' The railwaymen in Ireland,”” he said, ‘‘are acting
| according to their conscience, and do not care whether or not the
rules allow any benefits or not. We are using our position as
citizens of this country.”” He wished to thank sincerely their
. comrades throughout Ireland for the splendid financial support
they had given them; and to pay tribute to the National Executive,
to whom-they went for advice, and who were their guides in the:
- struggle. They did not recognise anyone outside the four shores
. of Ireland (hear, hear). ‘ If we can get,”” he concluded, ‘‘assist~
'~ ance from other workers—and I have not given up hepe—if wer
can get that support and help, by all means we will accept it.
we get no help we will still go on with this struggle, and go-
down as Irishmen, or come to the top as Irishmen.” (Applause).
 Mr. Kelly (Belfast) said that the Transport Workers had been
charged with starting vicitimisation at the docks. He repudiated
that emphatically.
~ The Chairman said that they were engaged in ons of the
est fights that the Irish Labour movement nad ever taken
It was no time for criticising one another. It was a time
or being-loyal to each other. ey
Mr. Bradley said that the Natiopal Executive in this crisis
ried out their duties admirably, and Congress was unani-

it in their hands to carry it on to the end.

v Ié'
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was entitled to say that the railwaymen, at least, had acquitted |
themselves in a proper and admirable manner. They did not
mind who took the lead; but, he said, *“ we are the men who
will be there at the finish. et us all go on and win the battle
for Ireland, and make it what it shoyld be—a free and happy
land.” ~(Applause). . :
Mr. Davin (R.C.A.) thought that the question of support or
etherwise from the leaders of amalgamated unions across the
water was being laboured too much. “‘If the delegates here,”
he said, ““simply concentrate their influence on the struggle and
give the necessary assistarice to prosecute the fight to a successful
conclusion, they will be doing better work for the Labour move-
men and the men engaged in the fight.”’ Mr. Dufly had raised
the point as to the definition of munitions. The Executive had
clearly laid down and defined the position from that point of view,
and no one would dispute the fact that not one section of the
workers engaged in the fight went outside that definition.
He wished them to concentrate on the question of financial assist-
ance in response to the appeal -of the National Executive. Everyone 8
who recognised the principles of the fight, who agreed with the appli-  §§
cation of the principle of self-determination for the country, should
give the silver bullets to assist the fight. Therefore, parish
committees should be formed to see that every man and woman
subscribed to the fund in the several districts. ‘' The time may
come,’’ he added, ** when the transport industry will close down,
with resultant disorganisation throughout the country; and the
different districts must be ready to face that position, and have
certain organisation to meet the requirements. Therefore [ hope
that Congress will send a message to the Irish people, saving it
is the duty of every Irishman and woman to subscribe to the
fund in support of the men engaged .in the fight. (Applause).
Mr. Larkin (Waterford) said that the action of the Irish rail-
waymen since they came back from the Bristo] Conference was
sufficient answer to the critics of anything that was reported as
having happened there . (Hear, hear). They had placed the
conduct of the strike in the hands of the National Executive of
the Trish Labour Party; and went as trade udionists to their own
Union to discuss the question of the strike, and that only, in spite
of attempts to side-track them from the main issue. There may
have been some slight errors, little te¢hnical offences, but the
ultimate result was the accomplishment of having five men from
the North and South of Ireland, five men of extreme views in
 opposite directions, voting for one resolution : the wi'tbdrawat.-of E
. the army of occupation from Ireland. *‘ Regarding the question
‘of responsibility,” he said ‘T think our attitude proclaims that
we recognise our nsibility is to the people of Ireland, and
no one outside it; and that attitude has been maintained right
through.' He expressed appreciation of the manner in which
the workers andveﬂﬂe of Ireland were backing them up in the
 struggle, Mr. Bradley had struck the right note when he said “"
W 7 G RN | by IV
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that the National Executive had justified itself in the conduct of

. the fight, and he (Mr. Larkin) was bound to say that the railway-

;-m reiterated their confidence in the National Executive and
- left the matter in their hands to carry it fo 'a successful issue.

~ * Mr. Nason (Cork) moved the closure, and it was agreed.

The reference in Report was unammously adopted.

SCRUTINEERS,

- The following were nominated for the position (five) of
Scrutmeers
Seumas Byrne, Dublin,
Alderman McGuirk, Dublin. B
W. Kenneally, Cork.
J. Farrelly, Dublin.
O. Hynes, Dublin. .
- JamesqBarry, Cork.
E. O’Mahony, Cork.
ohn Farren, Dublin.

i Irvine, Belf st. :
(‘nllow;y-, Iﬁ:ﬂm .

'-'I‘he poll resulted as follows: Eamon O'Mahony, Cork), 153;
ven Hynes, Dublin, 127; Wm. Kenneally, Cork, 115; Seumas
y Dublin, r114; Ald. MecGuirk, Dublin, 98; }arne:-, Barry,
r s 64; Jobhn Farren, Dublin, 45; J. J. Farrelly, Dublin, 35;
G ‘Gilloway, Dublin, 21.

Messrs O'Mahony, Hynes, Kenneally, Byrne and McGuirk
ere declared elected. -

Subsequently Mr. O’Mahony (the Chairman) announced that
_ ‘had received in sealed packets 300 ballot papers

~ Ald. O’Brien then called the roll, and the papcrs were dis-
 tributed.

Answering a peint raised by Mr. Vennard, Mr. R. Anthony
k) said that he was withdrawing his nomination for auditor-

-

IN DISTRIBUTIVE TRADES.,
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And there was moved as an amendment : !
‘“In the light of disturbances which have recently taken
place in Trades Union circles, and which have given the
avowed enemies of organised labour immense satisfaction,
this Congress is of opinion that the time has arrived when
an authoritative body should be set up with power to deal
with and finally settle all disputes' arising between unions or
sections of wunions. That this Congress empowers the
National Executive to act as an Arbitration Court, to-whom
all such disputes shall be submitted, and whose decisions
shall be final.”’—Irish Clerical and Allied Workers’ Union.

Mr. Duffy moved the resolution, and said that the question
of the amalgamation of Unions had been discussed for the past
two or three years, and at Drogheda last year Congress directed
that it be discussed at a special congress in order to promote
a scheme of amalgamation. That special congress had not been
called, but still there had been an amount of discussion between
unions that may be looked on as overlapping. So far as repre-
sentatives in the Distributive Trades were ¢oncerned, they were
called together, and Mr. Johnson placed before them the scheme
outlined in the Appendix. At that congress itself he averred
there was very substantial evidence to show the necessity for a
central authority wielding greater power and enjoying the full
confidence of the various unions. The Motor Permit question,
for instance, proved it, and- the dissatisfaction that did arise in.
conpection with that matter cduld never have arisen if there were
a ecentral authority exercising administrative powers to decide on
certain issues and to issue a mandate that would be binding on
all constituent unions. He that the National Execative
would this year carry out the instruction in the resolution, for
the question was one of first-rate importance. = *‘ Instead of more
Unions,”’ he said, ¢ we want greater unity amongst the Unions,
and the rank and file 6f the movement realise that the time for
closer organisation and greater unification has arrived, and that
we ¢annot allow any further time to pass without giving effect
to these proposals. The objections to one big union had passed }
long since. The workers of this country are sufficiently class g
conscious to recognise that sectional organisation, the overlapping |
organisation, is hurtful.”’ £ . !

Miss Cahalane (Dublin) seconded the resolution, and said that
her organisation felt the want of closer unity in their partimdat’l—i*

industry 2 : =4
1 Mr. Nolan said that the question involved great issues. m‘&i
was no. doubt but the principle uppermost in their minds that a
true unification in Ireland would abolish the wage-earning fallacy.
The Printing and Kindred Trades was a perfect piece of scientific *?-

o the amendment.  He was in thorough agree-
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. The Chairman—If the spirit of the resolution proposed by the
e Drapers Assistants is carried out there will be no necessity for
. your resolution at all. In these circumstances, if you withdraw
- your resolution and let Congress discuss the resolution on the
Executive’s réport, it will meet the case. | know, from my
~ dealings with you people, that they are in agreement with the
~ views of the National Executive on the matter.
Mr. Griffin—I agree.
Mr. Kelly (Shop Assistants) said that his Executive in London,
| before whom he put the matter, were agreed to do anything in
 the best interests of the Shop Assistants. If the new Union were
" adopted they would transfer any members who so deésired, and
those who did not could continue as individual members of the
¢ central branch. His Executive would welcome anything that in the

- opinion of their Irish members would be most advantageous for
them from a trade union point of view. They wanted closer
co-operation, because they had repeated cases of members trying

. to escape from one union into another. Immediate action was
| necessary to prevent overlapping and competition: between trades
unions—a condition that existed especially among the distributive
trades. He held that there should be brought into existence,
‘on proper industrial lines, one vast Union in the Distributive
Trades, and then they would have a national union in the true
sense.

_ Mr. O'Farrell opposed the resolution. It would be unfair to
. the incoming National Executive to pass the resolution if they
g ed it to be carried out, for there had been passed along
'..fto the National Executive already sufficient to keep them going
* for a considerable time to come. It was hardly fair to give them
- the task of evolving that grand theoristic ideal of one big union.
. Mr. Duffy was splendidly optimistic, but had not told them even

- of any progress being made with regard to the proposal for the
. Distributive Trade. To settle the question of one Big Union
- at a special congress was absolutely impracticable. Before they
tried to unite by conscription they should give sufficient time to
- see the success of the scheme in the Distributive Trades. The
principle of union by conscription was never successful. :

Mr. MacPartlin also opposed the resolution. = When he did
so twelve months ago he pointed out that the Transport Union
an example for any person who wanted ane large union.

Union was gomg on sufficiently well, but the people who
-nboutt;d: not join the Transport Union. ‘The question /
what was best for all the workers; and if such
best wﬁl&aprun by men like O'Farrell and

if they think it is necessary, will call the workers
‘a scheme. ‘Congress should turn down the
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that there should be something equivalent to a town-planning scheme
laid down for the building-up of the Irish Trade Union movement.

Mr. McCormack (Grocers” Assistants) opposed the resolution g
on-the grounds that any scheme for amalgamation Sf unions in " |
industrial trades should come from within and not from without.
He said that he did not get any official notification of the con-
ferences of the Distributive Trades except one, and at that meeting
he could not express any opinion for or against the scheme whi
was now propounded. They had no .opportunity of discussing
it, whereas the Union Mr. Kelly represented had,

Mr. O’Neill (Carpenters) asked what about the great amalga-~
mated societies whose ramifications extended far beyond the British
Isles, to America, Australia, Canada and Africa. The question
at issue involved a great task that should be minutely inquired
into at a small congress. :

Councillor Daly said that unless the motion at the previous
Congress were rescinded the present resolution was out of order.

The Chairman®agreed that the resolution was out of order,
and so ruled. :

The Report was then adopted.

« ADDENDUM TO REPORT.

DEPUTATION TO LONDON.

Mr. Daly moved the endorsement of above.

The Chairman said that this was only signed by six members
of the National Executive. It was a matter of importance
to the dLabour movement. It dealt with a deputation from the
Irish Labour Party National Executive to the British Trades
Union Congress. They received an invitation from the British
Trades Union Congress asking for a depuation from the National =
Executive to discuss matters arisi;ng out of the special Trade
Union Congress that was held dealing with the question of muni-
tions. They believed that they were entitled to go and meet =
their labour colleagues on the other side of the Channel. *‘But
. before we went,”’ he said, ‘‘we made our position quite clear—
we issued a statement to the effect that we were going to meet
our colleagues in the Labour movement to discuss matters arising |
out of the special Trades Union Congress. It was necessary
at the time to make our position quite clear because of the report
of the interview that the British Trades Union Congress had with |
the Prime Minister. We were at all times prepared to meet
our colleagues in the British Labour movement, but we were not |
géing‘to have any truck with any Government officials or palitical &
parties, At the interview we had an exchange of views, and -3
we put the position of the Irish Labour movement very clear. |
We declined emphatically to take part in any deputation to the
Prime Minister either with or without representatives of the British
Labour Party. A discussion took place on the serious position ia
Ireland, and we were asked to make suggestions to bring the present |
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_ situation to an end. And we did put up a proposition. We
made a proposition to the effect that if the Trades Unionists :
wanted to settle this vexed question of Ireland it could be done
" in a very simple way. We called attention to the statement
made by the Prime Minister of England on dealing with the
question of Poland, when, on July 21st, he made the statement:
* Poland has chosen her own govemment by universal suffrage,
and it was intolerable that any country {rom outside should come
in and impose upon her a government she does not want.’ ' We
| said that if they wanted to settle the Irish question it could be
 done in a purely constitutional way by deleting the first two
letters and substituting' the three letters, Ire. (Applause). That
did not seem to have the desired effect, because our colleagues
~ on the other side—they would not be able to get that done in
a purely constitutional way, though the British people and govern-
ment always boasts its constitution. In the course of further
discussion we made a further proposition, that if this question
_ were to be settled in a proper way it should “be settled between
- the selected representatives of the people of this country and the
~selected representatives of their country, and that so far as we
. in the Labour movement were concerned we were prepared to
do everything humanly possible to have an honourable settlement
‘of this seven-century dispute. ~We suggested a Constituent
Assembly, brought into being by an election oh adult suffrage
by proportional representation, and that this Assembly should
a Constitution for the government of this country, and
ﬂ:at we were prepared to give a guarantee that the people in
reland would honour the findings of such Constituent Assembly,
on condition that the British Government would agree that the
'ﬁmhngs of that body would be guaranteed by a neutral power—
- Amenica or Russia, we suggested. The Parliamentary Committee
ed and believed that the setting-up of a Constituent Assembly

e

~would meet the case, but on the question of the guarantee they
‘did not agree. They believed that it would be impossible to
;gt their people to agree that the findings should be guaranteed
; We said that we had been bitten too often -
to accept thmr word any more. ‘We also said that if the army
. of occupation were vnthdrawn—-and that withdrawal we demanded
—we were prepared to give ample guarantees that the people in
his country would be responsible for law and order. And that
 did not satisfy them that we were able to look after the
ernment of the country that then they could send back the
‘of ococupation. Wesndthnumwﬂﬁngﬁrﬂn o
to be tried in any one *
A B P A
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Mr. Campbell asked if he were to assume from the Chairman’s @
statement that the negotiations were going on through proxy— §
was there another party in Ireland, the only authoritative party, " §
to speak for the workers of Ireland on this particular matter, ¥
If that were the case, how could they {the deputation) give a
guarantee to rule Cork or any other district, from which the
troops were withdrawn, to preserve peace and order. * How
do we stand as a Trades Union Congress?” he asked. Can -
we speak up to a certain point, but not to the whole hog

The Chairman—I said, and still maintain, when the British
Trades Union Congress were not able to give any guarantees,
that the elected representatives of the country are the ple to
be taken into consultation.. We are democrats. We C.E(:n that
the people should rule. The people of Ireland not very long ago
gave their allegiance to a party on this particular question, and 1§
that being so, I believe that they would be the proper people to
settle eventually the question. = We as a Labour Party are pre-
pared to do our share in the work, and I do not think that we
went beyond our powers when we said that the workers are
prepared to take over the reins of government if necessary.

Mr. Johnson supplemented the Chairman’s statement by explain-
ing that the proposition put to them-was that they, representatives
of the workers of Ireland, should go behind the backs of the

people who were elected to represent the people generally for the
actual discussion on terms of settrlement =

TheReportwasagmed
Congress adjourned.
'I‘heAddendmn was appmed and Cougmss adgwrned.

DELEGATES EIITEHTAIIIED.

On Tuesday night the Cork and District deas .and La.bam' ﬂ
Counci] entertained the delegates to Congress at the Technical '1/
Institute, Sharman Crawf Street. The arrangements, which
were in the hands of the Receptlon Committee, were all that
could be deSired, and those present enjoyed themse! ves thoroughly.
Local artistes did their part in making the night a pleasant one.

Most of the delegates had arrived by 9.30, and the entertainment ;
was such that even if there were no curfew regulations very few
of them would have left before the early morning. As thi 2|
are, however, they had no option in the matter; all had to remam
until aﬁer 3 a.m. _
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8 IRISH LABOUR PARTY AND TRADES UNION CONGRESS.
l —_—

FOURTH DAY,—AUGUST 5th, 1820.

- When . Congress resumed at 9.30, in accordance with. the recom-
mendation of Standing Orders Committee, the following resolution
- was considered :—

VICTIMISATION OF DUBLIN SHIPPING CLERKS.

“‘ This Congress strongly condemns the' action of Coast Lines,
Ltd., in victimising 27 members of the clerical staff of those
sections of the Shipping Combine formerly known as the British
‘and Irish Steamship Company, the Tedcastle Line and the
‘Laird Line, because of legitimate trade union action taken by
them in support of their reasonable and just demands for better
conditions of service. Congress views the attitude adopted by
the Company as a challeénge to trade unionism generally ; calls
for the i iate reinstatement of the whole of the clerks still
locked out, and warns the officials immediately responsible for
the ant:qnated tyranny meted out to the victimised men that a
persistence in their present policy may have serious and far-
. reaching results for which they alone will have to accept
- responsibility. That copies of this resolution be sent to Messrs.
; nBﬁar.ry an,t,j Baird—the Dublin Managers of the Shipping Sections

Mr. O’Fan-ell moved the adoption of the resolution, and, reciting
~ the bistory of the case, said that the shipping clerks were only recently
rganised, and unfortunately they found their way into thrée different
urions, A demand for new conditions ad wages was ignored by the
shipping firms, and the clerks went on strike on May 6. Two days
‘after an offer from the shippers to %ve each man a fairly substantial
mcrease of pay as an individual but not as a trade unionist was
d, bec&usethemenngh’d mamtamedanvoﬁer should come
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grounds “that a number of the men were inefficient—a disability.
discovered in some men after 30 and 40 years’ service. The men
turned this down and the strike went on for three months. Strong
-economic pressure forced the men to go back, but 3t of them were
left out, and it was a remarkable fact that these were the men wha [
_jeined in the two-day strike for the release of the Mountjoy prisoners.
“T'he position of these men was terrible, because Mr. Barry controlled
ithe whole port of Dublin, and no matter where they went for employ-
ment they were met with the shadow of Mr. Barry, and it was
impossible to find employment. It was the same with the 22 clerks
-on the other side. There was an important principle involved, and
~Congress should send a message to Mr, Barry and Mr. Bird that in |
“this matter they are playing 2 dangerous game and one that may have B
far-reaching results, for Labour would not allow any section o
trample under foot legitimate trades union action in support of just
and legitimate demands.

Mr. Davin (R.C.A.) seconded the resolution, and pointed out that
ithe Dublin Corporation had instructed the Lord Mayor and High
Sheriff to see Mr. Barry in connection with the matter.  If Congress
passed the resolution it would strengthen the hands of those engaged
in pegotiations for the reinstatement of those victimised men.

Mr. Daly said that Labour was powerful encugh to allow not one
+of its members be victimised. Unquestionably it was because these |
men played the part of Irishmen in the two days strike that they
were allowed to walk the streets of Dublin. They should exercise
their power to assert that no man in a trade union would be penalised
for advocating what was for the good of everybody—proper condi-
“tions and a proper amount of money to keep a family. E-

Alderman Wm. O’Brien said he was at a loss to know what good
~the resolution would do. There was no definite proposal ia it calcu- -
lated to help the men who were victimised. = ““ Mr. Barry is a
shrewd man,'’ he added, ‘ and knows that these men have been
beaten in a fair stand-up fight. And, so far as I can see, there is
no likelihood of that action being taken that would be effective. That /
being so, empty threats were idle.”’ . _

Mr. Hickey said that the case illustrated the necessity for one
Unien in the same industry. ) : - (ST

Mzr. Farrelly thought the resolmnon‘would be meffecbve,. because ]
‘there was no use in appealing to men like Mr. Barry to do justice to
‘the workers. If there were the necessary cohesion amongst the men
in that particular shipping line there would be no need to pass J
resolutions to get these men reinstated. The fact was that one
-organisation was completely excluded from ‘the settlement. A
. Councillor Daly said that if the men joined the Union Mr. Barr
selected for them, he (Mr. Barry) would settle with them immediately. %
Congress would endorse the men's action in not agreeing to that, for:
in 1913 the.big strike was fought to decide the right of the worker
as to the Union he should join. If this resolution were a mere
-expression of sympathy it would be as well not to pass if, and he
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Natmnal Executive with the purpose of securing joint action to gek
these men reinstated.
. O’Farrell said that he deliberately refrained from doing that,
e believed that when Congress expressed its opinion on the attitude-
: of the shipping companies it would assist the negotiations at present
" going on. The statement had been made by Mr. Barry that this-
- strike had not the sanction or approval of the Trades Unions.
~generally, and they wanted to remove that impression from his mind.
- The Chairman, putting the resolution which was cgrried unani-
mously, said it was hardly necessary to ask the National Executive:
-0 cg-operate in the matter. At all times the N.E. would be prepared
10 give assistance to any body of organisgd workers who were in
trouble. He added that he considered it unmanly for Councillor
3 Dah not to name the Union that Mr. Barry wanted the men tb ]om-.
“As far as he knew, it was never suggested that the men should join
~ ““ the one big Union” that we belong to. It is most unfair to:
; suggest that Mr. Barry is in favour of one big Union. -

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND WHIIT‘I‘EE.

~ The Chairman of the Scrutineers (Mr. E O’Mabony) declared the:
- result of the elections as follows :—

. NATIONAL EXEGUTIVE.
Thomas Foran, Chairman (unopposed).
T. MacPartlin, Vice-Chairman—(unopposed).
William' O'Brien, Treasurer—(unopposed).
Tbmnas Johnson, Secmtnry——(umppoeed)

m—-(n Vm
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Fraternal Delegates to Scottish nm—u}
D. R. Campbell : s ¢ |
Wm. O'Brien e 124 ;
J. Birmingham 5 e A
Alderman R. Consh ... R
“The Chairman declared Messrs. Camphcll and O’Brien appomted
Auditors,
W. Davin ave- 1 A2R
J. J. Redmond o T4
R. Anthany i 24

Mr, O’Mahony explained that \Ir Anthcnv had withdrawn.
The Chairman declared Mr. Davin and Mr. Redmond elected.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE REPORT.

DUBLIN CINEMA DISPUTE.

The Chairman then put the motion that the National Execu-
tive Report, as a whole, be adopted; and,

Councillor Daly raised the question of the “Cinema’ dispute
in Dublin. A demand was made by men engaged in this work—
the operators—who were formally members of the Irish Transport
and General Workers” Union for £5 a week. They were members
of the Electrical Trades Union, but their picquets were beaten off
the streets by picquets of the Transport Union, and a settlement
was reported as made on behalf of these, the *‘ box people," a:- =
‘something like £3 155. He maintained that this dispute should
have been referred to in the National Executive's report.. “We
were informed,” he said, ‘‘that everything was all right. That
the Nationa] Executive agreed that so long as the men remained
‘loyal to the Transport Union it did not matter what occurred
to the Electrical Union; and it was suggested to them to renew
‘their membership in the Transport, even if they retained their
<cards in the E. T U.” They were also informed that, notwith-
standing the decision of the N.E., men had considerable difficulty
in renewing their membership. "The complaint was also made
‘that the Transport Union acr:epted as members men who were
members qf the Anm-Dmrers and Mechanics’ Trades Union,
considerable sums in arrears of contributions to the
o from they seceded. ~He was a member of
port Workers’ Union, and went to gaol for it, anﬂ
as keen in appr of the work it continued to :
s he was when Jim Larkin was there. He ed the .
were not in the National xecutive’ 87 i
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The Chairman said that the National Executive made no
decision. . They agreed to meet, on the ‘representation of the

~ Dublin Trades Council, members of the E.T.U. and LT.W.U.

Having heard both sides fo the dispute the National Executive

- made a certain recommendation which it asked the Unions tor
accept. ‘“ As the question is not yet finished,”” he added, *‘it

eould not appear in the Report. The l\atmnal Executive sug-

gested that these men working cinemas should be organised on
-an industrial basis, as the men working in the ‘‘boxes

.

''—the
operators—were not in the strict sense craftsmen or skilled men.

 He wished to make it perfectly clear that, although a member

of the Transport Union, he did not take sides. His action all
through was dictated by the desire to give fair play all round.

. The operators in cinemas were members of a distinct section of
the E.T.U. *“ We said that men who were electricians by trade,”’

he added, *‘ were, of course, entitled to remain members of their
trade union, but that as we believed in industrigl organisation
that men not working on actual craft work should be members
of an organisation catering for thpse in that industry.’’

Mr. Foran said that Mr. Daly’s only objective’ was to have a

. “*side-wipe’’ ‘at the Transport Workers' Union, simply because
~ he was not an official of it. Their position was simply that they
~ always stood for industrial unionism; and '‘we have organised

. all the employees in the pictiire theatres in Dublin, from the

- usher at the door to the operator in the box.”’ = As a result of

that system of organisation, people that were now trying to run

- away from the Transport Union had benefited very censiderably—

so much so, that they have got the impression that they are

- superior individuals, and they join a skilled Union in order to

~ draw a line between themselves and the other employees. He

that the Electricians, unfortunatél;r for themselves,|

allowed ‘* these people” to exploit their Union, and that they |
- were brought out on strike against the Transport Union and other

_employees in the theatres. ‘' When these people,”” he said, ‘‘went
around blackguarding members of the Transport Union and
~calling them scabs, our members of the Transport Union went

~ around and told these people politely, but very emphatically, to

elear off.
J. M. Duffy (Electrical’ Trades: Union) said that three
or four months ago seventy of these theatra operatm's left the
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referred it to the National Executive. We wanted certain terms
defined. They came to a certain decision, which was referred
to the District Committee, and agreed to. We then went to
find had the Transport Workers’ Union sent an answer, and they
had not, and had not up to that day.”

Chairman—I put it to you: Are the members of your Union
satisfied with the action taken by the National Executive?

Mr. Duffy—No. .

Chairman—Are you satisfied that the National Executive did
not come to a decision but only made a recommendation?

Mr. Duffy—We are quite satisfied on that.

Chairman—And you agreed to accept the recommendation of
the National Executive?

Mr. Duffy—VYes. .

Chairman—1I think that proves conclusively that the Execu-
tive did what was right in the matter,

Mr. L. Duffy (Drapers) moved that the National Executive
Report be adopted, and this was carried, with two dissentients.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE RESOLUTIONS.

Congress then considered two resolutions submitted by the National
Executive: first dealing with the question of *° Intoxicants and
Taxation ”’ and the second with the *‘ Government of Ireland.”

INTOXICANTS AND TAXATION,

Mr. Cathal O’Shannon, speaking in Irish, proposed i
‘““ We deplore the excessive consumption of intoxicating

beverages in Ireland, despite the increase in prices, as inevitably

leading to a deterioration in the national morale, while adding
millions a year to the funds at the disposal of the British
Government for carrying on their war against this small nation
/¢ rightly struggling to be free.” We authorise the incoming
National  Executive to co-operate in any weli-mns;cfered.eﬂ’m
towards curtailing the consumption in Ireland of intoxicants,
and urge upon ‘ the proper authority ’ the necessity for making
plans for the utilisation of the distilleries and breweries for
other industrial purposes (e.g., the distillation of alcohol for
power production).”’ _ .

He said that the National Executive had been Ipproacbed_by

“number of le including some members of ‘the Gaelic League, and
it was pmmpm 10 the Committee that lately there was a rather

“excessive consumption of liquor in the country. That was not a
desirable thing, and whﬂenoomsnggmbedth;theysbqu.ldbm X
‘* Pussy-foots,” it was well to have an expression of opinion on the _

matter. The resolution was carried by & majority at the Executive,

the resolution at the beginning, for he did not believe that there was
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" anything like that which could be described as excessive drinking.
- He made inquiries, however, and found that there had been for the
. last six or eight months.  The more temperate the country was the
| better for the Labour movement. i ;

. . Mr. Gilloway seconded the resolution.

- Mr.; Nolan, speaking in Irish, supported it, and said that the
| expenditure on drink involved & great loss to the Irish people. There
B was also a vice eating like a canker into Ireland and sapping the
~ intellectual development of their people. That was the viee of betting
~ and gambling. .
| Mr. Anthony—To a point of order. We have a long agends, and
i if we are to go into all the sins that man is heir to we might as well
! become a Salvation Army (laughter),

I Mr. McCormack said he wished Congress would also express its
| opinion that the workers were up against abuses in the liguor trade
! while they did not seek to impose temperance on anybody. He
8 referred to trading before and after hours, and said that it was
*  demoralising that liquor could be obtainable even before Divine
' Service on Sundays. _

. Mr. O’Donovan moved that the word ‘‘ increasing '’ be substituted
| for the word ‘“excessive '’ in’ the resolution. “‘ In my opinion,’’ he
~ added, ‘‘the resolution as worded if passed would label us as a
_nation of drunkards. 1 do not think that is the opinion of the
i Mr. McIntyre spoke of the days when men going on deputations
would have to get 1o/- or £1 to spend on drink with officials in order
to get their votes when a particular matter came up for discussion.
Thank God there is no necessity for that now. The drink habit was
a shocking evil, and the money got out of brewing and distillery
industries was very small compared to the money got out of other
industries. Tt was absolutely necessary to do away with the
uinnesses and Jamesons. In Belgium they had none of these and
the people were prosperous. :

~ Mzr. O’Shannon accepted the alteration in the wording of the resolu-
tion which was then adopted unanimously.

o . R i il s cwy b

q GOVERNMENT OF IRELAND;
- The Chairman formally removed the following resolution :—

" This Congress again demands the withdrawal of all the
British military and other executive forces from Ireland, leaving
the people of t]L“ﬂaland thbmug'h ::gu authorised and elected
he. right he people of Ireland as a single national entity to
DGO dn de by a:;mafafme. unfettered plebiscite, the
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of ‘the British Empire; that, when Ireland is free from all
external authority and military forces, the fullest freedom, con-
sistent with the National unity, shall be guaranteed to all local
minorities in social and religious affairs. We are confident that,
given the right to choose freely, on terms of political equality,
what their future political relations shall be, a cordial agreement
can be arrived at which will lead to a real fraternity between
the democracies of both nations. We recognise the power of the
British Government to refuse access to British markets and to
prohibit trading with Ireland through British ports, and assume
that this factor would help te determine the terms of any agree-
ment or treaty between the two countries.”

Mr. Anthony (Cork) seconded, and said that he saw in the resolu-
tion many possibilities and potentialities leading to the betterment of |
the country. As an Irishman and a Trade Unionist he believed in
getting the fullest measure of freedom for, and in, his country ; but
in the resolution he saw suggestions which may be the means of
bringing about. some sort 6f ordered government in the country. The
second portion of the resolution he would not suggest was an implica-
tion that there was any climb down in what was now believed to be
the national demand—a Republic. “ At the same time,”’ he added,
*f it strikes me that the framers of this motion must have had in mind
when framing it that there may, perhaps, be a minority, a consider-
able minority, and I know that there is, who would to-morrow
morning plank for a measure of Dominion Home Rule. I am one

» (cries of shame). ‘“ That is not a capitulation of any national
sentiment, The motion was perfectly worded, and may point
the avenue through which we Irishmen and Trades Unionists
may be able to obtain and command the influence that we seek.™
It had been pointed out that in the conference with Mr. Lloyd
George, Labour could not do anything in negotiations, because
they were not the elected e of the country.  The reason for
that condition being that r stood down to allow the great
national issue to be decided: = Since then they had not any means
to, decide' whether or not they as workers were to predominate
in the country. He did not care whether it was a Sinn Fein
Government were in power or not, Labour would still have to
fight an litical oligarchy.

o Mr. }ioﬁ!son saidgfﬁat J"tlus resolution was a demand for self-
determination for Ireland as a single national entity. They
wanted to define what was meant by that: we mean that the

: of Ireland, as a whole, should decide whether they are to

e united with Great Britain, whether they are to be bound to
- the British Empire in any way, or whether they are to be free

and absolutely independent. *‘ The resolution,” he said, *'is a

demand that the le of Ireland should have that decision in

their own hands. at is the second clause. The first clause
repeats our demand of last year, that the British forces in this

country should be withdrawn. = The last paragraph was simply a
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friendy hint to the English that they ought to know their own
business better than they do. It is the argument of strategic
positions, and they had certain controls which may be factors
in determining the future relations between the two countries.

Mr. Eamonn Rooney moved, as an amendment, that the last
paragraph be deleted.

Mr. C. P. Kelly seconded.

Mr. Bradley hoped that the resolution would be carried as
it stood. The resolution simply vested in every person the

_ elementary right to vote as to what form of government he would

have, and to let the majority opinion prevail. As regards the
last paragraph, he pointed out that they in Ireland could also
retaliate by refusing their markets to any particular country if
such use were not going to lead to their advantage.

A poll was then taken, and there voted :

For the amendement to delete the last
_paiagraph 2 35
S

31
99
The amendment was declared lost.

Mr. O’Donpvan moved as a further amendment that the foi-
lowing sentences be deleted: ‘‘even though their choice may be
complete separation from or complete unity with Great Britain
and the British political and social system, or to unite in any
degree with Great Britain and the Dominions of the British
Empire.”” Tha deletion would, he submitted, emphasise the
present position of the country. The resolution merely affirms
what the people had already declared. {

Mr. Kelly seconded.

Councillor Daly said that at the recent elections there was
absolute unanimity in electing representatives pledged to the
demand for a Republic. = He regretted that at that Congress
there was evidence that that was not so.
Mr. O’Shannon said it was quite true that at the last general
election the majority of the people of Ireland decided in favour
of separation and for a Republic. They.did not give any mandate
—no one asked them to give a mandate—as to what the form
« of the future Government of Ireland should be (hear, hear)
Most assuredly when that particular question did come before the
. the Labour Party and Trade Union Congress would have
- its say, an:l would, he thought, plump definitely for an out-and-out
- Workers’ 'Republic (hear, hear). He asked Congress not to
~accept the amendment and to carry the resolution unanimously.
rall T_ﬂiey.tdnd it would be a very effective weapon in propaganda,
here it was needed— the working classes

_ The amendment .was declared lost, and the resolution was
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GREETINGS FROM ARD FHEIS. E

The following wire was received by the Chairman: ‘‘We,
the Ard Fheis of the Gaelic League, assembled in Dublin to-day, |
send you our esteerm and greetings—President, Ard Fheis."

‘“ Labour Convention, Cork.
‘* Cuireann Sm.ne Muinntir Ard-fheise na Gaedhilge ata Le Cheile
in Ath Cliath indiu ar meas agus ar mbBeannacht chughaibh.—
Uachtaran, Na hArd-fheise."’

On the motion of Mr. P, T. Daly, it was decided to send
a telegram to the Ard Fheis reciprocating these greetings.
A reply in the following terms was sent:—

‘! President Ard Fheis,
. ‘“ Mansion House, Dublin.
¢ Irish Labour Congress assembled in Cork heartily reciprocate
friendly greetings of your Ard-fheis, Trusts workers of Ireland
will support movement for re-establishing Irish Language and Irish
Culture.—Thomas Farren, President.”’

BALANCE SHEET, 1819-20.

Mr. Owen Hynes, Auditor, presented the Balance Sheet. With
Mr. O'Doherty he had examined the books and certified that the
statement of accounts presented was correct. The books were well
kept, and receipts produced in all cases. In view of the additional
work placed on the Treasurer during the past twelve months a special -
word of praise is due to him for the manner in which the accounts
were kept.

On the motion of Mr. J. Farrelly, seconded by Mr. Brady, the
balance sheet was adopted. )

THE AGENDA. :
Congress than resumed consideration of Resolutions on the Agenda. §

HOUSING.
Miss Bennett (Irish Women Workers’ Umon) moved the fol..
lowing resolutlm
*“ That this Congress is of opinion that the stng"
esuancannolongerbeneglected by the Irish Labo |
lly instructs the new Executive to organise
Puhthﬁlity Societies wherever there is need for new house:
and to assist in forming the various Trade Unions connected
with the Building Trade into a Building Guild which will
undertake to carry out the schemesofﬂ:el’ubhc Uﬁﬁty‘
Societies. " i
Bhesasdntm upmtheworkerstobegmtobuﬁdhwm 0
ﬁlmlves»aﬂdttmupbtheNanonal Executive to encourag
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organisation of public, utility societies with co-operative build-
| ing societies; that the Trade Unions connected with the building -
industry should form themselves into guilds and agree to work
‘connection with the societies, and so do away with the middle-
an. That had already been 'done in England. An additional
| reason why such should be done was, that for any house built
within the next year or fifteen months a subsidy of £250 would
‘be given free from the British Government. It was up to the
Irish people to get as many £250's as they could. Regarding
| the question of finance, big loans would be required by these
¢ imddlng societies, and she suggested that the loans be got from
the National Land Bank; and she had reason to believe it ‘would
‘help in the carrying out of these schemes, (Applause).
. Alderman Tadg Barry seconded. The Cork Corporation had
‘a scheme ready, he said, but the Building Trades Federation
- came along, got ‘an increase, and knocked out their finance.
- Mr. Johnson, in the name of the National Executive, moved
4he following resolution as an amendment :

“ This Congress, seeing that the problem of Housing in
Ireland is mainly a problem of finance, that there is abundance
of building material in the country, and abundant labour capable
and willing to transfn,tm that matcna.l into houses for the people,
| calls upon the * powers that be' to set up a National Housing.

+ Authority, comprising representatives of the local Councils and
- the Trade Unions engaged in the building industry, to take over

. the responsibility of housing, with full power to commandeer
. or manufacture building materials, and to build or arrange for

the building of houses wherever required, and that the finance
~ necessary for r.hecarrymgoutof this work be provided out of
- the fund raised by income tax.”’
“‘ We oppose,” he said, ** the resolutlon because it _asks the
‘National Executive to initiate the organisation of Public Utility
‘Societies wherever there is a need for houses. . That is a job
quite beyond the capacity of the National Executwe *  The basic
problem was finance, and not shortage of labour, as appeared to be the
‘case in England..

~ Mr. Depew (Sligo) seconded the amendment, and said that
= whole question was one of the economic rent. He mentioned,
regard to the prom:sed subsidies by the British Government,
Sligo put a scheme into operation, but that the. Government
every obstacle in their way, and it was eamly seen that it

-._-the money to put up. [ As r the Lan Banka,m
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Miss O'Connor opposed the amendment, and asked what was
meant by ‘‘ the powers that be.”

Mr. Johnson—The powers that he are the people who w:dd'.'
the power, (Laughter).

Mr. MacPartlin expressed the opinion that the workers were
not serious on the housing question. -

The amendment was accepted, with three dissentients, and
then put as a substantive motion and carried.

HATIOOHAL'ISATION OF SHIPPING AND MINES. g

Mr. Irvine (Belfast Trades Council) proposed and Mr. Somerville:
(Carpenters) seconded the following resolutions, which were unani-
mously adopted : 1

“‘That in view of the excessive freights which the ship-
owners at present extort, tending to standardise the present
high cost of necessities, this Congress demands that the
shipping of this country be immediately nationalised.”

*“ That this Congress demands the immediate nationalisa-
tion of mines as the only real safeguard against ruthless
exploitation, provision to be made at the same time for the
fullest development of the mineral resources of Ireland.’'—

IRISH INDUSTRIES AND GO-DPEHATIDH

Miss Bennett (Irish Women Wo:kers) proposed.

“ That the Irish Labour Party should stmml.ate the rank
and file of workers to support Irish industries and co-opera-
tive isations as ‘a safeguard  against the ‘economic
strangulation of British combines and the ‘dumping’ of
foreign goods, which will inevitably follow the present adven-
tures of American and British capitalists in Europe "A-Insh

Mr. Mclntyre seconded its adoption.

Mr. O’Shannon proposed as an amendment

“ Delete all after ¢ Organisations’ in line 3, and add * of
working class origin.and their extension instead of new concerns
on a capitalistic basis; but excludes from such support those
firms which fail to pay the Standard Union rate of wages as
laid down from time to time by the Unions in these industries ;!
and vests the Unions to compile lists of such  black ’ ﬁm\s

tﬁ public benefit.”’ 3

His objeeﬂm to the resolution was that it wanted the thing done
'enat:aputa!uﬁc basis. * We want it on another basis. 'ﬁmii
] cannot allow it go out that we are thick and thin
of Irish manufactures. We cannot be. We must

have: the wages and oondwtms that the Trade Union movement
lays down. A
‘Mr. Duffy (Dmpers) said that the resolution was clearly based on
the capitalistic aanoepﬁm goclety 'I‘here were in Ireland
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*“ sweated ’’ industries just as bad as any in the world. Irish
“industry has to be built up.by the people, controlled by the people
in the interest of the people.
~  Miss Bennett accepted the amendment as an addendum. = If
there were sweated industries in Ireland it was, she said, the
fault of the trade unions.

The. amendment was put and carried.

“COST OF LIVING. o
 Mr. Anthony (Typographical Association) proposed :

‘““That the Executive Committee of the Irish Trades
Congress and Labour Party be instructed to initiate a move-
ment to prevent a further inflation of prices of the necessaries
of life—food, shelter and clothing; that the Executive Com-
mittee be empowered to engage the services of the ablest

- political economists in the country, who shall advise as to
~ the best means of achieving this object consistent with the
: economic and industrial welfare of the nation. That when
the Committee has reached a decision on this vital question,
same to be printed and circulated to the members (through
the usual channels), and that a special Congress shall be
held to consider the recommendations made therein. That
- any expenses incurred in the setting-up and functioning of
- this enquiry be borne by the Trades and Labour bodies
affiliated to Congress.”

Mr. Irvine seconded, and it was agreed,

o The following resolution, proposed by Mr. Irvine and seconded
?y Mr. Houston, was also agreed to:

*“ That inasmuch as those responsible have failed to take

- adequate action to check profiteering,, this Congress declares
- that the only effective way seems to be for the people them-
- selves to take the matter in hand; but that before those
 engaged in transport be asked to take the initial steps, they

. be assured of complementary action by workers

_other industries.”

¢ RH?IJL'I’UHIL POLICY,
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Land Policy based upon public ownership of all land, taking
into consideration systems built upon— :
{a) Co-operative farming for small and mass papulat.m :
(b)y The Agricultural Guild.
(c) The fusion of the Co-operative Organisation and the
Agricultural Guild.
(d) Direct ownership and cultivation by local and national
administrative bodies.
{2) “* That this Congress favours the exploitation of land
by groups of land workers organised in co-operative societies,
and declares this system to be preferable to individual effort
from the point of view of economy and national interest.”’— §
She said it was obvious that there was something radically wrong §
with the land system of the country, due to the fact, as had been
so often indicated in the speeches at that Congress, that the @
worker on the land is working on something that he does not §
own. The time had come when some means should be devised |
when, as the farmers said, they would have *‘ to do as they liked')
with their own’’ and let them see that this land is not their
own, but that they hold it in trust to produce food for the peoplel j
and not for the purpose of turning it into a grazing ranch to §
produce bullocks for Manchester and Birkenhead. An gcre of =
land for the labourer had to be taken by compulsion, ‘and it &
seemed that the cottages built on these plots were specnﬂyl ;
chsigned to humiliate the worker. y
Houston seconded, andmmmtedonthofntbu&a

pmwnt system of education in Ireland, a pre-eminently agricul-
tural country, made no provision for agricultural training,
training of Irishmen to conduct ﬂ:epnnc:pnlbunmofﬂ:emtq ,

The resolutions were agreed to,

EDUGCATION.
MrCarr(meﬂ}propusedtbefoﬂwmgmduﬁm 1E
¢ Being convinced (1) that the present systems of Irish |
educatmamoutoftmchmththenatmal social and
economic needs of the Irish people; (2) that it is the right =
of every Irish child to receive free education in all stages '
from the primary schools to the University; (3) that no system |
of education can be successful unless the teachers who are |
s’eﬁpmsible for tts success receive adequate remuneration |
for their work, this Congress, therefore instructs the Nationa'
Executive to confer with the other bodies interested in educa:

- with a view to and evolvi Z
r;ma mp:?mdmgmm wntu:lmtg t‘hm-

mumtothemtatnk:e of Secondary T :

Agty

-.—.-t

/
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‘m.n AGE PENSIONS.
Mr. Irvine proposed and Mr Donavan seconded :
*“That we demand that the Old Age Pensions be raised
to 155. per week; that qualifying age be 65 yeafs; and that
the limit of income be raised so as not to penalise those
entitled to receive superannuation from their unions. Further,
that the amount of superannuation payable under National
Health Act should be raised from 5s. to 15s."
. Mzr. O’Brien said that last year’s Congress passed a similar
“resolution claiming that the qualifying age should be 6o and the
| amount £1. He suggested that the resolution be withdrawn.

The resolution was withdrawn.

GARE L C 0y

" HOURS OF LABOUR.
- Miss Maxwell (Irish Nurses’ Union, I.W.W.U.) proposed :
“ That this Congress claims a 48-hour wnrking week . for

all trained nurses.
She said that nurses had to work from 76 to 84 hours a week,
They intended to bring it to the mind of old-fashioned governors
| of hospitals* that nurses were not ordinary machines but human
os. She asked the members of local authorities to put the
hour workmg week for nurses into force in District and| Union

_ Mlss O’Connor seconded, and it was adopted.

The following resolution was then moved by Miss McCarthy,
nded by Miss O'Connor, and agreed to: '
£ Tbat 24 hours per week be recognised as the normal
week for boys and girls under 17 years of age, dnd
'_ eae young workers be given every facrhty for con-
ennunumg their general education.”

A
JOTHER'S PENSIONS.
It was proposed by Mr. Farrelly and seconded by Mr. Logue,’
agreed :.
 “ That the present Poor-law relief methods, as applied

Vidows and Orphans, are inadequate to the needs of
cases : in_their economic incidence to. those
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LABOUR ORGANISATION.

Mr. Farrelly proposed the following resolution :

“ Whilst the Trish Labour Party and Trade Union C©
gress, by resolution in public session at Drogheda, committed
itself to the principle of oné big- Union, this Congress, whilst -
re- aﬂirmmg the general principle, believe that it is essential
to organise mdustnally, and accurdmgly condemn the action
of affiliated Unions ‘ poaching’ the membership of other
Unions, without taking a plebiscité of the full Union to see
whether or not the Union would go over to the one big
Union in a body—as otherwise ‘we are of opinipn that the
effect of the activities of the Unions in question would be
to disintegrate instead of to mnsohdate the TIrish Labodr
movement.”’ '

If the National Executive did not deal with this matter of *‘poach- ¥
ing’’ as soon as possible, the system would continue, and at the
end of twelve months sectional unions would be reduced to such &
small numbers. that they would not be Unions at all. . Congress B
should ask the Executive to -place an’ embargo upon societies §
accepting membership from other Unions.
Mr. J. W. Kelly (Shop Assistants) seconded. : E 1
Mr. Cassidy, Mr. Anthony and other other delegates wished
to speak on the motion, but the acting chairman (Mrn O’Fafrell,
R.C.A.) ruled’on the dgrced recommendation of ;Standing Orders.
Committee that there should be ho discussion on unopposed resalue
 tions. No one had opposed the resolution. 4
Mr. Cassidy and Mr. Anthony urged that the matter was o«f-
the utmost fmportance, and should be fully discussed. =
. . The acting chairman ruled discussion out, of order. Dele=t
gates had agreed to the Standmg Orders Committee and recom- &
mendahons Kt
Mr. Cassidy left as a protest, and a poll was caIied when' ‘
there voted: '

For the resolution .-‘:r‘ TN P
Against e 91
The r&olut:on was decIa.red camed a:md applzuse
INCOME TAX.
Mr. Duffy (Dmpers) proposad the fol!i:rwing
" Reedved—'l'hat«%u Gongress » protests  against
tsystem cometuontheeam sg{
workmg' classes, and Irish "Trade Unions

- take such steps as may be necess prevent the mﬂ.m g
ofsucﬁanun;nstbuﬂfenmlush '

was levied, he said, &:Tgy a debt to the accumulatio .. 1
%M &id not assent. pz‘e-war séale for income Lax:

.-.-
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was £160. The cost of living had e up 155 per cent., there-
fore i;é'shonld be now fixed :tg £480;g?hereas the burthen placed
«on the working classes was practically one-eighth of their income.
1If the tax were levied to build houses he would not object to it.
- Miss Cahalane seconded. She would never pay income tax
10 an alien Government, but might reconsider the position if the
money were devoted to the welfare of the people instead of pro-
viding machine guns, and rifles to have them levelled at their
heads. She also thought something should be done to prevent
-employers returning the incomes of their employees to the British
Government

The resolution was adopted.

BLIND AID BILL.

Mr. Neary (National League of the Blind) proposed the fol-
lowing resolution :
; ‘‘ Constitutional methods having utterly failed to secure
the enactment of the Labour Party’s ‘ Blind Aid Bill," which
was scrapped after its second reading, March 12th, 1920, by
the introduction of the Government’s ‘ Blind Persons Bill,’
we,thel.rishdeeUnianConngandLabmrParty
declare in favour of a down tools in conjunction with the
workers in Great Britain with a view to obtaining the ‘Blind
~ Aid Bill,” which is the absolute minimum of the blind workers’
- demands. Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to the
Chairman of the British Labour Party, to the Secretaries of
the British and Scottish Trade Union Congresses, Prime
Minister, and Chancellor of the Exchequer.”

~ There were, he said, 5,621 blind people in the country, soo of
read with it the spirit of comradeship it emphasised. It should go
thom were in receipt of poor.law relief, and 700 were in the poor-
Duse: Mmymehadm“&dmiw"the&aﬂiuhnfaam' 7
~ Mr. O’Shannon seconded the resolution, and it was i y

Qopted

é MOTOR LICENCES.

On the motion of Mr. O’Connor, seconded by Mr. Slattery, the
owing mwasunanhnunlyamdt s

*“ That indt{:opiniouozlf this Congress, licenses to drive
motors shoul granted only to competent persons whose sight
~ or hearing is not defective.” R ke

STRIKE AT A.0.H.
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for the control of the A.O.H. are hostile to the Trade Union
movement ; and they dismissed, without any apparent reason,
certain clerks who joined the trade union of their choice; and
we call upon all trade unionists in this country and in Britain
to cease their membership of the A.O.H., to transfer their
Insurance membership from the A.O.H. Approved Society to
other Approved Societies, and transfer from membership of the
Irish Industrial Collecting Society which are managed by the
bosses of the A.0.H.” ‘

Mr. Nugent, said Mr. Duffy, had no objection to the members in
his employment joining a Trade Union, but though they did join ** no
interference would be permitted with individual members of his
staff.”” Members of the staff in No. 1 Mountjoy Square were dis-
 missed, and the reason given was that they were inefficient, but

when the strike was on five months one of the men charged with
being ineffilent was taken back on apologising for joining the organi-
sation. The work being conducted in the offices of the A.O.H. was
being done by scab labour, and that was work on behalf of or given
by trade unfionists. Congress should instruct the workers to transfer
to other insurance societies.

Mr. Seumas Byrne seconded, and regretted to say that some of the
men and women employed there were ‘‘ Hibs.” first and trade
unionists after. That was the crux of the whole position, for they
reneagued the labour movement and scabbed on their fellow-workers.

The resolution was unanimously adopted.

ASYLUM WORKERS CONDITIONS OF SERVICE.

Mr. Doyle proposed, Miss Cahalane seconded, and it was adopted :—

“ That this Congress endorses the action of the Irish Asylum

Workers’ Union in ilts efforts to h;ve the following: A:'lmm

effective in the Asylum Officers Superannuation 1909 :—

(x) That the term of service which an employee becomes

entitled to Superannuation be reduced from 33 to 23 years. (2)

mmdmmbempmmtpeamsgpm

and valuation of allowances for three years prior to retirement,
instead of ten years as presently provided.

CERTIFICATE OF COMPETENCY FOR ENGINE DRIVERS.

T E T S M P
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dnvers and Firemen from three to five years in charge be eligible
~ for those certificates, without examination ; and for the examina-
tion of persons other than those referred :o, the Board of Trade
“ decide the necessary qualifications and examination which must
be passed by candidates for such work before they are allowed

PROPOSED CHANGES IN ODNSTITUTIBN.

The following resolution, moved by Mr. Nelan (N.U. Bookbinders)
ued seconded by Mr. O'Donovan (Post Office Workers) on the Con-
stitution, was rejected :—

““ Objects to be altered to read :—(a) To secure for the Nation
such possession of the natural physical sources of wealth as may
be for peace and prosperity of the country. (b) To win for the
workers of Ireland, individually and collectively, their just
share in the produce of their labour. (¢) To be deleted.””
to take charge. That copies of this resolution be sent to the

 Prime Minister, President of the Board of Trade, leaders of

the various parties in the House of Commons, and the principal
::{Bolfer aﬁd Engine Insurance Compames of Great Britain and
reland.

PHBPBR"I'IDNAL REPﬁE!EHTATl(I N.

. O’Connor (Irish Auto Drivers and Mechanics’ T.U.) proposed

the ollon ing resolution :—
! ‘“ That the proportional representation system of voting be

applied . to - the election of . the National : Executive, officers,
_ fraternal delegates, etc.”
 If ‘the elections were by P.R., he maintained that the smaller
‘unions would' get ‘an opportunity of the repreaentatnn to.which they
"were entitled.

- Mr. Campbell seconded. It would give a much more represen-
’hme body than was possible under the block system.

« Mr. Johnson said that the resolution would bave to be considered in
connection with the next agenda. - It.wa$ badly framed and did
not indicate the desire of the movers. - A-Proportional Representation
may be obtained by many methods.  The resolution was apparently
intended to -secure pmpornona_l representation according to Union,
#ccording to tepresentation’ in' Congréss. * Bt it ‘would simply ‘defeat
its teal object and secure that the big Unions. would have nearly half
again the representation they had at present. He opposed the motion.
Bradley agreed. In order not to stultify the whole progressive
er of the movement fortheuphftmmt of the worker they -
&'"tﬁe_bestmmmdepmﬂeﬁtof jfiag; ey
neillor Daly said that the resolution smp1y ommimd Congress
xmple Whlch it always favoured. -
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Mr. O'Connor (Irish Auto Drivers and Mechanics’ T.U.) then
withdrew the following motion :—*‘ That the National Executive
shall not contain more than one member or official of any affiliated
body ; this to apply to officers also.’’
This concluded the agenda.

VOTES OF THANKS,

The Mayor of Wexford (Alderman Corish) proposed a vote of
thanks to-the Lord Mayor, Corporation, and citizens of Cork for the
civic welcome given to Congress. It was right that he as representa-
tive of Rebel Wexford should propose that vote to the people of
Rebel Cork. Their stay in Cork had been made very happy in spite
of the fact that the citizens were at the moment living under very
abnormal circumstances. The Reception Committee had also done
everything possible to make their visit, what it really was, second to
none in Ireland, frustrated as they had been by the army of occupation®
seeking to make the ¢ity, anything but a desirable place to live in.
He also took the opportunity to express the sympathy of the people
'of Wexford to the people of Cork in the very trying times they were

. going through, and particularly in the murder of their first citizen
by the armed hooligans of the British Government in this country.

Miss Cahalane seconded. The delegates to Congress would take
back very pleasant recollections of their visit to Cork, and of the
hospitality and kindness of its people. She also tendered the
sympathy of her organisation to the citizens on the horrible, brutal
murder of the late Lord Mayor. Though she came from a place
to which great military displays were rather common, she was horrified
at the extra repression she saw in Cork.

The resolution was passed with acclamation.

Mr. Kennedy moved a vote of thanks to the Reception Committee.
It had, he said, done everything possible to make their visit com-
fortable and happy. ;

Mr. Daly seconded, and the Chairman, putting the resolutign, said -
he could not find words to express his appreciation of the work of
the Reception Committee. _1

The vote was carried with cheers. - b,

Mr. Redmond propésed and Mr. Somerville seconded a vate of
thanks to the Press which was carried with applause.

THE OUTGOING PRESIDENT.

Mr. Cathal O’Shannon moved that Mr. Nason take the chair, and,
Mr. Nason, on taking the chair, thanked Congress for voting its
twenty-sixth annual meeting to Cork. _ -

Mr. Eamonn O’Mahony moved a hearty vote of thanks to the
outgoing Chairman, Mr. Farren, not alone for the admirable way he
conducted the business of Congress, but rather more so because of
the splendid manner in which he guided the destinies of the Labour

-movement in the past twelve months. He was not unmindful either
of the yeoman services given to the movement by the men who were

L p Rl e b
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associated with Mr. Farren. They should not forget the sage advice
givm them all in, Mr. Farren’s address to that Congress, and should
orth that differences in their movement were but seeming, that they
were only differences as to detail. The last twelve months brought
grave obstacles across their paths, but they only came to have Labour
. demonstrate its solidarity and the unamimity which permeated the
movement for which they stood (applause).
Alderman Tadg Barry seconded. They in Ireland had reason to
~ be proud of their * Ca.bmet of Labour,’’ and of its work for the last
twelve months.
The vote was carried with enthusiastic applause, and
Mr. Farren, acknowledging it, said that they had passed through
-anxious and trying times. He should honestly say he was not sorty
to be relieved of the great responsibilities of the office. There were
times when he thought that they were so great that they were more
‘than he could manage. And he could never have carried through
- were it not for the whaole-hearted and loyal support of the members
of the National Executive, and he could not help but single out
- Mr. Johnson (cheers). ‘‘ The workers of Ireland,’”’ he said amidst
renewed cheering, ““ will never realise the work tha:t Mr. Johnson
has done on their behalf.”’
The Chairman then presented Mr. Farren with a silver gonf
~ the Cork and Distrit United Trades and Labour

memento of the Congress.
The proceedings ended.




Societies Affiliated, August, 1920

WITH MEMBERSHIP, AFFILIATION FEES, SECRETARY, DELEGATES AND DELEGATION FEES.

Becretary.

Dealegates Names and Addresses.

No. of
* Mem- Affiliation
Name of Bociety .l;_erl Fees
&n. p&ld
lat,"20
Assurance Workers, National 500 ﬁ 's"}'
a
Union of Lifa,

Asylum Workers’ Union (Irish) 1520 12 138 4
Automobile Drivers and Auto~ 2000 18 13 4
mohile Mechanics' Union, . X
Bakers (Irish) National Amal- 2000 18 13 4
gamated Unien of, :
Blind, * League of 120 100

Dubl lrlmh).
n‘oma Machine Rulers 200 118 4
National Union of (Dublin

*'i

B. Bronkn I John Dalton Street,
Patrick Casey, Asylum, Limerick.

M. J. O'Conmor, 22 Dawson Bt.,
Dublin,

Denis Cullen, 22
Quay, Dublin.

J. P. Neary, 6 Keith Place, Drum-

_ gondra, in,

Robert.  Burke,
Dublin,

.

Upper Ormond

Trades

Hall,

J. Byme, B8 Whitworth Place,
Drumoondra, Dublin,
A. Doy!e Richuond  Asylkios

.Ml Kanna do. do.
Aaylum, Limericl,
sﬂoNa.mara, 25 Bteaie?t Ter-

Jaﬁmsi‘;l Mrtohell Cabinteely Co. 4
M. J. O’Cannor, 22 Dawson Bb.,

Dublin.
I;%mhﬁhttexy 22 Dawson Street,

- -oEih

St1

P Aviward, 50 8. Finbar's Place,

P, Moran, 22 Upper Ormond Quay, 4
Dublin.
C. I{oamn, do. do.
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' 'Shoo Operatives, 200 113 4 Arnold Lowe, 8134 Upper Kevin Henry Dale, 11 Upper Bridge 86., 1
ﬁ'! m,m of (l.'.llltlll"l Street, Dublm _ Dnt]l.{tll.n oo .
5 1 Sackaty J 17Gu'eek3bi'eat.l Holt, B Patrick 8t 3
m ot Man- 500 4 3 4 Jobn Gr ames Holt, atri reet
-um; ol Btodkport, o2 * 'S Deogheda. 2\ -1 :
' ‘stﬂlo Layers (00 &5 0 O O%anbﬁfy-m, 49 Cuffe BStreet, Owen Hynes, 49 Cuffe 8t., Dublin, 1
W Guild of Incor- ublin,
%am Society 120 1 0 0 Wm. Murphy, Trades Hall, Dublin. Edward Tucker, 37 Capel Strest, 1
vm ‘Branch). ' - Dublin. . e
i Amal- 8335 6917 6 A. G. Cameron, 131 Wimslow M. So-morwlle, 23 .&rmat-mnj, Sb ) DR
gamated Society of. v Road, Withington, Manchester arold’s Closs, 4 L
fmmm.l;m ma nai, W ; : Hasoht's Cross. Dbl s
ublin No. E. F. McD: tt, 35 Carpenters’ Thomas MacPartlin, 85 Lower 1
(1 SIS 8. eanoh. Hall, Lower Gloucester Streot  Gloucester Street, Dublin,
‘*i"‘ LI \\ KA, Thait (Bra;n-ch SGC :
:P‘ Branch, E J. ON l} Mountain  View . J. O’Neill, Mountpin View Ho. 1
~'él oy '"" s House, Inc?wore Inchicore, blin, £
" Do. Dublin No. 6 Branch, W gun?)urghn% Hamilton St., Wsmc.‘lﬁ_!‘unburgrl 36 ‘Hamilton 8t., 1
£ in,
e, Min No. 7 Branoch, . I])}rg hy, 32 Lower Ormond Quay, Jqﬂropllg,} 32 Lowar Ormond 1
W na ublin. ;
 Do. (Gork Distriot). 2 John P, Weldon, 22 Grattan 8.,
R, ML BENIE ) N DER James.Barry, 15 Maiville Terrage,
MiL s Evergreen, Cork,
» - f 3 " {
. Garpenters & Joiners, General 500 4 8 4 J. Moore, 3 Summer Row, North Thomas Dunne, 10 Richmond Row, 1
i Union of (Dublin District) Summer B‘Lreet. Dublin. Portobello, Dublin.
\l'e' . p *-
- - = — - g e f ot — = e
onr muaumm' Clerks- 450 315 0 M. J. Gallagher, 45 Merri
(';:“” Branoh). : Sgnare, D?lbl;;g S
Cler and Aliﬁ'd Workers' 7000 58 6 8 Gerald Grifin, 1 Coll Street, P. MeGuirk, 20 Do
Union (lrish), Dublin, ' T S mi:mhhn MO B
G. Griffin, 73 Cabra Park, Dublin.
i) w. P, Chﬁm-d 111 Ol Georges
XT TATTI Street, Cork. -
AR EaRice T i S. F?’(li’-mw'c-.anR (3};[158), DlilmBnghton
; 1uare, Rathgar, Pu i
Coopers’ (ﬂll‘k)s:ldﬂ!. ....... 60 1 00 Wrénorsigar 68 Watercourse Road, W E‘l Egar,,ﬁ.'i Watercourse Road, 1
Dock and Riverside Workers, 5000 4113 4 General SecrataryJamos Soxton, Jas. Stayth, -7 Aznavile T
Nathmal I.lh‘iﬂl l‘lf. ‘ ' W DmNm &mt LIEJ‘C 1. C‘lm (iﬁtra:t 4Dtgdra.d1§ :‘mace, : i
’ B Tl ﬂ i tr 'y ;
” ; 4 Merchants® Qua;,} Cork. Glomne i o e} £l
. ) Jas. Héc;kiy, 27 Washington 8t.,
# W \l’cOnsh 2 Princes Street, Bel- u
]“CP “Hart, g)%ﬂ[m;;h, Flurry Bridge,
y* 0
Drapers  (Irish)" ' Assistants' 7360 61 8 2 J. @. Gilloway, Cavendish House, L. J. Duffy, Cavendish House
Association, * P-rurnel}' ug.'rc Dﬁfb]ml neE Du NG i j
nt - Glllc v Doy
’\Il Drunngoo{o, Bt
(Migs) C alane, Do,
. Michael De.]y, 90 O'Connell 8t.,
- Limerick,
g V. J. Aherne, 12 Patrick 8t., Cork,
D. J. McEnerney, Do. '
'Il.ms Greene Do.
%egéltm“‘:lb;);’? }19 Barronstrand
# - & ory
Eleotrical Trades: Union, .. ... 1341~ 11 78 6 J. Rooney, 12a 'Withy Grove,
T Manchester,
Ennis Trades and Labour ' '1 0 0

s

Michael Glynn, Banis,




Mem- Affiliation : Dele-

bera  Fees. Secretary. Delegates Names and Addresses. ?mn
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W 260 2 8 4 Branch Sec.—Laurence K .2 L. Keegan, 2 First Avenue, Inchi- 1

Q.l.l. " (lnﬂll First Avenue, Inchicors, blin.  core.

7 B. ingham, 44 Pembroke Samuel Bradley, 44 Pembroke Cot- 1
h. (Dlﬂlll Ne. 1 Branch) 300 210 0 mb s oy a hn.ges, ™ yﬂrroo ’ l
2

ive Engine Drivers and

Employses Trade 1500

Ilﬂiﬂ! (lirish),

i

Packing Case Makers (Dublin) 47

Painters and Decora Na-
guul amhlm i
Do, (Cerk Branoh) .......

Painters and Decorat
irish Natjonal, i o

Plumbers and Domestio !ndn- 1810
. oors, United Operative,

Do, (Cerk Branoh). ...... 80
Pork Butohers, Limeriok

------

Post OfMos Clerks (irish 2100
Assooiation of),

41 13

8 15

-

10 0 0

113 4
1 070

1210 o

100
22 14 10

1018 4

1 00
4 3 4

1710 0 W. Nally,
bublin”

J'almSoobr.,BBBcrry eed'- Derry.
P. F. Mclntyre, 62 Murtagh Road,
Dublin,

Ml. Buckley, Fire Btation, Tara
Street, Dublin,

Alex. Gossip, 58 Theobald’s Road,
London

Dawson éordon, ' Hall,

College Street, ast,

P. Hughes, Banba Hall, so Parnell
Square, Dublin

Wm. Reid, 79 Ravenhill Road,
Belfast.

James Bhmt, Bellewstown,

Drogheda.
Geo. Duncan, 1 Annaville, Ballin-
Sough Road, Cork.

24 Wineta Street,
PR e s

Wm, gh-a.ukl, 3 %mbar Strest,

Gen, Sec.—J,

A. Gibsom,
Street, Lower oy
chester.

Brought.on, Man-
Branch 8ec.—W. Perrott, 28 Green-
wood Buildings, Cork.

Edward MoCabe, 27 Aungier St.,
Dublin. e

Dnllljliﬁl %e:h-llubort Boyd, Trades

Jos. Walsh
Magazine hoad
Martin Barry, Limerick ............

Auburn Villas,
Cork.

4 Cavendish Row,

John watngﬁarry Bt., Derry

J. J. Redmond, 9 Lcrrd Edward
Street, Du blin
P. Fb hnﬁ*mtyre, 62 Murtagh Road,

D
P. T. Daly, T.C., 177 Clonliffe
Road, Dubli

J. P dﬂhns 11 Leo Avenue, Leo

Street, ‘Dublin,
Dawson Gordon, 22 Columbia 8t.,
Belfast.

mr%a Keith, 50 Mary BStreet,
Belfast

— MoCormiok, 20 Parnell Square,
Dublin.

Geo. Duncan, 1 Annaville, Ballin-
lough, Road, Cork, ”

- %

— -

ghr

=t
James Carr, Mechanios’ Institute,
Limerick,
Jmes me. Mechanics’ Institute,
Robol't Tﬁuu.n

New Bride étra:amgm;bbn
Robant Farrell, School A

Oiﬁco, Fleet S‘hmt, Dublm
Th ﬁﬁmﬂ Lawlor, 22h Bride Streat,

Wm. ﬁhmks, 8 Chamber Stregt,
Dublin.

J Cooke, &
Dl

NOR _Iielvidere Avenue,

Adelmde 8t., Cork
John M ]
fecaiizply, 13 8, Catherine's

Edﬁ:f;‘ﬁincombﬂ', 27 Aungier Street,
Joﬂ,é.hm, 27 Aungier Street,

P. Bermingham, 78 Lombard
West, rﬁ.gbhn il
G. Bowman, Sailway 8t., Lisburn.

Jos. Wilsh, 5 .&uburn Villas,
Magasine Road, Cork.

Michael HoNlman, 6 Back Qlare

Jongtrwb, Limerick, 5
N?ohmoh- EHt'lrpma rme,d!

J, Donom 9
Pt o oy I e Plac,
Dnbbs.lm' B 0lvtmduh Row,

6F1

Bt it .



Becretary.

Delegates Names and Addresses,

J, W. Bowen, London, ...............

, 4 8t, Joseph's Terrace,
Wallmg Street, hlin.
J. D. Canayan, 24 Gilford Avenue,
Moston, Manchester,
W, F, Dowlmg, Kilbricken, Mount-
rath.

-"’ e LT
mn.mtml Unionof 10988 166 8 0 J. H. Thomas, M.P., Unity Honse, W. Vemnard, Mourne View St., 3
Ruston Road, Londgn, N.W. 1. LP;:«E:&. 3 Tady kane: Rinies:
‘ford. @ '
3O v oD N 'J-a;esi‘Bemﬂnghmn, 2 Beresford
b Place, Dublin. e
TG < Branch Sec.—P. Molloy, 88 8t. Michael Temple, Bohermore, Gal- 1 ©
n" (Gatway Branch). ...... Brigid’s Terrace, Galway. way.
6 Avondale Road, T. C. Daly, 20 Gt. Western Villas, 2
; lﬁ (m No. 1.. B. Pﬁfﬁlcﬁ.agl ﬁubh;_o : 2 Phibsboro’, Dublin.
! Wy fu o
’ tsh, " 10! Road, Wm. Mvlloy, 20 M.G.W. Square, 1
! (lmm No. 2).. “b;}ﬁﬁ]zi_ , 195 Phibsbors Phibsbore. Dublin, ’
Do, (NoHth Wil Branoh). Peter Redmond, Oriel Hall, Oriel M O'firien, Oriel Hall, Oriel 1
- s * * HEE
' ngar Branch John MoKeon, 5 St. Patrick’'s John 5 8t. . Patrick’s 1
e, (Wulll . e Terrace, Mullingar, Terrace, Mujimgavr
. edy’s Build- 1
Do. (Leinster ~ I:llstrint M. Keogh, Dublin, ...... T s SRR Jn‘:::;: &}gmg g‘qq]}enﬁlub? Adldo
o Couneil). : i 100 T ol 1
Do. (Inchicore No. 1). : B i B VS
' John O’Byrne, Bagnalstown, 1
Mu m '"m s i ' - '
—%J\ ¥ 83 = J
TR ‘? '_!.Eﬁ ' S 18 2 . i C T . v ™ =
mihuv éum- Amnm 3000 95 0 0 A Wnllrden, 95 Buston Road, T. H. Gill, 77 mdmy St., York. 5
: London, N.W Thos. Moore, 22 ere Ave. o
i R Cliftonyille, Belfaat.
William Duwm, Ab‘bey Terrace,
Howth,
’ J. T, O'Farrell, 48 Hanary Street,
Dublin,
2 Egggwhony, 87 Rathmore Place,
Stationary Engine Drivers' 700 & 16 w J Mnldovmey p
T.U. (ivishy. B ooh, Dt , Upper Abbey WS &Iaegiuldowney, 10 South Dock 2
John Morgm, 111 Seville Place,
Shop Agsistants, ete,, Na- 1404 101 John Turn M ‘ohnson,
Gonal U . " 014 0 Iﬂ’ll: Oﬂh:j‘rm{:e :;Tie, : ;::t Thgg::l%JD‘ublm 32 Lower Abbey 2
e . : - 7 Coll
fogo & y elly, ege 5t., Dublin.
Slaters and Plasterers (Cork). 110 1 0 0 M. Crowley, R.mhmond Hill, Cork. M. Crowley, The Cottage, Rich- 1 g
Sheot Metal Workers (Dublin) 130 1 5 0 Johm Fmen, 20 Blackhall Place, John Farren, 20 Blackhall Ridce,
Tailors’ Tailoresses’ 2000 18 13 4 D J Stewart, Ardee House, P tmck McGinl Ardee House
Union (Irkh). Talbot Street, Dublin. ﬂi'albothmeat S ublin, 79 Sk
ot art, - A
Miss Browne Do.
’ Mzs, Haydan, Do,
Tailors and  Tailoresses 10000 83. 6 8 Gen. See—T, A, I - Hayes, 4
CAmuigtomated Sbaiety of. : Rosd M mgnn, 415 Oxford PB ee{f T A 9 Lower Gloucester 4
_ Mioe K. 0oty (Shirt and Collar
Workers’ Section), 11 York 8t.,
Mnuthmgl Jackson
rs
Facturyegeutlon),—ﬁ Henry St., _
Jamea , Mechanics’ Hall, 47  §
Cork.

J'oh:n Hurley, 14 Oa‘ble Et Oork.
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1st,’20 __Paid,
£ nd 2 £
%m Union i . W, ij a:a*aamam 9 Agincourt Ave.,
Joaephme Bmdle\i: Snn V:aw‘l'ar-
, Wmtmh ISMVmwTermo,
it | - 2o Bosd, Oock.
Do, Cork (Femals) Branoh — — Mary radiey,, 8 Maribory' St 2
(E .

ety Brgn McBwoeney, 8 Marlboro’

ﬁbu. Maohinists and Pros 500 4 8 4 Walter Carpenter, 44 York Street, Walter b&rpantar 44 York Street, 1
oors, Internatienal Socloty of Dobliss, Dublin, ;
m and Garment Workers' 5140 396 4.10 A. Conley, 39 Albion 8t., Leeds. W. J. Patterson, 10 Trinity 8t., 3

'I'cll. ‘mm J Balfﬂﬂtu o Craand Pm
I ' Crosses G'ne'em Cork,
"rmw Organisation (Irish 10303 88. 7 2 ILN,T.0.—T. J. O'Connell, 9 Gar- LN.T.0.—-D. A, Mechan, Bally- 6

dinetr’s Place, Dublin. finn, Mountrath, Queen’s Co.
Assooiation lf nmn- 800 P Quﬂnn 10 Ring Street, Inchi-
m Teaohers, reland), core
Q. F Murphy, Annmount, Friar's
' Vualk Cork,

mu Ardoyne Cottage,
T. J. O’Conmll, 9 Gardiner’s Place,
Dublin.
AS.T.I—T. J. Burke, 9 Gapdiner's A.S.TI.—L. J. Murray, M.A., §

FAS

Place, Dublin, Ma{)rtﬁ;::. Villas, Donore Avenno,
Du
Do. (Dublin Central J. B. O’Riordan, (Miss) B. Tlmi o 8 Harolds 3
Toachers' Assooiation). ' 0. D. McOarthy, Lissane, Achill
¥ Road, Drumecondra.
~ R ~ e -
o e A S g 7 e
Do. (Cork City Association) Ui SRR Jmc: Cunningham, Ballincollig,
2 ] . Thomas Jones, Pa Wes
M. H M hy, Little Island, Gork
Do, (Cork Branoh A.8.T.lL.) Patrick O’ nell.
Toolmak Amalgamated 200 113 4 E. Caffney, 2 Ehenezer Terrace, E. Gaffn 2 Ebenezer Terrace,
Wﬂn (Dublin Branch). Donore Avenue, S.0.R., Dublin. eivenuo, 8.C.R., Dublin,
Tramway and Vehiole Work 1000 1210 0 R. J. Moore, 98 C ation St., Peter MoUullun , 39 Albert 8t.,
r:aan:u’-)u Union of (Bolfast Blfast, A aitents | COVER,
Typographical Assooiation 1680 12 15 0 H, Bkinner, Caxton Hall, Chapel Thomas Cassidy, 41 Chaped Road,
(Manochester), . - Street, Salford.  Watersi erry

R. Anthany Bt. An
Villas, Pmﬁuduﬁ Road, Cork.
i,

Typographioal (Dublin) Pro- 1000 8 6 8 Lower Gar- M. O’Fln.ua.gan 85 Lower Gardiner "2
vident Society, dunaurlg:.ﬁ.‘l buhhn 4 lin

Street, Dublin
. Fred Brooks, 85 Lower Gardiner
Street, Dublin.
Vehicle Buildars, National 1680 14 0 0 James Ninholsnn, 195 Oxford Thomas le, 81 Synge Btreet,
Union of, : : Road, Ma.noh ' 3 8.C.R., Dublin.
DL Burke, 2 Buwman Btreet,
. 1merl -
Vlall o Olltltin“_ “nl".!toﬂ:')llu 1000 B 68 8 ] loatiT Wentwgrt.hii 8-B3h %kport g %l 20 Nesgptgt St., Baﬁagtt
m mal . Longsight ernan, 7
o " S Greag Brenewick B Db,
Women Workers' Union 5000 41 13 4 Miss Louie Bennett, Miss H Miss O'Connor, 132 Leinster Rd.,
(irish), - , Chenevix, Denmark House Rathmines,
Great Denmark Street, Dub’hn Miss MoCarthy, 40 Thomas St.,
Mo Ballinourig
= 188 W by ow. ] ]
pou%:a Road, g
iss uie i Great
k Street, Dublin,
Do. (irish Nurses' Union Mrs, Mortished, 20 St, Apne Bt., Miss Mary F. Maxwell, The Dis-
Branoh). j Dublin, pensary, Charles 8t., Dublin,

. £C8y
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8. d. £
m mml 100000 833 8 8 Thomas Foran, General President. Thomas IForan, President, Liberty 47
 Workers' um (Irish Hall, i
i James Larkin General Secretary, William O'Brien, Treasurer, 77
Liberty Hall, Du Botanic Road, Dublin.
v "homas K-en:_naéy, 20 Charlemont
Mall, Dublin,

e Patrick Siafford 41 Great Clarence
Street
Patriek Gaﬁney, Killeshin, Carlow.
Thomas Ryan, 1 Lady Lane,
Waterfor

89 e 2]
3 M&l}rmgl Hill, 35 Roche’s Buildings, - g
Michael Ryan, 1 Walsh’s Cottages,
b* 5 < Blackho: Pnke, Limerick.
EANE , Michael Duffy, Readsland, Dun-
R e, i sh!;mgh]ln
i v C. 0’Shannon leertv Hall, Dublin.
?i‘f.;_\.‘ g4 . ' Jnseph 0’ Neill, do. do.
IS S o b : John on, do. do.
B e L 3t Patrick Byrne, do. do.
N _ : _ L i gl L
AT o a » ' Poter Spain do. do.
) ; John Gannonm, do. do.
v J Nora Connolly, do. do.
A Thomas Farren, do. do.
Benjamin Drumm, do. do.
' iN James J. Hughes do.
et Tl AT SR e John' Pureell. 1 Upper Btephen
i G g ot o . Street, Dublin.
i gy 3 "y ""‘.f.‘ (TR IR ._ Y ! LS |
an :
7 le‘ m Workers' - . - L ! John, Coﬁey, ] Haath Sqwe,
, (Irish)—(continued), . Dublin.
' ' Midmei Resvey, 10 High SM
] Jos. Mahongr, 2 Little Digges St.,
i ' P e 204 Tveagh Bulld
- - . v i
; J ﬂéﬂu}; 1?;:%%11 mn% |
¢ 08
Street, Dw'b]m il
Mmhael Elmyth, Liberty Hall, New- i
T
_ Pahn.ﬁ Kal]y, 65 Lepper Btiraaﬁ, il
ol Demrs Ho'nston 122 Corporation .
Street, Belfast. 3
Thomias Dumne, 1 Lady Lane,
Waterfond, i
> William [illis, Charlotte Slbeet, ot |
Carlow, = = o
2 ' James Connor, Harbour Street, e, |
Tullamore, '

% | et Drticore, Dublig
core ; .
; Michael ' Nolan ]i‘urmwﬂald Bal-
doyle, Co. Dublin.
Sems (V'Brien, 91 (’Connell St.,

ick.
H, G, Brown, 81 O'Connel] 8t.,
Limericl,
Michael Gabbett, 91 O’Connell St.,
lem

E. Mulleny Peter St.,
Wgor Keneally, 874 w St.,

Jats X MoGrath, 76 Roche's ok
M.]ss lM“‘hﬁﬂm‘ , 14 Railway -~
Placo, Cork. £ T
. . " » '

v

3 7 2

e
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Goneral Workers'
(Irldn)——(ﬂnthmd).

m&axkd Hawkins, 37 Grattan 8t.,

Denis J. Galvin, 85 Geraldine
Place, Cork.

James érowlay, 2 Kearney’s Lane

Jeremmh Bm-ns, 22 Thoma# Davia
Tadg Bﬁ.r? 64 Blnrnay 8t., Cork.
Tll’l‘l hy Jones, Killrogan Street,

O‘Drmmll D?%d

ngo
Blanchardstown,

Edward Kal}y., 15 James Gonml],y

nare
Ja.?;les h’orksn, Castle Btreet,

Cagtlebar,
Michael Lennon, 7 Mary Street,
Clonmel,
David Hall, IT and G.W.U.,
Drumree, Oo. Meath,
P. Wn::ﬁl 25 Clmroh Btreet, Dun-
gary
P. Hogan, 5. Bteele's Terrace,
Enmis.
Albert F. Sm‘ith, 4 Court Street,
Ennise y.
MacSuibhne, 8 'l‘homu
. Co.

MacOnrtain St., Ferm

Thomas O’Dwym‘, Knock

Chmuk Duffy, Harbour 8t
. er , Har s
Mullingar, Bk

unlon (Irish)—(oontinued),

TRADES AND LABOUR
COUNCILS.
s iiione

Ballina ..., AT EARIARR
Ballinaslon ..........c.c.coieeee

------------------------------

............

Carlow
Castlebar

..............................

............................

..............................

& General Woerkery’

1280 -/

0 el e

- e
o oo o ©

o

o — I — R T
o 00 o o

e oo © o

James Davis, Harbour Road,
Arlklow.
B, Oulgrne, Bt Columba’s Ter-

lejlmnﬂrlﬁa Blackemsgll Bal—
linasloe.

D. R. Campbell, 11 Kimberley
Btreet. .

3

James Murphy, 45 Main Street,
Fenlon, Carlow, ...............
Roland Lynch, 17 Main Shmt

Gavnn.
Af:hey dlonmol M’

£.

of1

Patrick Tuite, I.T. end G.W.U.,

Naas,
Daniel Morrissey, Connolly Bt.,

Ne
Chri Mulvey, Newbrooke,
R& nham, Co. Dublin,
Hurley, Tralee.
Rmhard Corish, Crescent Quay,
Wexford,
MboDow'le 1 Borris Road, Mary-
ro’
E. Lynch, 8 Camden Quay, Cork.
J. J. lins, Mount Temple
J. Bﬁadb’
¥
8.0. Road, Dublin

25

Thomas Irvine, 13 Cadogan 8t,,
Belfast.

DBl:l Cargphell, 11 Kimberley 8t.,

Joseph Mdmlfe, 28 Dargan Street,

Pa-t-rici Ks.na, Montgomery 8¢.,

Peter O’Do_tnnell, Derry.
A. B Rudy 17- Anno BM

451
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(% 1st,’20 Paid.
; £.58,.d, Ui £
A CRER AT .10000° 2 0 0 Michael Hayes, 40 Cove Btreet, M. Hayes, 40 Gova 8t., Cork, 2
Sy . Cork. George Nason, Marino Ter-
} - race, Cork, _
Cove i i John olly, 4 Bellevue Terrace, ]
__ m (Queenstown) ! Ig %0 ' ‘..q |0 Pcf;l tagerand, B“M S Cove (Queenstown), Co, k.
Derry ....... . 10000 00 EA Mm{.;ag:rhy, 11  Northland Wm. Lugue, 12 Creggan Road, 2
i e Pt R erty, 11 Northland
i | et O U., Liberty 1
= ! . ney, ihe
‘Drogheda ........ L e s R 100 'Bhg:::h McCabe, Foresters’ Hall, DH”"“’ D‘"?FE“IG e :
. ; . - > Ldgue, ). hitw ar-
- Dublin 3 . 250000 5 0,0 PO&%&I lé:;lrg;a ™ gﬁ‘f}hﬂ :l‘rgd- les, Hall, i D
: J. -T l"mrelly, Dublin,
Dungarvan (Workers’ Council) 1000 1 0 0 Jas. Morrissey, Dungannon. ... Jol;vﬂmlar, Mappstown, Dun- 1
EAONOTY ..ot 1 0 0 H. Healoy, Edenderry. _ ' ‘
%Nﬁi ................................. 1 0 0 John Duggan, Causeway, Tnnis....
Fermoy 10 0 W. O'R(J“), Abbey S’o Fermoy. Mlﬁlérag Powet, Upper Cork Road, 1
"G;lm Pl Mmhael Temple, Bohermorg, Gal- Jas. M ngle, Wood Quay, Gal- 1
wa,
Kildare County ................ 5 1 0 0 Michyel Smyth, Athgarvans New- Wm. Cummins, Prince of Wales 1
' ; LS 1 S l?nd?zo Co. Kddmre Hotdl, Newhridge,
Kilkenny . 3 v Jﬂg&; Reade, 3 Blackmill Street, .
enny
T T Y e e 10 0 Wm Bl nl 3 Upper Connolly Ter- Wm. Bland, 3 Upper Commolly 1
. : o B f:'?m,e, [killd.rnetl?p Terrace; Killarney,
I M. D’Alton, Burke's Hill, Birr. ... Miss M, Mahon, Carrig, Bimr 1
. el - - A ¥ . ..ﬁﬁ'.‘?”-
e —'+:—~——~---

.................................

.................................

.................................

Tuam )
Waterfard (Workers' Council) 3500

WEPE o i iiiions 2050
FRATERNAL DELEGATES.

Scottish Trades Union Con-
gress,

Workers'

Welfare League of
lnﬂ'a- -

e e T = T B

o o0 0D
ocqboc

tute, Lower kaworth Street,
‘ Limerick.

James Lacey, " Grattan Street,
oro’,

John , The Hill,
i el [ ond Trades Hall,

Mu Il:nw
Wm F Gmmnghu.m Chapel S8t.,
I"stnd: lchugh s Dromore Road,
Omagh, }

H. mmv Tradea
-P. Mo&rflgm
John ELeisk; William St.,

Btm Kea.ne, Vmar 8t.,

Ln,dv
Pstmd:‘ te King St., Wexfond.

Hall,

' Robert Allan, 156 George Street

m,oro'

J, C. O’Commr, Mechanics’ Tnsti-

Monaghan.

Castle

West Gate, Thurles.
Tralee.

Tuam.
Lane,

James - (‘fnsag; Meahamcs’ Insti-
tute, Limerick,

James Carr, Mechamies’ Institute,

Timerick.
T. F. 0O'Rourke,
Maryhboro’.

T. J. Rédmond, Trades Hall, Mul-
lingar.

Dublin Road,

H. Dppem‘, T.C., 8ligo.

Patrmk ;,Casey, 4 Urban- Um‘.tagos
Rock* Sbmet Traleo
J’ J Coakley, High St
La.rkm 1 La Lan&, Water-

f rd
Patrick thrt-e King St,, Wexford
E. Shinwell, 171 Broomielaw, Glas-
ZOW.
James Hood, Elbank Drive, Kil-
rnock. -

ma

H. Balklatvala (Secretary Indian
Section), 18 Featherstons Build-
%}g& igh Holborn, London,

gSt
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RISHM TRADE UNION

CONGRESS,

1894-1920.
m Locality President Secretary Treasurer
119 Dublin ...| Thomas O'Connell (Carpenter) ..l John Simmons ...| Patrick Dowd
121 Cork ..| J. H. Jolley (Printer) o e | J. H. Jolley
ge Linierick ames Dalton (Printer) ... Y < .
Waterford| P. J. Leo (Pork Butcher) ... s . 1
z Belfast ...| Richard Wortly (Tailor) o # «.| P.J. Tevenan
Derry ...| James M‘Carron (Tailor) ... EE pee o :
7 Dublin ...| George Leah% P.L.G. (Plasterer) ..., Hugh M‘Manus  ...| Alex.Taylor
7 Sligo A, Bowman, T.C. (Flax Dresser) ..| E.L.Richardson,T.C. -
gé Cork W, Cave, Ald. (Bootmaker) o .| Geo, Leahy, P.L.G.
Newry ...| Walter Hudson, M.P. (A,.S.R.8)) .. o =t
74 Kilkenny | Wm. Walker, T,C. (Carpenter) ... ' b
1 72 Wexford | Jas, Chambres, P.L.G, (Saddler) .. " E. W. Stewart
I 2 Athlone,.,| Stephen Dineen (Bakeq_ il o » ' A,
1 7 Dublin ...| James M‘Carron, T.C, (Tailot) .. 28 i
ks ¢ 85 Belfast .. ohn Murphy, P.L.G. (Printer) ..| E. L. Richardson, J.P. .
1999 108 Limerick Egan, J.P., T.C. (Coachmaker) ... » &
1910 85 Dundalk | James M‘Carron, T.C. (Tailor) ..|" P. T, Daly, T.C, M. J. O’'Lehane, P.L.G.
1911 5 Galway ...| D.R. Camgbcll (Insurance AFentl " A
19132 7 Clonm +1 M. J. O’Lehane (Draper’s Assistant) * D, R. Campbell
1913 99 Cork. William O’Brien (Tailor) ... Gl " " ;
1914 94 Dub'in ...| James Larkin (Transport Worker)... - Jl
191 wa Jx NO CONGRESS HELD " " "
191 81 Sligo Thomas Johneon (Shop Assistants) ” i
xg:g 111 Derry ..| Thomas M'Partlin (Carpenter) .. y »
191 240 Waterford] William O'Brien (Tailor) ... eae o ”
1919 220 Dmgheda Thomas Cassidy (Printer) ... «++| William O'Brlen Thomas Johnson
1920 246 Cor! <. Thomas Farren (Stonecutter) .. 5 i}

"

091
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CONSTITUTION.

1.—NAME.—Irish Labour Party and Trade Union Congress.

2.—0BJECTS AND METHODS.—

(a) To recover for the mation co DFlete possession of all the
natural physical sources of wealth of this country.

(b) To win for the workers of Ireland, collectively, the
ownership and control of the whole produce of their labour,

(¢) To secure the democratic management and control of all
industries and services by the whole body of workers, manual
and mental, engaged therein, in the interest of the \mtmn and
subject to the supreme aut.horltv of the National Government.

(d) To obtain for all adults who give allegiance and service
to the Commonwealth, irrespective of sex, race or rellgmons '
belief, equahtyoipohtmalmd social ngh'bsaad opportunities.

(e) To abolish all powers nﬂlegea, social and political,
institutions or persons ba.sog %’ )

ar mot granted or oon&nmed b ee!y ssed will

Irish people; and to insist - x&mg

rmgoflthe]mm mthapnrsmtcfm&uh'y

and in the education of the young, Property must a.lwws bo. =

Subordinate to Humanity, and Private Gain must ever give

place to the Welfare of the People. =

() Wlhh the foregoing objects in view, to promote the
organisation of the wor class industrially, soecially and
politically, e.g.: in Trade Unions, in Gu-operwtl Societies
g:oth of producera and consumers), a‘nd in a Political Labour

(g) To secure labour representation on all national and local
legislative and administrative bodies.

{h) To co-ordinate the work of the several sections of the

clags movement.
(i) To promote fraternal relations between the workers of
Ireland and of other countries through affiliation with thm P
international Labour movement. 54

(] To co-operate with that movement in promoting the
of democratic machinery for the settlement of
da utesbetweenNatmns and in raising the standard of social
legaalatmnmallomiestomhelmelofmhehghest and -.:

Generally to assist in the efforts of the workmso]m
- of a%l ‘Nations in their strugele for emancipation. ~ j
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3.——HEIIEH8HIF,—-—'ﬂw Irish Labour Party and Trade Union
_ 1l consist of its affiliated orgamisations, i.e.: Trade Unions,

ot‘ I\rade Unions, Trades’ Councils, Loecal Labour Parties,
uget-her with thoSe men and women who are individual subaurﬂ:mg

'»-mmbmofanm?aedloeﬂ Labour Party group and who ace
of the Irish ].eb;u- Pa?ty and Trade mon

4.—NATIONAL CONGRESS.—

(a) The supreme governing authority shall be the National
Cnugres.s, which shall meet as provided for im the Standing

(b) The basis of representation at the Natiomal Congress
L? as fallows:—

% Trade Unions or branches of Trade Unions hnvmg less

> than 500 members _One delegate;

500 members or over, but mot exceeding 1,000—~Two
' delegates ;

Ov;'r 1000 memhers but mot exceeding 1,500—Three

Over 1, 500 mbars, ‘but mot exceeding 2,000—Four
delegates ;

and one ulditinml delegate for every complete 1,000
. members above 2,000

(Where a Trade Union has paid affiliation fees on the whole
of its membership in Ireland the payment a branch of
affiliation fees on the branch membership shall not entitle it
ta additional representation.)

Traded’ Councils shall be entitled to send omne dalegnte for
5,000 members or fraction thereof for whom affiliation f
have been amohy the Council and one additional delegate
for every nal 0,01'.)0 mem

(¢) Where the .local Trades Council undertakes the duties
of a loeal Labour Party, it shall be emtitled to send one
additional delegate to represent the Labour Party in each
&l}lﬁm&nm constituency covered by the activities of the

tgmnded that there shall have been three months

prior to the date of the Congeqs not less than 100 individual

anhscnhmg members of the Party in the constituency claim-

to send a delegate, such delegates to be individual

sn ibing members of the Party, men or women, and voters
m the constituency they represent.

(d)hmof

[
B

£

Silnalis Lo

' T
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5.—LOCAL LABOUR PARTIES.—

Where a_local Trades’ Council does discharge the
functions of a local Labour.Party, or in t.he opinion of the
National Executive has failed to do the work in a satisfactory
manner, the National Executive shall have power to organise
a local Labour Party independent of the Trades Council, such
local Labour Party to consist of mdividual snbwnhmg mem-
bers of the Party, Trade Unioms or Trade Union B
and such other working-class organisations as subscribe to
the constitution and policy of the Irish Lahbour Party and
%rade u!}nion (.?ongreas and are approved of by the National

xecutive ,

8.—INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIBING MEMBERS. ——-—Indlwdual sub-
seribing members shall be organised into Divisional or Ward Groups
under the direction of the Trades Councils or local Labour Parties.
They shall be expected to undertake the electoral activities and pro-
paganda work of the Party in the constituencies.

7.~FINANCE.—

(a) Trade Unions or Branches of Trade Unioms shall
to the Central Funds of the Irish Labour Party and |
Union Clongress 2d. per member on the full oertmed member-
ship in Iveland on the first day of January in each year. ;

b) Trades Councils shall pay one pound (£1) for -
5(.‘50[] members, or part ther el:? ot l.

(¢) The mxmmum annual contribution from affiliated
Societies shall be one pound (£1). :
3 'W&lﬂnwmeﬁn ay ab the rate
d{gﬁe pence ﬁ mamlmr per mont 'I?hl’t;h sum three

half-pence shall paid to Fun& and three half-
anm tba!oml'l‘md«(»nnmlorloc&llmbou

y for organisation and Labour rspre!mn purposes,
subject, where necessary, to a payme.ut. out local moiaty
of one ’Inl.f-pmny for npames £

Sﬁ) A woman member who has a t-otal of one shilling

xmmtmthayeﬂr deeniedtobaafvﬁx
bing anember

f)dThe Nm‘.toml Ex«?:r“;oh dﬁﬂl ::dauihonaed to make

5 appﬂ.ls funds tica other purpoges from
rhpm?g.w time as may be desirable.

Society whose affiliation lias been accepted shall be

erog to be permanently affiliated and liable for affilia-

tion fw, unless such Society has given six months’ notice of

mt.bdrsmaJ or has been excluded by the special decision of

.

consisting of wvm&mml'm.&ueh ,gml
o‘!'.barmembsmel Mwstﬁmmﬂﬂeiﬁ
m with the Standing Orders, and
u‘n administrative uﬂmrﬂa_ and be responsible for the |
dthegmrﬂwwkd organisation. : ¥
Tt shall et the Constitution and Standing Orders in all cases
-d&lh‘puhimrmmmdm&emtmhrlmmlxmtmhy“
thamntmnorpeuonemmed 5
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It shall ensure that Labour is represented by a properly constituted
organisation in each constituency in which this is-found practicable.

Tt shall give effect to the decisions of the National Congress, watoh

legislative measures affecting labour in I , initiate such m- !

dative and other action as may be deemed necessary. and gen y

. promote the objects of the organisation in the most effective manner
within its power. _

In case of the death or resignation of any of its members she

- remaining members shall have power to co-opt a successor.

9.—SUB-COMMITTEES.—The National Executive shall be
empowered to appoint Sub-commititees to undertake any specified branch
of its work and to invite the assistance of any persons with special

edge to advise and co-operate. Tt may appoint the necessary
~ officials and make all arrangements to carry on its work. The Executive
.~ as a whole shall he responsible to the National Congress for the work
- and decisios of all Sub-Committees.* :

. 10.—PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES.—

(a) A Candidate for election to Parliament must be nomi-
J:Ebed b{ the National Executive, or by one or more of the

bodies, and before adoption for Any
musdt be approved of by a speui:’lpkmlmfﬂm
by the Tlges Council or local Labour Party.

g (b) The basis of representation at the local Conferences
4 5 shs.lI) be as fn!@pwn:-— ;
- One delegate for Societies and Divisional Groups having
= 100 -ngnbers or less;

_ One delegate for each additional 100 members up to 500;
e One delegate for each additional 250 members up te

£ 1,000; and
o Omne delegate for each additional 1,000 members after-
T wards. i
L (¢) Before any action towards the selection of a Candidate
B for Parliament is taken the National Executive shall be con-
o sulted. No candidature can be prometed by an affiliated
= organidation until endorsed hy the National Execéutive.

(d) In constituencies or divided boroughs where no Trades

Council or local Labhour Party exists, or where in its opinion

| circumstances warrant éuch action, the National
xecutive shall have power to promote a candidature.

RS - e . W

* Nore.Under this Clause the National Executive may divide
elf into Industrial and Pelitical Committees: the former to promote
Trade Union organisation, to compile statistics of Industry, provide
| information, watch all legislative proposals affecting , and

in touch with all wage movements, 3 putes, etec., ete.; the latter
ise the conduet of the politi mkiﬁmw
ture and propaganda, the organisation of ) rencies,
vernment activities. It may
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(e) The expenses of Candidates for election to Parliament
ahnl?beboma the organisation or orgamnisa hmammg i
thaOandid:EefgwithsuehﬂmnuialmeoeasbhoCan :
F-IJIId' can v

(f) The expenses of Candidates for 'elwtion' to’ local bodies
shall be borne by the organisation or organisations nominating
the Candidates. Im special circumstances financial assistance
may be given out of the Central Funds at the discretion of
the National Executive.

(g) Candidates for election to Parliament must have been

for not less than twelve months prior to the election, and if
must continue to be, members in good sfandi:nﬁ]:f,;

Labour isation eligible for affiliation to the Irish
Party agg Trade Union Congress. They shall also p
themselves to aceef}::et-his Constitution, to agree to abide
the decisions of National Congress and the Nati
Executive in ca.rii;mg out the aims of the Constitution, and
t.onlappea;r before their constituencies as ‘‘Labour Candidates ™’
only.. '

(h) Candidates for election to Parliament and members of
the National Exeoutive shall abstain strictly from identifying
themselves with or promoting the interests of any candidature
not endorsed by the National Executive.

11,—This Constitution shall into tion and from
November 7th, 1918. e ek o







STANDING ORDERS.

1.—NATIONAL CONGRESS.—The Annual Congress shall be held

regularly on the first Monday in August in each year and three following
days.

Special Congresses may be called at such other times m\‘mng be

ided W by the National Executive, or upon the ipt by the
decided upon by the Na po receipt

National Execubive of a requisition from at least five Trades

having a total affiliated strength of 15,000 members. =

The Congress shall assemble on the first day at 1] a.m., on the
following days at 9.30 a.m., adjourn at 1 p.m., reassemble at 2 p.m.,
and adjourn for the day at 5 p.m.

2. DELEGATES' QUALIFICATIONS.—Persons to be eligible as

Delegates to the Nationa] Congress must be bona-fidle members or per-

manent officials of a Trades Council or a local Labour Party recogmised
by the National Executive. :
The names and addresses of the Delegates, together with the Dale-
ates’ fees, must be forwarded to the Secretary three weeks prior to
the date fixed for the Anmual Meeting.

3.—DELEGATION FEES.—A delegation fee of one pound (£1) for
each delegate attending the Annual Congress shall be paid. For i
Congresses such lesser fees as may be decided upon by the National
Executive shall be paid.

All Fees—delegation and affiliation—and the expenses of Delegates
attending Congress must be borne by the affiliated organisations.

4.—FINANCIAL YEAR.—The financial year shall end on the

thirtieth day of June, and all affiliation fees shall be paid and accounts
for the year closed on that date. y o

-A Balance Sheet and Financial Statement shall be prepared, andited,
and sent to the affilisted Societies at least seven days before the opening
of the Annual Congress.

5.—CONGRESS ARRANGEMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE. —The

National Executive shall int a Congress Arrangements Sub-Com-
mittee to act with the local Committee in the town where the next

Congress is to medt, for the purpese of arranging the business ofl the :

s. This Sub-Committee shall He empowered to consider the

Agenda before the Congress meets, to make suggestions to the Standing
Orders Committee (to be appointed hy the Congm:) respecting E% '

grouping or re-drafting of the Resolutions. and respecting any other
matter which in their opinion will facilitate the business of ﬁe Congress,

6.—STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.—A Stnnding t(l)]rdars Com-
e Congress -

(a) Verify and report upon the credentials of the delegates.
[ s o oo rngpemet et ol a::a Amend:

mittee(of five members shall be elected an the first day o
from the Delegates present and their duties shall be to:—

(h) Co _ . ¥
e Et:n:s.t ;n o;d:: i::a:}h enntpont-:f resolutions may od
¢) Submi e Chairman of Congress e o1y
propositions and amendments approved by.w b‘m‘a.o_f_%,;
accordance with Stramhﬁ Orders, together with &
tions for the proper conduct of the business of the Congrees.
d) Control the distribution of all literstur

) Transact other special busi &ﬁdnd
these Standing Ocders, opna I rorin TR

g

"

.
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- Congress for the purpose of arran the despatch of business and
carrying through the Agenda. ng;g shall report to Congress any
~ vyiolation of the Standing Orders that may be brought to their motice,
“&’M&hﬂ with any recommendations agreed upon.
e
LLE 7.—TELLERS AND SCRUTINEERS.—Three delegates, or such
* other number as may be agreed upon at the time of election, shall be
- appointed as Tellers, whose duty shall be to count and record the votes
on every occasion on which a division is taken. Their decision as to the
- numbers recorded on any vobe shall be final. In cases where the Tellers
~ disagree the Chairman shall order a recount. ;
hree or more delegates shall be appointed as Scrutineers. They
~ ghall bhe rau?on-sibla for the arrangements for the election by ballot of
~ the National Executive and Officers for the coming year. "!‘he_y shall
take account of the mumber of ballot papers printed and distributed,
- shall, before the ballot is taken, destroy all unused ballot papers in
excesg of the number distributed to the delegates and take such other
steps as will ensure the validity of the election. '

E;; * They shall meet not later than dalf-an-hour prior to each sitting of
1

'~ 8.—METHOD OF VOTING.—The voting on resolutions shall be by
- show of hands except when a proposition to be voted upon involves
~ financial liability to the affiliated Societies, in which case a ** card vote ”’
- may be demanded. Cards will be issued to delegates of Trade Unions
- on the basis of one card for every 250 members on which affilation fees
are paid ; to Trades Councils and local Labour Parties; one card to each
delegate attending Congress.

’

~ 9.—RESOLUTIONS AND AMENDMENTS.—Propositions for the

- Congress Agenda must be &igned by the authorised officials of the

" Organisations submitting them and much reach the Secretary of Con-

' Eeu at least eight weeks before the meeting of Congress. They shall
printed and copies sent immediately to the Secretaries of affiliated

- erganisations.

. Amendments to the propositions on the Agenda must be sent to the

Secretary in writing, orsed by the authorised officials of the organi-
. mations submitting them, at least three weeks before the opening of
! 398. They shall thereupon be printed and sent to the Eﬁcrataries
E';ef- ted organisations immediately. °
- In order to ensure that important questions affecting Labour may
- not be omitted from the discussions at Congress, the National Executive
f}';' be empowered to place Resolutions on the Agenda, and may in
cases anurgne:j:;cy submit Resolutions which have not appeared in the

printed Agenda.

F The order in which Resolutions shall be inserted on the Agenda
?ﬂhﬂ be decided by the Natiomal Executive.

- 10.—LIMITATION OF SPEECHES.—The proposer of a Resolution
er Amendment shall be allowed ten minutes, and each subsequent
speaker lve minutes.

A Delegate shall not speak more than once on the same question
ept the mover of the original Resolution, who shall be allowed ten
nutes to _to the discussion. Fach delegate on rising to

18t announce (or her) name and Society he (or she) represents.

the event of a proposal to take * the previ estion !’ or
th : ing moved and seconded, it shall,
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12.—ELECTION OF NATIONAL EXECUTIVE.—The Nationmal
Executive shall be elected by ballot on the third day of the Annual

ess. Delegates only shall be eligible for election.
ominations must be sent by

ted orgamisations three
prior to the opening of C&ﬁass, the list of Nominees to be p;inmi &
sent to the Secretaries of iated organisations at the same time as the

Final Agenda.

Not more than one delegate from any organisation shall be elected

to membership of the National Executive, except that Trade Uniom
having a membership exceeding ten thousand shall be entitled, if elected

by Congress, to one additional representative. This pa.ragrapﬁ shall net 5

apply to the election of officers. ;

Members of the National Executive shall attend the Congress by
virtue of their office, and remain in attendance until the disposal of their
Report. They shall not be entitled to vote unless they are duly analiled
:Is delegates. If qualified as delegates they shall be eligible for re-

ection.

The officers for the vear shall remain in office until the close of
Congress.

13.—MEETINGS AND QUORUM.—The National Executive shall
meet at least once a quarter, five members at any meeting to form a
quorum.

18.—NATIONAL EXECUTIVE REPORT. The Report of the
National Executive which shall have been tramsmitted to the delegates
at least three days before the assembly of Congress shall be presented
and considered immediately following the presidential address. The

report shall be discussed paragraph by paragraph, each speaker bel‘ng ;

limited to five minutes on any one

Interim reports of the activi't.iesp?)f b apN.aﬁo:ua.l Executive shall be

jssusd periodically, thraughont the year and sent to il afilisted bodied
for their information ungmdm:m Oonsideration of the Balance Sheet
and Statement of Accounts shall follow as the next business after the
Annual Report is disposed of.

15.—APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS. _Two Auditors for the
su year shall be appointed at the Annual Meeting who shall
have access to all the papers and documents relating to the income amd
expenditure of the National Executive.

16.—PUBLIC MEETING.—At least two public meetings shall be
held under the auspices of the National Exe«uh]:rt:: n:: the town i

for the Annu]:;I (Congress, ome of these meetings to take place during
TeRs Weeak. 2

v

17.—SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS.—Standing Orders

-shall not be suspended unless previous intimation shall have been given
to the Standing Orders Committee and the motion agreed to by a two-
+thirds vote of the delegates present.







INDEX

Addendum to the National Executive Report
Adult Working Class Education ...
Afternoon Session 3k

Agenda

Agricultural Policy

Amalgamation of Unions

Appendix to N.E. Report

Arbitration in Trade Disputes

Arrest and Deportation of Secretary

Asylum Workers’ Condition of Service

Bacon and Butter Embargo

Balance Sheet, 1919-20

Belfast Expelled Workers .

British Labour Delegation

British Railway Strike, 1919

Certificate of Competency for Engine Drivers
Conference with Farmers and Merchants ...
Constitution

Cost of Living

~ Death of Mr. M. J. O’Lehane

Delegates Entertained

Deputation to London

Dublin Cinema Dispute

Education s T ey
Edueation Bill ... Fergl S o
Flection of Assistant Secretary ...
Eloction of Officers and Committee P

e

se8 88

. 38,118

19
u1

BeEEEx

EEgkEsg

T | R T L P

i atauh M

-

g;-’-"’-




172
INDEX—(continued).
' Day’s Proceedings, Mondax, Apm@nd 1920
Control

Dny—August. 5th, 1920
Delegates’ Address

ment of Ireland Bill
mgs from the British Commumnists
ings from Ard Fheis

ﬂqm‘s of Labour

isonment of James Larkin

me Tax

trial Resources Inqﬁh'y

cicants and Taxation

Clerical Workers’ Union

‘Industries and Co-operstion
Trade Union Congress, 1894 to 1920 ...

our Organisation
John Clarke
ick Strike Fund

ars’ Pensions
Permits Strike '

Permits Strike Fund

Lloyd George and the Railwaymen
1 Elections
s of War

‘.af War Strike

*

_ﬂnolm" Haehngl, Attendanees and qumh to

PAGE

60
24,93
124
109
31

130
37

133
138

10, 79

/. 149

. 97, 106

129

99
135
160

139
106

138

11, 81

58
140
43

. 4,6,75

41
114



INDEX—(continued).

Official Recepbion

Old Age Pensions

Open Letter to the Irish Bncon Curars, I)ea.leru aind Feedars
Outgomg President

President’s Address :
Proposed Changes in Constttutmn
Proportional Representation

Report of Delegates to the Scottish Trades Union Congress ...
Report of the National Executive
Resignation of Mr. J. F. O’Farrell

\
Serutineers

Second Du\——Titaadsy August 3!'{1 1920
Societies Affiliated

Standing Orders

Standing Orders Commxt.tae Reporl-.
Standing Orders Committee a
Btatmentdmmndof.?m 199)

Strike at A.0.H. =

\

Thlrd Day—August 4th, 1920 o
Trade Union Organisation and Wages Mormmt
Trip Round Cork Harhour

Two Days’ General Strike

Victimisation of Dublin Shipping Clarks
Votes of Thanks

Union in Distributive Trades




